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T he fame of Gratian, before he had ac- C H A P. 

XXVII 

complifhed the twentieth year of his ■ ^ 

age, was equal to that of the moft celc^ charaaer 
brated princes. His gentle and amiable difpo- cuaofthe 
lltion endeared him to his private friends, the 
graceful affability of his manners engaged the 
affeftion of the people : the men of letters, who A. D. 
enjoyed the liberality, acknowledged the tafte and 
eloquence, of their fovereignj his valour and 
dexterity in arms were equally applauded by the 
VoL. V. B foldicrs i 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


c'h AP. 
xxvir. 


His de- 
feils. 


foldiers ; and the clergy confidered the humble 
piety of Gratian as the firit and moft ufeful of his 
virtues. The viflory of Colmar had delivered 
the Weft from a formidable invafion ; and the 
grateful provinces of the Eaft afcribed the merits 
of Theodofius, to the author of his grcatnefs, and 
of the public fafety. Gratian furvived thofe me- 
morable events only four or five years ; but he 
furvived his reputation j and, before he fell 'a 
vidUm to rebellion, he had loft, in a great mea- 
fure, the refpedl: and confidence of the Roman 
world. 

The remarkable alteration of his charadler or 
conduct, may not be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery, which had befieged the fon of Yalencinian 
from his infancy; nor to the headflrong palTions 
which that gentle youth appears to have efcaped. 
A more attentive view of the life of Gratian, may 
perhaps fuggeft the true caufe of the difappoint- 
ment of the public hopes. His apparent vir- 
tues, inftead of being the hardy prodyflions of 
experience and adverfity, were the premature and 
artificial fruits of a royal education. The anxious 
tendernefs of his father was continually employed 
to beftow on him thofe advantages, which he 
might perhaps efteem the more highly, as he 
iumfelf had been deprived of them ; and the mo(t 
Ikilful mafters of every fcience, and of every art, 
had laboured to form the mind and body of the 
young prince '. The knowledge which they pain- 


' Valentinian was Icfs attentive to the religion of bis fon ; fince 
ke eiJtruHcd the education of Gratian to Aufonius, a profelTcd Pagan 
‘ " ■ ■ ' (Mein, 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.^ 3 

fylly communicated was difplayed with oftenta- 
tion, and celebrated with lavilh praifc. His foft u— y — ^ 
and traftable difpofition received the fair impref- 
Con of their judicious precepts, and the abfence 
of paflion might eafily be miftaken for the flrength 
of reafon. His preceptors gradually rofe to the 
rank and confequence of minifters of ftate^i 
and, as they wifely difiembled their fecret autho- 
rity, he feemed to adl with firmnefs, with pro- 
priety, and with judgment, on the mort important 
occafions of his life and reign. But the influence 
of this elaborate inftruftion did not penetrate be- 
yond the furface ; and the fkilful preceptors, who 
fo accurately guided the fteps of their royal pupil, 
could not infufe into his feeble and indolent cha- 
radler, the vigorous and independent principle of 
action, which renders the laborious purfuit of 
glory eflentially neceflfary to the happinefs, and 
almoft to the exiftence, of the hero. As foon as 
time and accident had removed thofc faithful 
counfellors from the throne, the emperor of the 
Weft infenfibly defeended to the level of his na- 
tural genius abandoned the reins of government 
to the ambitious hands whicli were ftretched for- 
wards to grafp them j and amufed his leifur? 
with the moft frivolous gratifications. A public 
fale of favour and injuftice was inftituted, both 

(Mem. de 1 ’ Academic des Inferiptions, tom, xv. p. 115 — 138.), 

The poetical fame of Aufonius coiHiemns the tafte of his age. 

» Aufonius wa» fuccellively promoted to the Pt tetorian pr*fe6lure 
of Italy (A. D. 377.), and of Gaul (A. D. 378.); and was at 
length inverted with the confulrtilp (A. D. 379.). He exprelTcd his 
gratitude in a fervile and infipid piece of flattery (Aftio Gratiaruro, 
p. — 736.^, which has furvived more worthy produflions, 

B 3 m 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


4 > 

CHAP, in the court, and in the provinces, by the worths 
^^xyii. delegates of his power, whofe merit, it was 
made facrilege to queftion The confcience of 
the credulous prince was direded by faints and 
bifhops*i who procured an Imperial edift to 
punilh, as a capital offence, the violation, the 
negledl, or even the ignorance, of the divine 
Jaw *. Among the various arts which had exercifed 
the youth of Gratian, he had applied himfelf, 
with fingular inclination and fuccels, to manage 
(he horfe, to draw the bow, and to dart the jave- 
lip ; and thefe qualifications, which might be 
«rcful to a foldier, were proftituted to the viler 
purpofes pf hunting. Large parks were inclofed 
for the Imperial plcafures, and plentifully flocked 
■with every fpecies of wild beafts ; and Gratian 
neglefled the duties, and even the dignity, of 
his rank, to confume whole days in the vain dif- 
^ play of his dexterity and boldnefs in the chace.- 

The pride and wifh of the Roman emperor to 
' excel in an art, in which he might be furpaffed 
by the meanefl of his flaves, reminded the nu- 
merous fpedlators of the examples of Nero and 

J Difputare de principali judicio non oportet, Sacrilegii enim !n- 
flar eft dubitare, an is dignus fit, quem elegerit imperator. Codex 
Juftinian. ], ix. tit. xxix. leg. 3. This convenient law was revived 
and promulgated, after the death of Gratian, by the feeble couit of 
Milan. 

4 Ambroie compofed, for his inftruftion, a theological ti'eatifeon 
the faith of the Trinity : and Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. V. p.i $8. 169.) aferibes to the archbilhop the merit of Gratian's 
intolerant laws. 

5 Qui divinae legis fan£litatem, nefeiendo omittunt, aut negli- 
gendo violant, et ofFendunt, facrilegium committunt. Codex Jufti^ 
plan. 1 . ix. tit. xxix. leg. i. Theodofius indeed may claim hi« 
fl)are, Jn the merit pf this compiehenfive law. 

' j Commodus ; 
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OF THE ROMAN EMpIrE. 5 

Commodus : but the charte and temperate Gra- 
tian was a ftrangcr to their monftrous vices ; and ■ . v 
his hands were ftained only with the blood of 
animals *. 

The behaviour of Gratian, which degraded his Difwntent 
charader in the eyes of mankind, could not have Roman 
difturbed the fecurity of his reign, if the army jgj, 
had not been provoked to refent their peculiar 
injuries. As long as the young emperor was 
guided by the inftrudtions of his mailers, he pro- 
fcffed hiinfelf the friend and pupil of the foldiers j 
many of his hours were fpent in the familiar con- 
verfation of the camp j and the health, the com- 
forts, the rewards, the honours, of his faithful 
troops, appeared to be the objcdl of his attentive 
concern. But, after Gratian more freely indulged 
his prevailing talle for hunting and (hooting, he 
naturally connefted himfclf with the mod dex- 
terous minilters of his favourite amufement. A 
body of the Alani was received into the military 
and domtftic fervice of the palace and the ad- 
mirable (kill, which they were accuftomed to dif- 
play in the unbounded plains of Scythia^ was 
exercifed, on a more narrow theatre, in the parks 
and inclofures of Gaul. Gratian admired the 
talents and cudoms of thefe favourite guards, to 
whom alone he entruded the defence of his per- 

4 Ammianus (xxxi. lo.) and the younger Vifhor acknowledge! 
the virtues of Gratian ; and accufe, or rather lament, bis degenerate 
tafte. The odious parallel of Commodus is faved by “ licet incru' 
entus;'' and perhaps Philoftorgius ( 1 . ». c. lO. and Godefroy, 
p. 4I1-) had guarded, with fome iimilar reibrve, the compafilbn of 
Nero. 

B 3 foa : 
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ion : and, as if he meant to infult the public opi- 
nion, he frequently ihewed himfelf to the foldiers 
and people, with the drcfs and arms, the long bow, 
the founding quiver, and the fur garments, of a 
Scythian warrior. The unworthy fpedlacle of a 
Roman prince, who had renounced the drefs and 
manners of his country, filled the minds of the 
legions with grief and indignation ' Even the 
Germans, fo ftrong and formidable in the armies 
of the empire, affeded to difdain the ftrange and 
horrid appearance of the favages of the North, 
who, in the fpace of a few years, had wandered 
from the banks of the Volga to thofe of the Seine. 
A loud and licentious murmur was echoed through 
the camps and garrifons of the Weftj and as the 
mild indolence of Gratian negledled to extinguilh 
the firft fymptoms of difcontent, the want of love 
and refpeft was not fupplied by the influence of 
fear. But the fubverfion of an eftablifhed go- 
vernment is always a work of fome real, and of 
much apparent, difficulty ; and the throne of 
Gratian was protcded by the fanftions of cuftom, 
law, religion, and the nice balance of the civil 
and military powers, which had been eftablilhcd 
by the policy of Conftantine. It is not very im- 
portant to enquire from what caufes the revolt of 
Britain was produced. Accident is commonly 
the parent of diforder j the feeds of rebellion 
happened to fall on a foil which was foppofed to 
be more ‘fruitful than any other in tyrants and 

7 Zofiimis ( 1 . iv. p. 147.) and the younger Viftor afcribe the re- 
volution to the fivourof the Alani, and the difcontent of the Roman, 
troops. Dtim exercitum negligeret, et paucos ex Aianis, quos im 
genti auro ad fe tranftulerat, antsferret reteh ac Romano militi. 

ufurpers j 
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ufurpers * ; the legions of that fequeftered ifland 
had been long famous for a fpirit of prefumptlon 
and arrogance * j and tht name of Maximus was 
proclaimed, by the tumultuary, but unanimous inBiitaic. 
voice, both of the foldiers and of the provincials. 

The emperot, or the rebel, for his title was not 
yet afcertained by fortune, was a native of Spain, 
the countryman, the fcllow-fdldier, and the rival 
bf Theodofius, \vhofe tlevation he had not feen 
without foitie emotions of envy and refentment 1 
the events of his life had long fince fixed him in 
Britain ; and I fhould not be unwilling to find fome 
evidence for the marriage, which he is faid to have 
contracted with the daughter of a wealthy lord of 
Caernarvonlhire But ^ this provincial rank 
might juftly be confidered as a ftate of exile and 
Obfeurity ; and if Maximus had obtained any 
civil or military office, he was not invefted with 
the authority either bf governor or general 


* Britannia fertilis provincla tyrannorum, is a memorable expref- 
Tion, iiTed by jerom in the Pelagian controverfy, and vaiioully tor- 
tured in the difputes bf our national antiquaries. The revolutioiii 
of the laft age appeared to juftify the image of the fublimc Boffuot, 
“ cette ille, plus oiageufe que les mers qui I’environnent.” 

. 9 ^ofimus lays of the Britifli I'oldiersi aMu> amxrrait a-xisv av- 

Bxte a Keti djfjLX 

•=> Helena the daughter of Eudda. Her chapel may Hill be feen 
at C.ier-fegont, now Cair-narvon (Carte’s Hill, of England, vol. i. 
p. i68. from Rowland’s Mona Amiqua). The prudent reader 
may not perhaps be fatisfied with fuch Welch evidence. 

.. *' Cambtkn (vdl. i. intfodufl. p. ci.) appoints him governor of 
Britain i and the father of oUr antiquities is followed, as ufual, by 
his blind progeny. FaCatus and Zofimus had taken fome pains to 
prevent this error, or fable ; and I lliall proteft myfelf by their de- 
cifive teftimonies. Regali habitu txuUm fuum, illi exules orbis in- 
duerunt (in Panegyr. Vet. aii. 2j.), and the Greek hiftorian, ftill 
Icfs equivocally, «it»; (Maximus) 5 i tii !>( •fZ"’ vfu'&M 

(1. iv. p. 148.). 

B 4 His 
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8 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

abilities, and even his Integrity, arc acknow- 
ledged by the partial writers of the age ; and the 
meric mull indeed have been confpicuous, that 
could extort fuch a confeflion in favour of the 
vanquilhed enemy of Theodofius. The difcon- 
tent of Maximus might incline him to cenfure the 
conduft of his fovereign, and to encourage, per- 
haps without any views of ambition, the mur- 
murs of the troops. But in the midft of the 
tumult, he artfully, ormodeftly, refufedto afcend 
the throne and fome credit appears to have 
been given to his own pofitive declaration, that 
he was compelled to accept the dangerous prefent 
bf the Imperial purple > 

Flight and But there was danger likewifc in refufing the 
GraL°n. empire ; and from the moment that Maximus had 
violated his allegiance to his lawful fovereign, he 
could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he 
confined his moderate ambition within the nar- 
row limits of Britain. He boldly and wifely re- 
folved to prevent the defigns of Gratian j the 
youth of the ifiand crowded to his ftandard, and 
he invaded Gaul with a fleet and army, which 
were long afterwards remembered, as the emi- 
gration of a confiderable part of the Britifh na- 
tion The emperor, in his peaceful refidence 

of 


Sulplcius Sevenis, Dialog, ii. 7. OroGus, 1 . vii. e. 3+. p. 556. 
They botli acknowledge (Sulpicius bad been his fubjefi) his inno- 
cence and merit. It is Angular enough, that Maximus Ihould b« 
lefs favourably treated by ZoGmus, the partial adverfary of hia 
rival. 

•J Archbilhop Ulher (Antiquitat. Britan. Ecclef. p. 107, 108.) 
hat diligently collefled the legends of the iGand, and the continent. 
The whole emigration confifled of 30,000 fokiiers, and 100,009 

plebeiana, 
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of Paris, was alarmed by their hoftile approach’; 
and the darts which he idly wafted on lions and 
bears, might have been employed more honour* 
ably againrt the rebels. But his feeble efforts 
announced his degenerate fpirit and defperaw 
fituation j and deprived him of the refourccs* 
which he ftill might have found, in the fupporc . . 
of hil^fubjcdts and allies. The armies of Gaul» 
inftead of oppofing the march of Maximus, re- 
ceived him with joyful and loyal acclamations 
and the lhame of the defertion was transferred 
from^ the people to the prince. The troops, 
whofe ftation more immediately attached them to 
the fervice of the palace, abandoned, the ftandard 
of Gratian the firft time that it was difplayed ia 
the neighbourhood of Paris. The emperor of 
the Weft fled towards Lyons, with a train €>f 
only three hundred horfe j and, in the cities 
along the road, where he hoped to And a refuge, 
or at leaft a paflage, he was taught, by cruel ex- 
perience, that every gate is fhut againft the un- 
fortunate. Yet he might ftill have reached, in 
fafety, the dominions of his brother; and foon 
have returned with the forces of Italy and the 
Eaftj if he had not fuffered himfclf to be fatally 
deceived by the perfidious governor of the Lyon- 
nefe province. Gratian was amufed by protefta- 
tions of doubtful fidelity, and the hopes of a 

plebeian*, who fettled in l^retagne. Xheir deftined bride*, St> Ur- 
fula with 11,000 noble, and 6o,ooe' plebeian, virgin*, miftook their 
way j landed at Cologne, and were all raoft cruelly murdered by the 
Huns. But the plebeian filler* have been defrauded of their equal 
honours; and, what is ftill harder, John Trithemiut prefumea to 
mention the Mira of tbefe 3riulh vrg/rt. 

fupporc, 
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fu’pport, which could not be efFeftual j till the af- 
V ■ rival of Andragathius, the general of the cavalry 
of Maximus^ put an end to his fufpenfe; That 
refolute officer executed, without remorfe, the 
orders, or the intentions, of the ufurpef. Gra- 
tian, as he rofe from fupper, was delivered into 
A.D. 383, the hands of the aflaffin j and his body was denied 
Aug. 25. (.g pious and preffing intreaties of his brothef 
Valentinian The death of the eitiptror was 
followed by that of his powerful general Mello-i 
baudes, the king of the Franks 5 who maintained; 
to the laft moment of his life, the ambiguous re- 
putation j which Is the juft recompence ofobfcure 
and fubtle policy”. Thefe executions might be 
tieceffary to the public fafety : but the fuccefsful 
iifurpcr, whofe power was acknowledged by all 
the provinces of the Weft, had the merit, and 
the fatisfadion, of boafting, that, except thoft 
who had periftied by the chance of war, his trii 
umph was not ftained by the blood of the Ro-i 
mans 

’4 Zofimus ( 1 . Iv. p. 24.S, 249.) has tranfpoited the death of Gra- 
Wan frohi Lugdunum in Gaul (Lyons) to Stngidunum in Moefia. 

Some hints may bb extrafted from the Chronicles j fome lies may be 
detefted in Soaomen ( 1 . vii. c. 13.) and Socrates ( 1 . v. c. ii.). 
Ambrofe is our moft autlientic evidence (tom. i. Enarrat. in Pl'alia 
Ixi. p. 961. tom. ii. epift. xxiv. p. 888, &c. and de Obitu Valen- 
tinian. Confolat. N° 28. p. 1182.). 

•S Pacatus (xii. 28.) celebrates his fidelity? while his treachery 
is marked in Profper's Chronicle, as the cauie of the ruin of Gra- 
tian. Ambrofe, who has occafion to exculpate himfelf, only con- 
demns the death of Vallio, a faithful fervaht of Gratian (tom. ii. 
epift. xxiv. p. 891. edit. Bcncdift.). 

He protefted, nullum ex adverfariis nifi in acie occubuifie. 

Snip. SeVerOs in Vit. JJ. Martin, c. 23. The orator of TheodoCus 
beftows reluftant, and therefore weighty, praife on his clemency! 

Si cui ille, pro ceteris federibus fuis, minus crudths faille videtuf 
(Panegyr. Vet. xii. 28.). 

The 
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The events bf this revolution had paflTed in C HAP.' 

X XXV'XI 

fuch rapid fucceffion,sthat it would have been . _ _ ‘ f 
impofllble for Thcodofius to march to the relief Treaty of 

X pcRcc be** 

of his benefactor, before he received the intelli- tween 
gence of his defeat and death. During the fea- 
fon of fincere grief, or oftentatious mourning, dof»us, 
the Eaftern emperor- was interrupted by the ar- 3*3— 387. 
rival of the principal chamberlain of Maximus : 
and the choice of a venerable old man, for an 
office which was ufually, exercifed by eunuchs, 
announced to the court of Gonftantinoplc the 
gravity and temperance of the Britifti ufurper. 

The ambaflador- condefeended to juftify, or.ex- 
cufei' the condud of his mafter ; and to proteft, 
in fpecious language, that the murder of Gratian 
had been perpetrated, without his knowledge or 
confenti by the precipitate zeal of the foldiers. 

But he proceeded, in- a firm and equal tone, to 
offer Theodofius the alternative of peace, or„war. 

The fpeech of the am.baffador concluded with. a 
fpirited declaration, that although Maximus, aa 
a Roman, and as the father of his people, would 
chufe rather to employ his forces in the common 
defence of the republic, he was armed' and 
prepared, if his friend fhip fhould be, rejefted, 
to difpute, fin a field of battle,? the" empire of 
the world. An immediate ' and peremptory 
anfwer was required j but it _was extremely 
difficult -for Theodofius to fatisfy, on this im-* 
portant occaflon, either the feelings of his own 
mind, or the expedtations of the public. The 
imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
aloud for revenge. ’ From the liberality of Gra- 

' tian. 
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AjP. t?an, he had received the Imperial diadem i his 
V— patience would encourage the odious fufpicion, 
that he was more deeply fcnfible of former in- 
juries, than of recent obligations j and if he ac->' 
cepted the friendfhip, he muft feem to fhare.che 
guilt, of the aflaffin. Even the principles of 
juftice, and the intereft of focicty, .would receive 
a fatal blow from the impunity of Maximus : and 
the example of fuccefsful uforpation would tend 
to diffolve the artificial fabric' of government^ 
and once .more to replunge- the empire in -the 
crimes and calamities of the' preceding age. But, 
as the fentimenss of gratitude and honour fhould, 
invariably regulate the conduifi: of an tndivid«alv 
they may be overbalanced.'in the. mind ofa fqVe- 
reign, by the fenfe of fuperror duties ;r and the 
maxims both crf'jufticc and humanity, mvjU: peiw 
miC' the efitape of an atrocious criminal, tf an 
innocent people would be involved in the' conse- 
quences of his punilbment. The aiTaf^n of Gra- 
tian had uforped, 'but he aiftually poffeffed, tho 
moft warlike provinces of the empire : the Eaft 
was exhaufted by the misfortunes, and even by 
the fuccefs, of' the Gothic war j and it was 
ferioufly to be apprehended, that^ after the vital 
ftrength of the republic had been .wafted in 
a doubtful and deftrudive conteft, the feeble 
conqueror would remain an eafy prey to the Bar- 
barians of the North. Thcfc weighty confidera- 
tions engaged Theodofius to diftemblc his refent- 
ment, and* to accept the alliance of the tyrant. 
But he ftipulated, that Maxim.us ftiould content 
himfelf with the poffcflion of the countries be- 
yond 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


yond the Alps. The brother of Gratian was 

confirmed and fecured irl the foverctgnty of Italy, 

Africa, and the Weftern Illyricum ; and fome 
honourable conditions were inferred in the treaty, 
to proteft the memory, and the laws, of the de- 
ceafed emperor According to the ciiftom of 
the age, the images of the three Imperial col- 
leagues were exhibited to the veneration of the 
people : nor fhould it be lightly fuppofed, that, 
in the moment of a folemn reconciliation, Theo- 
dofius fecretly cherifhed the intention of perfidy 
and revenge **. 

The contempt of Gratian for the Roman fol- Baptifm 
diers, had expofed him to the fatal cfFefts doxediaV 
of their refentment. His profound veneration 
for the Chriftian clergy was rewarded by the a.d/ 3», 
applaufe and gratitude of a powerful order, which 
has claimed, in every age, the privilege of dif- 
penfing honours, both on earth and in heaven :,Y,, 

The orthodox bifhops bewailed his death, and 
their own irreparable lofs j but they were foon 
comforted by the difeovery, that Gratian had 
committed the feeptre of the Eaft to the hands of 
a prince, whofe humble faith, and fervent zeal, 
were fupported by the fpirit and abilities of a 
more vigorous character. Among the benefaftors 


'7 Ambrofe mentions the laws of Gratian, quas non abrogavit 
hoftis (tom. ii. epift.'xrii. p. Sa;.}. 

Zofinras, I. iv. p. 151, 25a. We may difclaim his odioM 
fufpicioDs ; but wc cannot reject the treaty of peace, which the friend* 
of Theodofius have abfolutely forgotten, or (lightly mentioned. 

*9 Their oracle, the archbifliop of Milan, alTigns to his pupil 
Gratian an high and refpefiablc place iq heaven (tom. ii. de Obit. 
Val. Coniial. p. upiO' 

of 
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c H A Pi of the church, the fame of Conftantine has been 
rivalled by the glory of Theodofius. If Conftan- 
tine had the advantage of erecting the ftandard of 
the crofs, the emulation of his fucceflbr aflumed 
the merit of fubduing the Arian herefy, and of 
abolifhing the worftiip of idols in the Roman 
world. Theodofius was the firft of the emperors 
baptifed in the true faith of the Trinity. Although 
he was born of a Chriftian family, the maxims, 
or at leaft the practice, of the age, encouraged 
, him to delay the ceremony of his initiation j tilji 
he was admonifhed of the danger of delay, by the 
ferious illncfs which threatened his life, towards 
the end of the firft year of his reign. Before hp 
again took the field againft the Goths, he received 
the facrament of baptifm from Acholius, the 
orthodox bifhop of ThefTalonica : and, as the 
— ' emperor afeended from the holy font, ftill glow- 
”v . ing with the warm feelings pf regeneration, he 
dictated afolemn edi£t, which proclaimed his own 
faith, and preferibed the religion of his fubjefts, 
“ It is our pleafure (fuch is the Imperial ftyle), 
that all the nations, which are governed by our 
** clemency and moderation, Ihould ftedfaftly adr 
** here to the religion which was taught by St. 

For the baptifm of Theodofius, fee Sozomen ( 1 . vii. c. 4.), 
Socrates ( 1 . v. c. 6.), and Tillemont (Mift, des Empereurs, tom. v, 
p. 7l*0- 

** Afeolius, or Acholius, was honoured by the friendlhip, and 
the praifes, of Ambrofe ; who ilyles him, murus fidei atque fanfti- 
tatis (tom. ii. cpift. xv. p. 810.) ; and afterwards celebrates his 
fpecd and diligence in running to Conitantinople, Italy, &c. (epift. 
«vi. p. Si I.) a virtue which docs not appertain either to a viaH, or a 

^ Peter 
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ff Peter to the Romans j which faithful tradition 
has preferved ; apd which is now profefled by 
the pontiff Damafus, and by Peter, bifhop of 
5' Alexandria, a man of apoftolic holinefs. Ac- 
cording to the difcipline of the apoftles, and 
the doflrine of the gofpel, let us believe the 
*,* foie deity of the Father, the Son, and the 
“ Holy Ghoft i under an equal majefty, and a- 
“ pious Trinity. We authorife the followers of 
this doctrine to affume the title of Catholic 
Chriftians; and as we judge, that all others arc 
extravagant madmen, we brand them with the 
“ infamous name of Heretics j and declare, that 
their conventicles fhall no longer ufurp the 
** refpedlable appellation of churches. Befidcs 
** the condemnation of Divine juftice, they muft 
5‘ expedt to fuffer the fevere penalties, which our 
authority, guided by heavenly wifdom, fhall 
think proper to inflift upon them“.” The 
faith of a foldier is commonly the fruit of inftruc- 
tion, rather than of enquiry ; but as the emperor 
always fixed his eyes on the vifible land-marks of 
orthodoxy, which he had fo prudently conllituted, 
his religious opinions were never affeifled by the 
fpecious texts, the fubtlc arguments, and the 
ambiguous creeds of the Arian doftors. Once 
indeed he expreffed a faint inclination to converfe 
with the eloquent and learned Eunomius, whp 
Jived in retirement at a fmali diftance from Con^ 

?- Codex Theodof. I. xyi. tit, i. leg. a. with Godefioy’s Com- 
jnentary, tom. yi. p. 5 — 9. Such an edift dcl"rved the vrarmeft 
praifes of liaroimts, aurcam faottionetn, ediftum plum et lalutaFe.-^ 
§ic itur ad aftra. 

flantinople. 
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C HAP. ftantinople. But the dangerous interview was pre- 
vented by the prayers of the Emprefs Flaccilla, 
who trembled for the falvation of her hufband; 
and the mind of Theodofius'Vas confirmed by a 
thcologicalargument^aj^pted to the rudeft capa- 
city. He had lateiy^fto.wed, on his eldeft fon 
‘Arcadius, the name add honours of-Auguftus; 
’ and the two princes were feated on a ftatcly 
throne to receive the homage, of their fubjedls. 
A bilhop, = Amphilochius oficonium, approached 
the throne, and after faluting, with due rever^cc, 
the perfon of his fovercign, he accofted the royal 
youth with the fame familiar tendernefs, which 
he might have ufed towards a plebeiahSshild. 
Provoked by this infolent behaviour, the monarch 
gave orders, that the ruftic prieft fliould be in^- 
ftantly driven from his prefence. But while the 
guards were forcing him to the door, the dex- 
terous polemic had time to execute his defign, by 
exclaiming} with a loud voice, “ Such is the 
treatment, O Emperor ! which the King of 
Heaven has prepared for thofe impious men, 
** who affeft to worlhip the Father, but refufe to 
acknowledge the equal majefty of his divine 
Son.” Theodofius immediately embraced the 
bifhop of Iconium j and never forgot the import- 
ant leflbn, which he had received from this dra- 
matic parable 

*J Sozomen, I. vii. c. 6. Theodoref, 1 . v. c. i6. Xlllemont it 
^pUifed (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 617, 628.) with the terms of 
ruftic bifhop,” “ obfcuce city.” Yet I muft take leave to think, 
that both Amphilocbius and Iconium were bbjefls of inconfidcFable 
magnitude in the Roman empire. 

Conftan- 
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Conftantinople was the principal feat and for- 
trefs of Arianifm j and, in a long interval of forty 1 _ ,■ 

years the faith of the princes and prelates, who 
reigned in the capital of the Eaft, was rejeftcd in ftamU 
the purer fchools of Rome and Alexandria. The 
archiepifcopal throne of Macedonius, which had 340—3*®* 
been polluted with fo much Chriftian blood, was 
fucceflively filled by Eudoxus and Damophilus. . 
Their diocefe enjoyed a free importation of vice 
and error from every province of the empire j the 
eager purfuit of religious controveriy afforded a 
new occupation to the bufy idlenefs of the metro- 
polis; and we may credit the aflTertion of an in- 
telligent obfcrv'er, who defcribcs, with fome 
picafantry, the effedls of their loquacious zeal. 

This city, fays hcj is full of mechanics and 
** flaves, who are all of them profound theolo- 
“ gians ; and preach in the Ihops, and in the 
“f* ftreetSi If you defire a man to change a piece 
** of filvetj he informs you, wherein thfc Son 
** differs from the Father: if you afk the price 
** of a loaf, you are told, by way of reply, that 
the Son is inferior to the Father ; and if you 
enquire whether the bath is ready, the anfwer 
<* is, that the Son was made out of nothing 

Sozonien, 1 . vll. c. 5. Socrates, 1 . v. c. 7. Marcellin. in 
Chron. The account of forty years muft be dated from the eleflion 
or intriifion of Eufebius ; who wifely exchanged the bilhtpric of 
Nioomedia for the throne of Conftantinople. 

15 See Jortin’s Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 71. 

The thirty-third Oration of Gregory Nazianzen affords indeed fom« 
fimilar ideas, even feme ftill more ridiculous ; but I have not yet . 
found the tvordi of this remarkable paffage ; which I allege on the 
faith of a correft and liberal fcholar. 

VOL.V* . c’ The 
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CHAP. The heretics, of various denominations, fubfifted 

XXVII. . . 

V, i in peace under the protedlion of the Arians of 
Conftantinople ; who endeavoured to fecure the 
attachment of thofe obfcure feftaries j while they 
abufcd, with unrelenting feverity, the viftory 
• which they had obtained over the followers of the 
council of Nice. During the partial reigns of 
Conftantius and Valens, the feeble remnant of the 
Homooufians was deprived of the public and pri- 
vate exercife of their religion ; and it has been 
obferved, in pathetic language, that the fcattered 
flock was left without a Ihepherd to wander on 
the mountains, or to be devoured by rapacious 
wolves **. But, as their zeal, inftead of being 
fubdued, derived ftrength and vigour from op- 
preflion, they feized the firft moments of impcrfefl 
freedom, which they acquired by the death of 
Valens, to form themfelves into a regular congre- 
gation, under the condud of an epifcopal paftor. 
Gregory Two natives of Cappadocia, Bafil, and Gregory 
Nanan- Nazianzcn were diftinguilhed above all their 
contemporaries by the rare union of profane 

*6 See the thirty-fccond Oration of Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
account of his own life, which he has con)poied in iSoo iambics. 
Yet every phyfician is prone to exaggerate the inveterate nature of the 
dileal’e which he has cured. 

*7 I confefs myl'elf deeply indebted to the /too lives of Gregory 
Nazianzen, compofed, with very different views, by Tillemont 
(Mem. fedef. tom. ix. p. 305 — 560, 692 — 731.), and Le Clerc 
(Bibliotheque Univerfelle, tom. xviii. p. i — 118.). 

** Ur.lefs Gregory Nazianzen miCiook thirty years in his own 
age i he was boiji, as well as his friend Bafil, about the year 319. 
The prepofterous chronology of Suidas has been gracioiifly received j 
becaufc it removes the fcandal of Gregory’s father, a faint likewife, 
begetting children, after he became a bilhop (Tillemont, Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. ix. p. 693—697.). 

. eloquence 
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eloquence and of orthodox piety. Thcfe orators, chap. 

who might fometimes be compared, by them- \ ^ 

felves, and by the public, to the moil celebrated 
of the ancient Greeks, were united by the ties of 
the ftrideft fricndfhip. They had cultivated, 
with equal ardour, the fame liberal ftudies in the 
the fchools of Athens ; they had retired, with 
€qual devotion, to the fame folitude in the deferts 
of Pontus i and every fpark of emulation, or 
envy, appeared to be totally extinguifhed in the 
' holy and ingenuous breafts of Gregory and Bafil. 

But the exaltation of Bafil, from a private life to 
the archiepifcopal throne of Casfarea, difeovered 
to the world, and perhaps to himfelf, the pride of 
his charader j and the firft favour which he con- 
defeended to beftow on his friend was received, 
and perhaps was intended, as a cruel infult®*. 

Inftead of employing the fuperior talents of Gre- 
gory in fome ufcful and confpicuous Ration, the 
haughty prelate feleded, among the fifty bifhop- 
rics of his extenfive province, the wretched village 


-9 Gregory’s Poem on his own Life contains foine beautiful line; 
(torn. ii. p. 8.), which burft from the heart, and .fpcak the pangs of 
injured and lolt friendlhip : 

Kum Xcyxt, 

tt tun Bicf, 

h; r* a/Lc^fi> ^ 

/^iirx|^ara< ifpivrat 

At/foi raf 

In the Midfummer Night’s Dream, Hclenia addi’cffes the fame 
pathetic complaint to her friend Hermia •. 

Is all the counfel that we two have Iharcd, 

The lifter’s vows, &c. 

.-Shajeefpeare had never read the poems of Gregory Nazianzen ; he 
was ignorant of the Greek language ; but his mother-tongut;, tbf 
language of Nature, is the fame in Cappadocia and in Britain. 

C2 of 
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of Safxma’% without water, without verdure, with- 
ij out fociety, fituate at the jundlion of three high- 
ways, and frequented only by the inceffant paflagc 
of rude and clamorous waggoners^ Gregory fub- 
mitted with reludlance to this humiliating exile : 
he was ordained bifliop of Safimaj but he fo- 
Icmnly protefts, that he never confummated his 
ipiritual marriage with this difgufting bride. He 
afterwards confented to undertake the govern- 
ment of his native church of Nazianzus*', of 
which his father had been biftiop above five-and- 
forty years. But as he was ftill confcious, that he 
deferved another, audience, and another theatre, 
accepts the he accepted, with no unworthy ambition, the 
Conftan- honourable invitation, which was addrefled to 
*A him from the orthodoji party of Conftantinople. 
November. On his arrival in the capital, Gregory was enter- 
tained in the houfe of a pious and charitable 
kinfman ; the moft fpacious room was confecrated 
to the ufes of religious worlhip ; and the name 
of Anajlajia was chofen, to exprefs the refurreftion 
of the Nicene faith. This private conventicle 
was afterwards converted into a magnificent 
church i and the credulity of the fucceeding age 


.1® This unfavourable portrait of Safima is drawn by Gregory 
Nazianzen (torn. ii. de Vita fua, p. 7, 8;). Its precife fituation, 
furty-niM miles from Archilais, and thirty-two from Tyana, is 
fixed in the Itinerary of Antoninus (p. 144. edit. Wefleling.). 

]> The name of Nazianzus has been immortalifed by Gregory; 
but his native town, under the Greek or Roman title of Dioexfarea 
(Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. ix. p. 69s.), is mentioned by 
Pliny (vi. 3.), Ptolemy, and Hieiucles (Itinerar. Wefleling, p. 709;). 
It appears to have been fituate on the edge of Ifauiia. 

was 
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was prepared to believe the miracles and vifions, 

■which attefted the prefence, or at leaft the pro- i_ ■ 
tedion, of the Mother of God The pulpit of • 
the Anaftafia was the fcene of the labours and 
triumphs of Gregory Nazianzen; and, in the 
fpace of two years, he experienced all the fpiritual 
adventures which conftitutc the profperous or ad- 
verfe fortunes of a miflionary”. The Arians, 
who were provoked by the boldnefs of his enter- 
prife, reprefented his dodrine, as if he had preach- 
ed three diftind and equal Deities 5 and the de- 
vout populace was excited to fupprefs, by violence 
and tumult, the irregular affemblies of the Atha- 
nafian heretics. From the cathedral of St. Sophia, 
there ilTued a motley crowd “ of common beg- 
gars, who had forfeited their clairn to pity ; of 
** monks, who had the appearance of goats or 
fatyrs } and of women, more terrible than fo 
many Jezabels.” The doors of the Anaftafia 
■were broke open j much mifehief was perpetrated, 
or attempted, with fticks, ftones, and firebrands ; 
and as a man loft his life in the affray, Gregory^ 
who was fummoned the next morning before the 
magiftrate, had the fatisfadion of fuppofing, that 
he publicly confefled the name of Chrift. After 
he was delivered from the fear and danger of a 
foreign enemy, his infant church was difgraced 
and diftraded by inteftinc fadion. A ftranger. 

See Ducange, Conftant. Chriftiana, 1 . iv. p. 141, 14a. The 
iiin of Sozomen ( 1 . vii. c. 5.) is inte^reted to mean the Vir- 

gin Mary. 

n Tillemont (Mem. Ecclcf. tom. iz. p. 431, &c.) diligently 
cpllc 61 s, enlarges, and c.xplains, the oratorical and poetical hints of 
Gregory hirafelf. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

who affumed the name of Maximus and the 
cloak of a Cynic philofopher, infinuatcd himfclf 
into the confidence of Gregory ; deceived and 
abufed his favourable opinion j and forming a 
fecret conne^bion with fome bilhops of Egypt, 
attempted, by a clandeftine ordination, to fup-? 
plant his patron in the epifcopal feat of Conftan- 
tinople. Thefe mortifications might fometimes 
tempt the Cappadocian miflionary to regret his 
pbfeure folitude. But his fatigues were rewarded 
by the daily increafe of his fame and his congre- 
gation } and he enjoyed the pleafure of obferving, 
that the greater part of his numerous audience 
retired from his fermons, fatisfied with the elo- 
quence of the preacher or diflatisfied with the 
manifold ;mperfe<flions of their faith and prac- 
tice 

The Catholics of Conftantinople were animated 
with joyful confidence by the baptifm and edi<5l 
of Theodofius j and they impatiently waited the 
cfiecls of his gracious promife. Their hopes were 
fpeedily accompliflied ; and the emperor, as foon 
as he had finilhed the operations of the campaign, 
made his public entry into the capital at the head 


34 He pronounced an oration (tom. i. Orat. xxlii. p. 409.) in hi$ 
pratfe; but after their quarrel, the name of Maximus was changed 
into that of Heron (fee Jerom, tom. i. in Catalog. Script. Ecclef. 
p. 301.). I touch nightly on thefe obfeure and perfonal fquabbles. 

3 J Under the modeft emblem of a dream, Gregory (tom. ii. 
carmen ix. p. 78.) deferibes his own fuccefs with fome human com- 
placency. Yet it Ihovld feem, from his familiar converfation with 
his auditor St. Jerom (tom. i. Epift. ad Nepotian. p. 14.), that the 
preacher underftood the true value of popular applaufe. 

3 ^ Lachrymse auditorum laudes tuae lint, is the lively and judici- 
ous ."idYice of St. Jerom. 

'of 
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of a viflorious army. The next day afcer h'ls chap. 
arrival, he fummoned Damophilus to his pre-- . , _ ‘ . 
fence ; and offered that Arian prelate the hard 
alternative of fubfcribing the Nicene creed, or of 
inftantly refigning, to the orthodox believers, the 
ufe and poflcfilon of the epifcopal palace, the 
cathedral of St. Sophia, and all the churches 
of Conftantinoplc. The zeal of Damophilus, 
which in a Catholic faint would have been juftly 
applauded, embraced, without hefitation, a life 
of poverty and exile ” } and his removal was im* 
mediately followed by the purification of the Im- 
perial City. The Arians might complain, with 
fome appearance ofjuftice, that an inconfiderable 
congregation of fcdtarics fhould ufurp the hun- 
dred churches, which they were infufBcient to fill { 
whilft the far greater part of the people was 
cruelly excluded from every place of religious 
worfhip. Theodofius was ftill inexorable : but 
as the angels who protecled the Catholic caufe, 

'were only vifible to the eyes of faith, he prudently 
reinforced thofe heavenly legions, with the more 
cffedlual aid of temporal and carnal weapons: and 
the church of St. Sophia was occupied by a large 
body of the Imperial guards. If the mind of 
Gregory was fufceptible of pride, he muft have 
felt a very lively fatisfaftion, when the emperor 
conducted him through the ftreets in folemn 
triumph ; and, with his own hand, refpedfully 


J7 Socrates (1, v. c. 7 . ) and Sozoinen (1. vii. c, 5 .) relate t!ie evan- 
gelical veords and aflions of Damophilus without a word of approba- 
tion. He confidered, fays Socrates, that it is difficult to re/fl the 
powerful ; byt it was eafy, and woyld have been profitable, to 
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^jcxvif ’ him on the archicpifcopal throne of Con-? 

» — ^ — 1 ftantinople. But the faint (who had not fubdued 
the imperfcftions of human virtue) was deeply 
affedted by the mortifying confideration, that his 
cntrar.c; into the fold was that of a wolf, rather 
, than of a fliepherd : that the glittering arms, 
which furrounded his perfon, were neceffary for 
his fafety ; and that he alone was the objeft of the 
imprecations of a great party, whom, as men and 
citizens, it was impoflible for him to defpife. He 
beheld the innumerable multitude of either fex, 
and of every age, who crowded the ftreets, the 
windows, and the roofs of the houfes j he heard 
the tumultuous voice of rage, grief, aftonifhment, 
and dcfpair j and Gregory fairly confeffes, that on 
the memorable day of his inftallation, the capital 
of the Eaft wore the appearance of a city taken by 
llorm, and in the hands of a Barbarian con- 
queror About fix weeks afterwards, Theodo- 
fius declared his refolution of expelling from all 
the churches of his dominions, the bifhops and 
their clergy, who Ihould obftinately refufe to be-, 
lieve, or at leaft to profefs, the dodtrine of the 
'/n the Eaft. council of Nicc. His lieutenant Sapor was armed 
"^an! 10.' 2mple powers of a general law, a fpecial 

commiffion, and a military force j and this ec-. 

See Gregciy Nazianzen, tom. ii. de Vit^fu^, p. ii, 12. Fof 
the fake of poftcrity, the biftiop of Conftantinople records a ftupen- 
. dous prodigy. "In the month of November, it was a cloudy morning; 

but the fun broke forth, when the procdlion entered the church. 

39 Of the three c'cclefiaftical hiftorians, Theodorct alone (I. v. 
c. 1.) has mentioned this important commilfion of Sapor, which 
Tillcmont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 728.) judicioufly rc- 
'nioves, from the reign of Gralian, to that of Theodofius. 

clcfiaftical 
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clefiaftical revolution was conduced with fo much 
diferetion and vigour, that the religion of the 
emperor was eftabliflied, without tumult, or blood- 
fhed, in all the provinces of the Eaft. The wri- 
tings of the Arians, if they had been permitted to 
exift*®, would perhaps contain the lamentable 
ftory of the perfecution, which afflicted the church 
under the reign of the impious Theodofius ; and 
the fufferingsof tbeirholy confeflbrs, might claim 
the pity of the difinterefted reader. Yet there is 
rcafon to imagine that the violence of zeal and 
revenge was, in fome meafure, eluded by the want 
of refiftance ; and that, in their adverfity, the 
Arians difplayed much lefs firmnefs, than had been 
exerted by the orthodox party under the reigns of 
Conftantius and Valens. The moral charafter 
and condud of the hoftile fefts appear to have 
been governed by the fame common principles of 
nature and religion s but a very material circum- 
ftance may be difeovered, which tended to dif- 
tinguilh the degrees of their theological faith. 
Both parties, in the fchools, as well as in the 
temples, acknowledged and worlhipped the divine 
majefty of Ghrifti and, as we are always prone 
to impute our own fentiments and paflions to the 
Deity, it would be deemed more prudent and re- 
fpeftful to exaggerate, than to circumferibe, the 
adorable perfedtions of the Son of God. The 
difciple of Athanafius exulted in the proud con-* 
fidence, that he had entitled himfelf to the diyine 

4'> Ido not reckon Philoftorgius, though he mentions (1. ix. c. 19 .) 
the expuliion of Damophilus. The Eunoraian hiftorian has been 
carefully ftrained through an orthodox fieve. 

• 'favour ; 


CHAP. 

xxvii. 


Digitized by Google 



»5 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

favour: while the follower of Arius mufl: have 
^ — *» been tormented, by the fecrct apprchcnfion, that 
he was guilty, perhaps, of an unpardonable offence, 
by the fcanty praife, and parfimonious honours, 
-which he beftowed on the Judge of tlie World. 
The opinions of Arianifm might fatisfy a cold 
and fpeculative mind: but the doftrine of the 
Nicene Creed, moft powerfully recommended by 
the merits of faith and devotion, was much better 
adapted to become popular and fuccefsful in a 
believing age. 

The coun- The hope that truth and wifdom would be 
«anti- * found in the aflemblies of the orthodox clergy, 
ad'’ 381 emperor to convene, at Conftanti* 

nople, a fynod of one hundred and fifty bifhops, 
who proceeded, without much difficulty or delay, 
to complete the theological = fyftem which had 
been eftabliffied in the council of Nice. The 
vehement difputes of the fourth century had been 
chiefly employed on the nature of the Son of 
God : and the various opinions, which were cm-^ 
braced concerning the Second^ were extended and 
transferred, by a natural analogy, to the Thirds 
perfon of the Trinity Yet it was found, or it 
was thought, necelfary, by the vidorious adver- 
farics of Arianifm, to explain the ambiguous Ian- 

Le Clerc has given a ciirioiis extraft (BibliotheqiieUniverfelle, 
tom. xviii. p. 91 — 103.) of the theological fermons which Gregory 
Nazianzen prononneed at Conftantinople againlV the Arians, Euno. 
inians, Macedonians, &c. He tells the Macedonians, who deified 
the Father and the Son, without the Holy Ghoft, that they might as 
, well be filled ‘tnikeifit, as DUbtlfti. Gregory hirafelf was almoft a 
Tritheift ; and his monaichy of heaven refenables a \vell-regulate 4 
viftocracy, 

guage 
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guage of fomc refpcftable doftorsj to confirm 

the faith of the Catholics j and to condemn an y , » 

unpopular and inconfiftent fefl of Macedonians * 

•who freely admitted that the Son was confubftan- 
tial to the Father, while they were fearful offeem- 
ing to acknowledge the exiftence of Tbret Gods. 

A final and unanimous fentence was pronounced 
to ratify the equal Deity of the Holy Ghoft j the 
myfterious doctrine has been received by all the 
nations, and all the churches of the Chriftian 
world i and their grateful reverence has afligned 
to the bilhops of Theodofius, the fccond rank 
among the general councils Their knowledge 
of religious truth may have been preferved by tra- 
dition, or it may have been communicated by 
infpiration j but the fober evidence of hiftory 
will not allow much weight to the perfonal au- 
thority of the Fathers of Conftantinople. In an 
age, when the ecclefiaftics had fcandaloufly de- 
generated from the model of apoftolical purity, 
the moft worthlefs and corrupt were always the 
moft eager to frequent, and difturb, the epil'copal 
aflemblies. The conflidt and fermentation of fo 
many oppofite interefis and tempers inflamed the 
paffions of the bilhops : and their ruling pafilons 
were, the love of gold, and the love of dil'pute. 

Many of the fame prelates who now applauded 
the orthodox piety of Theodofius, had repeatedly 
phanged, with prudent flexibility, their creeds 

4* The fil'd general council of Condantinopic now triumphs ia 
the Vatican : but the popes had long hefitated, and their hefitation 
perplexes, and almod daggers, the liumblc Tillcmont (Jidcin. Ecclef. 

Jotn. ix. p. 499» 500 .). 
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and opinions ; and in the various revolutions of 
^ - I the church and ftate, the religion of their fove- 
rcign was the rule of their obfcquious faith. 
When the emperor fufpended his prevailing in- 
fluence, the turbulent fynod was blindly impelled, 
by the abfurd or felfifti motives of pride, hatred, 
and refentment. The death of Meletius, which 
happened at the council of Conftantinople, prc- 
• fented the moft favourable opportunity of ter^ 
minating the fchifm of Antioch, by fufFering his 
aged rival, Paulinus, peaceably to end his days 
in the epifcopal chair. The faith and virtues of 
Paulinus were unblemilhed. But his caufe was 
fupported by the Weftcrn churches : and the 
bilhops of the fynod refolved tp perpetuate the 
mifchicfs of difcord, by the hafty ordination of a 
perjured candidate *-, rather than to betray the 
imagined dignity of the Eaft, which had been 
illuftrated by the birth and death of the Son of 
God. Such unjuft and diforderly proceedings 
forced the graveft members of the alTemblv to 
difient and tp fecede j and the clamorous ma- 
jority, which remained mafters of the field of 
battle, could be compared only to wafps or mag- 
pies, to a flight of cranes, or to a flock of geefe 

A fu- 

4-i Before the death of Meletius, fix or eight of his moft popular 
ecclefiaftics, among w hom was Flavian, had ehjutedy for the fake of 
peace, the bifhopric of Antioch (Sozomen, I. vii. c. 3. ii. Socrates, 

1. V. c. 5.). Tillemont thinks it his duty to dilbelicve the ftory ; but 
he owns that there are many circumrtances m the life of Flavian, 

^ which jetm inconfiftent with the prailes of Chryfottoni, and the cha- 

rafter of a faint (Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 541.). 

44- Confu’t Gregory Nazianzen, de Vita fua, tom. ii. p. ij — 2?. - 
His general and particular opinion of the clergy and their alTimblies, 
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A fufpicion may poflibly arife, that fo unfa- 
vourable a picture of ecclefiaftical fynods has been ■_ ' f 

drawn by the partial hand of fome obftinate here- 
tic> or fome malicious infidcU But the name of Nazian- 
the fmcere hiftorian who has conveyed this in- a'd. 381. 
ftrudlivc leflbn to the knowledge of pofterity, 
muft filence the impotent murmurs of fupcrftition 
and bigotry. He was one of the moft pious and 
eloquent bilhops of the age j a faint and a doftor 
of the church j the feourge of Arianifm, and the 
pillar of the orthodox faith ; a diftinguiftied mem- 
ber of the council of Conftantinople, in which, 
after the death of Meletius, he exercifed the 
functions of prefident : in a word — Gregory Na- 
zianzen himfclf. The harlh and ungenerous 
treatment which he experienced inftead of de- 
rogating from the truth of his evidence, affords 
an additional proof of the fpirit which aftuated 
the deliberations of the fynod. Their unanimous 
fuffrage had confirmed the pretenfions which the 
bifhop of Conftantinople derived from the choice 
of the people, and the approbation of the em- 
peror. But Gregory foon became the viftim of 
malice and envy. The biftiops of the Eaft, his 
ftrenuous adherents, provoked by his moderation 

may be feen in verfe and profe (tom. i. oiat. I. p. 33. epift. Iv. p. 814.. 
tom. ii. carmen X. p. 81.). Such paflages are faintly marked by 
Tillemont, and fairly produced by Le Clerc. 

' See Gregory', tom. ii. de Vita fua, p. 18 — 31. The fourteenth, 
twenty-fcventh, and thirty-fecond orations were pronounced in the 
ftveral ftages of this bufinefs. The peroration of thelaft(tom. i. 
p. 518.), in which he takes a folemn leave of men and angels, the 
city and the emperor, the Ealt and the Weft, &c. is pathetic, and 
admoft fublime. 

in 
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CHAP, in the affairs of Antioch, abandoned him, without 

V fupport, to the adverfe' faftion of the Egyptians j 

who difputed the validity of his elcftion, and 
rigoroufly afferted the obfolete canon, that pro- 
hibited the licentious pradlice of epifcopal tranfla- 
tions. The pride, or the humility, of Gregory 
prompted him to decline a conteft which might 
have been imputed to ambition and avarice j and 
he publicly offered, not without fome mixture of 
indignation, to renounce the government of a 
church, which had been reftored, and almofl: 
created, by his labours. His refignation was 
accepted by the fynod, and by the emperor, with 
more readinefs than he feems to have cxpefled. 
At the time when he might have hoped to enjoy 
the fruits of his vidlory, his epifcopal throne was 
filled by the fenator Neftarius j and the new arch- 
bifhop, accidentally recommended by his cafy 
temper and venerable afpeft, was obliged to de- 
lay the ceremony of his confecration, till he had 
previoufly difpatched the rites of his baptifm 
After this remarkable experience of the ingrati- 
tude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired 
once more to his obfeure folitude of Cappadocia ; 
where he employed the remainder of his life, 
about eight years, in the exercifes of poetry and 
devotion. The title of Saint has been added to 


The whimHcal ordination of Neftarius is attelled by Sozomen 
(1. vii. c. 8.) i but Tillemont obferves (Mem. Ecclei'. tom. ix. p» 
yig.), Apres tout, ce narre de Sozoineac cit fi honteux jour loiM 
ceux qu’il y mele, et fuitout pour I heodoU, qu il vaui niieux tra- 
Tailler i tc detruire, qu'a le foutenir ■, an admirable canon of c iii- 
cilm ! 
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his name ; but tl^e tendernefs of his heart*', and 
the elegance of his genius, refled; a more pleaung c 
luflreon the memory of Gregory Nazianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodofius had fup- 
prefled the infolent reign of Arianifm, or that he fiusagainil 
had abundantly revenged the injuries which the 
Catholics fuftained from the zeal of Conftantius 
and Valcns. The orthodox emperor confidered 
every heretic as a rebel againft the fupreme powers 
of heaven, and of earth ; and each of thole powers 
might exercife their peculiar jurifdidion over the 
foul and body of the guilty. The decrees of the 
council of Conllantinople had afeertained the true 
ftandard of the faith} and the ecclefiaftics, who 
governed the confcience of Theodofius, fuggefted 
the moft efiedual methods of perfecution. In 
the fpace of fifteen years, he promulgated at leaft: 
fifteen fevere edids againft the heretics ** j more 
cfpecially againft thole who rejeded the dodrinc 
of the Trinity j and, to deprive them of every 
hope of efcape, he fternly enaded, that if any 
laws, or referipts, fliould be alleged in their fa- 
vour, the judges fhould confidcr them as theille-i 
gal produdions either of fraud, or forgery. The 
penal ftatutes were direded againft the minifters, 
the aflemblies, and the perfons, of the heretics ; 
and the paflions of the legiflator were exprefled 

N 

I can only be unJerltood to mean, that fuch was his natural 
temper } when it was not hardened, or inflamed, by religious zeal. 

From his retirement, he exhorts Neflarius to prolecute the heretics 
of Conliantinople. 

43 See the Theodofian Code, 1 . xvi. tit. v. leg. 6 — 13., with, 

Godefroy's commentary on each law, and his general fummary, <jt 
Parit'ultn, tom. vi. p. 104—110. 

in 
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AP. in the language of declamation and inveftive# 

^ ' ^ I. The heretical teachers, who ufurped the facred 

’ titles of BiftiopSj or Prelbyters, were not only ex- 
eluded from the privileges and emoluments fo 
liberally granted to the orthodox clergy, but they 
were expofed to the heavy penalties of exile and 
confifeationi if they prefumed to preach the doctrine, 

' or to pradtife the rites, of their accurfed feds. A 
fine of ten pounds of gold (above four hundred 
pounds Sterling) was impofed on every perfon 
who fliould dare to confer, or receive, or pro- 
mote, an heretical ordination : and it was reafon- 
ably expeded, that if the race of paftors could be 
cxtinguiflied, their helplefs flocks would be com- ' 
pelled, by ignorance and hungerj to return within 
the pale of the Catholic Church. II. The rigeir- 
ous prohibition of conventicles was carefully ex- 
tended to every poffible circumftance, in which 
the heretics could aflemble with the intention of 
worlhipping God and Chrift according to the 
didates of their confcicnce. Their religious ' 
meetings, whether public or fecret, by day or by 
night, in cities or in the country, were equally 
proferibed by the edids of Theodofius j and the 
building, or ground, which had been ufed for that 
illegal purpofe, was forfeited to the Imperial do- 
main. III. It was fuppofed, that the error of 
the heretics could proceed only from the obftinate 
temper of their minds j and that fuch a temper 
Was a fit objed of cenfure and punilhment. The 
anathemas of the church were fortified by a fort 
of civil excommunication j which feparated them 
from their fellow-citizens, by a peculiar brand of 
4 infamy j 
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infamy j and this declaratioti of the fupreme ma- 
giftrate tended to juRify, or at lead to cxcufe, the 
infults of a fanatic populace. The fecRaries were 
gradually difqualified for the poflefllon of honour- 
able, or lucrative, employments i and Theodofius 
was fatisfied with his own juftice, when he decreed, 
that, as the Eunomians diftinguilhed the nature 
of the Son from that of the Father, they Ihould 
be incapable of making their wills, or of receiv- 
ing any advantage from teftamentary donations. 

The guilt of the Manichzean herefy was efteemed 
of fuch magnitude, that it could be expiated only 
by the death of the offender j and the fame capital 
punilhment was inflifted on the Audians, or ^ar- 
todecimans who fliould dare to perpetrate the 
atrocious crime, of celebrating, on an improper 
day, the feftival of Eafter. Every Roman might 
cxercife the right of public accufation j but the 
office of Inquifttors of the Faith, a name fodeferv- 
edly abhorred, was firft inftituted under the reign 
of Theodofius. Yet we are affured, that the exe- 
cution of his penal edids was feldom enforced ; 
and that the pious emperor appeared lefs defirous 
to puniffi, than to reclaim, or terrify, his refraflory 
fubjedls 

The theory of perfccution was eftabliffied by Execu'ion 
Theodofius, whofe jufiic.e and piety have been °;a„ana* 
applauded by the faints ; but the praftice of it, 

C13t?S) 

A.D. 385. 

49 They always kept their Eafter, like the Jewifti Paftover, on the 
fourteenth day of the firft moon after the vernal equinox ; and thus 
pertinacioufly oppofed the Roman church and Nicene fynod, which 
had fixed Eafter to a Sunday. Bingham's Antiquities, 1 . xx. c, j. 
vol. ii. p. 309. fol. edit. 

5 « Sozomen, 1 . vii. c. iz. 

VoL, V. D ‘ in 
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CHAP, in the fulleft extent, was referved for his rival and 
s_ , — i colleague Maximus, the firft, among theChriftian 
princes, who Hied the blood of his Chriftian 
fubjects, on account of their religious opinions. 
The caufe of the Prifcillianifts a recent fedl of 
heretics, who difturbed the provinces of Spain, 
was transferred, by appeal, from the fynod of 
Bourdeaux to the Imperial confiftory of Treves j 
and’ by the fentence of the Prsetorian prxfeft, 
feven perfons were tortured, condemned, and 
executed. The firft of thefe was Prifcillian ’* 
himfelf, bifliop of Avila in Spain j who adorned 
the advantages of birth and fortune, by the ac- 
compli (lime nts of eloquence and learning. Two 
prefbyters, and two deacons, accompanied their 
beloved mafler in his death, which they eftecmed 
as a glorious martyrdom ; and the number of re- 
ligious vidlims was completed by the execution of 
Latronian, a poet, who rivalled the fame of the 
ancients ; and of Euchrocia, a noble matron of 
Bourdeaux, the widow of the orator Delphi- 


5 ' See the facred Hillory of Sulpiclus Sevcnis ( 1 . ii. p. 437—451. 
edit. Lugd. Bat. 1647.), a correftand original writer. Dr. Lardner 
(Credibility, &c. part ii. vol. ix. p. 256 — 350.) has laboured this 
article, with pure learning, good fenfe, and moderation. Tillemont 
(Mem. Kcclef. tom. viii. p. 491 — 527.) has raked together all the 
dirt of the faUiers : an ufeful fcavengcr 1 

S* Severus Sulpicius mentions the arch-heretic with efleem and 
pity. Fslix proleflo, fi non pravo Ifudio corrumpiflet optimum in- 
* gerdum : prorl'us multa In eo animi et corporis bona cerneres (Hift. 
Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 439.). Even Jeixim (tom. i. in Script. Ecclef. 
p. 302.) fpeaks with temper pf Prifcillian and Latronian. ' 

5 t The birttopric (in Old Caftile) is now worth 20,000 ducats a 
year (Bufehing’s Geography, vol. ii. p. 308.), and is therefore 
much lei's likely to produce the author of anew herefy. 

2 dius. 
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dius’^ Two bilhops, who had embraced the * 
fentiments of Prifcillian, were condemned to a ' 
diftant and dreary exile”; and fome’indulgence 
was Ihewn to the meaner criminals, who aflumed 
the meric of an early 'repentance. If any credit 
could be allowed to confeffions extorted by fear 
or pain, and to vague reports, the offspring of 
malice and credulity, the herefy of the Prifcil- 
lianifts would be found to include the various 
abominations of magic, of impiety, and of lewd- 
nefs Prifcillian, who wandered about the 
world in the company of his fpiritual fiftcrs, was 
accufed of praying flark-naked in the midft of 
the congregation ; and it was confidently afferted, 
that the effeffs of his criminal intercourfe with 
the daughter of Euchrocia, had been fupprelfed, 
by means ftill more odious and criminal. But 
an accurate, or rather a candid, enquiry, will dif- 
caver, that if the Prifcillianifts violated the laws 
of nature, it was not by the licentioufnefs, but by 
the aufterity, of their lives. They abfolutely con- 
demned the ufe of the marriage-bed ; and the 
peace of families was often difturbed by indifertet 
feparations. They enjoined, or recommended, a 
total abftinence from all animal food j and their 


5+ Exprobabatuf mulieri vidux nimia religlo, et diligentius culta 
divinitas (Pacat.in Panegyr. Vet. xii. Such was the idea of a 

humane, though ignorant, polytheift. 

5S One of them was fent in Syflinam infulam qii* ultra Britan-’ 
jiiam eft. What muft have been the ancient condition of the rock, 
of Scilly (Canibden's Britannia, vol. ii. p. 1519.) ? 

S'* 1 he fcandalous calumnies of Auguftin, Pope Leo, &c. which 
Tillcmont fwallows like a child, and Laidncr refutes like a man, 
piay fugged fome canaid fufpicioni in favour of the older Gnoftict. 

D 2 continual 
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A P. continual prayers, falls, and vigils, inculcated a 
^ — I rule of ftridl and perfect devotion. The fpecu- 

lative tenets of the fedl, concerning the perfon of 
Chrift, and the nature of> the human foul, were 
derived from the Gnoftic and Manichasan fyftem ; 
and this vain philofophy, which had been tranf- 
ported from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to 
the grofler fpirits of the Weft. The obfcure dif- 
ciplcs of Prifcillian fuffered, langhilhed, and gra- 
dually difappearcd : his tenets were rejected by 
the clergy and people, but his death was the fub- 
jed of a long and vehement controverfy ; while 
Ibme arraigned, and others applauded, the juftice 
of his lentcnce. It is with pleafure that we can 
oL)ferve, the humane inconfiftency of the moll 
illuftrious faints and bifhops, Ambrofe of Milan ”, 
and Martin of Tours ** who, on this occafion, 
affertcd the caufe of toleration. They pitied the 
unhappy men, who had been executed at Treves j 
they refufed to hold communion with their epif- 
copal murderers j and if Martin deviated from that 
generous refolution, his motives were laudable, 
and his repentance was exemplary. The biftiops 
of Tours and Milan pronounced, without hefita- 
tion, the eternal damnation of heretics ; but they 
were furprifed, and ftiocked, by the bloody image 
of their temporal death, and the honeft feelings of 

57 Ambrof. tom. ii. epift. xxiv. p, 891. 

5 * In the Sacred Hiflory, and the Lite of St. Martin, Sulpiciiis 
Severus ufes fome caution ; but he declares hinilelf more freely in 
the Dialogues (iii. 15.). Martin was reproved however, by his 
own confcicnce, and by an angel j nor couid he afterwards perform 
miiacles with I'o much cafe. 

nature 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


37 


nature refifted the artificial prejudices of theology, 

The humanity of Ambrofe and Martin was con- 
firmed by the fcandalous irregularity of the pro- 
ceedings againft Prifcillian, and his adherents. 

The civil and ecclefiaftical minifters had tranf- 
grefled the limits* of their refpeiflive provinces. 

The fecular judge had prefumed to receive an 
appeal, and to pronounce a definitive fentence, 
in a matter of faith, and epifcopal jurifdiction. 

The bifhops had difgraced themfelves, by exer- 
cifing the funftion of accufers in a criminal pro- 
fecution. The cruelty of Ithacius who beheld 
the tortures, and folicitcd the death, of the heretics, 
provoked the juft indignation of mankind ; and 
the vices of that profligate bifhop were admitted 
as a proof, that his zeal was infligated by the for- 
did motives of intereft. Since the death of Prif- 
cillian, the rude attempts of perfecution have 
been refined and methodifed in the holy office, 
which afligns their diftinft parts to the ecclcfiafti- 
cal and fecular powers. The devoted viftim is 
regularly delivered by the prieft to the magiftrate, 
and by the magiftrate to the executioner } and 
the inexorable fentence of the church, which de- 
clares the fpiritual guilt of the offender, is ex- 
prefTed in the mild language of pity and intcr- 
ceffion. 

Among the ecclefiaftics, who illuftrated the Ambrofe, 
reign of Theodofius, Gregory Nazianzen was 
diftinguiflied by the talentsofaneloquentpreacher ; 

J9 The Catholic prefbyter (Sulp. Sever. 1 . ii. p. 44.8.), and the 
pagan Orator (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 29.), reprobate, with 
etjual indignation, the charafler and conduct of Itliacius. 

D 3 the 
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reputation of miraculous gifts, added weight 
dignity to the monaftic virtues of Martin of 
Tours i but the palm of epifcopal vigour and 
ability was juftly claimed by the intrepid Am- 
- brofe ®*. He was defcended from a noble family 
of Romans; his father had . exercifed the im- 
jportant office of Praetorian prxfefl of Gaul ; and 
the fon, after paffing through the ftudics of a 
liberal education, attained, in the regular grada- 
tion of civil honours, the ftation of confular of 
Liguria, a province which included the Imperial 
• refidence of Milan. At the age of thirty-four, 
and before he had received the facramcnt of bap- 
tifm, Ambrofe, to his own furprife, and to that of 
the world, was fuddenly transformed from' a go- 
vernor to an archbiffiop. Without the leafl mix- 
ture, as it is faid, of art or intrigue, the whole 
body of the people unanimoufly faluted him with 
the epifcopal title ; the concord and perfeverance 
of their acclamations were afcribed to a preter- 
natural impulfe ; and the rcluftant magirtrate was 
compelled to undertaken fpiritual office, for which 
he was not prepared by the habits and occupations 
of his former life. But the aflive force of his 
genius foon qualified him to exercife, with zeal 

*0 The life of St. Martin, and the Dialojcues concerning his 
miracles, contain facls adapted to the grolTeH baibarilin, in a llvle 
not unworthy of the Auguftan age. So natural is the alliance be- ‘ 
tween good tafte and good fenfe, that I am always alloniflicd by this 
eontraft. 

*' The (hort and fuperficial life of St. Ambrofe, by his deacon 
Paulinus (Appendix ad edit. Benedift. p. i — xv.), has the merit of 
original evidence. Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 78 — 306.), 
And the Benedifline editors (p. xxxi— Ixiii.), have laboured with 
fbeir ufual diligence. 

an4 
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and prudence, the duties of his ecclefiaftical iurif- chap. 

. . XXVII. 

didion ; and, while he cheerfully renounced the 'j 

vain and fplcndid trappings of temporal greatnefs, 
he condefcended, for the good of the church, to 
diredl the confcience of the emperors, and to con- 
•troul the adminiftration of the empire. Gratian 
loved and revered him as a father; and the ela- 
borate treatife on the faith of the Trinity, was 
defigned for the inftruftion of the young prince. 

After his tragic death, at a time when the em- 
prefs Juftina trembled for her own fafety, and 
for that of her fon Valcntinian, ' the archbifhop of 
Milan was difpatched, on two different embafTies, 
to the court of Treves. He exercifed, with equal 
firmnefs and dexterity, the powers of his fpiritual 
and political charafters ; and perhaps contributed, 
by his authority and eloquence, to check the am- 
bition of Maximus, and to protect the peace of 
Italy**. Ambrofe had devoted his life, and his 
abilities, to the fervice of the church. Wealth was 
the object of his contempt ; he had renounced his 
private patrimony ; and he fold, without hefita- 
tion, the confecrated plate for the redemption of 
captives. The clergy and people of Milan were 
attached to their archbifhop ; and he deferved 
the efteem, without foliciting the favour, or ap- 
prehending the difpleafure, of his feeble fove- 


reigns. 


The government of Italy, and of the young Hisfuc 
emperor, naturally devolved to his mother Juftina, 
a woman of beauty and fpirit, but who, in the 

^ ‘ Jultina, 


. ** Ambrofe hiinfelf (tom. ii. epift. xxiv. p. 888—891.) gives 
the emperor a very fpirited account of his own embafly. 


A.D. 38s 
April 3— . 

April 10^ 


U4 
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C H AP, rnidft of an orthodox people, had the misfortune 
1^— ' ■ of profelFing the Arian herefy, which fhe endea- 
voured to inftil into the mind of her fon. Juftina 
was perfuaded, that a Roman emperor might 
claim, in his own dominions, the public exercife 
of his religion ; and Ihe propofed to the arch- 
bifhop, as a moderate and reafonable conceffion, 
that he fhould refign the ufe of a fingle church, 
either in the city or fuburbs of Milan. But the 
condudl of Ambrofe was governed by very dif- 
ferent principles The palaces of the earth 
might indeed belong to Casfar ; but the churches 
were the houfes of God ; and, within the limits 
of his diocefe, he himfelf, as the lawful fucceflbr 
of the apoftles, was the only minifter of God. The 
privileges of Chriftianity, temporal as well as fpi- 
ritual, were confined to the true believers j and 
the mind of Ambrofe was fatisfied, that his own 
theological opinions were the ftandard of truth 
, and orthodoxy. The archbifhop, who refufed to 
hold any conference, or negociation, with the in- 
ftruments of Satan, declared, with modeft firm- 
nefs, his refolution to die a martyr, rather than to 
yield to the impious facrilege ; and Juftina, who 
relented the refufal as an adt of infolence and re- 
bellion, haftily determined to exert the Imperial 
prerogative of her fon. As fhe defired to perform 
her public devotions on the approaching feftival 


His own reprefentation of his principles and conduft (tom. ii. 
epift. XX. xxi. xxii. p. 851 — 8S0.) is one of the curious monuments 
of" eccltfiallical antiquity. It contains two letters to his filler Mar- 
ccllina, wi(h a petition to Valcntinian, and the fermon de BtJUic'a nom 
Irudtndh. 

of 
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of Eafter, Ambrofe was ordered to appear before chap, 
the council. He obeyed the fummons with the u— 
rcfpedl of a faithful fubjeft, but he was /oHowed, 
without his confent, by an innumerable people : 
they prefled, with impetuous zeal, againft the 
gates of the palace ; and the affrighted miniffers 
of Valentinian, inftead of pronouncing a fentencc 
of exile on the archbiftiop of Milan, humbly re- 
queffed that he would intcrpofe his authority, to 
protedl the perfon of the emperor, and to reftore 
the tranquillity of the capital. But the promifes 
which Ambrofe received and communicated, were 
foon violated by a perfidious court j and, during 
fix of the moft folemn days, which Chriftian piety 
has fet apart for the exercife of religion, the city 
was agitated by the irregular convulfions of tumult 
and fanaticifm. The officers of the houfehold 
were direfted to prepare, firft, the Portian, and 
afterwards, the new, Bafilica, for the immediate 
reception of the emperor, and his mother. The 
fplendid canopy and hangings of 'the royal feat 
were arranged in the cuftomary rhanner; but it 
was found neceflary to defend them, by a ftrong 
guard, from the infults' of the populace. The 
Arian ecclefiaftics, who ventured to (hew them- 
felves in the ftreets, were expofed to the moflr 
imminent danger of their lives ; and Ambrofe 
enjoyed the merit and reputation of refeuing his 
perfonal enemies from the hands of the enraged” 
multitude. 

But while he laboured to reftrain the effedls of 
their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his fermons 
continually inflamed the angry and feditious tem- 
per 
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CHAP, per of the people of Milan. The characters of 
Eve, of the wife of Job, of Jezabel, of Herodias, 
were indecently applied to the mother of the em- 
peror ; and her defire to obtain a church for the 
Arians, was compared to the moft cruel perfe- 
cutions which Chriftianity had endured under the 
reign of Paganifm. The meafures of the court 
ferved only to expofe the magnitude of the evil. 
A fine of two hundred pounds of gold was impofed 
on the corporate body of merchants and manu- 
faflurers : an order was fignified, in the name of 
the emperor, to all the officers, and inferior ferr 
vants, of the courts of juftice, that, during the 
continuance of the public diforders, they fhould 
ftridbly confine themfelvcs to their houfes : and 
the miniflers of Valentinian imprudently con- 
fefled, that the moft refpedlable part of the citi- 
zens of Milan was attached to the caufe of their 
archbiihop. He was again folicited to refiore 
peace to his country, by a timely compliance 
with the will of his fovereign. The reply of Am- 
brofe was couched in the moft humble and re- 
fpeflful terms, which might, however, be inter- 
preted as a ferious declaration of civil war. “ His 
“ life and fortune were in the hands of the em- 
** perorj but he Would never betray the church of 
Chrift, or degrade the dignity of the epifeopah 
charaftcr. In ftfch a caufe, he was prepared 
“ to fufier whatever the malice of the dtemon 
could inflidtj and he only wifhed to die in the 
prefence of his faithful flock, and at the foot 
** of the altar ; be. had not contributed to excite, 
** but it was in the power of God alone to ap- 

“ peafe. 
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peafe, 'the rage of the people : he deprecated < 
the fcenes of Olood and contution, which were < 
likely to enfue j and it was his fervent prayer, 
** that he might notfurvive to behold the ruin of 
** a flourifhing city, and perhaps the defoiacion of 
** all Italy The obftinate bigotry of Juflina 
■would have endangered the empire of her fon, if, 
in this conteft with the church and people of 
Milan, (he could have depended on the aftivc 
'obedience of the troops of the palace. A large 
body of Goths had marched to occupy the Baftlica., 
which was rlic object of the difpute : and it might 
be expefted from the Arian principles, and bar- 
barous manners, of thefe foreign mercenaries, 
that they would not entertain any fcruples in the 
execution of the moft fanguinary orders. They 
■were encountered, on the facred threfliold, by the 
archbifliop, who, thundering againfl: them a fen- 
tcnce of excommunication, afkcd them, in the 
tone of a father and a mafter, Whether it was to 
invade the houfe of God, that they had implored 
the hofpitable proteflion of the republic ? The 
fufpenfe of the Barbarians allowed fome hours for 
a more elfeclual negociation ; and the emprefs 
was-perfuaded, by tlie advice'of herwifeft coun- 
fellors, to leave the Catholics in pofTcffion of all 
the churches of Milan j and to dili'emble, till a 

*+ Retz had a fiirlilar mcfTage From thfc queen, to requeft that he 
would appeal'e the tumult of Paris. It was no longer in his power, 
kc. A quoi j’ajoiitai tout ce que vous pouvez vous imaginer de re- 
tpcci, dedouleur, dc regret, etde foumiflion, &c. (Memoires, tom. i. 
p. i+o.) Certainly I do rot compare either the caufes, or the men ] 
yet the coadjutor hinafclf had fome iJea(p. 84.) of imitating St. Ara- 
brofe. 

more 
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A P. more convenient feafon, her intentions of revenge. 

V — ,_-r- ' i The mother of Valentinian could never forgive 
the triumph of Ambrofe ; and the royal youth 
uttered a pafllonate exclamation, that his own 
fervants were ready to betray him into the hands 
of an infolent prieft. 

A.D. 3S6. The laws of the empire, fome of which were 
inferibed with the name of Valentinian, ftill con- 
demned the Arian herefy, and feemed to excufc 
the refiftance of the Catholics. By the influence 
of Juftina, an edi£t of toleration was promulgated 
in all the provinces which were fubjed to the 
court of Milan ; the free exercife of their religion 
was granted to thofe who profeflTed the faith of 
Rimini ; and the emperor declared, that all per- 
fons who fhould infringe this facred and falutary 
conflitution, fliould be capitally punifhed, as. the 
enemies of the public peace The characlcr 
and language of the archbifhop of Milan may 
jufl:ify the fufpicion, that his tondud foon afforded 
a reafonable ground, or at leaft a fpecious pre- 
' tence, to the Arian minifters who watched the 
opportunity of furprifing him in fome ad of dif- 
obedience to a law, which he ftrangely reprefents 
as a law of blood and tyranny. A fentence of 
eafy and hopourable banilhment was pronounced, 
which enjoined Ambrofe to depart from Milan 
without delay ; whilfl it permitted him to chufe 
the place of his exile, and the number of his 
companions. But the authority of the faints, 
who have preached and pradifed the maxims of 

I 

<5 Sozomen alone ( 1 . vii. c. 13.) throws this luminous faft into a 
dark and perplexed narrative. 

paflive 


Digitized by Google 



45 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIR^E, 

palTive loyalty, appeared to Ambrofe of lefs mo- 

ment than the extreme and prefling danger of the y ^ 

church. He boldly rcfufed to obey ; and his 
refufal was fupported by the unanimous confent 
of his faithful people They guarded by turns 
the perfon of their archbilhop ; the gates of the 
cathedral and the epifcopal palace were ftrongly 
fecuredj and the Imperial troops, who had formed 
the blockade, were unwilling to rilk the attack, 
of that impregnable fortrefs. The numerous 
poor, who had been relieved by the liberality of 
Ambrofe, embraced the fair occafion of fignalifing 
their zeal and gratitude ; and as the patience of 
the multitude might have been exhaufted by the 
length and uniformity of nocturnal vigils, he 
prudently introduted intorthe church of Milan 
the ufeful inftitution of a loud and regular pfalm- 
ody. While he maintained this arduous con- 
teft, he was inftrufted, by a dream, to open the 
earth in a place where the remains of two martyrs, 
Gervafius and Protafuis had been depofited 
above three hundred years. Immediately under 
the pavement of the church two perfeft Ikeletons 
were found ®’, with the heads feparated from their 

bodies, 

Excubabat pia plebs in ecc^fii mori parata cum cpifcopo 
fuo . . . Nos adhuc frigiill cxcitubamur tamen civitatc attonita atijue 
turbata. Auguliin. Confeflior. I. ix. c. 7. 

*7 Tillemont, Mem. Ecclel'. tom. ii. p. 78. 49S. Many churches , 
in Italy, Gaul, &c. were dedicated to thele unknown martyrs, of 
whom St. Gerval'e fecms to have been more foitunaic tlian his com- 
panion. 

Invenimus mirae magiiitudinis viros duos, ut prifca aetas fere- 
bat. Tom. ii. epift. xxii. p. 875. The fize of thele Ikeletons was 
fortunately, or IkilfuHy, fuitcU to the popular- prejudice of the gra-' 

dual 
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bodies, and a plentiful efTufiqn of blood. Thd 
V — — > holy relics were prefcnted, in folemn pomp, ta, 
the veneration of the people i and everyj circurn- 
ftance of this fortunate difcovery,\vas admirably, 
adapted to promote ^the defigns of Ambrofe. The 
bones of the martyrs, their blood, their garments, 
were fuppofed to contain a healing power; and ^ 
the prasternatural influence was communicated to^ 
the mofl: diftant,obje(51s, without lofing.,any pare , 
of its original virtue. The, extraordinary cure of. c 
a blind, man and the reluctant confeflion^ of<-- 
feveral dajmooiacs, appeared to juflify the faith. , 
and fandlity of Ambrofe ; and the truth of thofc i; 
m.ira,cles .is attelleJ by Ambrofe himfelf, by his 
fecretary Paulinus, and by his profciyte, the ce- 
lebrated Auguftin, whoi at thactrime, profelTed'. 
thc.art of, rhetoric in Milan. Theireafon of thci: 
prefent age may pofllbly approve the incredulity 
of Juflina and lier Arian court ; w ijo derided the ■ 
theatrical reprefencations, which were exhibited 
by the contrivance; and at the expence, of the 
ai'chbi^iop Their effedt, however, on the 
minds of the people, was rapid and irrefitiible ; 
and the feeble fovereign of Italy found himfelf 

<lusl clecreafe of the human ftature : which has prevailed in every 
age fmee the time of Homer. 

Grandiaque effollis mirabitur olfa fcpulchris. 

Ambrof. tom. ii.epift. xxii. p. 875. .Auguftin. Confef. I. ix. 
c. 7. de Civitat. Dei, 1 . xxii. c. 8. Paulin, in Vita St. Ambrof. 
c. 14. in Append. Benedift. p.'4. The blind man's name was 
Sevcius; he touched the holy garment, recovered his fight, and de- 
voted ihe left of his life (at leaft twenty five years) to the lei vice of 
the church. I ftiould recommend this miracle to our divines, if it 
did not prove the worftiip of relics, as well as the Niccnc creed. 

Paulin, in Vit. St. Ambrof. c. 5. in Append, Bcr.eJid, p. 5. 

unable 
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unable ro contend with the favourite of heaven. C HAP. 
The powers likewife of the earth interpofed in the . ^ 

defence of Ambrofe ; the difintcrellcd advice of 
Thcodofius was the genuine refult of piety and 
friendfhip j and the malk of religious zeal con- . . 
cealed the hoftile and ambitious defigns of the 
tyrant of Gaul 

The reign of Maximus might have ended in Maximnt 
peace and proiperity, could he have contented 
himfelf with the pofTefTion of three ample coun- 
tries, which now conftitute the three mod flou- 

I , ^ 

rilhing kingdoms of modern Europe. But th^^ 
afpiring ufurper, whofe fordid ambition was not ^ 
dignified by the love of glory and of arms, con- 
fidered his aftual forces as the inftruments only . 
of h is future greatnefs, and his fuccefs was the^^ 
immediate caufe of his deftrudlion. The wealth 
which he extorted from the opprefTed provinces 
of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was employed in, 
levying and maintaining a formidable army, of , 
Barbarians, collefted, for the mod part, from the 
fierced nations of Germany. The conqued of 
Italy was the objedl of his hopes and preparations ; 
and he fecretly meditated the ruin of an innocent 
youth, whofe government was abhorred and dc- 
fpifed by his Catholic fubjcdts. But as Maximus 

wifhed to occupy, without refidance, the pafles of 
1 

7* Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 190. 750. lie partially 
allows the mediation of Theodollus ; and capricioufly rcjcfls that of 
Maximus, though it is attefted by Profper, Sozomcn, and Thec- 
dorit. 

7 * The modeft cenfure of Sulpicius (Dialog. lii. 15.) inflifls a 
much deeper Wound than the feeble declamation of Pacatus (xii. 

*5, 26.), 

the 
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CHAP, the Alps, he received, with perfidious fmiles, 
^ ^ Domninus of Syria, the ambaflador of Valcn- 

tinian, and prclTcd him to accept the aid of a 
confiderable body of trbops, for the fervice of a 
Pannonian war. The penetration of Ambrofe 
had difcovered the fnares of an enemy under the 
profcffions of friendfliip ; but the Syrian Dom- 
ninus was corrupted, or deceived, by the liberal 
favour of the court of Treves j and the-Council 
‘ of Milan obftinately rejedted the fufpicion of dan- 
ger, with a blind confidence, which vj'as the effeft, 
not of courage, but of fear. The march of the 
auxiliaries was guided by the ambaflador j : and 
they were admitted, without diftruft, into the 
fortrefles of the Alps. the crafty tyrant fol- 

lowed, with hafty and filent footfteps, in the rear; 
and, as he diligently intercepted all intelligence 
of his motions, the gleam of armour, and the duft 
excited by the troops of cavalry, firll announced 
the hoftile approach of a ftranger to the gates of 
Milan. In this extremity, Judina and her'fon 
might accufe their own imprudence, and the per- 
fidious arts of Maximus j but they wanted time, 
and force, and refolution, to (land againd the 
Gauls and Germans, either in the field, or within 
the walls of a large and difaffeeded city. Flight 
was their only hope, Aquileia their only refuge 
and as Maximus now difplayed his genuine cha- 
rafler, the brother of Gratian might expeft the 
fame fate from the hands of the fame afTalTin. 

7 J Efto tutior adverfus hoiTilnem, pacis involucro tcgenlcm, was 
the wife caution of Ambrofe (tom. ii, p. 891.), after his return 
fium his fecond embalTy, 

f Maximus 
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Maximus entered Milan in triumph j and if the 
wife archbilhop refufcd a dangerous and criminal 
connexion with the ufurper, he might indireftly 
contribute to the fuccefs‘‘of his arms, by incul- 
cating, from the pulpit, the duty of refignation, 
rather than that of refiftance The unfortunate 
Jultina reached Aquileia in fafety j but flie dif- 
truftcd the ftrength of the fortifications i Ihd 
dreaded -the event of a fiegej and fhe refolved to 
implore the proteflion of the great Theodofius, 
whofe power and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the Weft. A veflel was fecretly pro- 
vided'- to tranfpor't the Imperial family ; they 
embarked with precipitation in one of the obfeurO 
harbours of Venetia, or Iftria j traverfed the 
whole extent of -the Hadriatic and Ionian feas j 
turned the extreme promontory of Peloponnefus j 
and, after a long, but fuccefsful, navigation, re- 
pofed themfelves in the port of Theflalonica. 

All the fubjefls of Valentinian deferted the caufe Fliglitof 
of a prince, who, by his abdication, had abfolved 
them from the duty of allegiance; and if the 
little city of Ailmona, on the verge of Italy, had 
not prefumed to ftop the career of his inglorious 
viftory, Maximus would have obtained, without 
a ftruggle, the foie poflcnion of the weftern em- 
pire. 

Inftead of inviting his royal guefts to the palace Thoo^o- 
of Conftantinople, Theodofius had feme unknown arms in 
reafons to fix their refidence at Theflalonica ; but 

tinian. 

7 * Enronhis (A. D. 3S7. N'’ 63.) applies to this feafon of pulr- A-D. 
lie diftrefs Tome of the penitential feimons of the arclibilhop. 
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thefe reafons did not proceed from contempt or 
u_i* indifference, as he fpeedily made a vifit to that 
city, accompanied by the greateft part of his 
court and fenate. After the firft tender expref- 
fions of friendfhip and fympathy, the pious emperor 
of the Eaft gently admonifhed Juftina, that the 
guilt of herefy was fometimes punifhed in this 
world, as well as in the next i and that the public 
profefiion of the Nicene faith, would be the moft 
clHcuciovis ilep to promote the reftoration of her 
Ion, by the fatisfaftion which it muft occafion 
both on earth and in heaven. The momentous 
queftion of peace or war was referred, by Theo- 
, dofius, to the deliberation of his council; and 
the arguments which might be alleged on the fide 
of honour and juftice, had acquired, fince the 
death of Gratian, a confiderable degree of addi- 
tional weight. The perfecution of the Imperial 
family, to which Theodofius himfclf had been in- 
debted for his fortune, was now aggravated by 
recent and repeated injuries. Neither oaths nor 
treaties could reftrain the boundlefs ambition of 
Maximus ; and the delay of vigorous and decifive 
meafures, inftead of prolonging the bleflings of 
peace, would expofe the caftern empire to the 
. danger of an hoftile invafion. The Barbarians, 
who had pafled the Danube, had lately aflumed 
the charaffer of foldiers and fubjedls, but their 
native fiercenefs was yet untamed ; and the ope- 
rations of a war, which would exercife their valour, 
and diminifh their numbers, might tend to relieve 
the provinces from an intolerable oppreffion, 
Notwithftanding thefe fpecious and folid reafons, 

which 
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which were approved by a majority of the coun- 
cil, Theodofuis IHII hefitated, whether he fhould 
draw the fword in a conteft, which could no longer 
admit any terms of reconciliation j and his mag- 
nanimous charader was not difgraced by the ap- 
prehenfions which he felt for the fafety of his in- 
fant fons, and the welfare of his exhaufted people. 
In this moment of anxious doubt, while the fate 
of the Roman world depended on the refolution 
of a fingle man, the charms of the princefs Galla 
moft powerfully pleaded the caufc of her brother 
Valentinian’*.- The heart of Theodofius was 
foftened by the tears of beauty j his affedions 
were infenfibly engaged by the graces of youth - 
and innocence; the art of Juftina managed and 
direded the impulfe of paflion ; and the celebra- 
tion of the royal nuptials was the affurance and 
fignal of the civil war. The*^unfeeling critics, 
who confider every amorous weaknefs as an in- 
delible ftain on the memory of a great and ortho- 
dox emperor, are inclined, on this occafion, to 
difpute the fufpicious evidence of the hi dorian 
Zofimus. For my own part, I lhall frankly con- 
fefs, that I am willing to find, or even to feek, in 
the revolutions of the world, fome traces of the 
mild and tender fentiments of dort>efiic life; and, 
amidft the crowd of fierce and ambitious con- 
querors, I can diftinguilli, with peculiar com- 

~t ,Thc flight of Valentiniati, and the love of Theodofius for his 
’ tifter, are related by Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p. 263, 164.). Tillcmont pro- 
duces fome weak and ambiguous evidence to antedate the fecond 
marriage of Theodofius (Hift. des Eropereurs, tom. v. p. 740.), and 
confequently to refute ces contes de Zofime, qui feroient trop con- 
traires a la piet< de Theodoft. 

E 2 placency, 
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A P. placency, a gentle hero, who may be fuppofcd to 
/ — — .1 receive his armour from the hands of love. The 
alliance of the Perfian king was fecured by the 
faith of treaties ; the martial Barbarians were per- 
fuaded to follow the ftandard, or to refpeft the 
frontiers, of an adivc and liberal monarch } and 
the dominions of Theodofius, from the Euphrates 
to the Hadriatic, refounded with the preparation^’ 
of war both by land and fea. The fkilful dif- 
pofition of the forces of the Eaft feemed to mul- 
tiply their numbers, and diftraded the attention 
of Maximus. He had reafon to fear, that a chofcn 
body of troops, under the command of the in- 
trepid Arbogaftes, would dircd their march 
along the banks of the Danube, and boldly pene- 
trate through the Rhastian provinces into the 
centre of Gaul. A powerful fleet was equipped 
in the harbours of Greece and Epirus, with an 
apparent defign, that as foon as the pafiage had 
been opened by a naval vidory, Valentinian, and 
his mother, fhould land in Italy, proceed, with-* 
out delay, to Rome, and occupy the majeftic feat 
of religion and empire. In the mean while, 
Theodofius himfelf advanced at the head of a 
brave and difeiplined army, to encounter his un- 
worthy rival, who, after the fiege of Winona, had 
' fixed his camp in the neighbourhood of Sifeia, a 

city of Pannonia, ftrongly fortified by the broad 
and rapid dream of the Save. 

Defeat and The veterans, who dill remembered the long 
refidance, and fuccefiive refources, of the tyrant 
A.D. j 8 g. Magnentius, might prepare themfelves for the 
Auguft, labours of three bloody campaigns. But the con- 

2 ted 
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tcft with his fucceflbr, who, like him, had ufurped 
the throne of the Weft, was eafily decided in the ■_ - — ’i 
term of two months and within the fpace of 
two hundred miles. The fuperior genius of the 
emperor of the Eaft might prevail over the feeble 
Maximus ; who, in this important crifis, fhewed 
himfclf deftitutc of military fkill, or perfonal cou- 
rage j but the abilities of Theodofius were fe- 
conded by the advantage which he poflefted of a 
numerous and aftive cavalry. The Huns, the 
Alani, and, after their example, the Goths them- 
felves, were formed into fqgadrons of archers ; 
who fought on horfeback, and confounded the 
fteady valour of the Gauls and Germans, by the 
rapid motions of a Tartar war. After the fatigue 
of a long march, in the heat of fummer, they 
fpurred their foaming horfes inter the waters of 
the Save, fwam the river in the prefence of the 
enemy, and inftantly charged and routed the 
troops who guarded the high ground on the oppo- 
fite fide. Marcellinus, the tyrant’s brother, ad- 
vanced to fupport them with the feleft cohorts, 
which were confidered as the hope and ftrength 
of the army. The aeftion, which had been inter- 
rupted by the approach of night, was renewed in 
the morning j and, after a fliarp conflidl, the fur- 
viving remnant of the braveft foldiers of Maxi- 
mus threw down their arms at the feet of the con- ' 
queror. Without fufpending his march, to re- 
ceive the loyal acclamations of the citizens of 
Winona, Theodofius prefled forwards, to ter- 

7^ Sec Godefroy's Chronolog}^ofthe Laws, Cod. Thcodof.tom. i, 
p. cxix. 
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minate the war by the death or captivity of his 
rival, who fled before him with the diligence of 
fear. From the fummit of the Julian Alps, he de- 
fcended with fuch incredible fpecd into the plain 
of Italy, that he reached Aquileia on the evening of 
the firft day ; and Maximus, who found himfelf 
cncompalTcd on all fides, had fcarcely time to fhut 
the gates of the city. But the gates could not 
long refill the effort of a vidlorious enemy ; and 
the defpair, the difaffedlion, the indifference of 
the foldiers and people, haftened the downfall of 
the wretched Maximus. He was dragged from 
his throne, rudely ftripped of the Imperial orna-- 
ments, the robe, the diadem, and the purple 
flippers ; and conduced, like a malefaflor, to the 
camp and prefence of Theodofius, at a place about 
three miles from Aquileia. The behaviour of 
the emperor was not intended to infult, and he 
(hewed fome difpofition to pity and forgive, the 
tyrant of the Weft, who had never been his per- 
fonal enemy, and was now become the objedl of 
his contempt. Our fympathy is the moft forcibly 
excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex- 
pofed ; and the fpeflacle of a proud competitor, 
now proftrate at his feet, could not fail of pro- 
ducing very ferious and folemn thoughts in the 
mind of the vidtorious emperor. But the feeble 
emotion of involuntary pity was checked by his 
regard for public juftice, and the memory of Gra- 
tian } and he abandoned the victim to the pious 
zeal of the foldiers, who drew him out of the Im- 
perial prefence, and inftantly feparated his head 
from his body. The intelligence of his defeat 

and 
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and death was received with fincere, or well- 
diflembled, joy : his fon Vidlor, on whom he had 
conferred the title of Auguftus, died by the order, 
perhaps by the hand, of the bold Arbogaftes j 
and all the military plans of Theodofius were 
fuccefsfully executed. When he had thus ter- 
minated the civil war, with lefs difficulty and 
bloodffied than he might naturally expeft, he em- 
ployed the winter months of his refidence at 
Milan, to reftore the ftate of the afflided pro- 
vinces ; and early in the fpring he made, after the 
example of Conftantine and Conftantius, his 
triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Roman empire 

The orator, who may be fdent without danger, 
may praife without difficulty, and without re- 
luftance j and pofterity will confefs, that the 
charafter of Theodofius might furniffi the fub- 
jefV of a fincere and ample panegyric. The 

77 BeUdes the hints which may be gathered from chronicles and 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, Zofimus ( 1 . iv. p- 259 — 267. )» Orofius ( 1 . vii. 
c. 35.). a«d Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 30—47.), fupply the 
loofc and fcanty materials of this eivil war. Ambrofe (lean. ii. 
cpilt. xl. p. 952, 953.) darkly alludes to the well-known events of a 
magazine furprifed, an aflionat PetovLo, a Sicilian, perhaps a naval, 
viftory, &c. Aufonius (p. 256. edit. Toll.) applauds die peculiar 
merit, and good fortune, of Aquileia. 

7* Quara promptum laudare priiKipem, tarn tuturn fduifle deprin- 
cipe (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 2.). Latinus Pacatus Drepanius, 
a native of Gaul, pronounced this oration at Rome (A. D. 388.). 
He was afterwards proconful of Africa ; and his friend Aufonius 
praifes him as a poet, fecond only to Virgil. Sec Tilleraont, Hilt, 
des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 303. 

79 See the fair portrait of Theodofius, by the younger Viftor; tlie 
ftrokes arc dillinft, and the colours are m.xed. The jiraife of Paca- 
tns is too vague ; and Claudian always Items afraid ot exalting the 
father above the fon. 
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wifdom of his laws, and the fuccefs of his armc, 
rendered his adminiftration refpcftable in the eyes 
both of his fubjedls, and of his enemies. He 
loved and praftifed the virtues of domeftic life, ‘ 
y/hich feldom hold their rcfidence in the palaces of 
kings. Theodofius was chafte and temperate : he 
enjoyed, without excefs, the fenfual and facial 
pleafures of the table ; and the warmth of his 
amorous paffions was never diverted from their 
lawful objefts. The proud titles of Imperial 
greatnefs were adorned by the tender narr^es of a 
faithful hulband, an indulgent father j his uncle 
was raifed, by his affedlionate efteem, to the rank 
of a fecond parent : Theodofius embraced, as his 
own, the children of his brother and fifter; and 
the exprelTions of his regard were extended to the 
moft diftant and obfeure branches of his nu- 
merous kindred. His familiar friends wereju- 
dicioufly feleiled from among thofe perfons, who, 
in the equal intercourfe of private life, had ap- 
peared before his eyes without a mafk; the con- 
feioufnefs of perfonal and fuperior merit enabled 
him to defpife the accidental diftinftion of the 
purple i and he proved by his condu^b, that he 
nad forgotten all the injuries, while he moftgrate- 
• fully remembered all the favours and fervices, 
which he had received before he afeended the 
throne of the Roman empire. The ferious, or 
lively, tone of his converfation, was adapted to 
the age, the rank, or the charadler, of his fub- 
jefts whom he admitted into his fociety ; and the 
affability of his manners difplayed the image of 
his mind. Theodofius ref|)edlcd the fimplicity of 
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the good and virtuous; every art, every talent, 
of an ufcful, or even of an innocent, nature, was . ' 
rewarded by his judicious liberality; and, except 
the heretics, whom he perfecuted with implacable 
hatred, the diffufive circle of his benevolence was 
circumferibed only by the limits of the human 
race. The government of a mighty empire may 
affuredly fuffice to occupy the time, and the abi- 
lities, of a mortal : yet the diligent prince, with- 
out afpiring to the unfuitablc reputation of pro- 
found learning, always referved fome moments of 
his leifure for the inftrudive amufement of read- 
ing. Hiftory, which enlarged his experience, 
was his favourite Itudy. The annals of Rome, 
in the long period of eleven hundred years, pre- ' 
fented him with a various and Iplendid pidlure of 
human life ; and it has been particularly obferved, 
that whenever he perufed the cruel afls of Cinna, 
of Marius, or of Sylla, he warmly exprefied his' 
generous deteftation of thofe enemies of humanity 
and freedom. His difinterefted opinion of paft 
events was ufefully applied as the rule of his own 
actions ; and Theodofius has deferved the fingular 
commendation, that his virtues always feemed to 
expand with his fortune : the feafon of his pro- 
fperity was that of his moderation ; and his cle- 
mency appeared the moft confpicuous after the 
danger and fuccefs of the civil war. The Mooriflt , 
guards of the tyrant had been maffacred in the 
firft heat of the vidlory; and a fmall number of 
the moft obnoxious criminals fuffered the punilh- 
ment of the law. But the emperor fiiewed him- 
fdf much more attentive to relieve the innocent, 

than 
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c^H A^P. than to chaftifc the guilty. The opprefled fub- 
V ^ jefts of the Weft, who would have deemed them- 
felves happy in the reftoration of their lands, were 
aftonifhed to receive a fum of money equivalent 
to their Ioffes j and the liberality of the conqueror 
fupported the aged mother, and educated the 
orphan daughters, of Maximus*®. A character 
thus accomplilhed, might almoft excufe the ex- 
travagant fuppofition of the orator Pacatus ; that, 
if the elder Brutus could be permitted to revifit 
the earth, the ftern republican would abjure, at 
the feet of Theodofius, his hatred of kings ; and 
ingenuoufly confefs, that fuch a monarch was 
the moft faithful guardian of the happinefs and 
dignity, of the Roman people *'. 

Faults of Yet the piercing eye of the founder of the re- 
Theodo- pybijc muft have difeerned two effential imper- 
fedions, which might, perhaps, have abated his 
recent love of defpotifm. The virtuous mind of 
Theodofius was often relaxed by indolence **, and 
it was fometimes inflamed by pafllon **. In the 
purfuit of an important objed, his adlive courage 


Ambrof. tom. ii. epift, xl. p. 955. Pacatus, from the want of 
(kill, or of courage, omits this glorious circumftance. 

Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 10, 

Zofiimis, 1 . iv. p. 171, I71. His partial evidence is marked 
by an air «#f candour and truth. He obferves thefe viciflitudes of 
lloth, and aftivity, not as a vice, but as a fingulaiity, in the cha- 
rafter of Theodofius. 

This choleric temper is acknowledged, andexcufed, by Viflor. 
Sed habes (fays Ambrofe, in decent and manly language, to his 
fovereign) natui-x impetum, quem fi quis lenire velit, cito vertes ad 
itiifericordiam : ii quis ftimulet, in magis exfufeitas, ut cum revocare 
vix poflis (tom. ii. epift. li. p. 998.). Theodofius (Claud, in iv. 
Conf. Hon. 166, Sic.) exhorts his fou to moderate his anger. 

was 
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was capable of the moft vigorous exertions j but, 
as foon as the defign was accomplilhed, or the < — ^ — >, 
danger was furmountcd, the hero funk into in- 
glorious repofc } and, forgetful that the time of a 
prince is the property of his people, refigned him- 
fclf to the enjoyment of the innocent, but trifling, 
pleafures of a luxurious court. The natural dif- 
pofition of Theodofius was hafty and choleric ; 
and, in a ftation where none could refift, and few 
would diflliade, the fatal confequence of his re- 
fentment, the humane monarch was juftly alarmed 
by the confcioufnefs of his infirmity, and of his 
power. It was the conftant ftudy of his life to 
fupprefs, or regulate, the intemperate Tallies of 
paflionj and the fuccefs of his efforts enhanced 
the merit of his clemency. But tlie painful vir- 
tue which claims the merit of vi>5tory, is ex- 
pofed to the danger of defeat j and the reign of a 
wife and merciful prince was polluted by an act of 
cruelty, which would ftain the annals of Nero or 
Domitian. Within the fpace of three years, the 
inconfiflent hiflorian of Theodofius muft relate the 
generous pardon of the citizens of Antioch, and the 
inhuman maffacre of the people of Theflalonica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabitants of An- ThefedU 
tioch was never fatisfied with their own fituation, 

Antioch, 

or with the character, and conduft, of their fuc- A.D. 387. - 
ceflive fovereigns. The Arian Tubjefts of Theo- 
dbfius deplored the lofs of their churches j and, 
as three rival bifhops, difputed the throne of An- 
tioch, the fentence which decided their pretenfions 

excited 
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excited the murmurs of the two unfuccefsful con- 
Ui^Y*^ gregations. The exigencies of the Gothic war, 
and the inevitable expence that accompanied the 
conclufion of the peace, had conftrained the em- 
peror to aggravate the weight of the public im- 
pofitions i and the provinces of Afia, as they had 
not been involved in the diftrefs, were the lefs 
inclined to contribute to the relief, of Europe. 
The aufpicious period now approached of the 
tenth year of his reign a feftival more grateful to 
thefoldiers, who received a liberal donative, than 
to the fubjefts, whofe voluntary offerings had 
been long fince converted into an extraordinary 
and opprefllve burthen. The edifls of taxation 
interrupted the repofe, and pleafures, of Antioch j 
and the tribunal of the magiftrate was befieged by 
a fuppliant crowd j who, in pathetic, but, at fiirfl:, 
in refpeftful, language, folicited the redrefs of 
their grievances. They were gradually incenfed 
by the pride of their haughty rulers, who treated 
their complaints as a criminal refiftance j their 
fatirical wit degenerated into fharp and angry 
inveftivesj and, from the fubordinate powers 
of government, the inveftives of the people 
infenfibly rofe to attack the facred charafter 
Feb. emperor himfelf. Their fury, provoked 

by a feeble oppofition, difeharged itfelf on the 
images of the Imperial family, which were 
crefted, as objeffs of public veneration, in the 
• moft confpicuous places of the city. The ftatues 

of Theodofius, of his father, of his wife Flaccilla, 
of his two fons, Arcadius and Honorius, were 

infolently 
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infolently thrown down from their pcdeftals, 
broken in pieces, or dragged with contempt 
through the ftreets: and the indignities which 
were offered to the reprefentations of Imperial 
majefty, fufliciently declared the impious and 
treafonable wilhes of the populace. The tumute 
Was almoft immediately fuppreffed by the arrival 
of a body of archers ; and Antioch had Icifure to 
refledl on the nature and confequences of het 
crime According to the duty of his officej 
the governor of the province difpatched a faithful 
narrative of the whole tranfa<5tion j while the 
trembling citizens intruded the confeflion of theif 
crime, and the affurance of their repentance, tO 
the zeal of Flavian their bifhop, and to the elo-* 
quence of the fenator Hilarius, the friend, andj 
moft probably, the difciple, of Libanius ; whole 
genius, on this melancholy occafion, was not ufe** 
lefs to his country But the two capitals, An^* 
tioch and Condantinople, were feparated by the 
diftance of eight hundred miles ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the diligence of the Imperial pofts, the 
guilty city was feverely pimifhed by a long and 
dreadful interval of fufpence. Every rumouf 
agitated the hopes and fears of the Antiochians } 
and they heard with terror, that their fovereigni 

The Chriftians and Pagans agreed in believing, that the fed!* 
rian of Antioch was excited by the datmons. A gigantic woman 
(fays Sozotnen, 1 . vii. c. 23.) paraded the ftreets with a fcourge in 
her hand. An old man (fays Libanitis, Orat. xii. p. 396.) trans* 
formed himfelf into a youth, tlien a boy. See. 

*5 Zofimus, in his (hort and difingenuous account ( 1 . iv. p. 15?, 

459.), is certainly miftaken in fending Libanius himfelf to Conftan* 
tinvple. Uis own orations fix liim at Antioch. 

exafperated 


Digitized by Goc^le 



62 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

cxafperatcd by the infult which had been offered 
( — -y — I to his own ftatues, and, more efpecially, to thofc 
of his beloved wife, had refolved to level with the 
ground the offending city ; and to maffacre, 
without diftindtion of age or fex, the criminal 
inhabitants many of whom were aftually driven, 
by their apprelienfions, to feek a refuge in the 
mountains of Syria, and the adjacent defert. At 
March ii. length, twcnty-four days after the fedition, the 
general Hellebicus, and Csfarius, maftcr of the 
offices, declared the will of the emperor, and the 
fentence of Antioch. That proud "capital was 
degraded from the rank of a city j and the metro- 
polis of the Eaft, ftripped of its lands, its privi- 
leges, and its revenues, was fubjefted, under the 
humiliating denomination of a village, to theju- 
rifdiclion of Laodicea The Baths, the Circus, 
and the theatres, were fhut : and, that every 
fource of plenty and plcafure might at the fame 
time be intercepted^ the diftribution of corn was 
abolilhed, by the fevere inftrudlions ofTheodofius. 
His commiffioners then proceeded to inquire into 
the guilt of individuals j of thofe who had per- 
petrated, and of thofe who had not prevented, the 
deftrudlion of the facred flatues. The tribunal 
of Hellebicus and Casfarius, encompafled with 

*S Libanitis (Orat. i.p. 6 . edit. Venet.) tUclares, that, under fuch 

a reign, the fear of a mafTacre was groundlefs and abfurd, efpecially 
in the emperor's abfence j for his prefcnce, according to the eloquent 
Have, might have given a fanftion to the moft bloody afts. 

'* * * § 7 Laodicea, on the fca-coaft, Cxty-fivc miles from Antioch (fee 
Noris Epoch. Syro-Maced. DilTert. iii. p. 130.). The Antiochians 
were offended, that the dependent city of Seleucia fhould prefume to 
intercede for them, 
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armed foldiers, was erefted in the midft of the 
Forum. The nobleft, and moft wealthy, of the ^ — > 

citizens of Antioch, appeared before them in 
chains j the examination was alTifted by the ufe 
of torture, and their fenfence was pronounced or 
fufpended, according to the judgment of thefe 
extraordinary magiftrates. The houfes of the cri- 
minals were expofed to fale, their wives and 
children were fuddenly reduced, from affluence 
and luxury, to the moft abje£l diftrefsj and a 
bloody execution was expected to conclude the 
horrors of a day which the preacher of An- 
tioch, the eloquent Chrylbftom, has reprefented 
as a lively image of the laft and univerfal judg- 
ment of the world. But the minifters of Theodo- 
fius performed, with relutftancc, the cruel talk 
which had been affigned them j they dropped a 
gentle tear over the calamities of the people; 
and they liftened with reverence to the preffing 
folicitations of the monks and hermits, who dc- 
feended in fwarms from the mountains ***. Hel- 
lebicus and Casfarius were perfuaded to fufpend 
the execution of their fentence j and it was agreed, 
that the former fliould remain at Antioch, while 
the latter returned, with all poflible fpeed, to 
Conftantinople j and prefumed once more to con- 
fult the will of his fovereign. The refentmentof Clemency 

of The*, 
dolius. 

** As the days of the tomult depend on the mevtalU feftival of 
JEafter, they caa only be determined by the previous determination 
of the year. The year 387 has been preferred, after a laborious in- 
qviry, by Tilleraont (Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 741—744.) and 
Montfaucon (Chryfoftom, tom. xiii. p. 105—110.). 

*9 Chryfoftom oppofes their courage, which was not attended with 
much rifle, to the cowardly flight of the Cynics. 

Thccdofnis 
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Theodofius had already fubfidcd •, the depirticj 
of the people, both the bifliop and the orator, had 
obtained a favourable audience and the re- 
proaches of the emperor were the complaints of ^ 
injured friendlhip, rather than the ftern menaces ^ 
of pride and power. A free and general pardon , 
was granted to the city and citizens of Antioch j ' 
the prifon-doors were thrown open j the fenators, 
who defpaired of their lives, recovered the pof- 
felTion of their houfes and eftates and the capital ’ 
of the Eaft was reftored to the enjoyment of her 
ancient dignity and fplendour. Theodofius con- 
defeended to praife the fenate of Conftantinoplc, 
who had generoufly interceded for their diftreffed 
, brethren : he rewarded the eloquence of Hilarius 
with the government of Paleftine } and difmifled 
the bifhop of Antioch with the warmett expreflions 
April * 5 - of his refpedl and gratitude. A thoufand new 
ftatucs arofe to the clemency of Theodofius j the 
applaufcof his fubjedls was ratified by the appro- 
bation of his own heart; and the emperor con- 
fefled, that, if the exercife of juftice is the mod 
important duty, the indulgence of mercy is the 
moftexquifite pleafure, of a fovereign 

The fedition of Thefialonica is aferibed to a 
more fhameful caufe, and was produdive of much 

9 ° The feilition of Antioch is reprefented in a lively, and aimoft ' 
A-O. 390. dramatic, manner, by two orators, who had their refpeftite ihares 
of intereft and merit. See Libaniiis (Oiat. xiv, xv. p. 389 — 410. 
edit. Morel. Orat. i. p. i — 14. VfTiet. 1754.), ami the twenty ora- 
tions of St. John Chrj'foftom, de Statuis (tom. ii. p. i — Z15. edit. 
Jvdontfaucon.). I do not pretend to much perfonal acquaintance with | 
Chrjfoftom ; but Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 263 — ! 

?83,) and rfermant (Vie de St. Chryfoftome, tom. i. p. 137 — 224.) I 
]nad read him with pious curiofity, and diligence. 
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more dreadful confequenccs. That great city, 
the metropolis of all the Illyrian provinces, had y j 
been protefted from the dangers of the Gothic 
•war by ftrong fortifications, and a numerous gar- 
rifon. Botheric, the general of thofe troops, and, 
as it (hould feem from his name, a Barbarian, 
had among his flaves a beautiful boy, who excited 
the impure dcfircs of one of the charioteers of the 
Circus. The infolent and brutal lover was thrown 
into prifon by the order of Boihericj and he 
fternly rejedled the importunate clamours of the 
multitude, who, on the day of the public garrres, 
lamented the abfence of their favourite ■, and con- 
fidered the (kill of a charioteer as an objeft of 
more importance than his virtue. The refent- 
ment of the people was embittered by fome pre- 
vious difputes ; and, as the (Irength of the gar- 
rifon had been drawn away for the fervice of the 
Italian war, the feeble remnant, whofe numbers 
were reduced by defertion, could not fave the un- 
happy general from their licentious fury. Bo- 
theric, and fcveral of his principal officers, were 
inhumanly murdered ; their mangled bodies were 
dragged about the ftreets j and the emperor, who 
then refided at Milan, was furprifed by the intel-^. 
ligence of the audacious and wanton cruelty of the 
people of Theflalonica. The fentence of a dif- 
paffionate judge would have inflifled a feverc 
puniffiment on the authors of the crime ; and the 
merit of Botheric might contribute to exafperate 
the grief and indignation of his maftcr. The 
fiery and choleric temper of Theodofius was im- 
patient of the dilatory forms of a judicial enquiry . 

VoL. V. F ' and 
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and he haftily refolved, that the blood of his lieu- 
tenant Ihould be expiated by the blood of the 
guilty people. , Yet his mind ftill fluduated be- 
tween the counfels of clemency and of revenge j 
the zeal of the bilhops had almoll extorted from 
the rcludant emperor the promife of a general 
pardon j his paflion was again inflamed by the 
flattering fuggeftions of his minifter Rufinus $ 
and, after Theodoflus had difpatched the meflTen- 
gers of death, he attempted, when it was too late,, 
to prevent the execution of his orders. The pu- 
niftment of a Roman city was blindly committed 
to the undiftinguilhing fword of the Barbarians ^ 
and the hoftile preparations were concerted with 
the dark and perfidious artifice of an illegal con- 
fpiracy. The people of Thelfalonica were trea- 
cheroufly invited, in the name of their (bvereign, 
to the games of the Circus : and fuch was their in- 
fatiate avidity for thofc amufements, that every 
confideration of fear, or fufpicion, was difre- 
guarded by the numerous fpeftators. As foon as 
the aflfembly was complete, the foldiers, who had 
fecretly been ported round the circus, received the 
fignal, not of the races, but of a general malTacre, 

The promifeuous carnage continued three hours, 
without diferimination of rtrangers or natives, of 
age or fex, of innocence or guilt j the moft mo- 
derate accounts ftate the number of the flain at 
feven thoufand j and it is affirmed by fome writers, 
that rpore than fifteen thoufand vidlims were facri- 
ficed to the manes of Botheric. A foreign mer- 
chant, who had probably no concern in his murder, 
©ffered his own life, and all his wealth, to fup- 

1 ply • 
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ply the place of mt of hii two fons i but, iWiile the 
father hehtated with equal tehdcrnefs, while he u j 
was doubtful to chufe, and unwilling to condetiihi 
the foldiers determined his fufpenfe, by plunging 
their daggers at the fame moTnent into the breafts 
of the defenCelefs youths. The apology of the af* 
fai/Tins, that they were obliged to produce the pte-k 
fcribed number of heads, ftrrvcs only to increafe, 
by an appearance of order and delign, the horrors 
of the rtiaflacre, which was executed by the com- 
mands of Theodofius. The guilt of the ertiperot 
is aggravated by his long and frequent refidence at 
Theflalonica. The ficuation of the unfortunate 
city, the afpcft of the ftreets and buildings, the 
drefs and faces of the inhabitants, were familiar, 
and even prefent, to his imagination j and Thco- 
dofius poffelfed a quick and lively fenfc of the 
exilfence of the people whom he deftroyed 
The refpeftful attachment of the emperor for Influence 
the orthodox clergy, had difpofed him to love duft of 
and admire the charafter of Ambrofe; who united 
all the epifcopal virtues in the moft eminent de- 
gree. The friends and minifters of Theodofius 
imitated the example of their fovereign ; and he 
obferved, with more furprife than difpleafure, 
that all his fecret counfels were immediately cotn- 

9 * The original evidence of Ambrofe (tom. ii. epift. li. p. 99S.)', 

Augiiftin (de Civitat. Dei, v. a6.}, and Paullnus (in Vit. Ambrof. 
c. 24.), is delivered in vague expreflions of horror and pity. It is 
illudrated by the fubfcquent and unequal teftimonies of Sozomen 
( 1 . vil. c. 2 s 0 » Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. 17.), Theopbanes (Chronograph, 
p. 62.7, Cedrenus (p. 317.), and Zonaras (tom. ii. 1 . xiii. p. 34.). 

Zofimus ahme, the partial enemy of TheodoCus, mod unaccountably 
palTcs over in filence the worft of bis a£Uons. 

F 2 municated 
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^xx^r* to the archbifhop } who a£tcd from the 

v_ — .1 laudable perfuafion,- that every meafure of civil 
government may have fome connexion with the 
glory of God, and the intereftof the true religion. 
The monks and^ populace ofj Callinicum, an ob- 
feure toiwn on the frontier of Perfia, excited by 
their own fanaticifm, and by that of their bi(hop, 
had tumultuoufly burnt a conventicle of the Va« 
lentinians, and a fynagogue of the Jews. The 
feditious prelate was condemned, by the magi- 
ftrate of the province, either to rebuild the fyna- 
gogue, or to repay the damage ; and this mode- 
rate I'entence was confirmed by the emperor. But 
it was not confirmed by the archbid)op of Milan®*. 
He didated an epiftle of cenfure and reproach, 
more fuitable, perhaps, if the emperor had re- 
ceived the mark of circumcifion, and renounced 
the faith of his baptifm, Ambrofc confiders the 
toleration of the Jewifh, as the perfecution of the 
Chriftian, religion ; boldly declares, that he him- 
felf, and every true believer, would eagerly dif- 
pute with the bilhop of Callinicum the merit of 
the deed, and the crown of martyrdom j and la- 
ments, in the moft pathetic terms, that the exe- 
cution of the fentence would be fatal to the fame 
and falvation of Theodofius. As this private 
admonition did not produce an immediate effeft, 
the archbilhop, from his pulpit publicly ad- 

See the whole tranfaftion in Ambrofe (tom. il. epift. xl, xli. 
p. 946 — 956.), and his biographer Paulinus (c. 23.). Bayle and 
BarbejTac (Morales des P6res, c. xvil. p. 315, he.) have juftly con- 
demned the archbilhop. 

95 His fermon is a (Irange allegory of Jeremiah’s rod, of an almon 
tree, of the woman who waflied and anointed the feet of Chrift. 
But the peroration is direfl and perfonal. * 
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drefled the emperor on his throne**} nor would 
he confenc to offer the oblation of the altar, till y ,-^— 
he had obtained from Theodofius a folemn and 
pofitive declaration, which fecured the impunity 
of the bifiiop and monks of Callinicum. The 
recantation of Theodofius was fincere *' } and, 
during the term of his refidence at Milan, his 
affedlion for Ambrofe was continually increafed 
by the habits of pious and familiar converfation. 

When Ambrofe was informed of the maffacre Pennance 
of Theffalonica, his mind was filled with horror dofius' 
and anguifh. He retired into the country to in- 
dulge his grief, and to avoid the prefence of 
Theodofius. But as the archbifhop was fatisfied 
that a timid filence would render him the accom- 
plice of his guilt, he reprefented, in a private let- 
ter, the enormity of the crime; which could only- 
be effaced by the tears of penitence. The epif- 
copal vigour of Ambrofe was tempered by pru- 
dence ; and he contented himfelf with fignifying ®‘ 
an indiredl fort of excommunication, by the affur- 


9 * Hodie, Epifeope, de me propofu'ifti. Ambrofe modeftly con- 
' fefl'ed it : but he ftemly reprimanded Timafius, general of the hoife 
artd foot, who 'had prefumed to fay, that the monks of Callinicum 
deferved punilhment. 

95 Yet, five years afterwards, when Theodofius was abfent from 
his fpiritual guide, he tolerated the Jews, and condemned the de. 
ftruSion of their fynagogue. Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. viii. leg. 9. 
withGodefroy’s Commentary, tom. vi. p. 215. 

9* Ambrof. tom. ii. epift. li. p. 997 — 1001. His Epiftlc Is a 
mifcrable rhapfody on a noble fubjefl. Ambrofe could aft better 
than he could write. ' His compofitions arc deftituie of tafte, or ge- 
nius } without the fpirit of Tertuliiar, the copious elegance of 
Lvftanlius, the lively wit of jerom, or the grave ciieigy of Au- 
guftin. 

F 3 ance. 
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ance, that he had been warned in a vifion, not 
to offer the oblation in the name, or in the pre- 
fence, of Theodofius j and by the advice, that he 
would confine himfelf to the ufe of prayer, with- 
out prefuming to approach the altar of Chrift, or 
to receive the holy eucharift with ihofe hands that 
were ftill polluted with the blood of an innocent 
people, The emperor was deeply affedled by his 
own reproaches, and by thofe of his fpiritual fa- 
ther ; and, after he had bewailed the mifehievous 
and irreparable confequences of his ralh fury, he 
proceeded, in the accuftomed manner, to perfornn 
his devotions in the great church of Milan. He 
was flopped in the porch by the archbifhop i who, 
in the tope and language of an ambaflador of 
Heaven, declared to his fovereign, that private 
contrition was not fufHcient to atone for a public 
fault, or to appeafe the juftice of the ofiended 
Deity, Theodofius humbly reprefented, ,that if 
he had contrafted the guilt of homicide, David, 
the man after God’s own heart, had been guilty, 
not only of murder, but of adultery. ** You 
have imitated David in his crime, imitate then 
“ his repentance,” was the reply of the un- 
daunted Ambrofe. The rigorous conditions of 
peace and pardon were accepted ; and the public 
pennance of the emperor Theodofius has been re- 
corded as one of the moft honourable events in the 
annals of the church. According to the mildeft 
rules of ecclcfiaftical difeipline, which were efla- 
blifhed in the fourth century, the crime of honii- 
pidc was expiated by the penitence of twenty 

years : 
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years : and as it was impoflible, in the period 
of human life, to purge the accumulated guilt of ' 

the maffacre of Thedalonica, the murderer Ihowld 
have been excluded from the holy communion till 
the hour of his death. But the archbifhop, coot 
fuking the maxims of religious policy, granted 
feme induigence to the rank of Fys illuftrious pc7 
nitent, who humbled in the dull the pride of the 
diadem ; and the public edification might be adr 
mitted as a weighty reafon to abridge the duration 
of his punifhment. It was fufficient, that the 
emperor of the Romans, dripped of the enfigns 
of royalty, Ihould appear in a mournful and fup- 
pliant pofture ; and that, in the midft of the 
church of Milan, he fbould humbly folicit, with 
fighs and tears, the pardon of his fins In this 
fpiritual cure, Ambrofe employed the various 
methods of mildnefs and feverity. After a delay 
of about eight months, Theodofius was reftored 
to the communion of the faithful ; and the edift, 
which interpofes a faluiary interval of thirty days , ' 
between the fentence and the execution, may be 


97 According to the difciplinc of St. Bafil (Canon Ivi.), the vo- 
luntary homicide was four years a mourner ; five an hearer j fmen in 
a proltrate ftate ; and four in a ftanding pofture. I have the oiiginal 
(Beveridge, Pandeft. tom. ii. p. 47—151.) and a tran/lstipn (C)iar- 
don, Hift. des Sacreinens, tom. iv. p. aig — 277.) of the Caponical 
Epiftles of St. Balil. 

?s The pennance of Theodofius is authenticated by Arp)>rofe 
(ton), vi, de Obit. Theodof. c. 34. p. 1207.), Auguftln. (de Civitat. 
Pei, V. 26.), andPaulinu* (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 24.). Socrates is 
ignorant; Sozomen ( 1 . vii. c. 25.) concife; and the copious nar- 
jatjye pf Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. 18.) mull be uled with precaution. 
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A P. accepted as the worthy fruits of his repentance 
V - - .« Pofterity has applauded the virtuous firinnefs of 
the archbifliop : and the example of Theodofius 
may prove the beneficial influence of thofe prin- 
ciples, which could force a monarch, exalted 
above the apprehenfion of human punifliment, to 
refpedt the laws, and miniflers, of an invifiblc 
Judge. *' The prince, ”Tays Montefquieu, “ who 
“ is aftuated by the hopes and fears of religion, 
may be compared to a lion, docile only to 
the voice, and tra(ftable to the hand, of his 
** keeper The motions of the royal animal 
Will therefore depend on the inclination, and in- 
tereft, of the man who has acquired fuch danger- 
ous authority over him ; and the pried, who 
holds in his hand the confcience of a king, may 
inflame, or moderate, his fanguinary paflions* 

The caufe of humanity, and that of perfecution, 
have been aflTerted, by the fame Ambrofe, witfh 
equal energy, and with equal fuccefs. 

Gejierofity After the defeat and death of the tyrant of 
dofius, Gaul, the Roman world was in the pofTeflion of 
A. D. Theodofius. He derived from the choice of 

388—391. 

Gratian his honourable title to the provinces of 
the Eaft ; he had acquired the Weft by the right 
of conqueft j and the three years, which he fpent 
in Italy^ :re ufcfully employed to reftore the 

99 Codex Theodof. I. ix. tit. xl, leg, 13. The date and circiim- 
ftances cf this law are perplexed with difficulties; but I feel tnyfelf 
inclined to fayour the honeft efforts of Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. 
tom. V. p. 711.) and Pagi (Critica, tom. i. p. 578.). \ 

too Un prince qui airoe la religion, et qui la craint, eft un lloit 
qui cfde a la main qui le flatte, pp i la voix qui I'appaife. Efprit 
4 rsLoix> 1 , xxiv, c. a, ' ' ‘ 

authority 
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authority of the laws ; and to correft the abufcs,* chap. 
which had prevailed with impunity under the ‘ 1 

- vifurpation of Maximus, and the minority of Va- 
lentinian. The name of Valcntinian was regularly 
inferred in the public afts ; but the tender age, 
and doubtful faith, of thefonof Juftina, appeared 
to require the prudent care of an orthodox , 
guardian j and his fpecious ambition might have 
excluded the unfortunateyouth, without aftruggle, ' ? 

and almoft without a murmur, from the admini- 
ftration, and even from the inheritance, of the 
empire. If Theodofius had confulted the rigid 
maxims of intereft and policy, his conduft would 
have been juftified by his friends j but the gene- 
rofity of his behaviour on this memorable occafion 
has extorted the applaufc of his moft inveterate 
enemies. He feated Valentinian on the throne 
of Milan j and, without ftipulating any prefent 
or future advantages, reftored him to the abfolutc 
dominion of all the provinces from which he 
had been driven by the arms of Maximus. To 
the reftitution of his ample patrimony, Theodofius 
added the free and generous gift of the countries 
beyond the Alps, which his fuccefsful valour had 
recovered from the aflaffin of Gratian '°*. Satis- 
fied with the glory which he had acquired, by re- 
venging the death of his benefaflor, and deliver- 
ing the Weft from the yoke of tyranny, the em- 
peror returned from Milan to Conftantinople j 

loi Tim *tpi tvifytritt wf nxsv it the niggard praife of 

Zofimus himfelf ^1. iv. p. 267.). Aiiguftin fays, withfome happi- 
oefs of expreflion, Val^tinianum .... mifericordiffiini veneratione 
fcftituit. 

■ - ' and, 
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and, in the peaceful ppHefllon of the Eaft, in- 
y — » fenfibly relapfcd into his former habits of luxury 
and indolence. Thoodofius difeharged his obli- 
gation to the brother, he indulged his conjugal 
tendernefs to the fifter, of Valentinian : and pofte- 
rity, which admires the pure and Angular glory 
of his elevation, muft applaud his unrivalled 
gencrofity in the ufe of viftory. 

ChJLnfler The emprefs Juftina did not long furvive her 
return to Italy ; and, though fhe beheld the 
AJ>. 391. triumph of Theodofius, Ihe was not allowed to 
influence the government of her fon The 
"pernicious attachment to the Arian feft, which 
Valentinian had imbibed from her example and 
inftru£tions, were foon crafed by the leflbns of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zieal for 
- the faith of Nice, and his filial reverence for the 
xharaftcr, and authority, of Ambrofe, difpofed 
the Catholics to entertain the mofl; favourable 
opinion of the virtues of the young emperor of the 
Weft They applauded his chaftity and tem- 
perance, his contempt of pleafure, his application 
to bufinefs, and his tender afFcflion for his two 
' fifiers; which could not, however, feduce his 

impartial equity to pronounce an unjuff fentenoe 
againft the meaneft of his fubjefts. But this 
amiable youth, before he had accomplilhed the 

>01 Sozomen, 1 . vii. c. 14. His chronology is very irregular. 

>03 See Ambrofe (tom. ii. de Obit. Valentinian. c. 15, itc. 
p. ,17? ; c. 36, &c. p. 11S4.). When the young emperor gave an 
entertainment, he failed bimfclf ; he refufed to fee afi bandfome 
adjrefs, &c. Since he ordered his wild beafts to be killed, it is un- 
generous in.Philoftorgius ( 1 . xi. c. j.) tgreprxiach bjipwith the loye 
*f thatamufcmcr.t. . 

twentieth 
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twentieth year of bis age, was opprefied by do-r 
mcftic treafoo j and the empire was again involved i-y— 
in the horrors of a civil war, Arbogaftes a 
gallant foldicr of the nation of the Frank?, held 
the feepnd rank in the fervice of Gratian, On 
the death of his mafter, he joined the ftandard of 
Theodofius j contributed, by his valour and mili.- 
tary condufl* to the deftruction of the tyrant ; 
and was appointed, after the victory, maftcr- 
general of the armies pf Gaul. His real merit, 
and apparent fidelity, had gained the confidence 
both of the prince and people i his boundlel^ 
liberality corrupted the allegiance of the troops ; 
and, whiift he was univerfally efteemed as the 
pillar of the Hate, the bold and crafty Barbarian 
was fecretly determined, either to rule, or to 
ruin, the empire of the Weft. The important 
comoiands of the army were difiributed among 
the Franks j the creatures of Arbogafies were 
promoted to all the honours and offices of the 
civil government j the progrefs of the confpiracy 
removed every faithful fervant from the prcfencc 
of Valentinian ; and the emperor, without power, 
and without intelligence, infenfibly funk into the 
precarious and dependent condition of a cap- 
tive*®’. The indignation which he exprclTed, 
though it might arife only from the rafli and im- 
patient temper of youth, may be candidly aferibed 

Zofinuis (I, iv, p, »7j,) praife? tbe enemy gf Theodgfiuj. 

But he is detefted by Socrates ( 1 . v. c. 2^.) gnd OroGu? ( 1 . vii. 

•05 Greg;ory gfTovrs ( 1 . ii. e. 9. p. t$s. in thefecond volume of 
the Hifturians of France) has preferved a curious fragment of SoJ- 
pLcius Alexander, an hillorian far more valuable than bipifelf. 

to 
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to the generous fpiritof a prince, whofeltthat he 
»■ — ‘ was not unworthy to reign. He fecretly invited 
the archbiftiop of Milan to undertake the office 
of a mediator j as the pledge of his fincerity, and 
the guardian of his fafety. He contrived to ap- 
prife the emperor of the Eaft of his helplefs fitua- 
tion; and he declared, that, unlefs Theodofius 
could fpecdily march to his affiftance, he muft 
attempt to efcape from the palace, or rather prifon, 
ofVienna in Gaul, where he had imprudently fixed 
his refidence in the midft of the hoftile fadion. 
But the hopes of relief were diftant, and doubt- 
ful ; and, as every day furniflied fbme new pro- 
vocation, the emperor, without ftrength or coun- 
fel, too haftily refolved to rifk an immediate con- 
teft with his powerful general. He received 
Arbogaftes on the throne j and, as the count 
approached with fomc appearance of refped, de- 
livered to him a paper, which difmiflcd' him from 
all his employments. ** My authority,” replied 
Arbogaftes with infulting coolnefs, “ docs not 
“ depend on the fmjie, or the frown, of a mo- 
“ narch and he contemptuoufly threw the paper 

on the ground. The indignant monarch fnatched 
at the fword of one- of the guards, which he 
ftruggled to draw from its fcabbard and it was 
not without fome degree ,of^ violence that he was 
prevented from ufing the deadly weapon againft 
His death, his enemy, or againft himfelf. A few days after 
this extraordinary quarrel, in which he had ex- 
pofed his refentment and his weaknefs, the un- 
fortunate Valentinian was found ftrangled in his 
apartment ■, and fome pains were employed to dif- 

guife 
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guife the manifcft guilt of Arbogaftes, and to 
perfuade the world, that the death of the young 
emperor had been the voluntary effect of his own 
dcfpair *°®. His body was conduftcd with decent 
pomp to the fepulchre of Milan j and the arcb- 
bifliop pronounced a funeral oration to com- 
memorate his virtue, and his misfortunes On 
this occafion, the humanity of Ambrofe tempted 
him to make a fingular breach in his theological 
fyftem ; and to comfort the weeping fitters of Va? 
lentinian, by the firm afiurance, that their pious 
brother, though he had not received the facra- 
ment of baptifm, was introduced, without diffi- 
culty, into the manfions of eternal blifs 

The prudence of Arbogattes had prepared the ufurpatJon 
fuccefs of his ambitious defigns : and the pro- 
vincials, in whofe breatts every fentiment of A. D. 
patnotifm or loyalty were extinguilhed, expefted, 
with tame refignation, the unknown matter^ whom 
the choice of a Frank might place on the Impe- 
rial throne. But fome remains of pride and pre- 
judice ttill oppofed the elevation of Arbogattes 
himfelfi and the judicious Barbarian thought it 

* 1 

Godefroy (Diflertat. ad Philoilorg. p. 4.29 — 434.) has dili- 
gently collefted all the circuniftances of the death of Valentinian II. 

The variations, and the ignorance, of contemporary writers, prove 
that it was fecret. > '■ 

107 Pe Obitu Valentinian. tom.ii. p. 1173—1196. He is forced 
to fpeak a difereet and obfeure language yet he is much bolder than 
any layman, or perhaps any o^her eccleltaftic, would have dared 
to be. 

inS See c. 51. p. ii88. c. 75. p. 1193. Don Chardon (Hift. des 
Sacremens, tom. i. p. 86.), who owns that St. Ambrofe mod lUe- 
inioufly maintains the indifptnJalU necclTity of baptifm, labours to re- 
concile the contradiffion. 

f more 
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CHAP, more advifable to rcigfi under the name of fom« 

i i » dependent Roman. He beftowed the purple oft 
the rhetorician Eugenius whom he had al* 
ready raifed from the place of his domeftic fecre- 
tary, to the rank of mafter of the offices. In the 
courfe both of his private and public fervice, the 
count had always approved the attachment and 
abilities of Eugenius j his learning and eloquence] 
fupported by the gravity of his manners, recom- 
mended him to the efteem of the people ; and the 
irlu£lance, with Which he feemed to afcend the 
throne, may infpire a favourable prejudice of his 
. virtue and moderation. The ambaffadors of the 
new emperor were immediately difpatched to the 
court of Theodofius, to communicate, with af- 
fetfted grief, the unfortunate accident of the death 
of Valentinian j and, without mentioning the 
name of Arbogaftes, to requeft, that the monarch 
of the Eaft would embrace, as his lawful colleague, 
the refpeftable citizen, who had obtained the un- 
animous fuffrage of the armies and provinces oF 
the Weft TheodoGus was juftly provoked* 
that the perfidy of a Barbarian ffiouid have de- 
ftroyed, in a moment, the labours, and the fruit, 
of his former viftory j and he was excited by the 


IB 9 Quern fibi G«munus faniulum delegerat emi, 

!s die contemptuoiii expreflton of Clandian (iv. Conf. ifon. > 4 ^). 
Eugenius profelTed Cbriftianity} but his fectet attachment to Pa- 
ganifin (Sozoinen, 1. vil. c. sa. Philoftorg. 1. xi. c. a.) is probable 
in a grammarian, and would fecure the friendihip of Zolimus (1. iV. 
J>. a 7 «, a;?.). 

Zolimus (1. hr. p. ayS.) mentions this embalTyi but he is di- 
vened by another Itory from relating the event. 

tears 
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tears of his beloved wife to revenge the fate 
of her unhappy brother, and once more to affert csssysa:^ 
by arms the violated majefty of the throne. But 
as the fecond Conqucft of the Weft was a talk of 
difficulty and danger, he difmifted, with fpleodid 
prefents, and an ambiguous anfwer, the ambalTa- 
dors of Eugenios j and almoft two years were con- 
furtni’ed in the preparations of the civil war. Be- Theodo- 
fore he formed any decifive refolution, the pious 
emperor was anxious to difcover the will of 
heaven ; and as the progrefs of Chriftianity had 
filenced the oracles of Delphi and Dodona, he 
confulted ah Egyptian monk, who poffefled, 
in the opinion of the age, the gift of miracles, 
and the knowledge of futurity. Eutropius, 
one of the favourite eunuchs of the palace of 
Conftantinople, embarked for Alexandria, from 
whence he failed up the Nile as far as the city 
of Lyebpolis, or of Wolves, in the remote pro- 
vince of Thebais In the neighbourhood of 
that city, and on the fummit of a lofty moun- 
tain, the holy John had conftrudled, with his 

own 


>1 T«T» yafjttTB I'aWka Ta Ts* 

Zofini. 1 . Iv. p. 177. He aftewaids fays (p. 180.), that Gallaxlietl 
in chitdbed ; and intiotates, that the afflifilun of her huibanU was 
extreme, but (hort. 

m Lycopolis is the modem Slut, or Ofiot, a town of Said, about 
the fiae of St. Denys, which diives*a profitable trade with the king- 
dom of Sennaar; and has a vsiy convenient fountain, “ <fiijus poKi 
“ figna virginitatis eripiuntur.” See d’Anville, Difefiption de 
I’Egypte, p. 181. Abulfeda, Defeript. JEgyp- p. 14. and the cu- 
rious Annotations, p. *5. 9*. of his editor Michaelis. 

”1 The life of John of Lycopolti is delcribed by his two frienils, 
Rufiiiuf ( 1 . ii. C. *. p. 449O P»l|.adius (Hill. Lauliac. c.43. 

P- 73 *-). 
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own hands, an humble cell, in which he had 
dwelt above fifty years, without opening his door, 
without feeing the face of a woman, and without 
tailing any food that had been prepared by fire, 
or any human art. Five days of the week he 
fpent in prayer and meditation j but on Satur- 
days and Sundays he regularly opened a fmall 
window, and gave audience to the crowd of fup- 
pliants, who fucceflively flowed from every part 
of the Chriftian world. The eunuch of Theodo- 
fius approached the window with refpedlful Heps, 
propofed his queftions concerning the event of the 
civil war, and foon returned with a favourable 
oracle, which animated the courage of the em- 
peror by the aflTurance of a bloody, but infallible, 
vidlory The accomplilhment of the predidlion 
was forwarded by all the means that human pru- 
dence could fupply. The indultry of the two 
mailer-generals, Stilicho and Timafius, was di- 
redled to recruit the numbers, and to revive the 
difeipline, of the Roman legions. The formid- 
able troops of Barbarians marched under the 
enfigns of their national chieftains. The Iberian, 
the Arab, and the Goth, who gazed on each 
other with mutual allonilhmenf, were enliHed in 
the fervice of the fame prince ; and the renowned 
Alaric acquired, in the fchool of Theodofius, the 
knowledge of the art of war, which he after- 

p. 7 j 8.\ in Rofweyde’s great ColleSion of the Vitx Patnim. Tille- 
mont (Mem. Ecclcf. tom. x. p. 718. 720.) has fettled the Chrono- 
logy. 

Sozomen, 1 . vii. c. 22. Claudian (in Eutrop. 1 . i. 312.) meil- 
tions the eunuch's journey : but he mod contemptuoufly derides the 
Egyptian dreams, and the oi-acIes of the Nile. 

wards 
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wards fo fatally 
Rome 


exerted for the deftrudion 


of c H A P. 
XXVII. 


The Emperor of the Weft, or, to fpeak more Hisviaory 
properly, his general Arbogaftes, was inftruded 
by the mifeondud and misfortune of Maximus, A.D.394, 
how dangerous it might prove to extend the line 
of defence againft a fkilful antagonift, who was 
free to prefs, or to fufpend, to contrad, or to 
multiply, his various methods of attack Ar- 
bogaftes fixed his ftation on the confines of Italy : 
the troops of Theodofius were permitted to oc- 
cupy, without refiftance, the provinces of Pan- 
nonia, as far as the foot of the Julian Alps ; and 
even the paflages of the mountains were ne- 
gligently, or perhaps artfully, abandoned, to the 
bold invader. He defeended from the hills, and 
beheld, with fome aftoniftiment, the formidable 
camp of the Gauls and Germans, that covered 
with arms and tents the open country, which ex- 
tends to the walls of Aquileia, and the banks of 


"! Zofimiis, ). iv. p. lio. Socrates, 1 . vii. lo. Alaiic himfelf 
(de Bell. Getico, 524.) dwells with more complacency on his early 
exploits again!! the Romans. 

.... Tot Augulius Ilebro qui tefte fiigavi. 

Yet his vanity could fcarccly have proved this plurality of flying em- 
perors. 

Claudian (in iv Conf. Honor. 77, &c.) contrails the military 
plans of the twoufnrpcrs. 

.... Novitas atidere priorem 
Suadebat ; caiitiimquc dabant exempla feqncntcm. 

Hie nova mollri pr-.eceps : hie quxrcrc tutus 
Providus. Hicfufisj colleflis viribus illc. 

Hie vagus excurrens , his intra clauftra reduflus 
Diflimiles ; fed morte pares. .... 

Voi.. V. - G the 
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CHAP, the Frigidus *’% or Cold River"'. This narrow 
^ \ theatre of the war, circumfcribed by the Alps 

and the Hadriatic, did not allow much room for 
the operations of military (kill j the fpirit of Ar- 
bogafles would have difdained a pardon ; his 
guilt extinguilhed the hope of a negociation: and 
Theodofius was impatient to fatisfy his glory and 
revenge, by the chaftifement of the aflaflins of 
Valentinian. Without weighing the natural and 
artificial obftacles that oppofed his efforts, the 
emperor of the Eaft immediately attacked the 
fortifications of his rivals, afligned the pod of 
honourable danger to the Goths, and cherilhed a 
fecret wifli, that the bloody conflidl might di- 
minifli the pride and numbers of the conquerors. 
Ten thoufand of thofe auxiliaries, and Bacurius, 
general of the Iberians, died bravely on the field ' 
of battle. But the viiflory was not purchafed by 
their blood : the Gauls maintained their advan- 
tage ; and the approach of night protected the 
diforderly flight, or retreat, of the troops of 
Theodofius. The emperor retired to the ad- 
jacent hills ; where he paffed a difconfolate night, 
■without fleep, without provifions, and without 

”7 The Frigichis, a ftr.all, though memorahle, ftream in th« 
flounti-y of Goretz, now called the Vipao, falls into the Sontius, or 
lionzo, above Aquilcia, fomc miles from the Hadriatic. Se« 
cl'Anville’s Ancient and Modern Maps, and the Italia Antiqua oi' 
Chiverius (tom. i. p. 188.). 

>'* Glaiidian's wit is intolerable: the fnow was dyed red} 
jhe cold fiver fmoaked ; and the channel niiift have beet) 
fhoaked with carcaflTes, if the cufient had not been fwell?d with 
blood. 

hopes ; 
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hopes"®; except that ftrong afliirance, which, 
under the moft defperate circumllances, the in- 1 — j 
dependent mind may derive from the contempt 
of fortune and of life. The triumph of Eugenius 
was celebrated by the infolent and diflblute joy 
of his camp ; whilfl: the adlive and vigilant Ari> 
bogaftes fecretly detached a confiderable body of 
troops to occupy the pafles of the mountains, and 
to encompafs the rear of the Eaftern army. The 
dawn of day difcovered to the eyes of Theodofius 
the extent and the extremity of his danger : but 
his apprehenfions were foon difpelled, by a 
friendly meflage from the leaders of thofe troops, 
v/ho exprefled their inclination to defert the ftand- 
ard of the tyrant. The honourable and lucra- 
tive rewards, which they ftipulated as the price 
of their perfidy, were granted without hefitation ; 
and as ink and paper could not eafily be procured, 
the emperor fubfcribed, on his own tablets, the 
ratification of the treaty. The fpirit,6f his fol- 
diers was revived by this feafonable reinforce- 
ment: and they again marched, with confidence, 
to furprife the camp of a tyrant, whofe principal 
officers appeared to diftruft, either the juftice, or 
the fuccefs, of his arms. In the heat of the bat- 
tle, a violent tempeft"®, fuch as is often felt 

among 

*»9 Theodorct affirms, that St. John, and St. Philip, appeared 
to the waking, or deeping, emperor, on horfeback, &c. This js 
the dill inftance of apollolic chivalry, which afterwards became fo 
popular in Spain, and in the Crufades. 

Te propter, gelidis Aquilo de monte procellis 
pbruit adverfas aclcs i revohitaque tela , 

Vertit in auflores, ct turbine reppulit haftas, ' 

P nimiun. dile^e Deo, cui fundit ab antris 
G 2 
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among the Alps, fuddenly arofe from the Eaft^ 

»; The army of Theodofius was fhcltertd by their 
pofition from the impetuofity of the wind, which 
blew a cloud of duft in the faces of the enemy, 
difordered their ranks, wrefted their weapons 
from their hands, and diverted, or repelled, their 
jneffcftual javelins. This accidental advantage 
was Ikilfully improved j the violence of the ftorm 
was magnified by the fuperfticious terrors of the 
Gauls j and they yielded without fhame to the 
invifible powers of heaven, who feemed to mili- 
tate on the fide of the pious emperor. His vic- 
tory was decifive j and the deaths of his two rivals 
were dillinguilhed only by the difference of their 
charadters. The rhetorician Eugenius, who had 
almoft acquired the dominion of the world, was 
reduced to implore the mercy of the conqueror ; 
and the unrelenting foldiers feparated his head 
from his body, as he lay proftrate at the feet of 
Theodofius. Arbogaftes, after the lofs of a bat- 
tle, in which he had difeharged the duties of a 
foldier and a general, wandered fevcral days 
among the mountains. But when he was con- 
vinced, that his caufe was defperate, and his 
efcape impradticable, the intrepid Barbarian imi- 
tated the example of the ancient Romans, and 

^olus arroatas hyemes ; cui militat ^ther, 

£t conjurati veniunt ad ciafiica venti. 

Thefe famous lines of Claudian (in iii Coni'. Honor. 93, &c. A. D. 

396.) are alleged by his contempomries, Auguftin and Orofius; 
who fupprels the Pagan deity of .^olus ; and add fome circum- 
ftances from the information of eye-witnelTes. Within four months 
after the viftory, it was compared by Ambrofe to the miraculous 
viAories of Mofes and Jolhua. j 

‘t* ^ turned 

I 
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turned his fword againft his own bread. The 
fate of the empire was determined in a narrow v— 
corner of Italy ; and the legitimate fucceflbr of 
the houfe of Valentinian embraced the archbilhop 
of Milan, and gracioufly received the fubmiflion 
of the provinces of the Weft. Thofe provinces 
were involved in the guilt of rebellion j while the 
inflexible courage of Ambrofe alone had refifted 
the claims of fuccefsful ufurpation. With a 
manly freedom, which might have been fatal to 
any other fubjedl, the archbilhop rcjefted the 
gifts of Eugenius, declined his correfpondence, 
and withdrew himfclf from Milan, to avoid the 
odious prefence of a tyrant; whofe downfal he 
predicted in difcreet and ambiguous language. 

The merit of Ambrofe was applauded by the 
conqueror, who fecured the attachment of the 
people by his alliance with the church : and the 
clemency of Theodofius is afcribed to the humane 
interceflion of the archbilhop of Milan 

After the defeat of Eugenius, the merit, as Death of 
well as the authority, of Theodofius was cheer- 
fully acknowledged by all the inhabitants of the a.d. ;9s, 
Roman world. The experience of his paft con- ' 

dudl encouraged the moft plealing expcftations 
of his future reign ; and the age of the emperor, 
which djd not exceed fifty years, feemed to 
extend the profped of the public felicity. His 

I 

The events of this civil war are gathered from Ambrofe 
(tom. ii. epift. Ixii. p. 1021.), Paulinus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. z6— 

54.), Auguftin (de Civitat. Dei, v. 26.), Orofitis ( 1 . vii. c. 35.), 

Sozomen ( 1 . vii. c. 24.), Theodore! ( 1 . v. c. 24.), Zohmus ( 1 . iv. 
p. aSi, aSa.), Claudian (in iii Conf. Hon. 63 — 105. in iv Conf. 

Hon. 70— 117.), and the Chronicles publilhed by Scaliger. 

G 3 death, 
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death, only four months after his victory, was 
t — ■ confidered by the people as an unforefeen and 
fatal event, which dcftroyed, in a moment, the 
hopes of the riGng generation. But the in- 
dulgence of eafe and luxury had fecretly nourilh- 
ed the principles of difeafe*”. The Itrength of 
Theodofius was unable to fupport the fudden and 
violent tranfition from the palace to the campj 
and the increafing fymptoms of a dropfy an- 
nounced the fpeedy diflblution of the emperor. 
The opinion, and perhaps the intereft, of the 
public had confirmed the divifion of the Eaftern 
and Weftern empires} and the two royal youths, 
Arcadius and Honorius, who had already ob- 
tained, from the tenderntfs of their father, the 
title of Auguftus, were deftined to fill the thrones 
of Conftantinople and of Rome. Thofe princes 
were not permitted to ftiarc the danger and glory 
of the civil w'ar } but as foon as Theodofius 
' had triumphed over his unworthy rivals, he called 
his younger fon, Honorius, to enjoy the fruits of 
the viflory, and to receive the feeptre of the 
Well from the hands of his dying father. The 
arrival of Honorius at Milan was welcomed by a 
fplendid exhibition of the games of the Circus ; 

■ This (lifeafe, sferihed by Socrates ( 1 . v. c. 26.) to the fatigtieS 
,«f war, is 1 cprefeiued by Philoltorgius (. 1 . xi. c. 2.) as the effeft of 
• tlclh and intcmpei aiice : tor which Photius calls him -an impudent 
liar (Godefroy, Dillcrt. p. +3S.). 

■‘5 Zofimus fuppoles, that die boy Honorius accompanied his 
father (I. Iv. p. aSo.). Yet the, quanto flagrabant peftora voto, is 
.all that flattery would allow to a contemporary poet ; who clearly 
dtlcribcs the emperor’s rcfufal, and the journey of Honorius, a/rtr 
'iKt Viftcry (Clauilian in iii Conf. 78 — H}-). 

and 
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afld the emperor, though he was oppreffed by the 
weight of his diforder, contributed by his pre- v — r— • 
fence to the public joy. But the remains of hiS 
ftrength were cxhauftcd by the painful efFortj 
which he made, to afllft at the fpeflades of the ■ 
fporning. Honorius fupplied, during the reft of 
the day, the place of his father ; and the great 
Theodofius expired in the enfuing night; Not- 
withftanding the recent animofities of a civil war^ 
his death was univerfally lamented. The Bar- 
barians, whom he had vanquilhed, and the 
churchmen, by whom he had been fubdued, ce- 
lebrated, with loud and ftncere applaufe, the 
qualities of the deceafed emperor, which ap- 
peared the moft valuable in their eyes. The Ro- 
mans Were terrified by the impending dangers of 
a-feeblc and divided adminiftration ; and every 
difgraceful moment of the unfortunate reigns of 
A.rcadius and Honorius revived the memory of 
their irreparable lofs. 

In the faithful pidure of the virtues of Theo- 
dofius, his imperfetftions have not been difiem- times, 
bledi the a6l of cruelty, and the habits of in- 
dolence, whidh tarnifticd the glory of one of the 
greateft of the Roman princes. An hiftonan, 
perpetually adverfe to the fame of Theodofius, 
has exaggerated his vicesj and their pernicious 
effefts }'he boldly afferts, that every rank of fub- 
ieds imitated the effeminate manners of their 

fovereignj that every fpecies of corruption pol- 
luted the courfo of public and private life ; and 
that the feeble reftraints of order and decency 
were infufficient to refift the progrefs of that de- 
Q 4 generate 
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generate fpirit, which facrifices, without a blufti, 
the confideration of duty and intereft to the bafe 
indulgence of floth and appetite '**. The com- 
plaints of contemporary writers, who deplore the 
increafe of luxury, and depravation of manners;, 
are commonly expreffive of their peculiar temper 
and fituation. There are few obfervers, who 
poflefs a clear and comprehenfive view of the re- 
volutions of focietyj and who are capable of- 
difeovering the nice and fecret fprings of aftion, 
which impel, in the fame uniform diredtion, the 
blind and capricious pafllons of a multitude of 
individuals. If it can be affirmed, with any de- 
gree of truth, that the luxury of the Romans was 
more Ihamelefs and diflblute in the reign of Thco- 
dofius than in the age of Conftantine, perhaps* 
or of Auguftus, the alteration cannot be aferibed 
to any beneficial improvements, which had gra- 
dually increafed the ftock of national riches. A 
long period of calamity or decay muft have 
checked the induftry, and diminifhed the wealth, 
of the people* and their profufe luxury muft 
have been the refult of that indolent defpair, 
which enjoys the prefent hour, and declines the 
thoughts of futurity. The uncertain condition 
of their property difeouraged the fubjedts of 
Theodofius from engaging in thofe ufcful and 
laborious undertakings which require an irr\5^ 
mediate expence, and promife a flow and diftant 
advantage. The frequent examples of ruin and 
defolation tempted them not to fpare the remains 


Zofiinus, 1 . iv. p. 244. 
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of a patrimony, which might, every hour, be- 
come the prey of the rapacious Goth. And the 
mad prodigality which prevails in the confufion 
of a ftipwreck, or a fiege, may ferve to explain 
the progrefs of luxury amidft the misfortunes and 
terrors of a finking nation. * * 

The effeminate luxury, which infefted the The in- 
manners of courts and cities, had inftilleda fecret iTdTthe^ 
and deftrudlive poifon into the camps of the ^^mour. 
legions : and their degeneracy has been marked 
by the pen of a military writer, who had accurate- 
ly ftudied the genuine and ancient principles of 
Roman difcipline. It is the juft and important 
obfervation of Vegetius, that the infantry was 
invariably covered with defenfive armour, from 
the foundation of the city, to the reign of the 
emperor Gratian. The relaxation of difcipline, 
and the difufe of exercife, rendered the foldiers 
lefs able, and lefs willing, to fupport the fatigues 
of the fervice ; they complained of the weight of 
the armour, which they feldom wore ; and they 
fucccflively obtained the permiffion of laying 
afide both their cuirafTcs and their helmets. The. 
heavy weapons of their anceftors, the fliort fword, 
and the formidable plum^ which had fubdued the 
world, infenfibly dropped from their feeble hands. 

As the ufe of the fhield is incompatible with that 
of the bow, they reluftantly marched into the 
field j condemned to fuffer, either the pain of 
wounds, or the ignominy of flight, and always 
difpofed to prefer the more fliameful alternative* 

The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and the 
Alani, had felt the benefits, and adopted the ufe, 

of 
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CHAP, of dcfcnfivc armour j and, as they excelled rn 
XXVII * 

^ the management of miflile weapons, they eafiiy 

overwhelmed the naked and trembling legions, 
whofe heads and breads were expofed, without 
defence, to the arrows of the Barbarians. The 
lofs of armies, the deftruftion of cities, and the 
dilhonour of the Roman name, inefFedtually foli- 
cited the fucceflbrs of Gratian to reftore the hel- 
mets and cuiraflcsof the infantry. The enervated 
foldicrs abandoned their own, and the public, 
defence ; and their pufillanimous indolence may 
be confidered as the immediate caufe of the down- 
fal of the empire ***. 


Vegetius, de Re Militari, 1 . i. c. 10. The feries of cala- 
mities, which he marks, compel us to believe, that the Hero, to 
whom he dedicates his book, is the laft and moll inglorious of the 

Valcntiniant. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Final Dejiru^lion of Paganiftn. IntroduSJion of ■ 

the Worjhip of SaintSy and RelicSy among the 
CbriJUans. 

T H E ruin of Paganifm, in the age of Theo- chap . 

dofius, is perhaps the only example of the 
total extirpation of any ancient and popular fu- The de- 
perftition ; and may therefore deferve to be con- fhe Pagai»^ 
fidered, as a fingiilar event in the hiftory of the religion, 
human mind. The Chriftians, more efpecially —395.^' 
the clergy, had impatiently fupported the prudent 
delays of Conftantine, and the equal toleration of 
the elder Valentinian j nor could they deem their 
conqueft perfeft or fecure, as long as their adver- 
faries were permitted to exift. The influence, 
which Ambrofc and his brethren had acquired 
over the youth of Gratian, and the piety of 
Theodolius, was employed to infufe the maxims 
of perfecution into the breafts of their Imperial 
profelytes. Two fpecious principles of religious 
juril'prudcnce were eftablifhed, from whence they 
deduced a direfl and rigorous conclufion, againft 
the fubjeds of the empire, who ftill adhered to 
the ceremonies of their anceftors : /baf, the 
magifl-rate is, in fome meafure, guilty of 'the 
crimes which he neglefis to prohibit, or to 
punilh j and, that the idolatrous worfhip of fa- 
bulous deities, and real daemons, is the mofl; 
abominable crime againft the fupreme majefty of 
the Creator. The laws ojT MoJfcs, and the 

examples 
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A P. examples of Jewifli hiftory were haftUy, per- 
v_, haps erroneoufly, applied, by the clergy, to the 
mild and univerfal reign of Chriftianity *. The 
zeal of the emperors was excited to vindicate 
their own honour, and that of the Deity : and 
the temples of the Roman world were fubverted, 
about fixty years after the converfion of Con- 
ilantine. 

■ From the age of Numa, to the reign of Gra- 
atRome. tian, the Romans preferved the regular fuccef- 
fion of the feveral colleges of the facerdotal 
order’. Fifteen Pontiffs exercifed their fu- 
preme jurifdi£lion over all things, and perfons, 
that were confecrated to the fervice of the gods ; 
and the various queftions which perpetually arofe 
in a loofc and traditionary fyftem, were fubmitted 
to the judgment of their holy tribunal. Fifteen 
grave and learned Augurs obferved the face of 
the heavens, and preferibed the adtions of heroes, 
according to the flight of birds. Fifteen keepers 
of the Sybilline books (their name of Quin- 

* St. Ambrofe (tom. ii. de Obit. Theodof. p. 1208.) exprefsly 
praifes and recommends the zeal of JoGah in the deftrufUon of idola- 
tiy. The language of Julius Firmicus Maternu* on the fame fub- 
jeft (de Errore Profan. Relig. p. 467, edit. Gronov.) is pioufly in- 
human. Nec filio jubet (the Mofaic Law) paici, nec fi-atri, et per 
amatam conjugem gladium vindicem ducit. See. 

* Bayle (tom. ii. p. 406, in his Commentaire Philofophique) 
{uftiGes, and limits, thefe intolerant laws by the temporal reign of 
Jehovah over the Jews. The attempt is laudable. 

5 See the outlines of the Roman hierarchy in Cicero (de Legibui, 
ii. 7, 8.), Livy (i. 20.), Dionyfius HarlicarnafTenlis ( 1 . ii. p. 119— 
129. edit. Hudfou), Beaufort (Republique Roinaine, tom. i. p. 

1 — 90.), and Moyle (vol. i. p. 10 — SS-)- The lad is the work of 
an Englifh Whig, as well as of a Roman antiquary. 
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Decemvirs was derived from their number) oc- 
cafionally confulted the hiftory of future, and, ^ i./ 
as it fhould feem, of contingent, events. Six 
Vestals devoted their virginity to the guard of 
the facred fire, and of the unknown pledges of 
the duration of Rome; which no mortal had been 
fuffcred to behold with impunity*. Seven - 
Epulos prepared the table of the gods, conducted 
the folemn procelTion, and regulated the cere- 
monies of the annual feftival. The three Fla- 
MENS of Jupiter, of Mars, and of Quirinus, 
were confidered as the peculiar minifters of the 
three moft powerful deities, who watched over 
the fate of Rome and of the univerfe. The King 
of the Sacrifices reprefented the perfon of 
Numa, and of his fucceflbrs, in the religious 
functions, which could be performed only by 
royal hands. The confraternities of the Salians, 
the Lupercals, &c. praftifed fuch rites, as - 
might extort a fmile of contempt from every 
reafonable man, with a lively confidence of re- 
commending themfelves to the favour of the im- 
mortal gods. The authority, which the Roman 
priefts had formerly obtained in the counfcls of 
the republic, was gradually aboliihed by the 
eftablifliinent of monarchy, and the removal of 

4 Thefe myftic, and perhaps imaginaiy, fymbols have given 
birth to various fables and conjeftures. It feems probable, that the 
Palladium was a finall ftatue (three cubits and a half high) of 
Minerva, with a lance and didaff; that it was ufually inclofcd in a 
/erU, or barret ; and that "a fimilar barrel was placed by its fide, to 
difconcert curiofity, or facrilege. See Mezeriac (Comment, fur IcS , 
Epitres d’Ovide, tom. i. p. 60—66.), and Lipfius (tom. iii. p. 610. 
de Vefta, &c. c. 10.), 

the 
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CHAP, the feat of empire. But the dignity of their 
facred charafter was ftill protefted by the laws 
and manners of their country ; and they ftill con- 
tinued, more efpecially the college of pontiffs, to 
exercife in the capital, and fometimes in the pro- 
vinces, the rights of their ccclefiaftical and civil 
jurifdidtion. Their robes of purple, chariots 
of ftate, and fumptuous entertainments, at- 
tracled the admiration of the people ; and they 
received, from the confecrated lands, and the 
public revenue, an ample ftipend, wliich liberally 
fupported the fplendour of the priefthood, and all 
the expences of the religious worfliip of the ftate. 
As the fervice of the altar was not incompatible 
with the command of armies, the Romans, after 
their confulflfips and triumphs, afpired to the 
place of pontiff, or of augur ; the feats of ’ Cicero 
and Pompey were filled, in the fourth century, 
by the moft illuftrious members of the fcnate ; and 
the dignity of their birth refleffed additional fplen- 
dour on their facerdotal charaffer. The fifteen 
priefts, who compofed the college of pontiff's, 
enjoyed a more diftinguifhed rank as the compa- 
nions of their fovereign ; and the Chriftian em- 
perors condefeended to accept the robe and en- 
figns, which were appropriated to the oifice of 
fupreme pontiff. But when Gratian afeended the 
throne, more fcrupulous, or more enlightened. 


5 Cicero, frankly (ad Atticum, 1. ii. epill. or indirefUy (ad 
Familiar. 1. xv. epili, 4.), confclles, that Augur, ttf is the fiiprcme 
objefl of his wifhes. Pliny is proud to tread in the footfieps of 
Cicero !1, iv. epili. ?.), and the chain cf tiatlilion li.i^h: be con- 
tinued from hitlory, and ma-iblej. 

he 
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he fternly rejefted thofe prophane fymbols ‘ •, ap- 
plied to the fervice of the date, or of the church, ■ . — _r-. j 
the revenues of the priefts and veftals ; aboliflied 
their honours and immunities ; and diflblved the 
ancient fabric of Roman fuperftition, which was 
Supported by the opinions, and habits, of eleven 
hundred years. Paganifm was ftill the conftitu- 
tional religion of the fenate. The hall, or 
temple, in which they aflembled, was adorned 
by the ftatue and altar of viftory ’’ j a majeftic 
female ftanding on a globe, with flowing gar- 
ments, expanded wings, and a crown of laurel 
in her out-ftretched hand ®. The lenators were 
fworn on the altar of the goddefs, to obferve the 
laws of the emperor and of the empire; and a 
folemn offering of wine and incenfe was the or- 
dinary prelude of their public deliberations’. 

The removal of this ancient monument was the 
only injury which Conftantius had offered to the 
fuperftition of the Romans. The altar of Victory 
was again reftored by Julian, tolerated by Valen- 
tinian, and once more banifhed from the fenate 
by the zeal of Gratian But the emperor yet 

® Zofimus, 1 . iv. p. 14.9, 250. I have fupprefTed the foolifli p-u;^ 
about Pontifex and Maxtmut. 

7 This ftatue was tianfported from Taientum to Rome, placed 
in the Chria JuHa by Caelar, and decorated by Auguftus with the 
fpoiis of Egypt. 

* Prudentius ( 1 . ii. in initio) has drawn a very awkward portrait 
of Viftory : but the curious reader wiil obtain more fatisfaciion from 
Monlfaucon's Antiquities (tom. i. p. 341.). 

9 See Suetonius (in Auguft. c. 35.), and theExordium of Pliny'* 

Panegyric. 

Thefe fafts are mutually allowed by the two advocates, Sym- 
IMuthus and Ambrofe. 

fpared 
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CHAP, fpared the ftatues of the gods which were expofed 
^ to the public veneration : four hundred and 
twenty-four temples, or chapels, ftill remained to 
fatisfy the devotion of the people j and in every 
quarter of Rome, the delicacy of the Chriftians 
was offended by the fumes of idolatrous facri- 
fice 

Petition of But the Chriftians formed the leaft numerous 
fbrthraT- fenate of Rome"; and it was only 

tar of Vic- by their abfence, that they could exprefs their 
A*!d. 384. diffent from the legal, though profane, adls of a 
Pagan majority. In that affembly, the dying 
embers of freedom were, for a moment, revived 
and inflamed by the breath of fanaticifm. Four 
refpeftable deputations were fucceffively voted to 
the Imperial court to reprefent the grievances 
of the priefthood and the fenate ; and to folicit 
the reftoration of the altar of Viftory. The 
condudL of this important bufinefs was entrufted 
to the eloquent Symmachus a wealthy and 

noble 

The Notiiia Urli'u, more recent t!nn Conftantine, does not find one 
Chriftian church worthy to he named among the edifices of the city. 
Amhrofe (tom. ii. epift. xvii. p. 815.) deplores the public fcandals 
of Rome, which continually offended the eyes, the cars, and the 
noftrils of the faithlul. , 

“ Ambrofe repeatedly affirms, in contradidlion to common fenfe 
(Moyle’s Works, vol. ii. p. 147.), that the Chriftians had a majo- 
rity in the fenate. 

•J The (A. D. 381.) to Gratian, who refufed them audience. 
The /ciW (A. D. 384.) to Valentinian, when the field was difputed 
by Symmachus and Ambrofe. The third (A. D. 388.) to Theo- 
dofius and the fturtb (A. D. 39a.) to Valentinian. Lardner 
(Heathen Teftiinonies, vol. iv. p. 371—399.) fairly reprefents the 
whole tranfa6lion. 

'4 Symmachus, who was invefted with all the civil and facerdotal 
honours, teprefented the emperor under the two characters of F«»- 

»»/« 
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noble fenator, who united the Tacred charadlcrs of C H A P. 
pontiff and augur, with the civil dignities of ‘ ^ *• 

proconful of Africa, and prasfcft of the city. 

The breaft of Symmachus was animated by the 
warmeft zeal for the caufe of expiring Paganifm » 
and his religious antagonifts lamented the abufe 
of his genius, and the inefficacy of his moral 
virtues The orator, whofe petition is extant 
to the emperor Valentinian, was confeious of the 
difficulty and danger of the office which he had 
aflumed. He cautioufly avoids every topic which 
might appear to reflefl on the religion of his fo- . 
vereign ; humbly declares, that prayers and en- 
treaties are his only arms j and artfully draws his ' 
arguments frorri the fchools of rhetoric, rather 
than from thofe of philofophy. Symmachus en- 
deavours to feduce the imagination of a young 
prince, by difplaying the attributes of the goddefs 
of victory j he infinuates, that the confifeation of 
the revenues, which were confecrated to the fer- 
vice of the gods, was a meafure unworthy of his 
liberal and difinterefted charafter j and he main- 
tains, that the Roman facrifices would be de- 
prived of their force and energy, if they were 
no longer celebrated at the expence, sft well 
as in the name, of the republic. Even feep- 
ticifm is made to fupply an apology for fu- 
perftition. The great and incomprehenfiblc 


tifa Maxima, and Princtfs Smatis. Sm the proud infcription at the 
bead of hi* works. • * 

As if any one, fays Prudentlns (in Sytnmach, i. S39.), fhould 
dig in the mud with an inftrament of gold and ivory. £ven faints, 
and polemic faints, treat this adverfary with refpefl and civility. 

VoL, V. H fecret 
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CHAP, fecret of the univerfe eludes the enquiry of man*. 

XXVIII. ^ , * 

V . — i v Where reafon cannot inftruft, cuftom may be 
permitted to guide; and every nation feems to 
confult the didlates of prudence, by a faithful at- 
tachment to thofe rites, and opinions, which have 
received the fandtion of ages. If thofe ages have 
been crowned with glory and profperity, if the 
devout people has frequently obtained the blef- 
fings which they have folicited at the altars of the 
gods, it muft appear ftill more advifable to perfift 
in the fame falutary pradlice ; and not to rifk the 
unknown perils that may attend any rafti innova- 
tions. The teft of antiquity and fuccefs was ap- 
plied with Angular advantage to the religion of 
Numa ; and Rome herfelf, the caeleftial genius 
that prefided over the fates of the city, is intro- 
duced by the orator to plead her own caufe before 
the tribunal of the emperors. ** Moft excellent 
“ princes,” fays the venerable matron, ** fathers 
of your country 1 pity and refpedt my age, 
. which has hitherto flowed in an uninterrupted 
** courfe of piety. Since I do not repent, .permit 
me to continue in the pradlice of my ancient 
rites. Since I am born free, allow me to en- 
“ joy my domcftic inftitutions. This religion 
has reduced the world under my laws. Thefe 
rites have repelled Hannibal from the city, 
and the Gauls from the capitol. Were my 
• V gray hairs referved for fuch intolerable dif- 
‘f grace ? I am ignorant of the new fyftem, that 
“ I- ann required to adopt ; but I am well aflured, 
“ that the corre£tion of old age is always an un- 

grateful 
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•* grateful and ignominious office The fears 
of the people fupplied what the difcretion of the »— « 
orator had fupprefied ; and the calamities, which 
afflifted, or threa“tened, the declining empire, 
were unanimoufly imputed, by the Pagans, to 
the new religion of Chrift and of Conftantine. 

But the hopes of Symmachus were repeatedly Converilon 
baffled by the firm and dexterous- oppofition of a.d!™ 88, 
the archbiffiop of Milan j who fortified the em- 
perors againft 'the fallacious eloquence of the ad- 
vocate of Rome. In this controverfy, Ambrofe 
condefcends to fpeak the language of a philofo- 
pher, and to alk, with fome contempt, why it 
fhould be thought neceflary to introduce an ima- 
ginary and invifible power, as the caufe of thofe 
vidlorics, which were fufficiently explained by the 
valour and difeipline of the legions. He juftly 
derides the abfurd reverence for antiquity, which 
could only tend to difeourage the improvements 
of art, and to replunge the human race into their 
original barbarifm. From thence gradually 
rifing to a more lofty and theological tone, he 
pronounces, that Chriftianity alone is the doctrine 
of truth and falvation j and that every mode of 
Polytheifm condufts its deluded votaries,' through- 
the paths of error, to the abyfs of eternal perdi- 


See the fifty-fourth epiftle of the tenth book of Sytn- 
xuchus. In the foi-m and difpolition of his ten books of epiftlcs, he 
Imitated the younger Pliny ; whofe rich and florid ftyle he was fup. 
pofed, by h'ls friends, to equal or excel (Macrob. Satumal. 1. v« 
c, !.)• But the luxuriancy of Symmachus confifts of barren leaves, 
without fruits, and even without flowers. Few faffs, and few 
fentiments, can be extraffed from his verbofe correfpondence. 

Ha tion. 
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xxvin ’ Arguments like thefe, when they were 

w— ^ fuggefted by a favourite bifliop, had power to 
prevent the reftoration of the altar of Viftory j 
but the fame arguments fell, with much more 
energy and efFcdl, from the mouth of a con- 
queror j and the gods of antiquity were dragged 
in triumph at the chariot-wheels of Theodo- 
lius **. In a full meeting of the fcnate, the em- 
peror propofed, according to the forms of the 
republic, the important quertion. Whether the 
worfhip of Jupiter, or that of Chrifl-, fhould be 
the religion of the Romans. The liberty of 
fuffrages, which he affefted to allow, was de- 
ftroyed by the hopes and fears that his prefencc’ 
jnfpired j and the arbitrary exile of Symmachus 
was a recent admonition, that it might be dan- 
gerous to oppofe the wifiies of the monarch. On 
a regular divifion of the fenate, Jupiter was con- 
demned and degraded by the fenfe of a very large 
majority} and it is ‘rather furprifing, that any 
members fhould be found bold enough to declare, 1 

'7 See Ambrofe (tom. ii. eptft. xvli, xviii. p. 8x5—833.). The | 
i former of thefe epiftles is a (hort caution ; the latter is a formal re- 

ply to the petition orTMof Symmachus. The fame ideas are more 
copioufly exprefled in the poetry, if it may deferve that name, of 
.Prudentius; who compofed his tw^ books againft Symmachus (A. 

D. while that fenator was ftill alive. It is whimGcal enough, 
that Montefquicu (Confiderations, &c. c. xix. tom. iii. p. 487.) 
fliould overlook the two profefled antagonifts of Symmachus j and 
amufe himfelf with defcanting on the mtm remote and indirect con- 
futations of Oroiiu's, St. Auguftin, and Salvian. 

«* See Prudentius (in Symmach. 1. i. 545, &c.). The ChriAian 
agrees with the Pagan Zofimus (1. iv. p. *83.), in placing this vifit 
of Tbeodofius after the fenitd civil war, gemini bis vi€tot ctedf 

Tyi-anni (1. i. 410.). But the time and clrciunftances are better fuited I 

to his hrA triumph. 

■4- ■ 1. 
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by their fpceches and yotes, that they were ftill 
attached to the intcreft of an abdicated deity ‘®, 

The hafty converfion of the fenate ntiuft be at- 
tributed cither to fupernatural or to fordid mo- 
tives ; and many of thefc reluflant profelytes be- 
trayed, on every favourable occafion, their fecret 
difpofition to throw afidc the mafk of odious dif- 
fimulation. But they were gradually fixed in the 
new religion, as the caufe of the ancient became 
more hopelefs they yielded to the authority of 
the emperor, to the fafliion of the times, and to 
the entreaties of their wives and children who 
who were inftigated and governed by the clergy 
of Rome and the monks of the Eaft. The edi- 
fying example of the Anician family was foon 
imitated by the reft of the nobility : the Baffi, 
the Pauli ini, the Gracchi, embraced the Chriftian 
religion j and “ the luminaries of the world, the 
** venerable aflembly of Catos (fuch are the high- 
** flown exprefllons of Prudentius^, were impatient 
** to ftrip themfclves of their pontifical garment ; 

** to caft the Ikin of the old ferpent ; to aflume 


>9 Pnidentius, after proving that the Unk ©f the fenate U de- 
clared by a legal majoiity, proceeds to fay (609, Ue.), 

Adfpice quam pleno fubfellia noftia Senatu 
Decernant infame Jovis pulvinar, et omne 

Idolium longe puipita ab uibe fugandum. • || 

Qua vocat egregii fententia Principis, illue 
Libera, cum pedibus, turn corde, fiequentia tranCt. 

Zoiimiis aferibes to the confeript fathers an hcatbenilh courage, 
which few of them are found to poflefs. 

*» Jerom fpecifies the pontiff Albinus, who was furrounderf with 
fuch a believing family of children and grand- children, as would 
have been fufficient to convert even Jupiter hiaifelf ; an extraordinary 
ptofelyu! (tom. i. ad Lztain, p. 5^,} 

H 3 « the 
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xxvnf ' ** fnowy robes of baptifmal ipnocence j’ and 
“ to humble the pride of the confular fafces bc- 
fore the tombs of the martyrs*'.” The ci- 
tizenSj who fubfifted by their own induftry, and 
the populace, who‘were fupported by the public 
liberality, filled the churches of the Lateran, and 
Vatican, with an inceflant throng of devout pro^ 
felytes. The decrees of the fenate, which pro- 
fcribed the worfhip of idols, were ratified by the 
general confent of the Romans ** : the fplendour 
of the Capitol was defaced, and the folitary.tem- 
pies were abandoned to ruin and contempt'**. 
Rome fubmitted to the yoke of the Gofpel j and* 
the vanquilhed provinces had not yet loft their_^ 
reverence fpr the name and authority of Rome. 

The filial piety of the emperors themfclves en- 
g3ged them to proceed, with fome^ caution, and, 
the pro- tendernefs, in the reformation of the eternal .city,. 

Vinces, . . . vi ■/ . . 

A.D. 381. Thofe abfolute monarchs adled with tefs' regard* 
to the prejudices of the provincials. -The pious 
labour which had been fufpcnded near twenty 
years fince the death- of Conftantius**, was yi-- 

goroufly 

*> Exfultare Patres vicleas, pulcherrima rmindi 
Lumina ; conciliumque fenum geftire Catonum 
Candidiore toga niveum pietatis amiftum 
Sumere ; et exuvias deponere pontificales.' 

The fancy of Prudentius is warmed and elevated by vifVory. 

** Prudentius, after he has defcribed the converfion of the fenate 
and people, aflts, with fome truth and confidence, 

Et dubitamus adhuc Romam, tibi, Chrifte, dicatam 
In leges transjffe tuas ? 

*t Jerom exults in the defolation of the capitol, and the other 
temples of Rome (tom. i. p. 54. tom. ii. p. 95.). 

Libanius (Orat. pro Templis, p. 10. Genev. 1634. publi/hed 
hy James Godefrey, and now extremely fearee) accufes Valentinian 

and 
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goroyfly refumed, and finally accompliflied, by 
the zeal of Theodofius. Whilft that warlike ■ — ‘r 
prince yet ftruggled with the Goths, not for the 
glory, .but^ for the fafety, of the republic j he 
ventured to offend a confiderable party of his fub- 
jefts, by fome adbs which might perhaps fccure 
the proteftion of Heaven, but which muft feem 
rafli and unfeafonable in the eye of human pru- 
dence.^ The fuccefs of his firfl: experiments , 
againft'the Pagans, encouraged the pious em- 
peror to reiterate and enforce his edidls of pro- 
feriptioA : the fame laws which had been origin- . 
ally ppblifhed in the provinces of the Eaft, were . 
applied, ^ after the defeat of Maximus, to the 
whole; extent of the Weftern empire} and every 
vidlory. of the orthodox Theodofius contributed 
to the triumph of the Chriftian and Catholic 
faith**. He attacked fuperftition in her mod 
vital part, by prohibicing the ufe of facrifices, 
which he declared to be criminal, as well as infa- 
mous ; and if the terms of his edifls more ftri(5t- 
ly condemned the irnpious curiofuy which ex- 
amined the entrails of the vidims every fub- 
fequent explanation tended to involve, in the 

and Valens of prohibiting facrifices. Some partial order may have 
been iflued by the Eaftern emperor : but -the Idea of any general U-vv 
is contradi61^ by the filence of the Code, and the evidence of ec- 
clefiaftlcal hiftory. 

• j 

*S See his laws in'* the TheodoCan Code, 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 

7-it. 

Homer’s facrifices are not accompanied with any ir.quifition of 
entrails (lee Feithius, Antiquitat. Horner. 1. I. c; lo. ifi.). The 
Tufeans, who produced the firft HarufpUh, fubdued both the Greeks 
and the Romans (Cicero de Divinatione, ii. s}.). 

H 4 fame " 
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xxNaif general prafticc of immolation, 

V - -‘i which eflentially conftituted the religion of the 
Pagans. As the temples had been eredled for the 
purpofe of facrifice, it was the duty of a bene- 
volent prince to remove from his fubjefts the 
dangerous temptation, of offending againft the 
laws which he had enacted. A fpecial commiffiort 
was granted to Cynegius, the Praetorian praefeft 
of the Eafi, and afterwards to the counts Jovius 
and Gaudentius, two officers of diftinguifhed 
rank in the Wefti by which they were direfted 
to (hut the temples, to feize or deftroy the inftru- 
ments of idolatry, to abolifh the privileges of the 
priefts, and to confifeate the confecrated property 
for the benefit of the emperor, of the church, or 
of the army *^. Here the defolation might have 
flopped : and the naked edifices, which were no 
longer employed in the fervice of idolatry, might 
have been protedled from the dcftruflive rage of 
fanaticifm. Many of thofe temples were the 
moft: fplendid and beautiful monuments of Gre- 
cian architedlure ; and the emperor himfelf was 
interefted not to deface the fplendour of his own 
cities, or to diminifh the value of his own polTcf- 
fions. Thofe liately edifices might be fuffered to 
remain, as fo many lafting trophies of the vi(2ory 
of Chrifl. In the decline of the arts, they might be 
ufcfully converted into magazines, manufaftures* 

*T ZoThdu*, 1 . iv, p. *45. 249. Theodoret, I.t. e. 21. Idatius 
in .Chron, Prolper. Aquitan> 1 . iii- 38. apud Baronium, Annal. 
Epclcf, A. P. 389. N° 52. Xibanius (pro Trmplis, p. 10,) labours 
So prove, tJD>iU the cpmntands of Theodphut were not direfl ao4 
pofitiye, 

•r 
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or places of public aflembly : and perhaps, when chap. 
the walls of the temple had been fufficiently pu- 
rifled by holy rites, the worlhip of the true Deity 
might be allowed to expiate the ancient, guilt of 
idolatry. But as long as they fubfifted, the ^ 
Pagans fondly cheriftied the fecret hope, that an 
aufpicious revolution, a fecondjulian, might again 
reftore the altars of the godsj and the earneftnefs 
with which they addrefled their unavailing prayers ’ 
to the throne**, increafed the zeal of the Chriftian 
reformers to extirpate, without mercy, the root 
of fuperftition. The laWs of the emperors ex- 
hibit fome fymptoms of a milder difpofition** : 
but their cold and languid efforts were^ infufficient ‘ 
to ftem the torrent of enthufiafm and rapine, ' 
which was conduced, or rather impelled, by the 
fpiritual rulers of the church. In Gaul, the holy 
Martin, bifliop of Tours marched at the head 
of his faithful monks to deftroy the idols, the 
temples, and the confccrated trees of his ex- 
tenfive diocefej and, in the execution of this 
arduous talk, the prudent reader will judge 
whether Martin was fupported by the aid of 
miraculous powers, or of carnal weapons. In' 


Ced. Tkeodor. 1 . xvi. tit. *. lej. 8 . it. There i* room to^ • 
Jbelicve, thatthit temple of EdelTa, which TheodoCus wifhed to fave 
for civil ufes, was foOo afterwards a heap of niias (Libanius pro ' 
'Templit, p. 7,6, 17. and Godefroy's notes, p. 59.). 1 

>^9 See this curious oration of Libanius pro Templis, pronounced. 
«r rather compofed, about the year 390. I have confulted, with, 
advanti^, Dr. Lardner’s verfion and remarks (Heathen Teftimonies, 
erol. iv. p. 135—163.). , 

»® See the life of Martin, hy Sulpicius Sererus, c. 9—14.. The 
faint once nsiftook (at Don Qpixote might have done) an hai'mleft 
funeral for an idoJUtreus pracdlif^, and imprudently committed a 
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Syria, the divine and excellent Marcellus*', as 
he is ftiled by, Theodoret, a bifliop animated with 
apoftolic fervouy,, refolved. to level with, the 
ground the ftately temples .within the diocefc of 
Apamea.* His attack was refilled,, by the Ikill 
and folidity, with, ysrhich the temple of Jupiter, 
had. been conftruded. The building was feated 
on an eminence: on each • of the four fides, 
the lofty roof was fupported , by fifteen onafify 
columns, fixteen feet in. circumference j and the , 
large ftones of which they w«e cpmpofcd, , weje 
firmly cemented wjth lead and iron. The force., 
of the ftrongell and, fharpeft tools had been tried 
without effefl. It.was found neceflary to uxnierr 
mine the foun^fations of the columns, which fell . 
down as foon as, the temporary-wooden prop;^ had 
been confuntedjwith firej and;the. difficuhies; of- 
the enterprife are deferibed under the allegory .of' 
a.black dasraon, ,who retarded, ^^though he could 
not defeat,^ the operations of the Ghriftian- en- 
gineers. Elated^ with yidory, Marcellus^took. 
the field in perfon againft the powers of darknefs ; 
a numerous troop of foldiers ,and ' gladiators 
marched under the epifcopal .banner, and he luc- . 
ceflively attacked the villages and country tem- 
ples of the diocefe of Apamea* Whenever any 
refinance or danger was apprehended, the cham- 
pion of the faith, whofe lamenefs would not allow 
him either to fight or fly, placed himfelf at a con- 
venient diftance, "beyond the reach of darts. But' 

J* Compare Sozomen (1, vii. c. 15 .) with Theodoret (1. v. c. 
%!•). fietween them, they relate the crulade and death of Mar* 
cellns. . , 

this- 
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this prudence was the occalion of his death : he 
was furprifed and flain by a body of exafperated « — — *■ 
ruftics i and the fynod of the province pro- 
nounced, without hefuation, that the holy Mar- 
cellus*had facrificed his life in the caufe of God. 

In the fupport of this caufe, the monks, who 
rufhed, with tumultuous fury, from the defert, 
diftinguifhed themfelves by their zeal and dili- 
gence. They deferved the enmity of the Pagans; 
and fome of them might deferve the reproaches 
of avarice ahd intemperance j of avarice, which 
they gratified with holy plunder, apd of intem- 
perance, which they indulged at the expence of 
the people,, who foolilhly admired their^ tattered 
garments, loud; pfalmody, and artificial palcr 
nels A fmall number of temples was. pro- 
teded by, the, fears, the venality, the tafte, or 
the prudence, of the civil and ecclefiaftical go- 
vernors. The temple of the celeftial Venus at. 
^rthage, whofe facred precindls formed, a cir- 
cuhnference of two miles, was judicioufly con- 
verted into a Chriftian church and a fimilar 
confecration has preferyed inviolate the majeftic 
dome of the Pantheon at Rome But in al- 


moft every province of the Roman world, aa 


3* Libanius pro Templis, p. 10 — 13. He- rails at theie black, 
garbed men, the Chriftian Monks, who eat more than elephants. 
Poor elephants ! tbty are temperate animals. 

n Profper. Aquitan. 1 . iii. c. 3S. apud Baronium; Annal. Ec> 
clef. A. D. 389. No 58, &c. The temple had been Ihut fome 
time, and the accefa to it was overgrown with brambles. 

i* Donatus, Roma Antiqua et Nova, 1 . iv. c. 4. p. 468. Tbis^ 
c onfecraiion was performed by pope Boniface IV. I am ignorant of 
t he favourable circnmftances which had preferved the Pantheon 
above two hundred years after the reign of Theodolius, 

army 
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army of fanatics, without authority, and without 
difciplinc, invaded the peaceful inhabitants j and 
the ruin of the faireft ftruftures of antiquity ftill 
difplays the ravages of thofe Barbarians, who alone 
had time and inclination to execute fuch labori- 
ous deftrudlion. 

In this wide and various profpeft of devafta- 
tion, the fpeftator may diftinguilh the ruins of 
the temple of Serapis, at Alexandria **. Serapis 
. does not appear to have been one of the native 
gods, or monfters, who fprung from the fruitful 
foil of fupcrftitious Egypt **. The firfl: of the 
Ptolemies had been commanded, by a dream, 
to import the myfterious ftranger from the coaft 
of Pontus, where he had been long adored by 
the inhabitants of Sinope ; but his attributes and 
his reign were fo imperfeftly underftood, that it 
became a fubjedl of dirpute* whether he repre- 
fented the bright orb of day, or the gloomy 
monarch of the fubterraneous regions Thi 
Egyptians, who were obflinately devoted to 
the religion of their fathers, refufed to ad- 
mit this foreign deity within the vfalls of their 

» li Sophronius compofed a recent and feparate hjftory (Jeiwm, in 
Script. Ecelef. tom. i. p. 303.), which had fumilhed* materials to 
Socrates ( 1 . v. e. 16.), Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. as.), and Rofinui (I. ii. 
c. as.). Yet the laft, who had been at Alexandria, befw-e, and 
after, the event, may deferve the credit of an original witnefs. 

l* Gerard Voffiia (Opera, tom. v. p. 80. & de Idololatria, 1 . r. 
e. 19.) drives to lupport the drange nation of the Fathei-s j that the 
patriarch Jofeph was adoied in Egypt, as the bull Apis, and the 
god Serapis. 

37 Origo dei nondom nodris celebrata. ASgyptierum antiftites Jic 
wemoiant, &c. Tacit. Hid. iv. 83. The Greeks, who had travel- 
led into Egypt, were alike ignorant of this new deify. 
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cities **. But the pbfequious priefts, who were 
feduced by the liberality of the Ptolemies, fub- ^ 

mitted, without refiftance, to the power of the 
god of Pontus : an honourable and domeftic ge- 
nealogy was provided j and this fortxinate ufurper 
was introduced into the throne and bed of Ofiris 
the huftand of Ifis, and the celeftial monarch of 
Egypt. Alexandria, which claimed his peculiar 
proteftion, gloried in the name of the city of 
Serapis. His temple **, which rivalled the pride 
and magnificence of the capitol, was ereded on 
.the fpacious fummit of an artificial mount, raifed 
one hundred fteps above the level of the adjacent 
parts of the city j and the interior cavity was 
ftrongly fupported by arches, and diftribiited into 
vaults and fubterraneous apartments. The con- 
fccrated buildings were furrounded by a quadran- 
gular portico; the ftately halls, and exquifite 
ftatues, difplayed the triumph of the arts; and the 
treafurcsof ancient learning were preferved in the 
famous Alexandrian, library, which had arifen with 
new Iplendour ffcm its alhes After the edifts 

of 

33 Macrobius, Satumal. 1 . i. c. 7. Such a living fa£l deciilvsiy 
proves his foreign extrafHon. 

39 At Roin«. Ifis and Serapis were united in the fame temple. 

The precedency which the queen afTumed, may feem to betray her 

ungual alliance with the ftranger of Pontus. But the fuperiority 

of the female fex was eftablifhed in Egypt as a civil and religious 

inlHtmion (Diodor. Sicul. tom. i. 1 . i. p. 31. edit. Weireling), and 

the fame order is obferved in Plutarch's Treatife of Ifjs and Ofuit } ‘ 

whom he identihes with Serapis. 

4a Ammianus (xxii. 16.). The Expoftuo totius Mundi (p. 8. 
in Hudfon's Gcograph. Minor, tom. iii.), and Pvufinus ( 1 . ii. c. 
aa.), celebrate the Serapnm, as one of the wonders of the world. 

4 t See Memoires de I'Acad. des Infcrlptlons, tom. lx. p. 397— 

41$. The «!d library of the Ptolemies was taell^ confumed in 
• Caelkr's 
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CHAP, of Theodoflus had feverely prohibited the facri-. 
fices of the Pagans, they were ftill tolerated in the 
city and temple of Serapis j and this Angular in- 
dulgence was imprudently afcribed to the fuper- 
ftitious terrors of the Chriftians themfelves : as if 
they had feared to abolifh thofe ancient rites, 
which could alone fecure the inundations of the 
Nile, the harvefts of Egypt, and the fubfiftencc 
' of Conftantinople 

Its final At that time the archiepifcopal throne of 
Alexandria was filled by Theophilus'^, the per- 

.^.D. 3*9. petual enemy of peace and virtue } a bold, bad 
' man, whofe hands were alternately polluted with 
gold, and with blood. His pious indignation 
was excited by the honours of Serapis ; and the 
infults which he offered to an ancient chapel of 
Bacchus, convinced the Pagans that he meditated ' 
a more important and dangerous enterprife. In 
the tumultuous capital of Egypt, the flighteft 
provocation was fufficient to inflame a civil war. 
The votaries of Serapis, whofe flirength and num- 
bers were much inferior to thofe of their antago- 
nills, rofe in arms at the inftigation of the philo- 

Czfar's Alexandrian wai\ Marc Antony. gave the whole collection 
of Pergamus (200,000 volumes) to Cleopatra, as the foundation of 
the tinu library of Alexandria. > 

4 * Libanius (pro Templis, p. 21.) inuifcrectly provokes his 
• Chrillian mailers by this infulting remark. 

4 J We may chufe between the date of Marccllinus (A- D. 389.) 
or that of Profper (A. D. 391.). Tillemont (Hill, des Emp. 
tom. v. p. 310. 756.) prefers the former, and Pagi the Latter. 

44 Tillemont, Mem. Eccicf. tom. xi. p. 4.41 — 500. The am- 
biguous fituation of Thcophilus, a hint, as the friend of Jeron>} 
a devH, as the enemy of Chrylbllom ; produce a fort of impartiality : 
yet, upon the whole, the balance is jullly inclined againll him. 

fopher 
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Ibpher Olympius who exhorted them to die in a p. 
the defence of the altars of the gods. Thefc Pagan 
fanatics fortified themfelves in the temple, or 
rather fortrefs, ofSerapis; repelled the befiegers 
by daring fallies, and a refolute defence; and, 
by the inhuman cruelties which they exercifed on 
their Chriftian prifoners, obtained the laft confo- 
lation of defpair* The efforts of the prudent 
magiftrate were ufefully exerted for the eftablifh- 
ment of a truce, till the anfwcr of Theodofius 
fhould determine the fate of Serapis. The two 
parties aflembled, without arms, in the principal 
fquare j and the Imperial refeript was publicly 
read. But when a fentence of deftruftion againil 
the idols of Alexandria was pronounced, the 
Chriftians fet up a Ihout of joy and exultation, 
whilft the unfortunate Pagans, whofe fury had 
given way to confternation, retired with hafty 
and filent fteps, and- eluded, by their flight or 
obfeurity, the refentment of their enemies. The- 
ophilus proceeded to demolifli the temple of Sera- 
pis, without any other difficulties, than thofe 
which he found in the weight and folidity of the 
materials j but thefe objefts proved fo infupcrable, 
that he was obliged to leave the foundations ; 
and to content himfelf with reducing the edifice 
itfelf to a heap of rubbilh, a part of which was 
foon afterwards cleared away, to make room for 
a church, ^eredled in honour pf the Chriftian 


+5 Lardner (Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. p. 411.) has alleged a 
beautiful paflage from Suidas, or rather from Damafeius, which 
fliews the devout and virtuous Olympius, not in the light of a war- 
n'or, biU of a prophet. 

• martyrs. 
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CHAP, martyrs. The valuable library of Alexandria waf \ , 
y ^ \ pillaged or deftroyed ; and, near twenty years - 

afterwards, the appearance of the empty (helves - 
excited the regret and indignation of every fpe6ta- 
tor, whofc mind was not totally darkened by re- 
ligious prejudice The compofitions of ancient 
genius, fo many of which have irretrievably pe- 
rifiied, might furely have been excepted from the 
wreck of idolatry, for the amufement and inftruc- 
tion of fucceeding ages ; and either the zeal or 
the avarice of the archbifliop might have been 
fatiated with the rich fpoils, which were the re- 
ward of his vlftory. While the images and vafes 
of gold and filver were carefully melted, ahd 
thofe of a lefs valuable metal were contemptuoufly 
broken, and caft into the ftreets, Theophilus la- 
boured to expofe the frauds and vices of the mi- 
nifters of the idols ; their dexterity in the ma- 
nagement of the loadftonc} their fecret methods 
• of introducing an human aftor into a hollow 
ftatuc ; and their fcandalous abufe of the confi^ 
dence of devout hufbands, and unfufpefting fe- 
males **. Charges like thefe may feem to deferve 

fome 


ts Nos vidimus armaria librorum, quibus direptis, eninanita ea a 
aoftris hominibus, noftris temporibus memorant. Orofius, 1 . vi. 
c. 15. p. 411. edit. Havercamp. Though a bigot, and a contro- 
Tcrfial writer, Orofius feems to bluQi. 

47 Eunapitts, in the lives of Antoninus and JEde&at, execrates 
the facrilegious rapine of Theophilus. Tillemont (Mem. EccleE 
tom. xiii. p. 453.) quotes an epilUe of Ifidore of Pelufium, which 
reproaches the primate with the idolatnut worlhip of gold, the auif 
Jura fames. 

4* Rufinus names the prieft of Saturn, who, in the charaffer of 
the god, familiarly conrerfed with many pious ladies of quality ; till 

he 
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fome degree of credit, as they are not repugnant 
to the crafty and interefted fpirit of fuperftition. ^ 

But the fame fpirit is equally prone to the bafe 
prafHce of infulting and calumniating a fallen 
enemy j and our belief Is naturally checked by 
the refleftion, that it is much lefs difficult to in- 
vent a fiftitious ftory, than to fupport a praflical 
fraud. The coloffal ftatue of Serapis was in- 
volved in the ruin of his temple and religion. A 
great number of plates of different metals, artifi- 
cially joined together, compofed the majeftic 
figure of the Deity, who touched on either fide 
the walls of the fandfuary. The afpeft of Sera- 
pis, his fitting pofture, and the fceptre, which 
he bore in his left hand, were extremely fimilar 
to the ordinary reprefentations of Jupiter. He . 
was diftinguiflied from Jupiter by the baflcet, or 
bufhel, which was placed on his head : and by 
the emblematic monfter, which he held in his 
right hand : the head and body of a ferpent 
branching into three tails, which were again ter- 
minated by the triple heads of a dog, a lion, and 
a wolf. It was confidently affirmed, ‘that if any 
impious hand fhould dare to violate the majefty of 
the god, the heavens and the earth would inftantly 

he betrayed hiinfelf, in a moment of tranfport, when he could nfot 
difguife the tone of hisvoice. The authentic and impartial narrative 
of ^fchines (fee Bayle, Diflionnaire Critique, Scamandre), and 
the adventure of Miindus (Jofcph. Antiquitat. Judaic. I. xviii. c. 3. 
p. 877. edit. Havercanip.), may prove thatfuch amorous frauds have 
been praffifed with fuccefs. 

+9 See the Images of Serapis, in Montfaucon (tom. ii. p. 197.) t 
but the defeription of Macrobius (Satunial. 1 . i. c. zo.) is much 
more piflurefque and fatisfaftory. 

VoL. V, , I . return 
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xxvtif* chaos. An intrepid ful- 

' — — dier, animated by zeal, and armed with a weighty 
battle-axe, afeended the ladder j and even the 
Chriftian multitude expei51:ed, with fome anxiety, 
the event of the combat He aimed a vigorous 
ftroke againft the cheek of Serapis j the cheek 
fell to the ground ; the thunder was ftill filent, 
and both the heavens and the earth continued to 
preferve their accuftomed order and tranquillity. 
The vidlorious foldier repeated his blows : the 
huge idol was overthrov/n, and broken in pieces ; 
and the limbs of Serapis were ignominioufly drag- 
ged through the ftreets of Alexandria. His 
mangled carcafe was burnt in the Amphitheatre, 
amidil; the fhouts of. the populace j and many 
► perfons attributed their converfion to this dif- 
covery of the impotence of their tutelar deity. 
The popular modes of religion, that propofe any 
vifible and material objedls of worlliip, have the 
- advantage of adapting and familiarifing them- 
felves to the fenfes of mankind : but this advan- 
, tage is counterbalanced by the various and ine- 
■ vitable accidents to which the faith of the idolater 
is expofed. It is fcarcely poiTible, that, in every 
difpoficion of mind, he fhould preferve his im- 

5 ° Sec! foitcs tremucre mar.u!, motiejue verendi 
Majcftate loci, fi robora facra feriient 
In I'ua aedebant redituras membra fecurcs. 

(Liicaii. iii. 4.19.) " Is it true (faid Auguftus to a veteran of Italy, 

' at whofe houfe he fnppetl), that the man, who gave the lirll blow 

“ to the golden Itatue at Anaitis, was inllantly deprived «f his eyes, 
“ and of hjs life ?■’ “ / was that man (replied the clear-fighted ye- 
“ teranj, and you now fnp on one of the legs of tlte goddefs,” 
(Plin, Hill. Natur. xxxili.', 24.), 

3 plicit 
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plicit reverf^nce for the idols, or the relics, which 
the naked eye, and the profane hand, are unable ■_ , » 

todiftinguWh from the moft common productions 
of art, or nature j and if, in the hour of danger, 
their fccret and miraculous virtue docs not ope- 
rate for their own prefervation, he fcorns the 
vain apologies of his priefls, and juftly derides the 
objeft, and the felly, of his fuperftitious attach- 
ment’’. After the fall of Serapis, fome hopes 
were ftill entertained by the Pagans, that the 
Nile would refufe his annual fupply to the im- 
pious mafters of Egypt ; and the extraordinary 
<3elay of the inundation feemed to announce the 
difpleafure of the river-god. But this dtday was 
foon compenfated by the rapid fwell of the waters. 

They fuddcnly refe to fuch an unufual height, as 
to comfort the difeontented party with the plcaf- 
ing expeftation of a deluge j till the peaceful 
river again fubfided to the well-known and fer- 
tilifing level of fixteen cubits, or about thirty 
Englilh feet 

The temples of the Roman erppire were de- ThePa;an 
ferted, or deftroyed ; but tlie ingenious fuper- pch'bfted, 
Ihition of the Pagans dill attempted to elude the '39°' 
Jaws of Theodofujs, by which all facrifccs had 


S' The Hlftory of the Reformation affords fi=cqucnt examples of the 
Aiddcn change froti) fuporllition to contempt. , ■ 

S» Sozomen, I. vii. c. 20. I have fupplied the meafure. The 
fame llandard, of the inundation, and confcquetitly of the cubit, 
has uniformly I'uhfilted iince the time of Herodotus. See Frcret, 
in the Mem. de I’AcaJemie des inferiptions, torn. xvi.,p, 3++— 
35J. Greaves’s Milccllaneous Works, vol. i. p. 233. The Egyp- 
tian cubit is about twenty-two inches of the Engiilli meafure. 

I 2 been 
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Scx\^if fcverely prohibited. The inhabitants of the 
V , — 1 country, whofe condudl was lefs expofed to the 
eye of malicious curiofity, difguifed their religious^ 
under the appearance of convivialt meetings. On 
the ^ays of folcmn feftivals, they aflcmbled in 
great numbers under the fpreading ftiade of fome 
' confecrated trees ; fheep and oxen were flaughtcr- 
cd and roafted j and this rural entertainment was 
fanflified by the ufe of incenfe, and by the hymns, 
which were fung in honour of the gods. But it 
was alleged, that, as no part of the animal was 
made a burnt-offering, as no altar was provided 
to receive the blood, and as the previous oblation 
of fait cakes, and the concluding ceremony of 
libations, were carefully omitted, thefe feftal 
meetings did not Involve the guefts in the guilt, 
or penalty, of an illegal facrifice Whatever 
might be the truth of the fafts, or the merit of 
the diftinftion thefe vain pretences were fwept 
away by the laft edifb of Thcodofius ; which in- 
flicted a deadly wound on the fuperftition of the 
Pagans This prohibitory law is expreffed in 


Libanius (pro Templis, p. 15, 16, 17.) pleads their caufe with 
gentle and infinuating rlietoric. From the carlieft age, fuch feafts 
had enlivened the country; and thofe of Bacchus (Georgic ii. 3S0.) 
had produced the theatre of Athens. See Godefroy, ad loc. Liban. 
and Codex Theodof. tom. vi. p. .2841 

y* Honorius tolerated thefe ruftic feftivals (A. D. 399,). *' Abf- 
“ que ullo facrificio, atque ulla fuperftitione damnabili.” But nine 
years afterwards he found it necclTary to reiterate and enforce the fame 
provifo (Codex Theodof. l.xvi. tit. x. leg. 17. 19.). 

JI Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvl. tit. x. leg. la. Jortin (Remarks on 
Ecclef. Hiftory, vol. iv. p, 134.) cenfures, with becoming afperity, 
the ftyle and featiments of this intolerant law, 

the 
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the moft abfolute and comprehenfivc terms. It * 

** is our will and pleafure,” fays the emperor, <— ^ 
** that none of our fubje£bs, whether magiftratcs 
or private citizens, however exalted or how- 
ever humble may be their rank and condition, 

“ fliall prefume, in any city, or in any place, to 
worlhip an inanimate idol, by the facrifice of 
a guiltlefs vidlim.” The adl of'facrificing, and 
the praiflice of divination by the entrails of the 
viftim, are declared (without any regard to the 
objeft of the enquiry) a crime of high-treafon 
againft the ftate ; which can be expiated only by 
the death of the guilty. The rites of Pagan 
fuperftition, which might feem lefs bloody and 
atrocious, are abolilhed, as highly injurious to the 
truth and honour of religion, luminaries, gar- 
lands, frankincenfe, and libations of wine, are 
fpecially enumerated and condemned ; and the 
harmlefs claims of the domeftic genius, of the 
houfehold gods, are included in this rigorous pro- 
fcription. The ufe of any of thefe profane and. 
illegal ceremonies, fubjefts the offender to the 
forfeiture of the houfe, or eftate, where they 
have been performed j and if he has artfully 
chofen the property of another' for the fcene of 
his impiety, he is compelled to difcharge, with- 
out delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five pounds of 
gold, or more than one thoufand pounds fterling. 

A fine, not lefs confiderable, is impofed on the 
connivance of the fecret enemies of religion, who 
ftiall neglect the duty of their refpeftive Rations, 
either to reveal, or to punifti, the guilt of idolatry. 

Such was the perfecuting fpirit of the laws of 

][ 3 Theodofius^ 
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Theodofhts, which were repeatedly enforced by 
his Tons and grandfons, with the loud and unahi^ 
mous applaufe of the Chriftian world - 

In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletian, 
Chriftianity had been profcribed, as a revolt from 
the ancient and hereditary religion of the empire ; 
and the unjurt: fufptciohs which were entertained 
of a dark and dangerous fadtion, were, in fome 
mcafure, countenanced by the infeparable union, 
and rapid conquefls, of the Catholic church. But 
the fame excufes of fear and ignorance cannot be 
applied to the Chriftian emperors, who violated 
the precepts of humanity and of the gofpcl. The 
experience of ages had betrayed the weaknefs, -as 
well as folly, of Paganifm j the light of reafoii 
and of faith had already expofed, to the greateft 
part of mankind, the vanity of idols j and the 
declining fedl, which ftill adhered to their wor- 
fbip, might have been permitted to enjoy, in peace 
and obfeurity, the religious cuftoms of their an- 
ceftors. Kad the Pagans been animated by the 
u-ndaunted zeal, which polTeflVd the minds of the 
primitive' believers, the, triumph of the church 
mull have been ftained with, blood ; and the 
martyrs of Jupiter and Apollo might have em- 
braced the glorious opportunity of devoting their 

y® Such a charge Ihould not be lightly made; but it may forely 
he juftified by the authority of St. Auguftin, who thus addrelTes the 
Donatifts. “ Quis noftium, quis vtfti um non laudat leges ab Im- 
“ peratoribus de.tas adverfus faciificia Paganorum t Et certe longe 
“ ibi poena feverior conllituta eft ; iilius quippe impietatis capitate 
“ fupplicium eft.” Epift. xciii. N° lo. quoted by Lc Clerc (Bib- 
liotheqiie Choifie, tom. viii. p. 177.}, who adds fome judicious re^ 
fleftionson the intolerance of the viilorious Chriftians, 

lives 
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lives and fortunes attire foot of their altars. But 
fuch obftinate zeal was not congenial to the loofe 
and carelefs temper of polytheifm. The violent 
and repeated flrokes of the orthodox princes, 
were broken by tire foft and yielding fubftance 
againft which they were direifled ; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans protefted them from the 
pains and penalties of the Theodofian Code 
Inftead of aflerting, that the authority of the gods 
was fuperioF to that of the emperor, they defifted, 
with a plaintive murmur, from the ufe of thofe 
facred rites which their fovcreign had condemned. 
If they were fometimcs tempted, by a fally of 
paflion, or by the hopes of concealment, to in- 
dulge their favourite fuperftition ; their humble 
repentance difarmed the fevcrity of the Chriftiah 
magiftrate, and they fcldom refufed to atone for 
their ralhnefs, by fubmitting, with fome fecret 
reluctance, to the yoke of the Gofpel. The 
churches were filled with the increafing multitude 
of thefe unworthy'-profclytes, who had conformed, 
from temporal motives, to the reigning religion ; 
and whilfl they devoutly imitated the poiturcs, 
and recited the prayers, of the faithful, they la- 
tisfied their confcience by the filent and finceic 
invocation of the gods of antiquity If the 
Pagans wanted patience to fufFer, they wanted 

57 Orafitis, I. vii. c. iS. n. 537. Augtiftin (Enairat. in Pfalm cxl. 
apuJ Lavdner, Heathen Tdlimonies, vol. iv. p, 458.) iniults theic 
cowardice. “ Qnis eorum cctnprehenfus eft in facriiicio (cum his 
“ legibiis ilia prohiberentur) ct non negavit?” 

sS Libanius (pro Teinplis, p. 17, iS.) mentions, without cen- 
fure, the occafional confonnitj', and as it were theatrical play, of 
Uicfc hypocrites. 

I 4 fpirit 
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CHAP, fpirit to rcfifl; and the fcattered myriads, who 

XXVIII. ^ . 

^ - - 1 deplored the ruin of the temples, yielded, with- 

out a conteft, to the fortune of their adverfaries. 
The diforderly oppofition of the peafants of 
Syria, and the populace of Alexandria, to the 
rage of private fanaticifm, was filenced by the ^ 
name and authority of the emperor. The Pagans 
of the Weft, without contributing to the eleva- 
tion of Eugenius, difgraced, by their partial at- 
tachment, the caufe and charafler of the ufurper. 
The clergy vehemently exclaimed, that he ag- 
gravated the crime of rebellion by the guilt of 
apoftacyj that, by his permifllon, the altar of 
Vidlory was again reftored j and that the idola- 
trous fymbols of Jupiter and Hercules were dif- 
playcd in the field, againft the invincible ftandard 
of the crofs. But the vain hopes of the Pagans 
were foon annihilated by the defeat of Eugenius ; 
and they were left expofed to the refentment of 
the conqueror, who laboured to deferve the fa- 
vour of heaven by the extirpation of idolatry 
«nj finally A. nation of flaves is always prepared to applaud, 
guiihed, the clemency of their mafter, who, in the abufe of 
19^1410, abfolute power, does not proceed to the laft ex- 
tremes of injuftice and opprefljon. Theodofius 
might undoubtedly have propofed to his Pagan 
fubjcdls the alternative of baptifm or of death } 

- !9 Libanius concludes his apology (p. 3*.), by declaring to the 

emperor, that unlefs he exprefsiy warrants the dcftniflion of the 
. temples, irfl: rut nyayc^,v ha-TTCTaf, x.i x.ii t« tt,ux Bt’.6r.rirra(^ 

the proprietors will defend themfclves and the laws. . 

' 60 Paullnus, in Vit. Ambrof. c. 26. Auguftin de Civitat, Dei, 

^ If V, c. i 67 Thecdoret, 1 . v. c. 34. 

. . and 
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and the eloquent Libanius has praifed the mo- 
deration of a prince, who never enadbed, by any ■_ ^ 

pofitive law, that all his fubjefts fliould imme- 
diately embrace and praflife the religion of their 
fovercign The profeflion of Chriftianity was 
not made an eflcntial qualification for the enjoy- 
ment of the civil rights of fociety, nor were any 
peculiar hardfliips impofed on the feiftaries, who 
creduloufly received the fables of Ovid, and ob- 
ftinately rejefted the miracles of the Gofpel. The 
palace, the fchools, the army, and the fenate, 

■were filled with declared and devout Pagans ; they 
obtained, without diftirjftion, the civil and mili- 
tary honours of the empire. Theodofius diftin- 
guifhed his liberal regard for virtue and genius, by 
the confular dignity, which he bellowed on Sym- 
machus**; and by the perfonal friendfliip which 
he expreflcd to Libanius and the two eloquent 
apologifts of Paganifm were never required either 
to change, or to difiemble, their religious opi- 
nions. The Pagans were indulged in the mod 
licentious freedom of fpeech and writing ; the 


Libanius fiiggefts the fonn of a perfecutfngedift, which Theo- 
doHus might cnaft (pro Templis, p. ji.) j a ra(h joke, and a dan- 
gerous experiment. Some princes would have taken his advice. 
Denique pro nieritis terreftribus aeque rependens 
Munera, facricolis Aimmos impertit honores. 

Ipfe magillratum tibi confulis, ipfe tribunal 
Contulit. 

Prudent, in Symmach. I. 617, &c. 

Cl Libanius (pro Templis, p. 31.) is proud that Theodofius 
fliould thus diftinguifii a man, who even in his prrfmc would fwear 
by Jupiter. Yet this prefence feems to be no more than a figure of 
rhetoric. 

hidorical 
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xx^if philofophic remains of Eunapius, 

- -*-/ Zofimus **j and the fanatic teachers of the fchool 
of Plaroj betray the moft furious animojfity, aa<i 
contain the fharpeft invedtives againft the fenti- 
ments and conduct of their vidlorious adverfaries. 
If thefe audacious libels were publicly known, we 
muft applaud the good fenfc of the Chriftian 
princes, who viewed, with a frnile of contempt, 
the lall ftruggles of fuperftition and defpair 
But the Impvcrial laws, which prohibited the fa- 
crifices and ceremonies of Paganifm, were rigidly 
executed j and every hour contributed to deftroy 
the influence of a religion, which was fupported 
by egftom, rather than by argument. The de- 
votion of the poet, or the philofopher, may be 
fecretly nourifhed by prayer, meditation, and 
ftudy ; but the exercife of public worfhip appears 
to be the only foiid foundation of the religious 
■fentiments of the people, which derive their force 
from imitation and habit. The interruption of 
that public exercife may confummate, in the pe- 
riod of a few years, the -important work of a na- 
tional revolution. The memory of theological 
opinions cannot long be preferved, without the 
artificial helps of priefts, of temples, and of 



Zofimus, who ftylc? himfelf Count and Ex-advocate of the 
Treafury, reviles, with partial and indecent bigotry, the Chrlftian 
princes, and even the father of his foverelgn. His work muft have 
been privately circulated, fince itcfcaped the inveftives of tlie eccie- 
fiaftical hiftorians prior to Evagrius ( 1 . iii. c. 40—42.), wlu) lived 
towards the end of the fixth century. 

*s Yet the Pagans of Africa complained, that the times would 
not allow them to anfwer with freedom the City of God j nor doc4 
St. AuguKin (v. 26.) deny the charge. 

books. 
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books The ignorant vulgar, whofe minds 
are ftill agitated by the blind hopes and terrors of 
faperfl-ition, will be foon perfuaded by their fu- 
periors, to direct their vows to the reigning 
deities of the age ; and will infenfibly imbibe an 
ardent zeal for the fnpport and propagation of the 
new do6lrii;e, which fpiritual hunger at firft 
compelled them to accept. The generation that 
arofe in the world after the promulgation of the 
Imperial laws, was attrafled within the pale of the 
Catholic church : and fo rapid, yet fo gentle, was 
the fall of Paganifm, that only twenty-eight years 
after the death of Theodofius, the faint and minute 
veftiges were no longer vifible to the eye of the 
Jegiflator ‘h , , 

The ruin of the Pagan religion is deferibed by 
the fophifts, as a dreadful and amazing prodigy, 
which covered the earth with darknefs, and re^ 
ftored the ancient dominion of chaos and of night. 
They relate, in folemn and pathetic ftrains, that 
the temples were converted into fepulchres, and 
that the holy places, which had been adorned by 
the ftatues of the gods, were bafely polluted by 
the relics of Chriftian martyrs. “ The monks” 
fa race of filthy/ animals, to whom Eunapius is 

** The Moors of Spain, who fecretly prefen'cd the Mahomet,/ n 
religion, above a century, under the tyranny of the Inquilition, 
poflefled the Koran, with the peculiar ufe of the Arabic tongue. 
See the curious and honeft ftory of their expulfion in Geddes (Mif- 
cellanies, vol. i. p. i — 198.). 

*7 Paganos qui fuperiunt, quanquam jam nullos efle credamus. 
See. Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. x. leg. as. A. D. 423. The 
younger Theodofius was afterwards fatislicd, that his judgment had 
been foinewhat premature. 
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CHAP, tempted to refufe the name of' men) “ are the 
xxvm. * ... 

. — - '■ “ authors of the new worfhip, which, in the place 

of thofe deities, who are conceived by the un- ■ 

derftandinff, has fubftituted the meaneft and 

moft contemptible flaves. The heads, falted 

and pickled, of thofe infamous malefaftors, 

“ who for the multitude of their crimes have 

“ fuffered a juft and ignominious death ; their 

bodies, ftill marked by the imprelTion of the 

lafn, and the fears of thofe tortures which 

were inflifted by the fentence of the magiftrate ; 

“ fuch’' (continues Eunapius) are the gods 

“ which the earth produces in our days ; fuch 

are the martyrs, the fupreme arbitrators of our 

“ prayers and petitions to the Deity, whofe tombs 

are now confccrated as the objedts of the vene- 

** ration of the people Without approving 

the malice, it is natural enough to lhare the fur- 

prife, of the Sophift, the fpeclator of a revolution, 

which raifed thofe obfeure viftims of the laws of 

Rome, to the rank of ccleftial and invifible pro- 

teftors of the Roman empire. The grateful re- 

fpedl of the Chriftians for the martyrs of the faith, 

was exalted, by time and viftory, into religious 

adoration j and the moft illuftrious of the faints 

and prophets were defervedly aflbeiated to the ho- . 

nours of the martyrs. One hundred and fifty years 

after the glorious deaths of St. Peter and St. Paul, 

the Vatican and the Oftian road were diftinguiflied 

by the tombs, or rather by the trophies, of thofe 

, * ’ See E'.iD3i iu5, ir hi? life of the fophifi ^defius ; in that of 

Euftathiu? he foretels the ruin cf Pr.ganifm, xa> ti n-u aiiJif 

fUTC; T« i-!ti xaXAifa. > 

g fpiritual 
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fpiritual heroes®®. In the age which followed the 

converfion of Conftantine, the emperors, the con- ■- j 

fuls, and the generals of armies, devoutly vifited 
the fepulchres of a tent-maker and a fiflierman 
and their venerable bones were depofired under 
the altars pf Chrift, on which the bifliops of the ' 
royal city continually offered the unbloody facri- 
fice The new capital of the eaftern world, 
unable to produce any ancient and domeftic 
trophies, was enriched by the fpoils of dependent 
provinces. The bodies of St. Andrew, St. I^uke, 
and' St. Timothy, had repofed, near three hun- 
dred years, in the obfeure graves, from whence 
they were tranfported, in folemn pomp, to the 
church of the Apoltles, which the magnificence of 
Conftantine had founded on the banks, of the 
Thracian Bofphorus About fifty years after- 
wards, the fame banks were honoured by the pre- 
fence of Samuel, the judge and prophet of the 

69 Caius (apud Euftb. Ilift, Ecclef, K ii. c. 15.), a Roman pref- 
byter, who lived in the time of Z’php-ir.us (A. D. loi — 119.), is 
an early witncls of this fuperftitious pracficc. 

70 Chryfoftom. Qnod Chriitus fit Deus. Tom. i. nov. edit. 

N® 9. 1 am indebted for this c]uctation to Benedift the XIVth's 

paftoral letter on the jubilee of the 3'car 1750. Sec the curious ."md 
entertaining letters of M. Chais, tom. ill. 

71 Male facit ergo Romanus cpiicopus? qui, fuper mortuonim 
hoininum, Petri & Pauli, fecundum nos, otfa veneranda .... 
offert Domino facrificia, et tumulos eorum, Chrifti arbitiatur altaiia. 

Jerom. tom. ii. adverf. Vigilant, p. 155. 

71 Jerom (tom. ii. p. iiz.) bears witnefs to ihcfe tmr.hations, 
which are neglefted by the eccleftalficai hiltorians. 'Hie patTion of 
St. Andrew at Patrse, ig deferibed in an epillle from the clergy of 
Achaia, which Baronius (Annal. Ecclcf, A. D. Co. N° 34.) willies 
to believe, and Tillemont is forced to rejeft. St. Andrew was 
adopted as the fpiritual founder of Conftantinople (Mem. Ecclcf. 
tom. 1. p. 317—313. 588-594.). 

people 
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CHAP, people of Ifrael. His allies, depofited in a golden 
, _ ■ vafe, and covered with a filken veil, were delivered 
by the bifhops into each others hands. The 
relics of Samuel were received by the people, with 
the fame joy and reverence v/hich they would have 
fliewn to the living prophet ; the highways, from 
Paleftine to the gates of Conftantinople, were 
filled with an u-ninterrupted proccflidn ; and the 
emperor Arcadius himfelf, at the head of the 
mofl: illuftrious members of the clergy and fenate, 
advanced to meet his extraordinary gueft, who 
had always deferved and claimed the homage of 
kings The example of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople confirmed the faith and difeipline of the 
Catholic world. The honours of the faints and 
' martyrs, after a feeble and ineffcftual murmur of 
profane reafon were univerfally eftabliftied ; 
and in the age of Ambrofe and Jerom, fomething 
was ftill deemed wanting to the fanftitv of a 
Chrillian church, till it had been confecrated by 
fome portion of holy relics, which fixed and in- 
flamed the devotion of the faithful. 

Geiieial In the long period of twelve hundred years, 
itfleaions. elapfed between the reign of Conftantine 

and the reformation of Luther, the worfhip of 

7 J Jerom (tom. ii. p. 12a.) pompoufly defciibcs the tranflation of 
Samuel, which is noticed in all the chronicles of the times. 

74 The prelbyter Vigilantius, the proteftant of his age, firmly, 
though ineffcftually, withftood the fuperftition of monks, relics, 
iaints, fafts, &c. for which Jerom compares him to the Hydra, 
Cerberus, the Centaurs, &c. and confidcrs him only as the organ of 
the daemon (tom. ii. p. ito — 126.). Whoever will perufe the con- 
troverfy of St. Jerom and Vigilantius, and St. Auguftin’s account 
of the miracles of St. Stephen, may fpeedtly gain fome idea of the 
lj)irit cf the Fathers. 
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laints and relics corrupted the pure and perfeft f A P. 

• • * * XXVlll 

fiinplicicy of the ChriiHan model j and fome , - _ 

fymptoms of degeneracy may be obferved even in 

the firft generations which adopted and cheriflied 

this pernicious innovation. 

I. The fa.tisfadlory experience, that the relics i- Fabu- 
of faints were more valuable than gold or precious lyrsand*^’ 
ftones”, Simulated the clergy to multiply the 
treafures of the church. Without much regard 

for truth or probability, they invented names for 
fl-celetons, and aftions for names. The fame of ‘ 
the apoftles, and of the holy men who had imi- 
tated their virtues, was darkened by religious, 
ficlion. To the invincible band of genuine and 
primitive martyrs, they added myriads of ima- 
ginary heroes, who had never 'exifted, except in 
the fancy of crafty or credulous legendaries j and 
there is reafon to fufpefl, that Tours might not 
be the only diocefe in which the bones of a male- 
factor were adored, inllcad of thofe of a faint’*. 

A fuperflitious pradice, which tended to increafe 
the temptations of fraud, and credulity, infenfibly 
extinguifhed the light of hiftory, and of reafon, in 
the Chriftian v/orld. 

II. But the progrefs of fuperllition would have 

, . . . racUs. 

been much lefs rapid and vidorious, if the faith 

75 M. de Beaufobre (Mift. du ManicbeiTme, tom. ii. p. 64.8.) !ias 
applied a worldly fenic to the pious obfervatlon of the clergy of 
Smyrna, who carefully preferved the relics of St. Polycarp the 
martyr. 

"S Martin of Tours (See his Life, c. 8. by Sulpicius Seeerus) ex- 
torted this confelTion from the mouth of the dead man. The error 
Is allowed to be natural ; the difeovery is fupjxjfed to be miraculous. 

Which of the two was likely to happen moll fixqucinly ? 

of 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


*28 

CHAP, of the people had not been aflifted by the feafotl- 
If able aid of vrfions and miracles, to afeertain the 
authenticity and virtue of the moft fufpicious 
reli<js. In the reign of the younger Theodofius, 
Lucian a prelbyter of Jerufilem, and the ec- 
clefiaftical minifter of the village of Capharga- 
mala, about twenty miles from the city, related 
a very fingular dream, which, to remove his 
doubts, had been repeated on three fucccflivc 
Saturdays. A venerable figure ftood before him, 
in the filcnce of the night, with a long beard, a 
white robe, and a gold rod j announced himfclf 
' by the name of Gamaliel, and revealed to the 
aftonilhed prelbyter, that his own corpfe, with the 
bodies of his fon Abibas, his friend Nicodemus, 
and the illuftrious Stephen, the firft martyr of the 
Chriftian faith, were fecretly buried in the ad- 
jacent field. He added, with fome impatience, 
that it was time to releafe himfelf, and his com- 
panions, from their obfeure prifon j that their ap- 
pearance would be falutary to a diftrefled world j 
and that they had made choice of Lucian to inform 
the bifhop of Jerufalem of their fituation, and 
their wilhes. The doubts and difficulties which 
ftill retarded this important difeovery, were fuc- 
ceffively removed by new vifions : and the ground 


77 Lucian compoied in Greek his original narrative, which has 
been tranilated by Avitus, and publiOied by Baronins (Annal, 
Ecclef. A. D. 415. N° 7—16.). The Benediftine editors of St, 
Auguftin have given (at the end of the Work de Civitate Dei) two 
feveral copies, with many various readings. It is the charafter of 
falfehood to be loofe and inconfiftent. The moft incredible parts of 
the legend are fmoothed and foftened by TUlemont (Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. ii. p. 9, &c,). 
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was opened by the bifliop, in the prefence of an * 

innumerable multitude. The coffins of Gamaliel, l — 1 “ 
ofhisfon, and of his friend, were found in regular 
order i but when the fourth coffin, which con- 
tained the remains of Stephen, was (hewn to the 
light, the earth trembled, and an odour, fuch as 
that of paradife, was fmelt, which inftantly cured 
the various difeafes of feventy-three of the affift- 
ants. The companions of Stephen were left in 
their peaceful refidence of Caphargamala : but the 
telics of the firft martyr w'ere tranfported, in fo- 
lemn proceffion, to a church conftruftcd in their 
honour on Mount Sion ; and the minute particles 
of thofe relics, a drop of blood or the fcrapings 
of a bone, were acknowledged, in almoft every 
province of the Roman world, to poflefs a divine 
and miraculous virtue. The grave and learned 
Auguftin whofe underftanding fcarcely admits 
the excufe of credulity, has attefted the innume- 
rable prodigies which were performed in Africa, 
by the relics of St. Stephen ; and this marvellous 
narrative is inferted in the elaborate work of the 
City of God, which the bifliop of Hippo defigned 
as a folid and immortal proof of the truth of 
Chriftlanity. Auguftin folemnly declares, that 


7* A phial of St. Stephen’s blood was annually liquefied at 
Naples, till he was fuperfeded by St. Januailus (Ruinart. Hill. Per- 
fecut. Vandal, p. 529.). 

79 Auguftin compofed the two-and- twenty books de Civitate Dei 
in the fpace of thirteen years, A. D. 413 — 416 (Tillemont, Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. xiv. p. 608, &c.). His learning is too often borrowed, 
and his arguments are too often his own ; but the whole work claims 
the merit of a magnificent defign, vigoroxtfly, and not unfkilfully, 
executed. 

VoL.V. K he 


Digitized by Google 



130 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP, he lias fclefted thofc miracles only which were 

XXVIII. 

V - - publicly certified by the perfons who were either 
the objects, or the fpeeftators, of the power of the 
martyr. Many prodigies were omitted, or for- 
gotten j and Hippo had been lefs favourably 
. treated than the other cities of the province. 
And yet the bifliop enumerates above feventy 
miracles, of /which three were refurreftions from 
the dead, in the fpace of two years, and within 
the limits of his own diocefe If we enlarge 
our view to all the diocefes, and all the faints, of 
the Chriftian world, it will not be eafy to calculate 
the fables, and the errors, which iffued from this 
inexhauftible fource. But we may furely be al- 
lowed to obferve, that a miracle, in that age of 
fuperftition and credulity, loft its name and its 
merit, fince it could fcarcely be confidcred as a 
deviation from the ordinary, and eftablilhed, laws 
of nature. 

ftr. Re- III- The innuinerable miracles, of which the 
Poiy-°^ tombs of the martyrs were the perpetual theatre, 
iheiiin. rcvcaled to the pious believer the a<ftual ftate and 
conftitution of the invifible world ; and his re- 
ligious fpeculations appeared to be founded on 
the firm bafis of fa£l and experience. Whatever- 
might be the condition of vulgar fouls, in the 
long interval between the diflblution and the re- 
furredtion of their bodies, it vspas evident that the 

*° See Auguftin. de Civitat. Dei, 1 . xxii. c. *a. and the Appen- 
dix, which-eontainstwo books of St. Stephen's miracles, by Evodius, 
bilhop of Uzalis. Freculphus (apud Bafnage, Hjft. des Juifs, 
tom. viii, p. 249.) has preferved a Gallic or Spanilh proverb, “ Who- 
“ ever pretends to have read all the miracles of St. Stephen, he, 
« lies.” 

*■ ’ foperior 


Digitized by Coogl 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE! ' 131 

I\iperior fpirits of the faints and rnartyrs did not 
confume that portion of their exigence in filent — 
and inglorious fieep*'. It was evident (without 
prefuming to determine the place of their habita- 
tion, or the nature of their felicity) that they en- 
joyed the lively and aftive confcioufnefs of theif 
happiriefs, their virtue, and their powers ; and 
that they had already fecured the pofTenion of 
their eternal reward. The enlargement of their 
intelledlual faculties furpalTed the meafurc of the 
human imagination j fince it was proved by ex- 
■perience, that they were capable of hearing and 
tinderftanding the various petitions of their nu- 
merous votaries j who, in the fame moment ©f 
lime, but in the moft diftant parts of the world, 
invoked the name and alTiftance of Stephen or of 
Martin The confidence of their petitioners 
was founded on the perfuafion, that the faints, who 
reigned with Chrift, caft an eye of pity upon 
earth ; that they were warmly interefied in the 
profperity of the Catholic church j and that the 
individuals, who imitated the example of their 

*' Burnet (de Statu Mortuorura, p. 56—84.) col lefts the opi- 
nions of the Fathers, as far as they afl'ert the lleep, or repofe, of hur 
man fouls till tlie day of Judgment. He afterwards expofes (p. 91, 

&«.) the inconveniencics which muft arife, if they pofieflcd a more 
aftive and fendble exiftence. 

** Vigilantius placed the fouls of the prophets and martyrs, either 
in thebofom of Abraham (in loco refrigerii), or elfe under the altar 
of God. Nec pofle fuis tumulis et ubi voluemnt adelTe prgefentes. 

But Jerom (tom. ii. p. ixi.) fternly refutes this blafpbaiy. Tu Deo 
leges pones ? Tu apollolis vincula injicies, ut ufque ad diem judicii 
teneantur cullodia, nec fint cum Domino fuo ; de quibus fcriptum 
eft, Sequuntur Agnum quocunqiie vadit. Si Agnus ubique, ergo, 
et hi, qtii cum Agno funt, ubique elle credendi funt. £t cuna 
diabolus et dxmones toto vagentur in orbe, &c. 

K2 faith 
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xx>^n' piety, were the peculiar and favourite 

V— I objefts of their mod tender regard. Sometimes, 
indeed, their fricndfhip might be influenced by 
confiderations of a lefs exalted kind : they viewed, 
with partial afFeftion, the places which had been 
confecrated by their birth, their refidence, their 
death, their burial, or the pofTefllon of their re- 
lics. The meaner palTions of pride, avarice, 
and revenge, may be deemed unworthy of a ce- 
leftial bread } yet the faints thernfelves conde- 
feended to tedify their grateful approbation of the 
liberality of their votaries : and the (harped bolts 
of punilhmenc were hurled againd thofe impious 
wretches, who violated their magnificent Ihrines, 
or dilbelieved their fupernatural power”. Atro- 
cious, indeed, mud have been the guilt, and 
drange would have been the fcepticifm, of thofe 
men, if they had obdinately refided the proofs of 
a divine agency, which the elements, the whole 
range of the animal creation, and even the fubtle 
and invifible operations of the human mind, were 
compelled to obey The immediate, and almoft 
indantaneous, effedts, that were fuppofed to follow 
the prayer, or the offence, fatisfied the Chridians, 
of the ample meafure of favour and authority, 
which the faints enjoyed in the prefence of the 
Supreme God ; and it feemed almod fuperfluous 

Fleury, Difeours fur I’Hift. EccleiiaAique, iii. p. So. 

’' 4 ' At Minorca, the relics of St. Stephen converted, in eight da}r$, 
540 Jews; with the help, indeed, of forae wholefome feverities, fuch 
•as bui-ning the fynagogue, driving the obftinate infidels to Ihirve 
among the rocks. See. See the original letter of Severus bifliop of 
Minorca (ad calcem St. Auguftin. de Civ. Dei), and the judicious 
rcBiarks of fiafnage (tom. viii. p. 245—251.). 
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to enquire, whether they were continually obliged xxvnr* 
to intercede before the throne of grace ; or whether > — yr— ' 
they might not be permitted to exercifc, accord- 
ing to the diflatcs of their benevolence and juf- 
tice, the delegated powers of their fubordinate 
miniftry. The imagination, which had been raifed 
by a painful effort to the contemplation and 
worfhip of the Univerfal Caufe, eagerly embraced 
fuch inferior objefts of adoration, as were more 
proportioned to its grofs conceptions and imper- 
feft faculties. The fublime and fimple theology 
of the primitive Chriftians was gradually cor- 
rupted j and the monarchy of heaven, already 
clouded by metaphyfical fubtleties, was degraded 
by the introdudtion of a popular mythology, 
which tended to reftore the reign of poly theifm 
IV. As the objeds of religion were gradually 
reduced to the ftandard of the imagination, the Pagan ce- 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that feemed 
moft powerfully to afFeft the fenfcs of the vulgar. 

If, in the beginning of the fifth century**, Ter- 
tullian, or Ladantius *^, had been fuddenly raifed 
from the dead, to alTift at the feftival of fome 


*5 Mr. Hume (ElTays, vol. ii. p. 4.34..) obferves, like a philofo- 
pher, the natural flux and reflux of polytheifin and theifm. 

** D’Aubigne (See his own Memoires, p. 156 — 160.) fi-ankly 
offered, with the confent of the Huguenot rainiflers, to allow the 
firff 400 years as the rule of faith. The cardinal du Perron haggled 
for forty years more, which were indifcreetly given. Yet neither 
party would have found their account in this foolifh bargain. 

*7 The worfhip praflifed and inculcated by Tertullian, Laflan- 
tjus, Amobius, &c. is fo txtrtmdy pure and fpiritual, that their de- 
clamations againft the Pagan, fometimcs glance againll the Jewifb, 
ceremonies. 
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*xxv^n ' faint, or roartyr ■, they would hava 

L ■ gazed with aftonifhment, and indignation, on the 
profane fpeflacle, which ha^ fucceeded to the 
pure and fpiritual vvorlhip of a Chrillian congre- 
gation. As foon as the doors of the church were 
thrown open, they mufl have been offended by 
the fmoke ofincenfe, the perfume of flowers, and 
the glare of lamps .and tapers, which diffufed, at 
poon-day, a gawdy, fuperfluous, and, in their 
opinion, a facrilegious light. If they approached 
the baluflrade of the altar, they made their way 
through the proflrate crowd, confifting, for the 
mofl part, of ftrangers and pilgrims, who reforted 
to the city on the vigil of the feaft j and who al- 
ready felt the ftrong intoxication of fanaticifm, 
and, perhaps, of wine. Their devout kifles were 
imprinted on the walls and pavement of the facred 
edifice j and their fervent prayers were dire<5ted, 
whatever might be the language of their church, 
to the bones, the blood, or the afhes of the faint, 
which were ufually concealed, by a linen or filken 
veil, from the eyes of the vulgar. The Chriftians 
frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hope 
of obtaining, from their powerful interceffion, 
every fort of fpiritual, but more efpecially of tem- 
poral, bleflings. They implored the prefervation 
of their health, or the cure of their infirmities i 

*** Fauftus the Manichaean accufes the Catholics of idolatry, 
Vcrtitis idola in martyres . . . quos votis fimiiibus colitis. M. de 
Beaufobre (Hill. Critique du Manicheifme, tom. ii. p. 629 — 700.), 
a Protdlant, but a philofopher, has reprefented, with candour and 
learning, the introduflion of Cbrijlian ids/aty in the fourth and fifth 
fenturies'. 
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the fruitfulnefs of their barren wives, or the fafety 
and happinefs of thefr children. Whenever they 
undertook any diftant or dangerous journey, they 
requefted, that the holy martyrs would be their 
guides and protei5tors on the road.j and if they 
returned, without having experienced any mis- 
fortune, they again haftened to the tombs of the 
martyrs, to celebrate, with grateful thankfgivings, 
their obligations to the memory and relics of thofe 
heavenly patrons. The walls were hung round 
with fymbols of the favours, which they had re- 
ceived ; eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and 
filver ; and edifying pidlures, which could not 
long efcape the abufe of indifereet or idolatrous 
devotion, reprefented the image, the attributes, 
and the miracles of the tutelar faint. The fame 
uniform original fpirit of fuperflition might fug- 
geft, in the mofl: diftant ages and countries, the 
fame methods of deceiving the credulity, and of 
affefling the Tenfes, of mankind : but it muft in- 
genuoufly be confefled, that the minifters of the 
Catholic church imitated the profane model, which 
they were impatient to deftroy. The moft re- 
fpeftable bilhops had perfuaded themfelves, that 
the ignorant' ruftics would more cheerfully re- 
nounce the fuperftitions of Paganifm, if they 
found fome refemblance, fome compenfation, in 

*9 The refemblance of fupevftltion, which coulJ not be imitatedi 
might be traced from Japan to Mexico. Warbimon has feized this 
idea, which he dillorts, by rendering it too general and abfolute 
(Divine Legation, vol. iv. p. 126, &c.J. 
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*xxviif* bofoni of Chriftianity. The religion of Con- 
>■ -y '/ ftantine atchieved, in lefs than a century, the final 
conqpeft of the Roman empire : but the vidlors 
themfelves were infenfibly fubdued by the arts of 
their vanquilhed rivals ®°. ... 

9 ° The imitation of Paganifm is the fubjeft of Dr. Midcileton’s 
agreealile letter from Rome. Warburton’s animadverfons obliged 
him to conneft (vol. iit.' p. 120 — 1 32.) the hiftory of the two re- 
ligions; and to prove the antiquity of the Chrillian ijopy. ; j -', 

! . • 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Final Divijion of the Roman Empire between the 
Sons of Theodojius. — Reign of Arcadius and Ho- 
norius. — Adminiftration of Rufinus and Stillcho . — 

Revolt and Defeat of Gildo in Africa. 

T H E genius of Rome expired with Theo- chap. 

dofius } the laft of the fuccefTors of Au- . . 

guftus and Conftantine, who appeared in the field 
at the head of their armies, and whofe authority bemeen*™ 
was univerfally acknowledged throughout the 
whole extent of the empire. The memory of nu^ 
his virtues ftill continued, however, to proteft j'iniiy.** 
the feeble and inexperienced youth of his two 
fons. After the death of their father, Arcadius 
and Honorius were faluted, by the unanimous 
confent of mankind, as the lawful emperors of 
the Eaft, and of the Weft j and the oath of fidelity 
was eagerly taken by every order of the ftate ; 
the fenates of old and new Rome, the clergy, the 
magiftrates, the foldiers, and the people. Ar- 
cadius, who then was about eighteen years of 
age, was born in Spain, in the humble habitation 
of a private family. But he received a princely 
education in the palace of Conftantinople j and 
his inglorious life was fpent in that peaceful and 
fplendid feat of royalty, from whence he appeared 
to reign over the provinces of Thrace, Afia Minor, 

Syria, and Egypt, from the Lower Danube to the 
confines of Perfia and -Ethiopia. His younger 
brother, Honorius, alTumcd, in the eleventh year 

of 
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of his age, the nominal government of Italy, 
u— Africa, Gaul, Spain, and Britain j and the troops, 
which guarded the frontiers of his kingdom, were 
,oppofed, on. one fide, to the Caledonians, and on 
the other to the Moors. The great and martial 
prtcfedure of Illyricum was divided between the 
two princes : the defence and poficlTion of the pro- 
vinces of Noricum, Pannonia, and Dalmatia, ftill 
) belonged to the weftcrn empire } but the two lafge 
diocefcs of Dacia and Macedonia, which Gratian 
had entrufted to the valour of Theodofius, were 
for ever united to the empire of the Eaft. The 
‘ boundary in Europe was not very different from 
the line which now feparates the Germans and the 
T urks j and the refpedlive advantages of territor yi 
riches, populoufnefs, and military ftrengthi 
were fairly balanced and compenfated, in this 
final and permanent divifion of the Roman em- 
pire. The hereditary feeptre of thefons of Th'co- 
dofius appeared to be the gift of nature, and of 
their father j the generals and minifters had been 
accuftomed to adore the majefty of the royal in- 
fants ; and the army and people were not admo- 
nifhed of their rights, and of their power, by the 
dangerous example of a recent eleflion. The 
gradual difeovery of the weaknefs of Arcadius 
and Honorius, and the repeated calamities of 
their reign, were not fufficient to obliterate the 
deep and early impreffions of loyalty. The fub- 
jefts of Rome, who ftill reverenced the perfons, 
or rather the names, of their fovereigns, beheld, 
with equal abhorrence, the rebels who oppofed, 

and 
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jind the minifters who abufed, the authority of 
the throne. » — 

Theodofius had tarnifhed the glory of his reign chai^er 
by the elevation ofRufinus; an odious favourite, niftration 
who, in an age of civil and religious faftion, has 
(deferved, from every party, the imputation of A. D. 
every crime. The ftrong impulfe of ambition 
and avarice ' had urged Rufnus to abandon his > 
native country, an obfeure corner of Gaul% to 
advance his fortune in the capital of the Eaft ; 
the ulent of bold and ready elocution * qualified 
him to fucceed in the lucrative profeQion of the 
law j and his fuccefs in that profeflion was a re- 
gular ftep to the moft honourable and important 
employments of the ftate. He was raifed, by 
juft degrees, to the ftation of mafter of the office^. 

Jn the exercife of his various fundtions, fo eflen- 
tially connedted with the whole fyftenn of civil go.- 
yernment, he acquired the confidence of a ma- 
harch, who fopn difcovered his diligence and 
capacity in bufinefs, and who long remained ig- 
norant of the pride, the malice, and the covetouf- 
nefs of his difpofition. Thefe vices were concealed 
beneath the malk of profound diflimulation*; 

‘ Aleilo, envious of the public felicity, convenes an infernal 
fynod. Megxra recommends her pupil Rufinus, and excites him to 
deeds of mifchlef, &c. But there is as much difference between Clau- / 

dian's fury and that of Virgil, as between the charaflers of Turnus 
and Rufuuis. 

* It is evident (Tillemont, Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 770.), 
though de Marca is alhamed of his countryman, that Rufinus was 
' born at Elufa, the metropolis of Novempopulania, now a fmall vIU 
Jage of Gafeony (d’Anville, Notice de I’Ancienne Ganle, p. aSg.,'. 

J Philortorgius, I. xi. c. 3. with Godefroy’s DilTert. p. 440. 

4 A pailage of Suidas is expreliive of bis profound dilCmulation ; 

his 
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t I . 

^xxix^ his paffions were fubfervient only to the paffions 
of his mafter : yet, in the horrid maffacre of Thef- 
falonica, the cruel Rufinus inflamed the fury, 
without imitating the repentance, of Theodofius. 
The minifter, who viewed with proud indifference 
the reft: of mankind, never forgave the appearance 
of an injury ; and his perfonal enemies had for- 
feited, in his opinion, the merit of all public fer- 
vices. Promotus, the mafter-general of the in- 
fantry, had faved the 'empire from the invafion 
of the Oftrogoths j but he indignantly fupported 
the pre-eminence of a rivals whofe charafber and 
.profeflion he defpifed ; and, in the midft of a 
public council, the 'impatient Ibldier was pro- 
voked to chaftife with- a blow the indecent pride 
of the favourite. This- aft of violence was repre- 
fented to the emperor as an infult, which it was 
incumbent on his dignity to refent. The dif- 
grace and exile of Promotus were fignified by a 
peremptory order, to repair, without delay, to a 
military ftation on the banks of the Danube : and 
the death of that general (though he was flain in 
a Ikirmifh with the Barbarians) was imputed to 
the perfidious arts of Rufinus L The facrifice of 
an hero gratified his revenge j the honours of the 
confulfhip elated his vanity ; but his power was 
ftill imperfeft and precarious, as long as the im- 
portant pofts of prtefefl of rhe Eaft, and of prsefeff 
of Conftantinople, were filled by Tatian ®, and 

his 

! Zofimus, 1. iv. p. 7-j%. 

; _ * Zofimus, who deferibes the fall of Tatian and his fon (1. iv. 

p. 273 , 274 -)> afihits their innocence : and even h'a teftimony may 
outweigh the charges of their enemies (Cod. Thcodof. tom. iv. p. 

489-). 
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his fon Proculus ; whofe united authority ba- 
lanced, for foone time, the ambition and favour > 

of the matter of the oEces. The two prtefecls 
were accufed of rapine and corruption in the ad- 
minittration of the laws and finances. For the 
trial of thefe illuttrious offenders, the emperor 
conttituted a fpecial commiEon : feveral judges 
were named to Eare the guilt and reproach of in- 
juttice; but the right of pronouncing fentcnce 
was referved to the prefident alone, and that pre- 
fidentwas Rufinus himfelf. The father, ttripped 
of the prasfcdlure of the Eatt, was thrown into a 
dungeon j but the fon, confcious that few mini- 
fters can be found innocent, where an enemy is 
their judge, had fecretly efcaped j and Rufinus 
mutt have been fatisfied with the leatt obnoxious 
vidtim, if defpotifm had not condefcended to em- 
ploy the bafett and mott ungenerous artifice. The 
profecution was conduced with an appearance of 
equity and moderation, which flattered Tatian 
with the hope of a favourable event ; his con- 
fidence was fortified by the folemn affurances, and 
perfidious oaths, of the prefident, wlio prefumed 
to interpofe the facred name of Theodofius him- 
felfi and the unhappy father was at latt perfuaded 
to recal, by a private letter, the fugitive Proculus, 

He was inttantly feized, examined, condemned, 
and beheaded, in one of the fuburbs of Conttan-i 
tinople, with a precipitation which difappointed 

489 •)> accufe them of opprefTirg the C«ria. The conneflion of 
Tatian with the Ariant, while he was praefeft of Egj'pt (A. D. 373 -)> 
inclines Tillemont to believe that he was guilty of every crime (Hift. 
des Emp. tom. v. p. j6e, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 5S9.}. 

the 
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C H A h the clemency of the emperor. Without refpc(5l:j 
ing the misfortunes of a confular fenator, the 
cruel judges of Tatian compelled him to behold 
the execution of his fon : the fatal cord was 
faftened round his own neck j but in the moment 
•when he expei^led, and perhaps defired, the relief 
of a fpeedy death, he was permitted to confume 
the miferable remnant of his old age in poverty 
and exile \ The punilhment of the two prasfedts 
might, perhaps, be excufed by the exceptionable 
parts of their own conduft j the enmity of Rufinua 
might be palliated by the jealous and unfociable 
nature of amfcition. But he indulged a fpirit of 
tevenge, equally repugnant to prudence and to 
juftice, when he degraded their native country of 
Lycia, from the rank of Roman provinces ; ftig- 
matifed a guiltlefs people with a mark of igno- 
miny ; and declared, that the countrymen of 
Tatian and Proculus fhould fof ever remain in- 
capable of holding any employment of honour or 
advantage, under the Imperial government 

The 

7 — Juveniim rorantla colla 

Ante ■patmm vultus ftrifta cecldere fecuri. 

Ibat grandivus isato moriente fuperftes 
Poft trabeas exful. 

In Rutin. !. 24S. 

^he faBi sf Zofimus explain the alluftons of Claudian : but his claifit 
interpreters were ignorant of the fourth centuiy. The fatal cord, I 
found, with the help of Tillemont, in a fennon of St. Aftenus of 
Amafea. 

' * Tltis Odious law is recited, and repealed, by Arcadias (A. D; 
396.), in the Theodofian Code, 1 . ix. tit. xxxviii. leg. 9. The fenfe^ 
as it is explained by Claudian (in Rufin. i. 234.) 4 nd GodefroJ 
(ton), iii. p. 279.), is perfeftly clear. 

^ ^ Exfeim^ere cives ^ 

_ .^Funditus j et nomen gentis delere laborat, 

The 
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The new prasfefl: of the Taft (for Rufinus inftantly 
fncceeded to the vacant honours of his Adverfary) 
was not diverted, however, by the moft criminal 
purfuits, from the performance of the religious 
duties, which in that age were confidered as the 
moft eflential to falvation. In the fuburb ofChal- 
cedon, furnamed the Oaky he had built a magni- 
ficent villa; to which he devoutly added a ftately 
church, confecrated to the apoftles St. Peter and 
St; Paul, and continually fanclified by the prayers, ' 
and pennance, of a regular fociety of monks. A 
numerous, and almoft general, fynod of the bifhops 
of the caftern empire was fummoned to celebrate, 
at the fame time, the dedication of the church, 
and the baptifm of the founder. This double 
ceremony was performed with extraordinary pomp > 
and when Rufinus was purified, in the holy font, 
from all the fins that he had:hitherto committed, 
a venerable hermit of Egypt rafhly propofed him-' 
felf as the fponfor of a proud and ambitious 
ftatefman ^ 

The character of Theodofius impofed on his Heop- 
miniftcr the talk of hypocrify, which difguifed, Eai^^***'* 
and fometimes reftrained, the abufe of power 595’ 
and Rufinus was apprehenfive of difturbing the 
indolent flumber of a prince, ftill capable of ex- 
erting the abilities, and the virtue, which had 


The feniptes of Pagi anil Tillenaont can arifc only from their zeal 
for the glory of Theadofius. 

9 Ammonius . . . Rufir.um propriis manibus fufeepit facrofonte 
mnhdatum. See Rofweyde’s Vitae Patium, p. 947. Sozomen' 
^ 1 . viiK c. 17.) mentions the church and monallery ; and Tii'eraont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. ix. p. 593.) records this fynod, in which St. 
Gregory of Nyfla performed a conlpicuous part, 
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raifed him to the throne But the abfence, and, 
foon afterwards, the death, of the emperor, con- 
firmed the abfolute authority of Rufinus over the 
perfon and dominions of Arcadius j a feeble youth, 
■whom the imperious prasfedl confidered as his 
pupil, rather than his fovercign. Regardlefs of 
the public opinion, he indulged his paffions with- 
out remorfe, and without refiftancej and his ma- 
lignant and rapacious fpirit rejedled every paffion 
that might have contributed to his own glory, or 
the happinefs of the people. His avarice “, 
which feems to have prevailed, in his corrupt 
mind, over every other fentiment, attradled the 
wealth of the Eaft, by the various arts of partial, 
and general, extortion j oppreflive taxes, fcan- 
dalous bribery, immoderate fines, unjuft confif- 
cations, forced or fiditious teftaments, by which 
the tyrant defpoiled of their lawful inheritance the 
children of ftrangers, or enemies ; and the public 
fale ofjuftice, as well as of favour, which he in- 
ftituted in the palace of Conftantinople. The 

Montelquleu (Efpritdes Loix, I. xii. c. 12.) praifes one of the 
laws of Theodofius, addrelTed to the pnefeft Rufinus ( 1 . ix. tit. iv. 
leg. unic.’), to difeourage the proftcution of treafonable, or facrilegi- 
ous, words. A tyrannical ftatute always proves the exiftence of ty- 
ranny ; but a laudable edift may only contain the fpecious profefiions, 
or ineffeftual wilhes, of the prince, or his minillers. This, I am 
afraid, is a juft, though mortifying, canon of criticifin. 

>• — — fluftibus auri 
Expleri ille calor nequit ■ 

Congeftse cumulantur opes ; orbifque rapinaa 
Accipit una domus — — 

This charafter (Claudian. in Rufin. i. 1S4.— azo.] is confirmed by 
Jerom, a diunterefted wltnefs (dedecus infatiabilis avaritiae, tom. i.' 
ad Heiiodor. p. i6.), by Zofimus ^ 1 . v. p. 286.), and by Suidas, 
who copiad the liiftory of Eunapius. 

ambitious 
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AVnbitious candidate eagerly folicited, at the ex- 
pence of the faireft part of his patrimony, the ho- 
nours and emoluments of fome provincial go- 
vernment : the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the mod liberal pur- 
chaferj and the public difcontent was fometimes 
appeafcd by the facrifice of an unpopular criminal 
■whofe punifhment was profitable only to the pr*- 
fcft of the Eaft> his accomplice and his judge. If ' 

• avarice were not the blindeftof the human paflions, 
the motives of Rufinus might excite Our curiofity j 
and we might be tempted to inquire, with what 
view he violated every principle bf humanity and 
juftice, to accumulate thofe immenfe treafurcs, 
which he could not fpend without folly, nor 
polTefs without danger. Perhaps he vainly ima- 
gined, that he laboured for the intereft of an only 
daughter, on whom he intended to beftow his 
royal pupil, and the auguft rank of Emprefs of 
the Eaft. Perhaps he deceived himfclf by tho 
opinionj that his avarice was the inftrtiment of 
his ambition. Ele afpired to place his fortune on 
a fecure and independent bafis, which lliould no 
longer depend on the caprice of the yoiing em- 
peror} yet he negledled to co^iciliate the hearts 
of the foldiers and people, by the liberal diftri- 
bution of thofe riches, which he had acquired 
with fo much toil, and with fo much guilt. The 
extreme parfimony of Rufinus left him only the 
reproach, and envy, of ill-gotten wealth } his de- 
pendents fcrved him without attachment } the 
univerfa.1 hatred of mankind was reprelTed only 
bv the influence of fewiie fear. The fate of 
Voi,. V. I. L.ucian 
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proclaimed to the Eaft, that the prasfecl:, 
whofe induilry was much abated in the difpatch 
of ordinary bufinefs, was aftive and indefatigable 
in the purfuit of revenge. Lucian, the fon of the 
prasfeift Florentius, the oppreflbr of Gaul, and the 
enemy of Julian, had employed a confiderable 
part of his inheritance, the fruit of rapine and 
corruption, to purchafe the friendftiip of Rufinus, 
and the high office of Count of the Eaft. But the 
new magiftrate imprudently departed from the • 
maxims of the court, and of the times j difgraced 
his bcnefaftor, by the contraft of a virtuous and 
temperate adminiftration ; and prefumed to re- 
fufe an a£t of injuftice, which might have tended 
to the profit of the emperor’s uncle. Arcadius 
was eafily perfuaded to refent the fuppofed infult ; 
and the prasfeft of the Eaft refolved to execute in 
perfon the cruel vengeance, which he meditated 
- againft this ungrateful delegate of his power. Me 

performed with inceffant fpeed the journey of feven 
or eight hundred miles, from Conftantinople to 
Antioch, entered the'capital of Syria at the dead of 
night, and fpread univerfal confternation among a 
people, ignorant of his defign, but not ignorant of 
his charafter. The count of the fifteen provinces 
of the Eaft was dragged, like the vileft malefadlor, 
before the arbitrary tribunal of Rufinus. i'fot- 
withftanding the cleareft evidence of his integrity, 
which was not impeached even by the voice of 
I an accufer, Lucian was condemned, almoft with- 
out a trial, to fuffer a cruel and ignominious pu- 
nifhment. The minifters of the tyrant, by the 
order, and in the prefence, of their matter, beat 

hin) 
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him on the neck with leather thongs, armed at 
the extremities with lead; and when he fainted ■_ 'v 
under the violence of the pain, he was removed in 
a clofe litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the eyes of the indignant city. No fooner had . 
Rufinus perpetrated this inhuman aft, the foie 
objeft of his expedition, than he returned, amidft 
the deep, and filent, curfes of a trembling people, 
from Antioch to Conftantinople ; and his dili- 
gence was accelerated, by the hope of accomplilh- 
ing, without delay, the nuptials of his daughter 
with the emperor of the Eaft 

Bat Rufinus foon experienced, that a prudent HeUdif- 
minifter (hould conftantly fecure his royal captive by^the 
by the ftrong, though invifible, chain of habit; 
and that the merit, and much more eafily the fa- dius, 
vour, of the abfent, are obliterated in a Ihort April^^V 
time from the mind of a weak and capricious 
fovereign. While the prtefeft fatiated his revenge 
at Antioch, a fecret confpiracy of the favourite 
eunuchs, dircfted by the great chamberlain Eu- 
tropius, undermined his power in the palace of 
Conftantinople. They difeovered that Arcadius 
was not inclined to love the daughter of Rufinus, 
who had been chofen, without his confent, for his 
bride ; and they contrived to fubftitute in her 
place the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto 

I I — -Cietera fegnis j 

Ad facinus velox ; penitus regions remotat , 

Impiger ire vias. 

This allution of Claudian (in Rufin. i. 241.) is again explained by 
the circumftantiai narrative of ZoUmus ( 1 . v. p. 2S8, 

<: Zolimus ( 1 . iv. p. 243.] praiies the valour, prudence, and in- 
tegrity, of Bauto the Frank. See Tiileoiont, Uift, de^ Einpereurs, 
tom. V. p. 771. 
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A P- a general of the Franks in the fervicc of Ronre y 
. \ and who was educated, fince the death of her fa- 

ther, in the family of the fons of Promotus. Ther 
young emperor, whofc chaftity had been ftri6Uy 
gxnrded by the pious care of hi* tutor Arfenius 
eagerly Kftencd to the artful and flattering deferip- 
tions of the charnns of Eudoxia : he gazed with 
impatient ardour on her pifture, *nd he under- 
ftood the nccefllcy of concealing his amorous de- 
figns from the knowledge of a minifter, who wa» 
fo deeply interefted to oppofe the confummatioii 
of his happinefs. Soon after the return of Rufinus, 
the approaching ceremony of the royal nuptials 
was announced to the people of Conftantinople, 
who prepared to celebrate, with falfe and hollow 
acclamations, tlie fortune of his daughter. A 
fplendid train of eunuchs and officers iflued, in 
hymeneal p'omp, from the gates of the palace y 
bearing aloft the diadem, the robes, and the in- 
eftimable ornaments, of the future emprefs* The 
Jblemn proceffion palfed through the ftreets of the 
city, which were adorned with garlands, and filled 
with fpeftatorsi but, when it reached the houfeof 
the fons of Promotus, the principal eunuch rc- 
fpedfully entered the manfion, invefted the fair - 
Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and conduced 
her in triumph to the palace and bed of Arca- 
dius*’. The fecrefy, and fuccefs, with which 

this 

*4 Arfenius efcap^ from the palace of Conftantinople, and palTcd 
fifty-five years in rigid pennance in the nnonafteries of Egypt. See 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiv. p. 676— ^oi. ; and Fleury, 
Hill. Ecclef. tom. v. p. i, Ste . : but the latter, for want of authentic 
materials, has given too much credit to the legend of Metaphraftes. 

• I This (lory (Zofimus, 1. v. p. 290-.) proves that the hymeneal 
rites of antiquity were ftill praftifyd, without idilatrj', by the- 
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tiiis confpiracy againft Rufinus had been con- 
ducted, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule on 
the charadter of a miniftcr, who had fufFcred him- 
felf to be deceived, in a pod: where the arts of 
deceit and difllmulation conftitute the moft di^ 
ftinguilhed merit. He confidered, with a mix- 
ture of indignation and fear, the vidlory of an 
afpiring eunuch, who had lecretly captivated the 
favour of his fovereign j and the difgrace of his 
daughter^ whofe intcreft was jnfcparably con- 
nedled with his o.wn, wounded the tendernefs, or, 
at lead, the pride, of RuBnus, At the moment 
-when he flattered himfelf that he Ihould become 
the father of a line of kings, a foreign maid, who 
bad been educated in the boufe of his implacable 
enemies, was introduced into the Imperial bed^ 
and Eudoxia foon difplayed a fuperiority of fenfe 
and fpiric, to'icnprxwe the afeendant which her ' 
beauty muft acquire over the mind of a fond and 
youthful hulband. The emperor would foon be 
inftruded to hate, to fear, and to deftroy, the 
powerful fubjeft, whom he had injured j and the 
confeioufnefs of guilt deprived Ruflnus of every 
hope, either of fafety or comfort, in the retire- 
ment of a private life. But he ftill poiTefled the 
moR effedlual means of defending his dignity, 
and perhaps of opprefllng his enemies. The prae- 
feft ftill exercifed an uRcontroulcd .authority over 
the civil and military government of the Eaft : 

Cliriftians of the Eaft j and the In-iJe was forciVt) coitddfled from fhf 
houfe of iicr parents to that of her hutband. Our form of marriage 
jrt)uires, with left delicacy, the exprefs and public coi^ent of a vir- 

■ 1^2 
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and his treafures, if he could rcfolve to ufe them, 
^ — y-'j- might be employed to procure proper inftruments, 
for the execution of the blackeft defigns, that 
pride, ambition, and revenge, could fuggeft to a 
dcfperate ftatefman. The chara6ler of Rufinus 
feemed to juftify the accufations, that he confpired 
againft the perfon of his fovereign, to feat himfelf 
on the vacant throne j and that he had fecretly in- 
vited the Huns, and the Goths, to invade the pro- 
vinces of the empire, and to increafe the public 
Confufion. The fubtlc praefeft, whofe life had 
been fpent in the intrigues of the palace, oppofed, 
with equal arms, the artful meafures of the eu- 
mich Eutropiusj but the timid foul of Rufinus 
was aftonifhed by the hoftile approach of a more 
formidable rival, of the great Stilicho, the general, 
or rather the mafter, of the empire of the Weft 
charaaer The ccleftial gift, which Achilles obtained, and 
the^ra!*ni-°’ Alexander envied, of a poet worthy to celebrate 
*1'* f aflions of heroes, has been enjoyed by Stili- 
^"welu cho, in a much higher degree than might have 
pire*™' expeded from the declining ftate of genius, 

and of art. The mufe of Claudian devoted to 
his fcTvice, .was' always prepared to ftigmatife his 
adverfaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, with eternal 
infamy j or to paint, in the moft fplendid co- 
lours,.the viftories, and virtues, of a powerful be» 
nefadtor. In the review of a period indifferently 


Zofimus ( 1 . V. p. 190.), Oroflus (I. vii. c. 37.), and the Chro- 
picle of Marccllinus. Claudian (in Rufin. ii. 7 — 100.) paints, in 
lively colours, the diftrefs and guilt of the prsafeff. 

*7 Stilicho, direflly or indirefUy, is the perpetual theme of 
Claudian. The youth, and ptfrate life of the hero, are vaguely 
Cjtpreltcd in the poem on his firll confuUhi^, 35 — 1.^0. 

t - fupplicd 
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fupplied with authentrc materials, wc cannot re- 
fufe to illuftrate the annals ofHonorius, from the - v-— * 
inve<n:ives, or the panegyrics, of a contemporary 
writer but as Claudian appears to have indulged 
the moft ample privilege of a poet and a courtier, 
fome criticifm will be requifite to tranflate the 
language of fidion, or exaggeration, into the 
- truth and fimplicity of hiftoric profe. His filence 
concerning the family of Stilicho may be admitted 
as a proof, that his patron was neither able, nor 
defirous, to boaftof a long feries of illulfrious pro- 
genitors ; and the flight mention of his father, 
an officer of Barbarian cavalry, in the fervice of 
Valens, feems to countenance the affertion, that 
the general, who fo long commanded the armies 
of Rome, was defeended from the favage and per- 
fidious race of the Vandals If Stilicho had 
not pofTefTed the external advantages of ftrength 
and ftature, the moft flattering bard, in the pre- 
fence of fo many thoufand fpeftators, would have 
hefitated to affirm, that he furpaflTcd the meafure 
^of the demi-gods of antiquity ; and, that when- 
ever he moved, with lofty fteps, through the 
ftreets of the capital, the aftonifhed crowd made 
room for the ftranger, who difplayed, in a private 
/ condition, the awful majefty of a hero. From 
his earlicjft youth he embraced the profeffion of 
arms j his prudence and valour were foon diftin- 
guifhed in the field ; the horfemen and archers 
of the Eaft admired his fuperior dexterity j and 

»* Vandalorum, imbellis, avarae, perfidat, et dolofx, gentls, ge- 
aere editus. Oioiiusi 1 . 'vii. c. 3S. Jerom (tom, i. ad GeroDtiaip, 
p. 53.) calls him a Semi-Barbarian. ■ . . ' , 
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in each degree of his military promotions, th« 
public judgment always prevented and approved 
the choice of the fovercign. He was named by 
Theodofius, to ratify a folemn treaty with the 
monarch of Perfia; he fupported, during that 
important embafly, the dignity of the Roman 
name ; and after his return to Conftantinople, his 
merit was rewarded by an intimate and honour- 
able alliance with the Imperial family. Theodo- 
fius had been prompted, by a pious motive of 
fraternal affeftion, to adopt, for his own, the 
daughter of his brother Honorius j the beauty 
and accomplilhments of Serena were univer- 
fally admired by the obicquious epurt ; and Sti- 
licho obtained the preference oyer a crowd of 
rivals, who ambitioufly difputed the hand of the 
princefs, and the favour of her adoptive father 
•The afiurance that the hufband of Serena would 
be faithful to the throne, which he was permitted 
to approach, engaged the emperor to exalt the 
fortunes, and to employ the abilities, of the faga- 
cious and intrepid Stilicho. He rofe throug|| 
the fucceflive fteps of mafter of the horfe, and 
dount of the donieftics, to the fupreme rank of 
mafter-general pf al| the cqvalry and infantry of 

>9 CUudian, in an imperfe£l poem, has dravtm a fair, perhaps a 
flattering, portrait of Serena. That favourite niepe. of TheodoCnt 
was born, as well as her filler Th^mantia, in Spmn ; from whence, 
in their earlieft youth, they were honourably co'ndufled to the pa- 
lace of Conllantinople. 

Some doubt may be entertained, whether this adoption was 
legal, or only metaphorical (See Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 75.). 
An old infeription gives. Sti(icho lingular title of Pi^gaar Dhii 

■■ ' ■ . 
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the Roman, or at leaft of the Weftern, empire ** ; C H ap. 
and his enemies confeflTcd, that he invariably dif- . ’ . 
dained to barter for gold the rewards of merit, or 
to defraud the foldiers of the pay and gratificar 
tions, which they deferved, or claimed, from the 
liberality of the ftate“. The valour and con^- 
dudt which he afterwards difplayed, in the de- 
fence of Italy, againft the arms of Alaric andRa- 
dagaifus, may jullify the fame of his early at- 
chicvements : and in an age lefs attentive to the 
laws of honour, or of pride, the Roman generals 
might yield the pre-eminence of rank, to the af- 
cendant of fuperior genius He lamented, and 
revenged, the murder of Promotus, his rival and 
his friend j and the maflacre of many thoufands 
of the flying Baftarna: is reprefented by the poet, 
as a bloody facrifice, which the Roman Achilles 
offered to the manes of another Patroclus. The 
virtues and victories of Stilicho deferved the 
hatred of Ruflnus : and the arts of calumny nfighc 


Claudian (Lau» Serenas, 190. >9S<} cxpreiTes, in poetic lan- 
guage, the “ dileftus equorum," and the ** geminp mox idem cul- 
mine duxit aginina.” The infeription adds, oofunt of the do- 
f medics,'’ an important command, which Stilicho, in the height 
of his grandeur, might prudently letain. 

The beautiful lines of Claudian (in t Conf. Stilich. ii. 113.) 
difplay bit genius : but the integrity of Stilicho (in the military ad- 
ininiftration} is much more (u-mly e(btbli(hcd by the unwilling evi« 
dence of Zulimut ( 1 . v. p. 345.)* 

** ■ ■ ■ ■■ Si bellica moles 

Ingrucret, quamvis annis et jure mipori, 

Cedere giandievos equitum peditumque magi(lro$ 

■ Adfp iceres. — ■ 

Claudian, Laus Seren. p. 196, tcc. 

A modern general would deem their fubmilfioa, either heroic pad 
friotjfro, or abjeft fenrility, 
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have been faccefsful, if the tender and vigilant 
^ ‘ ‘ Serena had not protected her hufband againfl; his 
donneftic foes, whilft he vanquiftied in the field 
the enemies of the empire Theodofius con- 
tinued to fupport an unworthy minifter, to whofe 
diligence he delegated the government of the pa- 
lace, and of the Eaft; but when he marched 
againft the tyrant Eugenius, he aflbeiated his 
faithful general to the labours and glories of the 
civil war and, in the laft moments of his life, 
the dying monarch recommended to Stilicho, the 
care of his fons, and of the republic The 
ambition and the abilities of Stilicho were not 
unequal to the important truft j and he claimed 
the guardianlhip of the two empires, during the 
minority of Arcadius and Honorius The firft 
, meafureofhis adminiftration,orrather ofhis reign, 
difplayed to the nations the vigour and adivity of 
a fpirit worthy to command. He paffed the Alps 
in the depth of winter j defeended the ftream of 

•4 Compare the poem on the firft confulftiip (i. 95—115.) with 
the Laus Serentt (1*7 — 257. where it unfortunately breaks off.). Wc 
may perceive the deep inveterate malice of Kufimis, 

*5 — Quern frttriint ipfe 

Difeedens, clypciimque defenfoiemque dedifti. 

' Yet the nomination (iv Conf. Hon. 432 ), was private (iii Conf. 

' Hen.. 142.) eunftos difeedere . . . jubet; and may therefore be 

iiifpe£led. Zofimus, and Suidas, apply to Stilicho, and Rufinus, 
the fame equal title of guardians, or procurators. 

^ The Roman law diftingniihes two forts of minority, which ex» 
pired at the age of fourteen, and of twenty-five. The one was fub- 
je£l to the tutor, or guardian, of the perfon ; the other to the curatsr, 
or truftee, of the eftate (Htineccius, Antiquitat. Rom. ad Juriipru- 
dent, pertinent. 1. i. tit. xxii, xxiii. p. 218—132.). Butthefe legal 
ideas were never accurately transferred into tfaf conftitution of aa 
ciedive monarchy. 
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the Rhine, from the fortrefs of Bafil, to the 
marches of Batavia; reviewed the ftate of the 
garrifons ; reprefled the enterprifes of the Ger- 
mans ; and, after eftablilhing along the banks a , 
firm and honourable peace, returned with incre- 
dible fpeed to the palace of Milan The per- 
fon and court of Honorius were fubjeft to the 
iTiafter-general of the Weft ; and the armies and 
provinces of Europe obeyed, without hefitation, 
a regular authority, which was exercifed in the 
name of their young fovereign. Two rivals only 
remained to difpute the claims, and to provoke 
the vengeance, of Stilicho. Within the limits of 
Africa, Gildo, the Moor, maintained a proud and 
dangerous independence; and the minifter of 
Conftantinople afferted his equal reign over the 
emperor, and the empire, of the Eaft. 

. The impartiality which Stilicho alFefted, as the 
common guardian of the royal brothers, engaged ofRufirus, 
him to regulate the equal divifion of the arms, nov^ 27^! 
the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobe and fur- 
niture of the deceafed emperor But the moft 
important objedl of the inheritance^ confifted of 
the numerous legions, cohorts, and fquadrons of 
Romans, or Barbarians, whom the event of 'the 
civil war had united under the ftandard of Thco- 

1 

dofius. The various multitudes of Europe and 


*7 See Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. i. iSS— 142.); but he mull 
allow more than fifteen days for the journey and return, between 
Milan and Leyden . 

a* I. Gonf. Stilich. ii. 88—94. Not only thejobes, and diadems 
of the deceafed emperor, but even the helmets, fword-hilts, belts, 
cuiralTes, &c. were enriched with pearls, emeralds, and diamonds, 

4 Afia, 
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Afia, cxafperated by recent animofities, were 
over-awed by the authority of a fingle man j and 
the rigid difeipline of Stilicho protefted the lands 
of the citizen from the rapine of the licentious 
foldicr**. Anxious however, and impatient, to 
relieve Italy from the prefcnce of this formidable 
hoft, which could, be ufeful only on the frontiers 
of the empire, he liftened to the juft requifition of 
the minifter of Arcadius, declared his intention 
of recondufting in perfon the troops of the Eaftj 
and dexteroufly employed the rumour of a Gothic 
tumult, to conceal his private defigns of ambition 
and revenge The guilty foul of Rufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warrior and a rival, 
whofe enmity he deferved j he computed, witli 
increafing terror, the narrow fpace of his life and 
greatnefs ; and, as the laft hope of fafety, he in-* 
terpofed the authority of the emperor Arcadius, 
Stilicho, who appears to have direfted his march 
along the fea coaft of the Hadriatio, was not far 
diftant from the city of Thcflalonica, when he re- 
ceived a peremptory meflage, to recal the troops 
• of the Eall, and to declare, that bis nearer ap-, 
proach would he cQnfidercd, by the Byzantine 

I 

»9 - — ^ . TanfCKjue remotp 

Principe, niutata$ orbis ngn TenCt babenas. 

This high commendation (i Conf. Stil. i. 149.} may be juflified 
by the fears of the dyingeniperor (de Bell. Gildun. 291 — 301 .) ; and 
tae peace and good order «hich were enjoyed after his death (i Conf. 
^til. i. 150 ~i68.). 

Stilicho’s march, ard the death of Rufinus, are deferibed by 
^laudian (in Rufin. 1 . li. 101—453.), Zofimus ( 1 . v. p-agS, *9Z*)» 
Sozomen (I. viii. c. i.), Socrates ( 1 . vi. c. i.), Philoftorgiut (I. xi, 
with Godefroy, p. 441 •)> ^ttd the Chionicle of Marcellinus, 

court, 
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Court, as an aft of hoftility. The prompt stid *^j^^**‘ 
Unexpefted obedience of the general of the Weft^ ^ 

convinced the vulgar of his loyalty and modera- 
tion i and, as he had already engaged the affec- 
tion of the Eaftern troops^ he recommended to 
their zeal the execution of his bloody defign, 
which might be accomplifhed in his abfence, with 
lefs danger perhaps, and with lefs reproach. Sti- 
licho left the command of the troops of the Eaft to 
Gainas, the Goth, on whofe fidelity he firmly rC'j 
lied i with an aflurance, at leaft, that the hardy 
Barbarian would never be diverted from his pur- 
pofe by any confideration of fear or remorle^ The 
foldiers were eafily perfuaded to punilh the ene- 
my of Stilicho, and of Rome ; and fuch was the 
' general hatred which Rufinus had excited, that 
the fatal fecret, communicated to thoufands, 
was faithfully preferved during the long march 
from Thcflalonica to the gates of Conftantinople. 

As foon as they had refolved his death, they con- 
defeended to flatter his pride ; the ambitious pras- 
feft was feduced to believe, that thofe powerful 
auxiliaries might be tempted to place the diadem 
on his head j and the treafures which he diftribut- 
ed, with a tardy and reluftant hand, were accept- 
ed by the indignant multitude, as an infult, rather -- 
than as a gift. At the diftance of a mile from 
the capital, in the field of Mars, before the pa- 
lace of Hebdomon, the troops halted : and the 
emperor, as well as his minilter, advanced, ac- 
cording to ancient cuftom, refpeftfully to falute 
the" power which I'upported their throne. As 
Rufinus pafTed along the ranks, and difguifed, 

4* with 
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CHAP, with ftudicd courtefy, his innate hauffhtinefs, the 

YYfY * ^ 

. ^ ‘ . wings infenlibly wheeled from the right and left, 

and inclofed the devoted vidtim within the circle 
of their arms. Before he could refledt oh the 
danger of his fituation, Gainas gave the fignal of 
death j a daring and forward foldier plunged his 
• fword into the bread of the guilty praefcdt, and 
, Rufinus fell, groaned, and expired, at the feet 
of the affrighted emperor. If the agonies of a 
moment could expiate the crimes of a whole life, 
or if the outrages inflidted on a breathlcfs corpfe 
could be the objedl of pity, our humanity might 
perhaps be affedled by the horrid circumftances 
which accompanied the murder of Rufinus. His 
mangled body was abandoned to the brutal fury 
of the populace of either fex, who haftened in 
crouds, from every quarter of the city, to trample 
on the remains of the haughty minifter, at whofc 
frown they had fo lately trembled. His right 
hand was cut off, and carried through the ftreets 
of Conftantinople, in cruel mockery, to extort 
contributions for the avaricious tyrant, whofe 
head was publicly expofed, borne alofton the point 
of a long lance According to the favage 
maxims of the Greek republics, his innocent 
family would have lhared the punilhment of his 
crimes. The wife and daughter of Rufinus were 
indebted for their fafety to the influence of re- 
ligion. Her fandluary protedted them from the 
raging madnefs of the people; and they were 


!■ The difftSan of Rufinus, which Claudian performs with the. 
favage coolnefs of an anatonfift (in Rufin. ii. 405 — ^415.), is like* 
wife fpecified bj ZoCmus and Jerom (tom. i. p. a6.). 

per- 
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permitted to fpcnd the remainder of their lives in 

the exercifes of Chriftian devotion, in the peaceful v — -» 

retirement of Jerufalem 

The fervile poet of Stilicho applauds, with fe- Difcordof 
rocious joy, this horrid deed, which, in th'e exe- empires, 
cution, perhaps, of juftice, violated every law of 
nature and fociety, profaned the majefty of the 
prince, and renewed the dangerous examples of i 
military licence. The contemplation of the uni- 
verfal order and harmony had fatisfied Claudian 
of the exiftence of the Deity j but the profperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradift his moral 
attributes; and the fate of Rufinus was the onlv 
event which could difpcl the religious doubts of 
the poet Such an aft might vindicate the 
honour of Providence j but it did not much con- 
tribute to the happinefs of the people. In lefs 
than three months they were informed of the 
maxims of the new adminiftration, by a Angular 
edict, which eftablilhcd the exclufive right of the 
treafury over the fpoils of Rufinus j and filenced, 
under heavy penalties, the prefumptuous claims 
of the fubjefts of the Eaftern empire, who had 


3* The Pagan Zofimus mentions their fanfluary and pilgrimage. 
The filler of Rufinus, Sylvania, who paffed her life at Jerufalem, ii 
famous in monadic hiftory. i. The ftudious virgin had diligently, 
and even repeatedly, perufed the commentators on the Bible, Origen, 
Gregory, Bafil, &c. to the amount of five millions of lines, z. At 
the age of threefcore, Ihe could boafl, that flie had never walhed her 
hands, face, or any part of her whole body ; except the tips of her 
fingers, to receive the communion. Seethe Vitae Patnim, p. 779 , 
977- 

33 See the beautiful exordium of his inveflive againft Rufinus, 
which is enrioufly difcuITed by the fteptic Bayle, Diflionnaire Cri- 
tique, Rufin. Not. E, ‘ 

been 
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jA P. hcen injured by his rapacious tyranny Evert 
► Stilicho did not derive from the murder of his 

rival, the fruit which he had propofed j and 
though he gratified his revenge, his ambition 
virzs difappointed. Under the name of a favourite, 
the weaknefs of Arcadius required a mafter ; but 
he naturally preferred the obfequious arts of the 
eunuch Eutropius, who had obtained his domeftic 
confidence i and the emperor contemplated^ with 
terror and averfion, the ftern genius of a foreign 
warrior. Till they were divided by thejealoufy 
of power, the fword of Gainas, and the charms 
of Eudoxiai fupported the favour of the great 
chamberlain of the palace: the perfidious Goth, 
who was appointed maftcr-gcneral of the Eaft, 
betrayed, without fcruple, the intcreft of his bc- 
nefaflor ; and the fame troops^ who had fa lateljr 
maflacred the enemy of Stilicho, were engaged 
to fupportj againll him, the independence of the 
throne of Gonftantinople. The favourites of 
Arcadius fomented a feefet and irreconcileablfe 
war againft a formidable hero, who afpired t6 
govern^ and to defend, the two empires of Rome’, 
and the two fons of Theodofius. They inceflantly 
iaboured, by dark and treacherous machination?, 
to deprive him of the efteem of the prince, the 
fefped of the people, and the friendfhip of the 
Barbarians. The life of Stilicho was repeatedly 
attempted by the 'dagger of hired alfaflins j and 
a decree was obtained, from the feriatC of Con- 

54 Sec the Theodoiian Code, 1 . i*. tit.fclii. leg. 14, 15. The new 
minifters attempted, with incenriftent avarice, to feize the fpoils of 
their predectflbr, and to provide for their own future fecurity. 

ftantinople. 
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ftantinople, to declare him an enemy of the re- 
public, and to confifcate his ample poffeffions in 
the provinces of the Eaff. At a time when the ’ 

only hope of delaying the ruin of the Roman 
name, depended on the firm unionj and recipro- 
cal aid, of all the nations to whom it had been 
gradually communicated, the fubjedls of Arca- 
diiis and Honorius were inftruded, by their re- 
fpeftive mafiers> to view each other in a foreign^ 
and even hoftile, light ; to rejoice in their mutual 
calamities, and to embrace, as their faithful allies, 
the Barbarians, whom they excited to invade the 
territories of their countrymen The natives 
of Italy afFefted to ddpife the fervile and effe- 
minate Greeks of Byzantium, who prefumed to 
imitate the drefs, and to ufurp the dignity, of 
Roman fenators j and the Greeks had not yet 
forgot the fentiments of hatred ind contempt, 
which their polifhed anceftors had fo long enter- 
tained for the rude inhabitants of the Weft, The 
diftinflion of two governments, which foon pro- 
duced the feparation of two nations, will juftify 
my defign of fufpending the feries of the Byzan- 
tine hiftory, to profccute, without interruption, 

IS See Claudian (i Conf. Stillch. 1 . i. *75. 291. 296. 1 . ii. ?3.)» 
and Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 302. 

3 ^ Claudian turns the confuWhip of the eunuch Eutropins into sk 
national refieflion (1. ii. 134.). 

— Plaudentem ceme fenatum 

Et B^antinos proceres, Crahfjue Quirites i 
O patribus plebes, O digni confulc patres. 4 

It is curious to obferve the firft fymptoms of jealoufy and fchiAn, be- 
tween old and new Rome, between the Greeks and Latins, 

VOL.V M . .. .the 
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A dirgraccful, but memorable, reign of Hono- 

V — — > nus. , ' 

Kevoit of The prudent Stilicho, inftead of perfifting to 
Africa" force the inclinations of a prince, and people, 
rf“jc6lcd his government, wifely abandoned 
Arcadius to his unworthy favourites j and his re- 
luAance to involve the two empires in a civil war, 
difplayed the moderation of a minifter, who had 
fo often fignalized his military fpirit and abilities. 
But if Stilicho had any longer endured the revolt 
of Africa, he would have betrayed the fecurity of 
the capital, and the majefty of the Weftern em- 
peror, to the capricious infolence of a Moorlfli 
rebel. Gildo”, the brother of the tyrant Firmus* 
had preferved and obtained, as the reward of his 
apparent fidelity, the immenfe patrimony which 
was forfeited by treafon ; long and meritorious 
fervice, in the armies of Rome, raifed him to the 
dignity of a military count ; the narrow policy of 
the court of Theodofius had adopted the mif- 
chievous expedient, of fupporting a legal go- 
vernment by the intereft of a powerful family ; 
and the brother of Firmus was invefted with the 
command of Africa. His ambition foon ufurped 
the adminillration of juftice, and of the finances, 
witliout account, and without controul j and he 
maintained, during a reign of twelve years, the 
pofleflion of an office from which it was impoffible 


37 Cbiidian may have exaggerated the vices of Glldo ; but hi» 
* Mooillh extraftion, his notorious aftions, and the complaints of 
St. Auguftin, may juftify the poet’s invectives. B.ironiu$ (Annal. 
Eccltf. A. D. ■39S. 35—56.) has treated the African rcbellign 

with Ikill and learning. 
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to remove him, without the danger of' a civil 
war. During thofe twelve years, the provinces l— 
of Africa :groaned under the dominion of a tyrant, 
who feemed to unite the unfeeling temper of a 
ftrangcr, with the partial refentments of domeftic 
faiSUon. The forms of law were often fuperfeded 
by the ufe of poifon ; and if the trembling guefts, 
who were invited to the table of Gildo, prefumed 
to exprefs their fears, the infolent fufpicion ferved 
only to excite his fury, and he loudly fummoned 
the minifters of death. Gifdo-alternately indulged 
she paflions of avarice and luft’*; and if his 
days were terrible to the rich, his mgbts were not 
Jefs dreadful to hulbands and parents. The 
faireft of their wives and daughters were profti- 
tuted to the embraces of the tyrant ; and after- 
wards abandoned to a ferocious troop of Barba- 
rians and*alTaffins,' the black, or fwarthy, natives 
©f the defert r whom Gildo conGdered as the only 
■guardians of his throne. In the civil war between 
.Theodofius and Eugenius, the count, or rather* 
the fovereign, of Africa, maintained a haughty . - ; 
^nd fufptcious neutrality refufed to aflift either 
.'of the contending parties with troops or veflcls, 
expefbed the declaration of fortune, and referved ' 

I|vftat terribilis vivis, morientlbus hxret. , 

, Virginibus raptor, tbalaniis obfc»n\is adulter. 

Nulla quies : oritur praeda celTante libido, 

Divitiburque dies, et nox metueada maNtis. 

■■ Mauris clarillima quxque 

Faftidita datur. — 

B.ai'onios condemns, Wll more feverely, the lieentloufnefs of Gildo $ 
as his wife, bis daughter, and his filler, were examples of perfeft 
challlty. The adulteries of the African ftldiers are checked by one 

of the Imperial laws. 
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^p. for the conqueror, the vain profeflions of his alle- 
_f giance. Such p.rorcfltons would not have fatis-!- 
(icd the mafter of the Roman world : but the 
death of Theodofius, and the weaknefs and dif- 
cord of his fons, confirmed the power of the 
Moor ; who condefccnded, as a proof of his mo-; 
deration, to abttain^from the ufe of the diademi 
and to fupply Rome with the cuftomary tribute, 
or rather fubfidy, of corn. In every divifion of 
the empire, the-five provinces of Africa were in- 
variably affigned to 'the Weft; and Gildo had 
coiilented to govern that extenfive country in tHe 
name of Honorius ; but his knowledge of’ the 
charadter and defigns of Stilicho, Iboh engaged 
him to addrefs his homage to a more diftant and 
feeble fovereign. ’ The minifters of Arcadius eth- 
braced the caufe of- a perfidious rebel; and the 
delufive hope of adding the nurnerous' cities of 
Africa to the empire of the Eaft, tempted them to 
affert a claim, which they were incapable of fup- 
. porting, either by reafon, ' or by arms ‘ J, 

He U con- When Stilicho had given a firm ;^^and decifive 
fh^Kom^ anfwef to the pretcnfions of the’ Byzantine courts 
fenate, .hc”fblemnly accufed the tyrant of- Africa before 
A.D. 397. tribunal, which had formerly judged the kings 

and nations of the earth ; and the image of the 
republic was revived, after a long interval, under 
the reign of Honorius. The emperor tranfmitted 
an accurate and ample detail of the complaints of 

t •' - 

39 Inque tuam fortem nuraerofas tranftulit uibes. 

Ciaudian (de Bell. Glldonico, 230—324.} has touched, with poli- 
tical delicacy, the intrigues of the Byzantine court, which are like- 
wlft mentioned by Zofimul ( 1 . v, p. 302.’). .# . 
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the provincials, 'and the crimes of Gildo,’ to'the 
Roman fenate j and the members of that vene- 
rable aflembly were required to pronounce the 
condemnation of the rebel. Their unanimous 
fuffrage declared him the enemy of the republic j 
and the decree of the fenate added a facred and 
legitimate fanftion, to the Roman arms*®. A 
people, who ftill remembered, that their anceftors < - ‘ 

had been the mafters of the world, would have ap- 
plauded, with confcious pride, the reprefentation 
of ancient freedom ; if they had not long fince 
been accuftomed to prefer the folid aflurance of 
bread, to the unfubftantial vifions of liberty and 
greatnefs. The fubfiftence of Rome depended 
on the harvefts of Africa j and it. was evident, 
that a declaration of war would' be' the fignal of 
famine*. The prjefeft’ Symmachus,' who prefided 
in the deliberations of the fenate, -admoniflied the 
minifter of his juft apprehenfion, that as foon’ as 
the revengeful Modr (hould prohibit the exporta- 
tion of corn, the tranquillity, and perhaps the 
'fafety, of the capital, would be threatened by the 
hungry rage of a turbulent multitude*’. The 
prudence of Stilicho conceived, and executed, 
without delay, the-moft effefbual meafure for the 
relief of the Roman people. A large and feafon- 
able fupply of corn, collected in the inland pro- 
vinces of Gaul, was embarked on the rapid ftrearn 

Symmaclius ( 1 . iv. epift. 4.) exprefles the judical forms of the 
fenate; and Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. 1 . i. 315, &c.) feems to fec^ 
the I'pirlt of a Roman. 

Claudian finely difplays thefe coipplaints of Symmachus, in 3 
fpeech of the goddefs of Rome, before the throne of Jupiter (de Bell, 

CilUon. 28 — 128.). 
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*^x^rx** Rhone, and tranfportcd, by an cafy navi- 

gation, from the Rhone to the Tyber. During 
the whok term of the African war, the granaries 
of Rome were continually filled, her dignity was 
vindicated from the humiliating dependence,, and 
the minds of an immenle people were quieted by 
the calm confidenceof peace and plenty 
The Afri- The caufc of Rome, and the conduft of the 
A.IX398. African war, wereentrufted by Stilicho, to a ge- 
neral, aftive and ardent to avenge his private. in- 
juries onjthe head of the tyrant.. The fpirit of 
difeord, 'tvhich prevailed in the houfe of Nabal, 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of hi$ 
Tons, Gildo and Mafeezel'*’. The ufurper pur- 
fued, with irpplacable rage, the life of his younger 
brother,- whofe courage and abilities he feared j 
and Mafeezel, opprefled by fuperior power, took 
refuge in the court of Milan; where he foon re- 
ceived the cruel intelligence,- that his two inno- 
cent, and helplcfs children had been; murdered by, 
their inhuman unck. The afiSiftion of the father 
•was fufpended only by the defire of revenge. The 
• vigilant Stilicho already prepared to colleft the 
naval and military forces of the Weftern empire 1 
and he had refolved, if the tyrant Ihould^be able 
to’ wage an equal and doubtful- war, to majcli 
againft him in'perfon. But as Italy required his. 

• ^ r 

4* See Claudlan (in Eutrop. 1. i. 401, &c. i Conf. Stil. 1. i. 306, 
Sec, ii Conf. Stilich. 91, &c.). 

♦3 He was of a mature age; fince he had formerly (A. D. 373.) 

4 feived againft his brother Firmus (Ammian. xxix. 5.). Claudian,' 
who undei-ftood the court of Milan, dwells on the injuries, rather 
than the merits, of Mafeezel (de Bell. Gild. 389—414.). The 
Moorifti war was notworthy of Honorius, or Stilicho, &c. 

prefence. 
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prefence, and as it might be dangerous to weaken 
the defence of the frontier, he judged it more ad- v,.„ 
vifeable, that Mafeezel fhould attempt this ar- 
duous adventure, at the head of a chofen body of 
Gallic veterans, who had lately ferved under the 
ftandard of Eugenius. Thefe troops, who were 
exhorted to convince the world, that they could 
fubvert, as well as defend, the throne of art 
ufurper, confifted of the Jovian^ the Herculiati^ 
and the Augujlan, legions of the Nervian auxi- 
liaries; of the foldiers, who difplayed in their 
banners the fymbol of a lion, and of the troops 
which were diftinguilhed by the aufpicious names' 
of Fortunate, and Invincible, Yet fuch was the 
fmallnefs of their eftablilhments, or the difficulty 
of recruiting, that thefe /even bands**; of high 
dignity and reputation in the fervice of Rome, 
amounted to no more than five thoufand effedtive 
men **. The fleet of gallies and tranfports failed 
in tempeftuous weather from the port of Pifa, in 
Tufeany, and fleered their courfe to the little 
illand of Capraria j which had borrowed that 
name from the wild goats, its original inhabitants, 
whofe place was now occupied by a new colony 
of a ftrange and favage appearance. “ The whole 

♦4 Clauilian, Bell. Gild. 415 — 413. The change of difcipline 
allowed him to ufe indifferently the names of Liglo, Cctots, Manipultii. 

See fhe Nmilij Imperii, S. 38. 40. ^ 

4 S Orofius ( 1 , vii. c. 36. p. 565.1 qualifies this account with an 
expreffion of doubt (ut aiunt) ; and it fcarcely coincides with the 
tic atfa; of Zofimus ( 1 . V. p. 303.). Yet Claudian, after fome 
declamation about Cadmus's foldiers, frankly owns, that Stilicho 
fent a fmall army ; left the rebel fltould fly, ne timeare times (i Conf. 

Stilich. 1 . i. 314, Sic.). 
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illand (fays an ingenious traveller. of thole 
w-vr— » “ times) is filled, or rather defiled, by men, 
“ who fly from the light. They call them- 
** felves Monksj or folitaries, becaufe they chufc 
** to live alone, without any witneflTcs of their 
** aflions. They fear the gifts of fortune, from 
the apprehenfion of lofing them; and, left 
they ftiould be miferable, they embrace a life 
** of voluntary wretchednefs. How abfurd is 
their choice ! how perverfe their underftand- 
** ing ! to dread the evils, without being able to 
fupport the bleflings, of the human condition. 
Either this melancholy madnefs is the efFeft of 
difeafe, or elfe the confcioufnefs of guilt urges 
thefe unhappy men to exercife on their own 
“ bodies the tortures which are inflided on fugi- 
tive flaves by the hand of juftice'**.” Such 
was the contempt of a profane magiftrate for the 
monks of Capraria, who were revered, by the 
pious Mafcczel, as the chofen fervants of God 
Some of them were perfuaded, by his intreaties, to 
embark on board the fleet j and it is obferved, to 
thepraife of the Roman general, that his days and 
nights were employed in prayer, falling, and the 
occupation of finging pfalms. The devout leader. 


Claud. Rutil. Numatian. Itinerar. i. 439 — 448. He after- 
wards (515 — mentions a religious madman on the illeof Gor- 
gona. For fuch profane remarks, Rutilius, and his accomplices, 
are ftyled, by his commentator, Barthiiis, rabiofi canes diaboli. 
Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. xii. p. 471.) more calmly obferves, 
that the unbelieving poet praifes where he means to cenfure. 

47 Orofius, 1 . vii. c. 36. p. 564. Auguftin commends two of 
thefe favage faints of the ifle of Goats (epift. Ixxxi. apud Tillemont, 
Merti. Ecclcf. tom. xiii. p. 317. and Baronius, .'\nnal. Ecclef. 
A. D. 39S. N”r 51.)* 

■who, 
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who, with fuch a- reinforcement, appeared con- 
fident of viftory, avoided the dangerous rocks of ■ ,'r 

Corfica, coafted along the eaftern fide of Sardinia, 
and fecured his ftiips againft the violence of the 
fouth wind, by calling anchor in the fafe and ca- 
pacious harbour of Cagliari, at the diftance of 
one hundred and forty miles from the African 
Ihores **. 

Gildo was prepared to refill the invafion with 
all the forces of Africa. By the liberality of his GiMo, ^ 
gifts and promifes, he endeavoured to fecure the 
doubtful allegiance of the Roman foldiers, whilll 
he attrafled to his ftandard the dillant tribes of 
Gsetulia and iEthiopia. He proudly reviewed an 
army of feventy thoufand men, and boalled, with 
the ralh prefumption which is the forerunner of 
difgrace, that his numerous cavalry would tram- 
ple under their horfes feet, the troops of Mafeezel, 
and involve, in a cloud of burning fand, the na- 
tives of the cold regions of Gaul and Germany **. 

But the Moor, who commanded the legions of 
Honorius, was too well acquainted with the 
manners of his countrymen, to entertain any fe- 
rious apprehenfion of a naked and diforderly hod 
of Barbarians ; whofe left arm, inllead of a Ihield, 
was proteclcd only by a mantle j who were totally 
difarmed as foon as they had darted their javelin 
from their right hand j and whofe horfes had 

4 * Here the firft book of the Gildonic war is tciininated. The 
reft of Claiidian’s poem has been loft ; and we are ignorant bow, or 
where, the army made good their landing in Africa, 

49 Orofius rauft be refponfible for the account. The prefumption 
of Gildo and Ms various train of Barbarians is celebrated by Clau- 
dian (i Conf. StU. 1 . i. 345—355 )- 

never 
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-laught to bear the controul, or to 
i_ ■ obey the guidance, of the bridle. He’ fixed his 
camp of five thoufand veterans in the face of a 
fuperior enemy, and, after the delay of three days, 
gave the fignal of a general engagement As 
Mafcezel advanced before the front with fair of- 
fers of peace and pardon, he encountered one of 
the foremoft ftandard-bearers of the Africans, and, 
on his r^fufal to yield, ftruck him on the arm 
with his fword. The arm, and the ftandard, 
funk under the weight of the blow ■, and the 
imaginary a6l of fubmiflion was haftily repeated 
by all the ftandards of the line. At this fignal, 
the difaffefted cohorts proclaimed the name of 
their lawful fovereign j the Barbarians, aftoniftied 
by the defection of their Roman allies, difperfed, 
according to their cuftom, in tumultuary flight j 
and Mafcezel obtained the honours of an eafy, 
and almoft bloodlefs, victory The tyrant cf- 
caped from the field of battle to the fca-Ihore i 
and threw himfelf into a fmall veflel, with the 
hope of reaching in fafety fome friendly port of 
the empire of the Eaft : but the obftinacy of the 
wind drove him back into the harbour of Ta- 
, '• braca’*, which had acknowledged, with the reft 

■ of 

S° St. Ambrofc, who had been dead about a year, revealed, in a 
vifion, the time and place of the viftory. Mafcezel afterwards re- 
, lated his dream to Paulinus, the original biographer of the faint, 

' from whom it might eafily pafs to Orofius. 

. . St Zofimiii ( 1 . V. p. 303.) fuppofes an obftinate combat ; but th* 

narrative of Orofius appears to conceal a real faft, under the difguile 
of a miracle. 

5 * Tabraca lay between the two Hippos (Cellaring tom. ii. p. it. 
p. Tia. ; d’Anville, tom. iii. p. 84.). Orofius has diilin£lly named 
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of the province, the dominion of Honorius, and 
the authority of his lieutenant. The inhabitants, 
as a proof of their repentance and loyalty, feized 
and confined the perfon of Gildo in a dungeon ; 
and his own dcfpair faved him from the intole- 
rable torture of fupporting the prefence of an in- 
jured, and victorious, brother The captives, 
and the fpoils, of Africa, were laid at the feet of 
the emperor ; but Stilicho, whofe moderation ap- 
peared more confpicuous, and more fineCre, in 
the midft of profperity, ftill afFeded to confult 
the laws of the republic j and referred to tlie 
fenate and people of Rome, the judgment of the 
moft illuftrious criminals Their trial was pub- 
lic and folemnj but the judges, in the exercife of 
this obfolete and precarious jurifdidtion, were 
impatient to punilh the African magiftrates, who 
had intercepted the fubfiftence of the Roman 
people. The rich and guilty province was,op- 
prefled by the Imperial minifters, who had a 
vifible intereft to multiply the number of the ac- 
complices of Gildo ; and if an edift of Honorius 
feems to check the malicious induftry of in- 

the field of battle, but our ignorance cannot define the precife fitua- 
tiun. 

J5 The death of Gildo is exprefled by Claudian (I Conf. Sdl. 
!• 3S70> bed interpreters, Zofimus and Orofius. 

54 Claudian (ii Coni'. Stilich. 99 — ii 9 .) deferibes their trial 
(tremuit quos Africa nuper, cernnnt loftra reos), and applauds the 
reftoration of the ancient conllitution. It is here that be introduces 
rile famoqs fentence, fo familiar to the friends of defpotiiim 

Nfnqiiam libertas gratior exftat 

Q^am fub icge pio. 

But the freedom, which depends on royal piety, fcarcely deferves 
that appellation. 
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formers, a fubfequcnt cdift, at thediftance of te» 
years, continues and renews the profecution of the 
offences which had been committed in the time 
of the general rebellion The adherents of the 
tyrant who efcaped the firft fury of the foldiers, 
and the judges, might derive fome confolation* 
from the tragic fate of his brother, who could' 
never obtain his pardon for the extraordinary fer- 
vices which he had performed. After he had 
finifbed an important war in the fpace of a fingle- 
winter,'' Mafcczel was received at the court of 
Milan with loud applaufe, affefted gratitude,* 
and fecret jealoufy “ i and his death, which, per-; 
haps, was the effeft of accident, has been con-' 
fidered as the crime of Stilicho. In the paffage 
of a bridge, the Moorilh prince, who accom- 
panied the mafter-general of the Weft, was fud- 
denly thrown from his horfe into the river; the 
officious hafte of the attendants was reftrainedby a 
cruel and perfidious fmile, which they obferved 
on the countenance of Stilicho ; and while they 
delayed the neceffary afliftance, the unfortunate 
Mafcczel was irrecoverably drowned 

The joy of the African triumph was happily, 
connefled with the nuptials of the emperor Ho- 

.... f 

SS See the Theodofian Code, 1 , ix. tit. xxxix. leg. 3. tit. xl. 
leg.- 19. 

5 ® Stilicho, who claimed an equal lhare in all the viftories of 
Tbeodofius ami his I'on, paiticularly alTerts, that Africa was re- 
covered hy the wifdom of i>ii counfels (fee an infeription produced 
by Baronins.). • * 

57 I have foftened the narrative of Zofimus, which, in its crude 
fimplicity, is almoft incredible ( 1 . v. p. 303.). Oirofius <l.nnns the” 
viftorious general (p. 538.}, for violating the right of fanfluar}'. 

norius, 
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norlus, and of his coufm Maria, the daughter of 
Stilicho : and this equal and honourable alliance ■ v ■ 
feemed to inveft the powerful minifter with the 
authority of a parent over his iubmiflive pupil. 

The mufe of Claudian was not filent on this pro- 
pitious day : he fung, in various and lively 
llrains, the happinefs of the royal pair ; and the 
glory of the hero, who confirmed their union, 
and fupported their throne. The ancient fables of 
Greece, which had almoft ceafed to be the obje<ft 
of religious faith, were faved from, oblivion by the 
genius of poetry. The pi< 5 lure of the Cyprian 
grove, the feat of harmony and love ; the tri- 
umphant progrefs of Venus over her native feas, * 
and the mild influence which her prefence dif- 
fufed in the palace of Milan, exprefs to every age 
the natural fentiments of the heart, in the juft 
and pleafing language of allegorical fidion. But 
the amorous impatience, which Claudian attri- 
butes to the young prince ”, muft excite the 
fmiles of the court ; and his beauteous fpoufc 
(if fhe deferved the praife of beauty) had not 

* 58 Claudian, as the poet laureat, compofej a lerioiis and elaborate ^ 
cpitbalamium of 340 lines ; befides forae gay Fel'cennines which 
.were fung, in a nnore licentious tone, on the wedding-night. 

S 9 i Calet obvius ire 

Jam princeps, tarduraque cupit difeedere folem. 

. Nobilit baud aliter fonipa. 

(de Nuptiis Honor, et Mariae, 187.) and more freely in the Fefcen- 
^inet(iia — 1»6.). > 

Dices, 0 fttuties, hoc mihi dulcius '' 

,, Qum flavos vincere Sarmatas 

Turn viftor madido profdias toro 
Noftumi referens rulnera preelii. 

much 
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much to fear or to hope from the paflions of her 
lover. Honorius was only in the fourteenth year 
of his age j Serena, the mother of his bride, de- 
ferred, by art or perfuafion, the confummation of 
the royal nuptials j Maria died a virgin, after (he 
had been ten years a wife j and the chaftity of thi 
emperor was fccured by the coldnefs, or, per- 
haps, the debility, of his conftitution His 
fubjefts, who attentively ftudied the charafter of 
their young fovereign, difcovered that Honorius 
was without pafiions, and confequently without 
talents ; and that his feeble and languid difpofi- 
tion was alike incapable of difcharging the duties 
of his rank, or of enjoying the pleafures of his 
age. In his early youth he made fome progrefs 
in the exercifes of riding and drawing the bow: 
but he foon relinquilhed thefc fatiguing occupa-' 
tions, and the amufcment of feeding poultry be- 
came the ferious and daily care of the monarch of 
the Weft who refigned the reins of empire to 
the firm and flcilfuljiand of his guardian Stilicho. 
The experience of hiftory. will countenance the 
fufpicion, that a prince who was born in the 
purple, received a worfe education than the 
meaneft peafant of his dominions j and that th* 
ambitious minifter fuffered him to 'attain the age 
of manhood, without attempting to excite his 
courage, or to enlighten his underftanding 

• The 

See Zofimui, 1 . v, p. 353. * . ■ ' 

*' Procopius de Bell. Gothico, 1 . i. c. 1. I'hsnrc borrowed the 
general praftice of Honorius, without adopting the lingular, and, 
indeed, improbable tale, which is related by the Gieck hiftorian. 

The lelTons of Theodoliiis, or rather Claiidian (iy Conf. Honor. 
S14 — 418.), might compofe a fine inflitution for the future prince 
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The predcccflbrs of Honorius were accuftomed to 
animate, by their example, or at leaft by their \—y— 
prefence, the valour of the legions j and the dates 
of their laws atteft the perpetual aftivity of their 
motions through the provinces of the Roiuan 
world. But the fon of Theodofius paflTed the 
flumber of his life, a captive in his palace, a 
ftrangcr in his country, and the patient, almoft 
the indifferent, fpedlator of the ruin of the Weft- 
ern empire, which was repeatedly attacked, and 
finally fubverted, by the arms of the Barbarians. 

In the eventful hiftory of a reign of twenty-eight 
years, it will feldom be neceffary to mention the 
name of the emperor Honorius. 

of a great and free nation. It was far above Honorius, and his de- 
generate fubjefbs. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Revolt of the Goths.— They plunder Greece. — Twa 
great Invaftons of Italy by Alaric and Radagaifus.-^ 
They are repulfed by Stilicho.—The Germans ovef- 
■ run Gaul. — Ufurpation of Conftantine in the IVeft. 
— Difgfuce and Death of Stilicho. 

I F the fubjefts of Rome could be ignorant of 
their obligations to the great Theodofius, 
tliey were too foon convinced, how painfully the 
ipirit and abilities of their deceafed emperor had 
fupported the frail and mouldering edifice of the 
republic. He died in the month of January j 
and before the end of the winter of the fame year, 
the Gothic nation was in arms The Barbarian 
auxiliaries eredled their independent ftandard j 
and boldly avowed the hoftile defigns, which they 
had long cheriflied in their ferocious minds. 
Their countrymen, who had been condemned, by 
the conditions of the laft treaty, to a life of tran- 
quillity and labour, deferted their farms at the 
firft found of the trumpet j and eagerly refumed 
the weapons which they had reluftantly laid 
down. The barriers of the Danube were thrown 
open i the favage warriors of Scythia iflued from 
their forefts j and the uncommon feverity of the 
winter allowed the poet to remark, that they 

1 The revolt of the Goths, and the blockade of Conftaotinople, 
aie diftinflly mentioned by Claudian (in Ruhn. 1 . ii. 7— too.}, 
Zolunus ( 1 . V. p. 292.), and Jornandet (de Rebus Gtticis, c. 29.}. 

■ ' i " rolled 


Digitized by Gottglc 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.' 17* 

rolled their ponderous waggons over the broad C 
and icy back of the indignant river The 
Unhappy natives of the provinces to the South ot 
the Danube, fubmitted to the calamities, which, 
in the courfe of twenty years, were almoft grown 
familiar to their imagination ; and the various 
troops of Barbarians, who gloried in the Gothic 
name, were irregularly fpread from the woody 
fhores of Dalmatia, to the walls ofConftantinople^ 

The interruption, or at lead: the diminution, of* 
the fubfidy, which the Goths had received from 
the prudent liberality of Theodofius, was the fpe- 
cious pretence of their revolt: the affront was 
embittered by their contempt for the unwarlike 
fons of Theodofius ; and their refentment was in- 
flamed by the weaknefs, or treachery, of the mi- 
nifler of Arcadius. The frequerit vifits of Ru- 
finus to the camp of the Barbarians, whofe arms 
and apparel he affefted to imitate, were confidered 
as a fufficient evidence of his guilty correfpond- 
ence : and the public enemy, from a motive either 
of gratitude or of policy, was attentive, amidft 
the general devaflation, tofparethe private eftates 
of the unpopular prrefefV. The Goths, inftead 

* . Alii per tcrga ferocis ' 

Danuliii folidata l uunt ; expcitaquc rcmis 
Frangunt ftagna rotis. 

Claudian and Ovid often amufe iheir fancy by interchanging the 
ntetaphors and properties of water, and folid ice. Much falfe 
wit has been expended in this c-afy exercife. ^ 

j Jerom,t*m. i. p. 16. Heendeavours to comfort his friend Hc- 
liodorus, bilhop of Altinum, for the lofs of his nephew Nepotian, by 
a curious recapitulation of all the public and private misfiji toncs of 
the times. See Tilleraont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xii. p, zoo, &c. 

VdL.V. N of 
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CHAP. of. being impelled by the blind and headftrong 
, ^ ■ paflions qf their chiefs, were now direfbed by the 

bold and artful genius of Alaric. That renowned 
leader was defeended from the noble race of the 
Balti * i which yielded only to the royal dignity 
of the Amali : he had folicited the command of 
the Roman armies ; and the Imperial court pro- 
voked him to demonftrate the folly of their re- 
fufal, and the importance of their lofs. "What- 
ever hopes might be entertained of the conqueft 
of Conftantinople, the judicious general foon 
abandoned an impradlicable enterprife. In the 
midft of a divided court, and a difeontented 
people, the emperor Arcadius was terrified hy 
the afped of the Gothic arms : but the want of 
wifdom and valour was fupplied by the ftrength 
of the city; and the fortifications, both of thefca 
and land, might fecurely brave the impotent and 
random darts of the Barbarians. Alaric difdained 
to trample any longer on the proftrate and ruined 
countries of Thrace and Dacia, and he refolved 
to feek a plentiful harveft of fame and riches in a 
province which had hitherto efcaped the ravages 
of war 

*■ Baitba, or IcU: origo mirifica, fays Jorandes (c. xg.). This 
illuftrious race long continued to flourifh in France, in the Gothic 
province of Septimania, or Languedoc 5 under the corrupted ap- 
pellation of Baiu$ : and a branch of that family afterwards fettled in 
the kingdom of Naples (Grotius in Prolegora. ad Hift. Gothic, 
p. 53.). The lords of Baux, near Arles, and of feventy-nine fub- 
ordinate places, were independent of the counts of Provence (Lon- 
gucrue, Defcriptlon de la France, tom. i. p. 357.). * 

5 Zoliraus (I. V. p. X93— 295.) is our bed guide for the conqueft 
of Greece : but the hints and alluhon of Claudian are fo many rays 
of hilloric light. 

The 
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The charafter of the civil and military officers, 
on whom Rufinus had devolved the government 
of Greece, confirmed the public fufpicion, that 
he had betrayed the ancient feat of freedom and into 
learrung to the Gothic invader. The proconful a.d. 396. 
Antiochus was the unworthy fon of a refpedable 
father •, and Gerontius, who commanded the pro- 
vincial troops, was much better qualified to exe- 
cute the oppreffive orders of a tyrant, than to de- 
fend, with courage and ability, a country moft re- 
markably fortified by the hand of nature. Alaric 
had traverfed, without refiftance, the plains of 
Macedonia and Theflaly, as far as the foot of 
Mount Oeta, a fteep and woody range of hills, 
almoft impervious to his cavalry. They ftretched 
from Eaft to Weft, to the edge of the fea-ftiore ; 
and left, between the precipice and the Malian ‘ 

Gulf, an interval of three hundred feet, which, in 
fome places, was contrafted to a road capable of 
admitting only a Angle carriage ®. In this narrow 
pafs of Thermopylae, where Leonidas and the 
three hundred Spartans had glorioufly devoted 
their lives, the Goths might have been ftopped, 
or deftroyed, by a fkilful general j and perhaps 
the view of that facred fpot might have kindled 
fome’ fparks of military ardour in the breafts of 
the degenerate Greeks. The troops which had 
been pofted to defend the ftreights of Thermo- 
pylae, retired, as they were direfled, without at- 
tempting to difturb the fecure and rapid paflage 

6 Compare Herodotus (I. vii. c. 176.) and Livy (xxxvi. 15.). 

The narrow entrance of Greece was probably enlarged by each fuc- 
'xellive ravilher. ' 

N 2 “ of 
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C’ H A P, of Alaric ’ ; and the fertile fields of Phocis, and 
XXX 

V < Baeotia, were inftantly covered by a deluge of 
Barbarians} who maflacred the males of an age 
to bear arms, and drove away the beautiful fe- 
males, with the fpoil, and cattle, of the flaming 
villages. The travellers, who vifited Greece fe- 
• veral years afterwards, could eafily difcover the 
• deep and bloody traces of the march of the 

' Goths ; and Thebes was lefs indebted for her pre- 
fervation to the ftrength of her feven gates, than 
to the eager hafte of Alaric, who advanced to oc- 
cupy the city of Athens, and the important har- 
bour of the Pirasus. The fame impatience urged 
him to prevent the delay and danger of a fiege, 
by the offer of a capitulation ; and as foon as the 
Athenians heard the voice of the Gothic herald, 
they were eafily perfuaded to deliver the greateft 
part of their wealth, as the ranfoin of the city of 
Minerva, and its inhabitants. The treaty was 
' ratified by folemn oaths, and obferved with mu- 

tual fidelity. The Gothic prince, with a fmail 
and fcleift train, was admitted within the walls j 
he indulged himfelf in the refreflimcnt of the 
bath, accepted a fplendid banquet which was 
provided by the magiftrate, and affeded to Ihew 
that he was not ignorant of the manners of civil- 
ifed nations'*. But the whole territory of Attica, 

from 

T -Ut palkd, fays- Euliapius (in Vit. Philofojili. p. 93. edit. Com- 
meliii, 1596.), tiuough the llreights, t.x ixt (of Thermopylae) 

vrafchSttj fix xxi 

* In obedience to Jerom, and Claudien (in Rufin. 1 . ii. igi'.), I 
have n-.ixed foine darker colours in the mild reprefentation of Zofi- 
mut, who wiflicd to foften the calamities of Athens. ■* 

. ^ . Xec 
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from the promontory of Sunium to the town of 
Megara, was blafted by his baleful prefencej and, 
if we may ufe the comparifon of a contemporary 
philofopher, Athens itfelf refembledthe bleeding 
and empty flcin of a flaughtered vidlim. The 
diftance between Megara and Corinth could not 
much exceed thirty miles ; but the bad road, an 
exprefllve name, which it (till bears among the 
the Greeks, was, or might eafily have been made, 
impaflable for the march of an enemy. The 
thick and gloomy woods of Mount Cithasron co- 
vered the inland country; the Scironian rocks 
approached the water’s edge, and hung over the ^ 
narrow and winding path, which was confined 
above fix miles along the fea-ftiore Thepalfage 
of thofe rocks, fo infamous in every age, was ter- 
minated by the ifthmus of Corinth; and a fmall 
body of firm and intrepid foldiers might have fuc- 
cefsfully defended a temporary intrenchment of 
five or fix miles from the Ionian to the Aegean 
fea.' The confidence of the cities of Peloponnefus, , 

in their natural rampart, had tempted them to 

Nec fcra Cecropias traxiflTcnt vincula matres. 

SyneCus (Epift. civi. p. 272. edit. Petav.) obfevves, that Athens, 
whofe fufferings he imputes to the pioconibrs avarice, was at tliat 
tiiiic lefs famous for her fchools of philofophy than for her trade of 
honey. 

9 ■ Vallata mail Sclronia rupes, 

Et duo continuo conneftens sequora muro 

liUimos ‘ ' 

Claudian dc Bell. Gctico, 188. 

The Scironian rocks are deferibed by Paufanias ( 1 . i. c. 44.. p. 107. 
edit. Kuhn) and our modern travellers, Wheeler (p. 436.) and 
Chandler (p. 298.). Hadrian made the road pafiablc for two car-' 
riages. 

t 
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neglefl the care of their antique walls j and the 
avarice of the Roman governors had exhaufted 
and betrayed the unhappy province Corinth, 
Argos, Sparta, yielded without refiftance to the 
arms of the Goths ; and the moft fortunate of the 
inhabitants were faved, by death, from beholding 
the flavery of their families, and the conflagra- 
tion of their cities The vafes and ftatues were 
diftributed among the Barbarians, with more re- 
gard to the value of the materials, than to the 
elegance of the workmanfliip j the female cap- 
tives fubmitted to the laws of war j the enjoy- 
ment of beauty was the reward of valour } and 
the Greeks could not reafonably complain of an 
abufe, which was juftified by the example of the 
heroic times **. The defeendants of that extra- 
ordinary people, who had confidered valour and 
difeipline as the walls of Sparta, no longer re- 
membered the generous reply of their anefeftors 
to an invader more formidable than Alaric. ** If 
“ thou art a god, thou wilt not hurt thofe who 
have never injured thee ; if thou art a man, 

Claudian (in Rufin. 1 . ii. iS6. and de Bello Getico, 6ii, See.) 
Taguely, though forcibly, delineates the feene of rapine and de- 
ftruAion. 

” T(t( fUKifit xat TiTfwif, &c. Thefe generous lines of 

Homer (Odyff. 1 . v. 306.) were tranferibed by one of the captive 
youths of Corinth : and the tears of Mummius may prove that the 
mde conqueror, though he was ignorant of the value of an original 
piAure, pofTefied the pureft fource of good tafte, a benevolent heart 
(Plutarch, Sympofiac. 1 . ix. tom. ii. p. 737. edit. Wechel.). 

'* Homer perpetually deferibes the exemplary patience of thefe 
female captives, who gave their charms, and even their hearts, tt> 
the murderers of their fathers, brothers, &e. Such a paflion (of 
Briphile for Achilles) is touched with admirable delicacy by Racine. 

“ advance ; 

• 0 * • ^ 
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advance: — and thou wilt find men equal to 
** thyfelf’.” From Thermopylze to Sparta, the 
leader of the Goths purfued his viftorious march 
without encountering any mortal antagonifts : 
but one of the advocates of expiring Paganifm 
has confidently afferted, that the walls of Athens 
were guarded by the goddefs Minerva, with her 
formidable .®gis, and by the angry phantom of 
Achilles ; and that the conqueror was difmayed 
by the prefence of the hoftilc deities of Greece. 

In an age of miracles, it would perhaps be unjuft 
to difpuce the claim of the hiftorian Zofimus to 
the common benefit i yet it cannot be diflembled, 
that the mind of Alaric was ill prepared to re- 
ceive, either in fleeping or waking vifions, the 
imprellions of Greek fuperftition. The fongs of 
Homer, and the fame of Achilles, had probably 
never reached the ear of the illiterate Barbarian ; 

, and the Chrifiian faith, which he had devoutly 
embraced, taught him to defpife the_ imaginary 
deities of Rome and Athens. The inVafion ,of 
the Goths, inftead of vindicating the honour, 
contributed, at leaft accidentally, to extirpate the 
laft remains of Paganifm j and the myfteries of 
Ceres, which had fubfifted eighteen hundred 

’J Plutarch (in Pyrrho, tom. ii. p. 471. edit. Brian) gives the ge- 
nuine anfwer in the Laconic dialcfl. Pyrrhus attacked Sparta with 
15,000 foot, 1000 horfe, and 14 elephants : and the defence of that 
Open town is a fine comment on the laws of Lycurgus, even in the 
lad ftage of decay. 

Such, perhaps, as Homer (Iliad, xx. 164.) has fo nobly 
painted him. 

N 4 , years. 
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c H^A P. years, did not furvive the deftrudion of Eleufis, 
.A,— v-~> and the calamities of Greece 
He is nt- Xhc laft hope of a people who could no longer 
stUkho^^ depend on their arms, their gods, or their fove- 
A.D. 397. reign, was placed in the powerful afliftance of 
the general of the Weftj and Stilicho, who had 
not been permitted .to repulfe, advanced to chaf- 
tife, the invaders of Greece'®. A numerous fleet 
was equipped in the portsof Italy j and the troops, 
after a fhort and profperous navigation over the 
Ionian fea, were fafely difembarked on the ifth- 
mus, near the ruins of Corinth. The woody and 
mountainous country of Arcadia, the fabulous re- 
fidcnce of Pan and the Dryads, became the feene 
of a long and doubtful conflift between two ge- 
nerals not unworthy of each other. The Ikill and 
perfeverance of the Roman at length prevailed : 
and the Goths, after fiiftaining a confiderable lofs 
from difeafe and defertion, gradually retreated to 
the lofty mountain of Pholoe, near the fources of 
the Pencils, and on the frontiers of Elis j a facred 
country, which had forrnerly been exempted from 
^he calamities of war-'^. The camp of the Bar- 
’ ' ^ ' barians 

’5 EunspLus (in Vit. Philofoph. p. go — 93.) intimates, that a 
troop of Monks betrayetl Greece, and followed the Gothic camp. 

'0 For Stilicho’s Greek war, compaie tlic honeft narrative of 
Jtofmnis (j. y. p. 195, 196.), with the curious circumftantial flat- 
tery of Clatidian (i Conf. Stilich. i. i. 172—186. iv Conf. Hon. 
4.59 — +87.). As the event was not glorious, it is artfully thrown 
into the fliade. 

’7 The troops who marched through Elis delivered up their arms. 
This fecurity emiched the Eleans, who were lovers of a rural life. 

Kiches 
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barians was immediately befieged : the waters of *'^x**’ 

the river “ were diverted into another channel j 

and while they laboured under the intolerable 
preflurc of thirfl; and hunger, a ftrofig line of cir- 
cumvallation was formed to prevent their efcape. 

After thefe precautions, Stilicho, too confident of 
vi6tory, retired’ to enjoy his triumph, in the the- 
atrical games, and lafcivious dances, of the 
Greeks; his foldiers, .deferring their ftandards, 
fpread themfelves over the country of their allies, 
which they (tripped of all that had been faved from 
therapacious handsof the enemy. Alaric appears to 
have feized the favourable moment to execute one 
of thofe hardy eriterprifes, in which the abilities of 
a general are difplayed with more, ‘genuine luftre, 
than in the tumult of a day of battle. To extri- 
cate himfelf from the prifon-of Peloponnefus, it 
was neceffary that he fhould pierce the intrench- 
ments which furrounded his camp ; that he Ihould 
perform a difficult and dangerous march of thirty 
miles, as far as the Gulf of Corinth ; and that he 
Ihould tranfportliis troops, his captives, and his 


Riches begat priilc ; they dlfdalned their privilege, and tliey fuffered. 
Polybius advilcs them to retire once more within their magic circle. 
See a learned and judicious difeourfe on the Olympic games, which 
Mr. Well has prefixed to his tianlbtion of Pindar. 

Claudian (in Iv Conf. H#i. 480.) alludes to the fafl, without 
naming the river: perhips the Alphtus (i Conf. Stil. 1 . i. 185.). 

' ' lit Alpheus Gcticis anguftiis acervis 

Taidior ad Siculos etiamnum pergit amores. 

Yet I (honld prefer the Peneus, a fliallqw ftream in a wide and deep 
bed, which runs through Elis, and falls into the fea below Cylenne. 
It had been joined with the Alpheus, to cleanfe the Augean liable 
(Ccilarius, torn. i. p. 76b. Chaiidlei’s Travels, p. *86.). 

^ fpoil. 
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fpoil, over an arm of the fea, which, in the nar- 

row interval between Rhium and the oppofite 

Epmis ** is at lead: half a mile in breadth ‘®. The 

operations of Alaric muft have been fecret, pru- 
dent, and rapid ; fince the Roman general was 
confounded by the intelligence, that the Goths, 
who had eluded his efforts, were in full pofleflion 
of the important province of Epirus. This un- 
fortunate delay allowed Alaric fufficient time to 
conclude the treaty, which he fccretly negociated, ' 
with the miniflers of Conftantinople. The ap- 
prehenfion of a civil war compelled Stilicho to re- 
tire, at the haughty mandate of his rivals, from 
the dominions of Arcadius ; and he refpefted, in 
the enemy of Rome, the honourable charafter of 
the ally 'and fervant of the emperor of the Eaft. 

Alaric is A Grecian philofophet who vifited Conftan- 
tinople foon after the death of Theodofius, pub- 
' lifhed his liberal opinions concerning the duties of 

iiiyricum, kings, and the ftate of the Roman republic. 

A, 0,398. Syncfius obferves, and deplores the fatal abufe, 
which the imprudent bounty of* the late emperor 
had introduced into the military fervice. The 
citizens, and fubjeds, had purchafed an exemp- 
tion from the indifpenfable duty of defending 

>0 Strabo, 1 . viii. p. 517. Flin.^Hift, Natur. iv. 3. WHieeler, 
p. 308. Chandler, p. 275. They mealured, from different points, 
the diftance between the two lands. 

ao Synefius paffed three years (A. D. 397 — 400.) at Conftan- 
tinople, as deputy from Cyrene to the emperor Arcadius. He pre- 
fented him with a crown of gold, and pronounced before liim the 
tnftniftive oration d« Regno fp. t— 32. edit. Petav. Paris i6iz.)'. 
The Philofopher was made bilhop of Ptolemais, A. D. 410, and died 
about 430. See Tiileinont, Mem. Ecclcf. tom. xii. p. 499. 554. 
6S3-685. 

their 
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their country; which was fupported by the arms 
of Barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of Scy- w. -w— ^ 
thia were permitted to difgrace the illuftrious dig- 
nities of the empire ; their ferocious youth, who 
difdained the falutary reftraint of laws, were more 
anxious to acquire the riches, than to imitate the 
arts, of a people, the objeft of their contempt and 
hatred ; and the power of the Goths was the ftone 
of Tantalus, perpetually fufpended over the peace 
and fafety of the devoted ftate. The meafures, 
which Synefius recommends, are the diftates of a 
bold and generous patriot. He exhorts the em- 
peror to revive the courage of his fubjefts, by the 
example of manly virtue ; to banifh Iflxury from 
the court, and from the camp ; to fubftitute, in 
the place of the Barbarian mercenaries, an army 
of men, interefted in the defence of their laws 
and of their property ; to force, in fuch a mo- 
ment of public* danger, the mechanic from his 
fhop, and the philofopher from his fchool ; to 
roufe the indolent citizen from his dream of plea- 
fure, and to arm, for the protection of agriculture, 
the hands of the laborious hulbandman. At the 
head of fuch troops, who might deferve the name, 
and would difplay the fpirir, of Romans, he ani- 
mates the fon of Theodofius to encounter a race 
of Barbarians, who were deftitute of any real 
courage ; and never to lay down his arms, till he 
had chaced them far away into the folitudes of 
Scythia ; or had reduced them to the ftate of ig- 
nominious fervitude, which the Lacedtemonians 
formerly impofed on the captive Helots”. The 

** Sjnelius de Regno, p. %t^6, 

court 
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CH^A P. court of Arcadius indulged the zeal, applauded 
1 ' _■ the eloquence, and ncglcfted the advice, of Sy- 

nefius. Perhaps the philofopher, who addreffes 
the emperor of the Eaft, in the language of 
rcafon and virtue, which he might have ufed 
to a Spartan king, had not condefcended to 
form a pradicable fchcme, confiftent with- the 
temper, and circumft'ances, of a degenerate age. 
Perhaps the pride of the minifters, whofe bufinefs 
was feldom interrupted b/ refledion, might re- 
jeft, as wild and vifionary, every propofal, which 
exceeded the meafure of their capacity, and de- 
viated from the forms and precedents of office. 
While the'oration of Synefius, and the downfalof 
tho, Barbarians, were the topics of popular conver- 
fation, an edict was publifhed at Conftantinople, 
which declared the promotion of Alaric to the 
rank of mailer-general of the Eaftern Illyricum. 
The Roman provincials, and the allies, who had 
refpected the faith of treaties, \yerejuftly indig- 
nant,- that the ruin of Greece and Epirus ihould 
be.fo liberally rewarded. The Gothic conqueror 
•was^ received as a lawful magiilrate, in the cities 
which he had fo lately befieged. The fathers, 
whofe fons he had malTacred, the hufbands, whofe 
wives he had violated, were fubjed: to his autho- 
rity : and the fuccefs of his rebellion encouraged 
the ambition of every leader of the foreign mer- 
cenaries. The ufe to which Alaric applied his 
new command, diftinguillies the firm and judi- 
cious charader of his policy. He iflTued his orders 
to the fpur magazines and manufadures of offen- 
five and dcfcnfive' arms, Margus, Ratiaria, Naif- 

fus. 
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fus, and Theflalonica, to provide his troops with 
an extraordinary fupply offliields, helmets, fwords, ^ j 
and fpears j the unhappy provincials were com- 
pelled to forge the inftruments of their own de- 
llrudlion j and the Barbarians removed the only 
defedl which had fometimes difappointed the ef- 
forts of their courage The birth of Alaric, 
the glory of his paft exploits, and the confidence 
in his future defigns, infenfibly united the body 
of the nation under his viftorious ftandard ; and, 
with the unanimous confent of the Barbarian 
chieftains, the mafter-general of lllyricum was 
elevated, according to ancient cuftom, on afhield, 
and folemnly proclaimed king of the Vifigoths 
Armed with this double power, feated on the goths. 
verge of the two empires, he alternately fold his 
deceitful promifes to the courts of Arcadius and 
Honorius till he declared and executed his re- 
folution of invading the dominions of the Weft, 

The provinces of Europe which belonged to the 

zi ' . qui foedera rumpit 

Ditatur : qui fervat, eget : vaftator Achiv* 

Gentis, et Epiniin nuper populatus inultam 
' Prsefidct lUyrico : jam, quos obfedit, amicos 
Ingreditur murosj illis rerponfa datums 
Quoium conjugibis potijur, natofque peremit. 

Claudlan in Eutiop. i. ii. 212. Alaric applauds his own policy (de 
Bell. Getic. 533— 543-), in the ufe which he had made of this Illy- 
rian jurifdmion. 

Jomandes, c. 29. p. 651. The Gothic hiftorian adds, with 
unufuai fpirit. Cum fuis dcliberans fuafit fuo labore quserere.rcgna, 
quam alienis perutium fubjacere. 

*4 Difeors odiifque anceps civilibus Oibis , 

Non fua vis nttata diu, dum foedera fallax 
Ludit, et alteruz perjuria venditat aula:. 

, Claudian dc Bell. Get. 565. t 

Eaftern 
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C^AP. Eaftern emperor, were already exhauftedj thofe 
t_ _f of Afia were inacceflible } and the ftrength of 
Conftantinople had refilled his attack. But he 
was tempted by the fame, the beauty, the wealth 
of Italy, which he had twice vifited j and he fe- 
cretly afpired to plant the Gothic ftandard on the 
walls of Rome, and to enrich his army with the 
accumulated fpoils of three hundred triumphs **. 
He Invades The fcarcity of fafls and the uncertainty of 
dates ”, oppofe our attempts to deferibe the cir- 
400— +0$. cumftances of the firft invafion of Italy by the 
arms of Alaric. His march, perhaps from Thef- 
falonica, through the warlike and hoftile country 
of Pannonia, as far as the foot of the Julian 
Alps ; his paflTage of thofe mountains, which 
were ftrongly guarded- by troops and intrench- 
ments ; the fiege of Aquilcia, and the conqueft 
of the provinces of Iftria and Venetia, appear to 
have employed a confiderablc time, Unlcfs his 
operations were extremely cautious and flow, the 


Alpibus Itali* niptis penetrabis ad Vrhtm. 

This authentic prediilion was announced by Alaric, or at leaft by 
Claudian (de Bell. Cetico, 54-7.), feven years before the event. But 
as it was not aceomplilhed within the term which has been raflily 
fixed, the interpreters efcaped through an ambiguous meaning. 

*6 Our beft materials are 970 verfe^ of Claudian, in the poem on 
the Getic war, and the beginning of that which celebrates the fixth 
confuHhip of Honorlus. Zofimus is totally iilent ; and we are re* 
duced to fuch feraps, or rather crumbs, as we can pick from Orofiut 
and the Chronicles. ' 

*7 Notwithftanding the grofs eiTors of Jomandes, who confounds 
the Italian wars of Alaric (c. 39.), his date of the confulihip of 
Stilicho and Aurelian (A. D. 400.) is firm and relpeftable. It Is 
certain, from Claudian (Tillcmont Hill, des Emp. tom. v. p. 804.), 
that the battle of Polleutia was fought A. D. 40}; but we cannot 
cafily All the interval. 

length 
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length of the interval would fuggeft a probable 
fufpicion, that the Gothic king retreated towards i_ , r 
the banks of the Danube; and reinforced his 
army with frefli fwarms of Barbarians, before he 
again attempted to penetrate into the heart of 
Italy. Since the public and important events 
efcape the diligence of the hiftorian, he may 
amufe himfelf with contemplating, for a moment, 
the influence of the arms of Alaric on the fortunes 
of two obfcure individuals, a prelbyter ofAquileia, 
and an hufbandman of Verona. The learned Ru- 
finus, who was fummoned by his enemies to ap- 
pear before a Roman fynod wifely preferred 
the dangers of a befieged city j and the Barba- 
rians, who furioufly Ihook the walls of Aquileia, 
might fave him from the cruel fentence of another > 
heretic, who, at the requeft of the fame biftiops, 
was feverely whipped, and condemned to per- ' 
petual exile on a defert ifland The old man 
who had paflTed his Ample and innocent life in the 
neighbourhood of Verona, was a ftranger to the 


Tantum Romanae urbis judicium fugis, ut magis obiidionem 
bai'baricam, (^xcapacaia urbis judicium velis I'uftinere. Jerom. tom. 
ii. p. 159. Rufinus underftood his own danger : the peaceful city 
was inflamed by the beldam Marcella, and the red of Jerom's 
faction. 

*9 Jovinian, the enemy of falls and of celibacy, who was perfe- 
cuted and infulted by the furious Jerom (Jortin’s Remarks, vol. iv. 
p. 104, &c,). See the original edift of banilhment in the Theodofian 
Code, 1 . xyi. tit. v. leg. 43. 

JO This epigram (de Sene Vevonenfi qui fuburbiura nufqnam 
egreflus eft), is one of the earlieft and mod pleafing compofitions of 
Ciaudian. Cowley’s imitation (Hurd’s edition, vol. ii. p. 241.) 
has fome natural and happy ftrokes : but it is much inferior to the 
original portrait, which is evidently drawn from the life. 

quarrels 
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CHAP, -quarrels both of kings and bifhops ; his pleafures, 
his defires, his knowledge, were confined within 
the little circle of his paternal farm ; and a ftafF 
fupported his aged fteps, on the fame ground 
where he had fported in his infancy. Yet even 
this humble and ruftic felicity (which Claudian 
defcribes with fo much truth and feeling) was 
ftili cxpofed to the undiftinguifhing rage of war. 
His trees, his old comemforary trees muft blaze 
in the conflagration of the whole country j a de- 
tachment of Gothic cavalry might fwcep away his 
cottage and his family ; and the power of Alaric 
could deftroy this happinefs, which he was not 
able either to tafte, or to bellow. “ Fame,” 
fays the poet, “ encircling with terror her gloomy 
, wings, proclaimed the march of the Barbarian 

army, and filled Italy with confternation 
the apprehenfions of each individual were increafed 
in juft proportion to the meafure of his fortune : 
and the moft timid, who had already embarked 
their valuable erFeds, meditated their efcape to 
the iftand of Sicily, or the African coaft. The 
public diftrefs was aggravated by the fears and re- 
proaches of fuperftition Every hour produced 

3 * Ingentem meminit parvo qui germine quercum 
^quaevumque viclet confenuifle nemus. 

A neighbouring wood bom with himfelf he fees. 

And loves his old contemporary trees. 

In this palTage, Cowley is perhaps fuperior to his original ; and the 
Eoglilh poet, who was a good botanift, has concealed the oab, under 
a more general expreffion. 

3 * Claudian de Bell. Get. 199 — 166. He may feem prolix : but 
fear and fuperftition occupied as large a Ipace in the minds of the 
Italians. 

fome 
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fome horrid tale of ftrange and portentous acci- 
dents : the Pagans deplored the negleft of omens, 
and the interruption of facrifices ; but the Chrift- 
ians (till derived fome comfort from the powerful 
interceflion of the faints and martyrs 

The emperor Honorius was diftin^uifiied, above Hononus 
his fubjects, by the pre-eminence of fear, as well Milan, 
as of rank. The pride and luxury in which he 
was educated, had not allowed him to fufpeft, 
that there exifted on the earth any power pre- 
fumptuous enough to invade the repofe of the 
fucceflbr of Auguftus. The arts of flattery con- 
cealed the impending danger, till Alaric ap- 
proached the palace of Milan. But when the 
found of war had awakened the young emperor, 
inftead of flying to arms with the fpirit, or even 
the ralhnefs, of his age, he eagerly liftened to 
thofe timid counfellors, who propofed to convey 
his facred perfon, and his faithful attendants, to 
fome fecure and diftant ftation in the provinces 
of Gaul. Stilicho alone had courage and au- 
thority to refill: this difgraceful meafure, which 
would have abandoned Rome and Italy to the 
Barbarians j but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately detached to the Rhtetian frontier, 
and as the fource of new levies was flow and pre- 

»5 From llie pa(n:ges ofPnulinus, which Baronins has produced 
(Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 403, N° 51. )> ** ‘s manifed, that the gene- 
ral alarm had pervaded all Italy, as far as Nola in Campania, where 
that famous penitent had fixed his abode. 

3 + Solus crat Stilicho, &c. is the cxclufive commendation which 
Claudian bellows (de Bell. Get. 267.), without condtfeending to 
except the emperor. How inlignificant mull Honorius have appeared 
in his own couit 1 

VoL.V. O carious. 
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CHAP, carious, the general of the Weft could only pro- 
V f inife, that, if the court of Milan would maintain 
their ground during his abfence, he would foon 
return with an army equal to the encounter of the 
Gothic king. Without lofing a moment (while 
each moment was fo important to the public 
fafety) Stilicbo haftily embarked on the Larian 
lake, afcended the mountains of ice and fnow, 
amidft the feverity of an Alpine winter, and fud- 
denly reprefled, by his unexpefted prefence, the 
enemy, who had difturbed the tranquillity of 
Rhaetia*’. The Barbarians, perhaps fome tribes 
of the Alemanni, refpeCled the firmnefs of a chief, 
who ftill affiimed the language of command j 
and the choice which he condefcended to make, 
of a feledl number of their braveft youth, was con- 
fidered as a mark of his efteem and favour. The 
cohorts, who were delivered from the neighbour- 
ing foe, diligently repaired to the Imperial ftand- 
ard } and Stilicho ifiued his orders to the moft 
remote troops of the Weft, to advance, by rapid ‘ 
marches, to the defence of Honorius and of Italy. 
The fortrefles of the Rhine were abandoned; and 
the fafety of Gaul was protefted only by the faith 
of the Germans, and the ancient terror of the 
Roman name. Even the legion, which had been 
ftationed to guard the wall of Britain againft the 
Caledonians of the North, was haftily recalled 

and 

JS The face of the countrj', and the hardiiiefs of Stilicho, are 
finely deferibed (de Edl. Get. 340 — 363.). 

'6 Venit et extiemi.'! Icgio pnetenta Britannia 
Qn* Scoto dat frena truci. 

De Bell. Get. 416. 

Yet 
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land a numerous body of the cavalry of the Alani 
was perfuaded to engage in the fervice of the ■ j 
emperor, who anxioufly expeded the return of 
his general* The prudence and vigour of Stili- 
cho were confpicuous on this occafion, which 
revealed, at the fame time, the weaknefs of the 
falling empire. The legions of Rome, which 
had long fince languiflied in the gradual decay of 
difeipline and courage, were exterminated by the 
Gothic and civil wars ) and it was found impof- 
fible, without exhaufting and expofing the pro- 
vinces, to aflemble an army for the defence of 
Italy. 

When Stilicho feemed to abandon his fove- He is pur- 
reign in the unguarded palace of Milan, he had befegedby 
probably calculated the term of his abfence, 
the diftance of the enemy, and the obftacles that 
might retard their march. He principally de- 
pended on the rivers of Italy, the Adige, the 
Mincius, the Oglio, and the Addua •, which, in 
the winter or fpring, by the fall of rains, or by 
the melting of the fnows, are commonly fwelled 
into broad and impetuous torrents ”. But the 
feafon happening to be remarkably dry and the 

Yet the moft rapid march from Edinburgh, or Newcaftle, to Milan, 
muft have required a longer fp-.ice of time than Claudian feemS wil- 
ling to allow for the duration of the Gothic war. 

37 Every traveller muft rccolleft the face of Lombardy (fee Fon- 
tcnellc, tom. v. p. 279.), which is often tormented by the capricious 
and irregular abundance of waters. The Auftrians, before Genoa, 
were encamped in the dry bed of the Polcevera. “ Ne farebbe” 

(fays Mui atori) “ mai paflato per mentc a que buoni Alemanni, 

“ che quel picciolo torrente potefle, per cofi dire in un inftante can* 

“ giarfi in un terribil gigante.” (Annal. d'ltalia, torn, xvi, p. 443. 

Milan, 1753, ?vo. edit.) 

O 2 Goths 
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rnake, that his breaft had never been fufceptible ^ 

q { fear, did not probably obtain much credit, even -j 

in his own court In the lad, and almoft hope- 
lefs extremity, after the Barbarians had already 
propofed the indignity of a capitulation, the Im- 
perial captive was fuddenly relieved by the fame, 
the approach, and at length the prefence of the 
hero, whom he had fo long expected. At the 
head of a chofen and intrepid vanguard, Stilicho 
fwam the ftream of the Addua, to gain the time 
which he mufl have lofl; in the attack of the 
bridge ; the pafiage of the Po was an enterprile 
of much lefs hazard and difficulty ; and the fuc- 
cefsful action, in which he cut his way through 
the Gothic camp under the walls of Afta, re- 
vived the hopes, and vindicated the honour, of 
Rome, Inflead of grafping the fruit of his vic- 
tory, the Barbarian was gradually invefted, on 
every fide, by the troops of the Welt, who fuc- 
ceffively iffued through all the pafles of the Alps j 
his quarters were flraightened ; his convoys were 
intercepted j and the vigilance of the Romans 
prepared to form a chain of fortifications, and to 
befiege the lines of the befiegers. A military 
council was alTembled of the long-haired chiefs 
of the Gothic nation j of aged warriors, whofe 
bodies were wrapped in furs, and whofe ftern 
countenances were marked with honourable 
wounds. They weighed the glory of perfifting 

4 ' Nec me timer impulit ulliis. He might hold this proud lan- 
guage tlie next year at Rome, five hundred miles from the feene of 
danger (vi Conf. Hon. 449.). 

o 3 m 


DJgitized by Google 



tgS THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, in their attempt againft the advantage of fecuring 
^ ■ their plunder i and they recommended the pru- 

dent meafure of a'feafonable retreat. In this im- 
portant debate, Alaric difplayed the fpirit of the 
conqueror of Rome; and after he had reminded 
his countrymen of their atchievements and of their 
defigns, he concluded his animating fpeech, by 
the folemn and pofitive affuriince, that he was 
refolved to find in Italy, either a kingdom, or a 
grave 

battle of The loofe difcipline of the Barbarians always 
expofed them to the danger of a furprife •, bur, 
March ig. Jnftead of chufing the diflblute hours of riot and 
intemperance, Stilicho refolved to attack the 
Chrijlian Goths wliilfl: they were devoutly em- 
ployed in celebrating the feftival of Eafter 
The execution of the ftratagem, or, as it was 
termed by the clergy, of the facrilege, was en- 
trufted to Saul, a Barbarian and a Pagan, who 
had ferved, however, with diflinguilhed reputa- 
tion among the veteran generals of Theodofius. 
,The camp of the Goths, which Alaric had pitched 


Hanc ego vel viflor regno, vel morte tenebo 
Viflus, huninm — — - 

The fpeeches (de Bell. Get. 4.7J — 54-9-). of the Gothic Neftor, and 
Atliillcs, arc ftrong, charafteril'tic, adapted to the circumftances j 
and poflibly not lefs genuine than thofe of Livy. 

4! Oiofitis ( 1 . vii. c. 77.) is fliocked at the impiety of the Ro- 
mans, who attacked, on Eafter-Sunday, fuch pious Chriftians. Yet, 
at the fame time, public prayers were oft'ered at the (hrine of Su. 
Thomas of Edclfa, for the deftruflion of the Arian robber. Set 
Tillemont (Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 519.), who quotes an homily, 
which has been eiToncoufly aferibed to St. Chi7foftom, 
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in the neighbourhood of Pollentia**, was thrown 
into confufion by the fudden and impetuous 
charge of the Imperial cavalry j but, in a few 
moments, the undaunted genius of their leader 
gave them an order, and a field, of battle ; and, 
as foon as they had recovered from their aftonifli- 
ment, the pious confidence, that the God of the 
Chriftians would aflert their caufc, added new 
ftrength to their native valour. In this engage- 
ment, which was long maintained with equal 
courage and fuccefs, the chief of the Alani, whofe 
diminutive and favage form concealed a magna- 
nimous foul, approved his fufpefted loyalty, by 
the zeal with which he fought, and fell, in the 
fervice of the republic j and the fame of this gal- 
lant Barbarian has been imperfedly preferved ia 
the verfes of Claudian, fince the poet, who cele- 
brates his virtue, has omitted the mention of 
his name. His death was followed by the flight 
and difmay of the fquadrons which he command- 
ed i and the defeat of the wing of cavalry might 
have decided the victory of Alaric, if Stilicho had 
not immediately led the Roman and Barbarian 
infantry to the attack. The Ikill of the general, 
and the bravery of the foldiers, furmounted every 
obftacle. In the evening of the bloody day, the 
Goths retreated from the field of battle; the in- 
trenchments of their camp were forced, and the 
feene of rapine and flaughter made fome atone- 

4 + The veftiges of Pollentia are twenty-five miles to the fouth-eafti 
cf Turin. Vrbi, in the fame neighbourhood, was a royal chace of 
the kings of Lombardy, and a fmall river, which excufed the pre- 
diflion, “ penetrabis ad urbem." (Cluver. Ital. Antiq. tom. i. 
p. S3— 85.) 
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calamities which they had inflicled 
» ,'_f on the fubjeds of the empire The magnificent 

fpoils of Corinth and Argos enriched the veterans 
of the Weft j the captive wife of Alaric, who had 
impatiently claimed his promife of Roman jewels 
and Patrician handmaids was reduced to im- 
plore the mercy of the infulting foe; and many 
thoufand prifoners, releafed from the Gothic 
chains, difperfed through the provinces of Italy 
the praifes of their heroic deliverer. The triumph 
of Stilicho was compared by the poet, and per- 
haps by the public, to that of Marius; who, in 
the fame part of Italy, had encountered and de- 
ftroyed another army of northern Barbarians. 
The huge bones, and the empty helmets, of the 
Gimbri and of the Goths, would eafily be con- 
founded by fucceeding generations ; and pofterity 
might ere6t a common trophy to the memory of 
the two moft illuftrious generals, who had van- 
quiflied, on the fame memofable ground, the 
two moft formidable enemies of Rome 

The 

Orofius wifhes, in doubtful words, to infinuate the defeat of 
the Romans. “ Pugnantes vicimus, viflores vifli fumtts.” Profper 
(in Chron.) makes it an equal and bloody battle; but the Gothic 
writers, CafTiodorius (in Chron.) andjornandes (dc Reb. Get. c. 29.) 
claim a decifive viftoiy. 

4* Demens Aufonidum gemmata racnilia matrum, 

Romanafque aha famulas cervice pete^rat. 

De Bell. Get. Gay. 

47 Claudian (de Bell. Get. 580 — 647.) and Prudentius (in Sym- 
mach. 1 . it, 694 — 719.) celebrate, without ambiguity, the Roman 
viflory of Pollentia. They arc poetical and party writers; yet 
forae credit is due to the moft fufpicious witnefles, who are checked 
by the recent noto’’iety of fafts. 

4S Claudian’s peroration is ftrong and elegant ; but the identity 
pf the Chnbric and Gothic fields, muft be underftood (like Virgil’s 

Phiiippqj 
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The eloquence of Claudian has celebrated, C H A P. 

1 ^ XXX. 

with lavilh applaufe, the vidlory of Pollentia, one ■_ — ' « 
of the mod glorious days in the life of his patron 
but his reluflant and partial mufe bcftows more ofAiaric. 
genuine praife on the charafter of the Gothic 
king. His name is indeed branded with the re- 
proachful epithets of pirate and robber, to which 
the conquerors of every age are fojudly entitled ; 
but the poet of Stilicho is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Alaric pofl'effed the invincible temper 
of mind, which rifcs fiiperior to every misfortune, ' 
and derives new refources from adverfity. After 
the total defeat of his infantry, he cfcaped, or ra- * 
ther withdrew, from the field of battle, with the 
greatefl part of his cavalry entire and unbroken* 
Without wafting a moment to lament the irre- 
parable lofs of fo many brave companions, he left 
his vidorious enemy to bind in chains the captive 
images of a Gothic king*'’; and boldly refolved 
to break through the unguarded pafles of the 
Apennine, to fpread defolation over the fruitful 
face of Tufcany, and to conquer or die before the 

Philippi, Georgic i. 490.) according to the loofe geography of a 
poet. Vercell* and Pollentia are fixty miles from each other ; and 
the latitude is ftill greater, if the Cimbri were defeated in the wide 
and barren plain of Verona (Maffei, Verona Illuftrata, P. i. p. 54— 

6z.). 

47 Claudian and Prudentiijs muft be ftriftly examined, to redmee 
the figures, and extort the hiftoric fenfe of thofe poets. 

S'’ Et gravant cn airain fes freles avantages 
De mes etats conquis cnchainer les images. 

The praftice of expofing in triumph the images of kings and pro* 
vinccs, was fami|iar to the Romans. The bull of Mithridates him- 
fclf was twelve feet high, of malfy gold (Freinlhcm. Supplement 
Liviaij. ciii. 47.). 
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gates of Rome. The capital was favcd by the 
adtive and inceflant diligence of Stilicho : but he 
refpedted the defpair of his enemy j and, inftead 
of committing the fate of the republic to the 
chance of another battle, he propofed to purchafe 
the abfence of the Barbarians. The fpirit of 
Alaric would have rejedted fuch terms, the per- 
mifllon of a retreat, and the offer of a penfion, 
with contempt and indignation j but he excrcifed 
a limited and precarious authority over the inde- 
pendent chieftains, who had raifed him, for their 
fervice, above the rank of his equals j they were 
ftill lefs difpofed to follow an unfuccefsful gene- 
ral, and many of them were tempted to confult 
their intereft by a private negociation with the 
minifter of Honorius. The king fubmitted to 
the voice of his people, ratified the treaty with 
the empire of the Weft, and repaffed the Foj 
with the remains of the flouriftiing army which 
he had led into Italy, A confiderable part of the 
Roman forces ftill continued to attend his mo- 
tions ; and Stilicho, who maintained a fecret cor- 
refpondence with fome of the Barbarian chiefs, 
was pundtually apprifed of the defigns that were 
formed in the camp and council of Alaric. The 
king of the Goths, ambitious to fignalize his re- 
treat by fome fplendid atchievement, had re- 
folved to occupy the important city of Verona,^ 
which commands the principal paffage of the 
Rhastian Alps^ and, direfUng his march through 
the territories of thofe German tribes, whofe al- 
liance would reftore his exhaufted ftrength, to in- 
vade, on the fide of the Rhine, the wealthy and 

unfufpefling 
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unfufpefting provinces of Gaul. Ignorant of the 
treafon, which had already betrayed his bold and ,■ 

judicious enterprife, he advanced towards the 
palTes of the mountains, already poflefled by the 
Imperial troops ; where he was expofed, almoft 
at the fame inftant, to a general attack in the 
front, on his flanks, and in the rear. In this 
bloody aflion, at a fmall diftancc from the walls 
of Verona, the lofs of the Goths was not lefs 
heavy than that which they had fuftained in the 
defeat of PoHentiaj and their valiant king, who 
efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe, muft either 
have been flain or made prifoner, if the hafty 
ralhnefs of the Alani had not difappointed the 
meafures of the Roman general. Alaric fecured 
the remains of his army on the adjacent rocks j 
and prepared himfclf, with undaunted refolution, 
to maintain a fiege againfl: the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy, who inverted him on alt fides. 

Rut he could not oppofe the deftruftive progrefs 
of hunger and difeafe ; nor was it poflible for him 
to check the continual defection of his impatient 
and capricious Barbarians. In this extremity he 
ftill found refources in his own courage, or in 
the moderation of his adverfary; and the retreat 
of the Gothic king was confidered as the deliver- 
ance of Italy**. Yet the people, and even the 
clergy, incapable of forming any rational judg- 
ment of the bufinefs of peace and war, prefumed 
to arraign the policy of Stilicho, who fo often 
vanquifhed, fo often furrounded, and fo often 

5’ The Getic war and the fixth confuHhip of Honorius, obfeurely 
events of Abie’s retreat and lolTes. 

difmiflTed 
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CHAP, difmifled the implacable enemy of the republic. 
The firft moment of the public fafety is devoted 
to gratitude and joy ; but the fecond is diligently 
occupied by envy and calumny 
The tn- The citizens of Rome had been aftonifhed by 
MonoHus, the approach of Alaric j and the diligence with 
at Rome, they laboured to reftore the walls of the 

A. I/. 404. ^ ' 

capital, confefled their own fears, and the de- 
cline of t!ie empire. After the retreat of the 
Barbarians, Honorius was directed to accept the 
dutiful invitation of the fenate, and to celebrate, 
in the Imperial city, the aufpicious jcra of .the 
Gothic viftory, and of his fixth confulfliip 
The fuburbs and the ftreets, from the Milvian 
bridge to the Palatine mount, were filled by the 
, Roman people, who, in the fpace of an hundred 
years, had only thrice been honoured with the 
prefence of their fovereigns. While their eyes 
■were fixed on the chariot where Stilicho was de- 
fervedly feared by the fide of his royal pupil, they 
applauded the pomp of a triumph, which was not 
ftained, like that of Conftantine, or of Theodo- 
fius, with civil blood. The procefiion paffed 
under a lofty arch, which had been purpofely 
erefled : but in lefs than feven years, the Gothic 
conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able to read,, the fuperb infcription of that mo- 
nument, which attefied the total defeat and de- 


J- Tacco tie Alarico . . . fr:[;c vifto, fcpc conckifo, femperque 
dimillb. Oroi'ius, i. vii. c. 37. p. 567. Ciaudian (vi Conf. Hon. 
3iO.) drops tlic curuin with a fina imii^e. 

SJ The remainder of Caudian's po.;in on t!ie fixth confulfhip of 
Kbnoj'ius, dcicribes thejourniy, the triur.-.ph, and the games (330— 
660.). , 

ftrufliion 
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ftruilion of their nation The emperor refided 
feveral months in the capital, and every part of v,— 
his behaviour was regulated with care to conciliate 
the affc(5lion of the clergy, the fenate, and the 
people of Rome. The clergy was edified by his 
frequent vifits, and liberal gifts, to the flirines of 
the apoftles. The fenate, '..no, in the triumphal 
procelTion, had been excufed from the humiliat- 
ing ceremony of preceding on foot the Imperial 
chariot, was treated with the decent reverence 
which Stilicho always affeded for that alTembly. 

The people was repeatedly gratified by the atten- 
tion and courtefy of Honorius in the public 
games, which were celebrated on that occafion 
with a magnificence not unworthy of the fpefta- 
tor. As loon as the appointed number of chariot- 
races was concluded, the decoration of the Circus 
was fuddenly changed j the hunting of wild beafls 
afforded a various and fplendid entertainment; . 
and the chace was fucceeded by a military dance, . 
which feems, in the lively defcription of Claudian, 
to prefent the image of a modern tournament. 

In thefe games of Honorius, the inhuman cbm- Thegia- 
batsof gladiators” polluted, for the 1 aft time, the aboliihed. 
amphitheatre of Rome. The firft Chriftian em- 
peror may claim the honour of the firft edicft, 
which condemned the art and amufement of fhed- 

St Sec the Infcriplion in Mafeow's Hiftory of the Ancient Ger. 
mans, viii. ii. The words are pofitive and indifereet, Gctaruin 
nalionem in onine xvum domitain, &c. 

55 On the curious, though horrid, fubjeft of the gladiators, con- 
fult the two books of the Saturnalia of Lipfius, who, as an antljua- 
riati, is inclined to excul'e the praifice of aniijuity (tom. iii. p. 483 — 

545-). 
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CHAP, ding human blood but this benevolent law cx- 
^ ' ■ prefled the wiflics of the prince* without reform- 
ing an inveterate abufe, which degraded a civil- 
ifed nation below the condition of favage canni- 
bals. Several hundred, perhaps feveral thou- 
fand, victims were annually flaughtered in the 
great cities of the empire} and the month of 
December, more peculiarly devoted to the com- 
bats of gladiators, flill exhibited, to the eyes of 
the Roman people, a grateful fpedlacle of blood 
and cruelty. Amidft the general joy of the vic- 
tory of Pollentia, a Chriftian poet exhorted the 
emperor to extirpate, by his authority, the horrid 
cuftom which had fo long refilled the voice of hu- 
manity and religion”. The pathetic reprefenta- 
tions of Prudentius were lefs cffeftual than the 
generous boldnefs of Telemachus, an Afiatic 
monk, whofe death was more ufcful to mankind 
than his life The Romans were provoked by 
the interruption of their pleafures j and the rafti 
monk, who had defeended into the arena, to fe- 
parate the gladiators, was overwhelmed under -a 
Ihower of ftones. But the madnefs of the people 

yS Cod. Theodof. 1 . xv. tit. xii. leg. i. The Commentary of 
Oodefroy affords large materials (tom. v. p. 396.) for the hiftory of 
gladiators. 

57 Sec the peroration of Prudentius (in Symmach. 1 . ii. 

II 31.), who had doubtld’s read the eloquent inveftive of Laefantius 
(Divin. Inftitut. 1 . vi. c. 10.). The Chriftian apologifts have not 
fpared thefe bloody games, which were introduced in the religious 
fcftivals ofPaganil'm. 

sS Theodoret, 1 .' v. c. efi. I wifti to believe the ftory of St. Te- 
Icmachus. Yet no church has been dedicated, no altar has been 
crefled, to the only monk who died a martyr in the caufe of hu- 
manity. 
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Toonfubfided ; they refpefted the memory of Te- 
lemachus, who had deferred the honours of mar- 
tyrdom j and they fubmitted, without a mur- 
mur, to the laws of Honorius, which abolilhed 
for ever the human facrifices of the amphitheatre. 

The citizens, who adhered to the manners of 
their anceftors, might perhaps infinuate, tha.t 
the lafl: remains of a martial fpirit were preferved 
in this fchool of fortitude, which accuftomed the 
Romans to the fight of blood, and to the cor- 
tempt of death : a vain and cruel prejudice, Jb 
nobly confuted by the valour of ancient Greecf, 
and of modern Europe ! 

The recent .danger, to which the perfon of tie 
emperor had been expofed in the defencelefs pf- refidence 
lace of Milan, urged him to feek a retreat h 
fome inacceflible fortrefs of Italy, where hemigit A.D.404.. 
fecurely remain, while the open country was 9- 
vered by a deluge of Barbarians. On the coift 
of the Hadriatic, about ten or twelve miles fran 
the moft fouthern of the feven mouths of the Ib, 
the Thelfalians had founded the ancient coloiy 
of Ravenna which they afterwards refigntd 

W Ci udele gladiatorum fpeftaculum et inhumanum lumtuBis vHeri 
foleti et baud Jcio an ita fit, ut nunc fit. Cicero Tufculan. ii. 17. 

He faintly cenfures the aiufe, and warmly defends the ufc, of liele 
I'ports j oculis nulla poterat effe fortior contra dolorcm et moi'cm 
thfciplina. Seneca (epift. vii.) fliews the feelings of a man. 

This account of Ravenna is drawn from Strabo ( 1 . v. p. 37.), 

Pliny (iii. 20.), Stephen of Byzantium (fub voce Pafimo, p.^5«. 
edit. Berkel.)y Claudian (in vi Conf. Honor. 494, Sec,), Sidinius 
Apollinaris ( 1 . i. eplfi. v. 8.), Jornandes (de Reb. Get. c. zg.lJPro- 
coplus (de Bell. Gothic. 1 . i. c. i. p. 309, edit. Louvre), and duve- 
I'ius. (Ital. Antiq. torn. i. p. 301 — 307.). Yet I Hill want allocal 
sntiquai'ian, and a good topographical map, ' ' 

to 
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CHAP, to the natives of Umbria. Aupruilus, who had( 

XXX. . ^ . 

‘ obferved the opportunity of the place, prepared, 

’ at the diftance of three miles from the old lown^ 
a capacious harbour, for the reception of two 
hundred and fifty fhips of war. This naval efta- 
bliflimenr, which included the arfenals and maga- 
zines, the barracks of the troops, and the houfes 
cf the artificers, derived its origin and name from 
the permanent ftation of the Roman fleet j the 
intermediate fpace was foon filled with buildings 
aid inhabitants, and the three extenfive and po- 
pjlous quarters of Ravenna gradually contri- 
bjted to form one of the moft important cities of 
Iialy. The principal canal of Auguftus poured 
a copious ftream of the waters of the Po through 
tie midft of the city, to the entrance of the har- 
bour; the fame waters were; introduced into the 
piofound ditches that encompaflTed the walls; 
th;y were diftributed, . by a thoufand fubordinate 
cavals, into every part of the city, which they 
di'ided into a variety of fmall iflands; the com- 
minication was maintained only by the ufe of 
beats and bridges ; and the houfes of Ravenna, 
wlofe appearance may be compared to that of 
Veiice, were raifed on the foundation of wooden 
pil's. The adjacent country, to the diftance of 
mtny miles, was a deep and impalTable morafs ; 
anc the artificial caufeway, which connefled Ra- 
veina with the continent, might be eafily guard- 
ed, or dertroyed, on the approach of an hoftile 
arrry. Thefe moralTes were interfperfed, how- 
evei, with vineyards; and though the foil was 
exhiufted by four or five crops, the town enjoyed 

a more 
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a more plentiful fupply of wine than of frelh 
water **. The air, inftead of receiving the fickly, ^ 
and almoft pdlilential, exhalations of low and 
marfhy grounds, was diftinguifhed,like the neigh- 
bourhood of Alexandria, as uncommonly pure 
and falubrious ; and this Hngular advantage waa 
afcribed to the regular tides of the Hadriaticj 
which fwept the canals; interrupted the unwhole- 
fome ftagnation of the waters, and floated, every 
day, the vcffels of the adjacent country into the 
heart of Ravenna. The gradual retreat of the fea 
has left the modern city at the diftance of four 
miles from the Hadriatic } and as early as the 
fifth or fixth century of the Chriftian sera, the port 
of Auguftus was converted into pleafant orchards | 
and a lonely grove of pines covered the ground 
where the Roman fleet once rode at anchor 
Even this alteration contributed to encreafe the 
natural ftrength of the place j and the fliallow- 
nefs of the water was a fufficient barrier againft 
the large Ihips of the enemy. This advantageous 
fituation was fortified by art and labour ; and irt 
the twentieth year of his age; the emperor of the 


Martial (epigram lii. 56, 57.) plays on the trick of the knave, 
who had fold him wine inftead of water ; but he ferioufty declares, 
that aciftern, at Ravenna, is more valuable than a vineyard. Sido- 
nius complains that the town is deftitute of fountains and aquedufls ; 
and ranks the want of frelh water among the local evils, fuch as the 
croaking of frogs, the flinging of gnats, &c. 

6* The fable of Theodore and Honoria, which Di^den has fo ad- 
mirably tranfplantcd from Bocaccio (Giornata iii. novell. viii.) was 
a£led in the wood of Cbiaji, a corrupt word from Clajfis, the naval 
ftation, which, with the intermediate road or fubtlrb, the Ctrfarin 
conftituted the try/r city of Ravenna. • . 

VoL. V. ■ P ' ' Weft, 
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P. Weft, anxious only for his perfonal fafety, retired 

1^ , — to the perpetual confinement of the walls and 
morafles of Ravenna. The example of Hono- 
rius v/as imitated by his feeble fucceflbrs, the 
Gothic kings, and afterwards the Exarchs, who 
occupied the throne and palace of the emperors ; 
and, till the middle of the eighth century, Ra- 
venna was confidered a$ the feat of government, 
and the capital of Italy 

Thf revo- The fcats of Honorius were not without foun- 
dation, nor were his precautions without effeft. 

A.D.400. While Italy rejoiced in her deliverance from the 
Goths, a furious tempeft was excited among 'the 
nations of Germany, who yielded to the irrefift- 
ible impulfe, that appears to have been gradually 
communicated from the eaftern extremity of the 
continent of Afia. The Chinefe annals, as they 
have been interpreted by the learned induftry of 
the prefent age, may be ufcfully applied to re- 
veal the fecret and remote caufes of the fall of the 
Roman empire. The extenfive territory to the 
north of the great wall, was pofleffed, after the 
flight of the Huns, by the vidorious Sienpi ; 
who were fometimes broken into independent 
tribes, and fometimes re-united under a fupreme 
chief) till at length ftyling themfelves or 

mafters of the earth, they acquired a more folid 
confiftence, and a more formidable power. The 
Topa foon compelled the paftoral nations of the 
eaftern defert to acknowledge the fuperiority of 

to 

Fiom the year 404, the dates of the Theodofian Code beconte 
fedentary at Conftantinople and Ravenna. See Godefroy’s Chrono- 
logy of the Laws, tom. i. p. cxlviii. &c. '' 

^ I their 
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their arms; they invaded China in a period of 

•weaknefs and inteftine difcord ; and thefe for- < 

tiinate Tartars, adopting the laws and manners 
of the vanquifhed people, founded an Imperial 
dynafty, which reigned near one hundred and 
fixty years over the northern provinces of the 
monarchy. Some generations before they af- 
cended the throne of China, one of the Topa 
princes had enlifted in his cavalry a flave of the 
name of Moko, renowned for his valour; but 
who was tempted, by the fear of punilhment, to 
defert his ftandard, and to range the defert at the 
head of an hundred followers. This gang of rob- 
bers and outlaws fwelled into a camp, a tribe, a 
numerous people, diftinguilhed by the appella- 
tion of Geougen ; and their hereditary chieftains, 
the pofterity of Moko the flave, aflumed their 
rank among the Scythian monarchs. The youth 
ofToulun, the greateft of his defeendants, was 
exercifed by thofe misfortunes which are the 
fchool of heroes. He bravely ftruggled with ad- 
verfity, broke the imperious yoke of the Topa, 
and became the legiflator of his nation, and the 
conqueror of Tartary. His troops were diftributed 
into regular bands of an hundred and of a thou- 
fand men ; cowards were ftoned to death ; the . 
moft fplendid honours were propofed as the re- 
ward of valour ; and Toulun, who had know- 
ledge enough to defpife the learning of China> 
adopted only .fuch arts and inftitutions as were 
favourable to the military fpirit of his govern- 
ment. His tents, which he removed in the win- 
ter feafon to a more fouthern latitude, were 
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pitched, during the fummer, on the fruitful banks 
of the Selinga. His conquefts ftretched from 
Corea far beyond the river IrtiQi. He vanquifh- 
ed, in the country to the North of the Calpian fea, 
the nation of the Huns and the new x\\.\t of Khan, 
or CagaUt exprefled the fame and power which he 
derived from this memorable viAory **. 

Emigra- The chain of events is interrupted, or rather 
northern is conccalcd, as it paffes from the Volga to the 
a'd"+o* 5 Viftula, through the dark interval which fepai- 
rates the extreme limits of the Chinefe, and of the 
Roman, geography. Yet the temper of the Bar- 
barians, and the experience of fucceflive emigra- 
tions, fufficiently ckclare, that the Huns> who 
were opprefled by the arms of the Geougen, fooa 
withdrew from the prefence of an infulting vi 61 :or. 
The countries towards the Euxine were already 
occupied by their kindred tribes; and their hafty . 
flight, which they foon converted into a bold at- 
, tack, would more naturally be directed towards 

the rich and level plains, through which the 
Viftula gently flows into the Baltic fea. The 
North mufl: again have been alarmed, and agi- 
tated, by the invafion of the Huns ; and the na- 
tions who retreated before them, muft have 
prefled with incumbent weight on the confines of 
Germany**. The inhabitants of thofe regionsj 

^ ‘4 See M. de Guignes, HUl. dcs Hans, tom. i. p. 

tom. ii. p. 195. '334 — 338. 

Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. ili. p. 182.) has obierve 4 
on emigration from the Palus Mseotis to the noitb of Germany; 
'which he afa'ibes to famine. But his views of ancient biftory ant 
ftraitgely darkened by ignorance and error. 

which 
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^hlch the ancients have affigned to the Suevi, the 

Vandals, and the Burgundians, naight embrace »— ^ 

the refolution of abandoning to the fugitives of 
Sarmatia, their woods and morafles ; or at leaft 
of difcharging their fuperfluous numbers on the 
provinces of the Roman empire**. About four 
years after the viftorious Toulun had aflumed the 
title of Khan of the Geougen, another Barbarian, 
the haughty Rhodogafl, or Radagaifus *% march- 
ed from the northern extremities of Germany al- 
moft to the gates of Rome, and left the remains 
of his army to atoliieve the deftruftion of the 
Weft. The Vandals, the Suevi, and the Bur- 
gundians, formed the ftrength of this mighty 
hoftj but the Alani, who had found an ho- 
fpitablc reception in their new feats, added their 
adlive cavalry to the heavy infantry of the Ger- 
mans i and the Gothic adventurers crowded fo 
eagerly to the ftandard of Radagaifus, that, by 
fome hiftorians, he has been ffyled the King of 
the Goths. Twelve thoufand warriors, diftin- > 
guifhed above the vulgar by their noble birth, or 
their valiant deeds, glittered in the van**j and 

the ' 

6* Zofimus ( 1 . V. p. 3JI.) ufe» the gtenmf defeription of, t 1 » 
nations beyond the Danube and the Rhine., Their fituation, and 
confequently their names, are nianifeftly fliewn, even in the va- 
rious epithets which each ancient writer may have cafualiy added. 

*7 The name of Rhadagaft was that of a local deity of the Obo- 
trites (in Mecldenburgh). A hero might naturally afliime the ap- 
pellation of his tutelar god ; but it is not probable that the Bar- 
barians flionld worihip an unfuccefsful hero. SeeMaicou, Hift. of 
the Germans, viii. 14.. 

** Olympiodorus (apud Photium, p. 1 So. ) ufes the Greek word, . 

Cvrt/itru i which does not convey any precife idea. I fufpeS that 
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CH AP, the whole multitude, which was not lefs than 
■ , — two hundred thoufand fighting men, might be 
increafed, by the accefiion of women, of chil- 
dren, and of Haves, to the amount of four hun- 
dred thoufand perfons. This formidable emi- 
gration iflucd from the fame coafl: of the Baltic, 
which had poured forth the myriads of the Cim- 
' bri and Teutones, to aflault Rome and Italy in 

the vigour of the republic. After the departure 
of thofe Barbarians, their native countr)', which 
was marked by the veftiges of their greatnefs, 
long ramparts, and gigantic moles remained, 
during fome ages, a vaft and dreary folitude ; 
till the human fpecies was renewed by the powers 
of generation, and the vacancy was filled by the 
influx of new inhabitants. The nations who now 
ufurp an extent of land, which they are unable to 
cultivate, would foon be alTifted by the induftrious 
poverty of their neighbours, if the government of 
Europe did not protect the claims of dominion 
^ and property. 

The correfpondence of nations was, in that 
age, fo imperfeft and precarious, that the revo- 
lutions of the North might efcape the knowledge 
of the court of Ravenna-, till the dark cloud, 
which was colleflcd along the coaft of the Baltic, 
burft in thunder upon the banks of the Upper 
Danube. The emperor of the Weft, if his mi- 
nifters difturbed his amufements by the news of 


Radagai- 
fus invades 
Italy, 
A.D. 406. 


they were the princes and nobles, with their faithful companions j 
the knights with their ’fquires, as they would have been ftyled fome 
centuries afterwards. 

®9 Tacit, de Moribus Germanonim, c. jy. 

the 
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the impending danger, was fatisfied with being 
the occafion, and the fpeclator of the war The 
fafety of Rome was cntrufted to the counfcls, and 
the fword, of Stilichoj but fuch was the feeble 
and exhaufted Rate of the empire, that it was im- 
poflible to reftorc the fortifications of the Danube, 
or to prevent, by a vigorous effort, the invafion 
of the Germans The hopes of the vigilant 
minifter of Honorius were confined to the de- 
fence of Italy. He once more abandoned the 
provinces, recalled the troops, prelfed the new 
levies, which were rigoroully exafted, and pufil- 
lanimoufly eluded j employed the moft efficacious 
means to arreft, or allure, the deferters •, and of- 
fered the gift of freedom, and of two pieces of 
gold, to all the flaves who would enlift By 
thefe efforts he painfully collefVed, from the fub- 
jefls of a great empire, an army of thirty or forty 
thoufand men, which, in the days of Scipio or 
Camillus, would have been inftantly furniflied by 

TO — ' Cujus agendi 

Sp«flator vel caufa ful. 

C!andian, vi Conf. Hon. 439. 

is the modeft language of Honorius, in fpeaking of the Gothic war, 
which he had feen fomewhat nearer. 

7« Zofimus (1. V. p. 331.) tranfports the war, and the vi^^ory of 
Stilicho, beyond the Danube. A ftrange error, whiclj is awkwardly 
and imperfeftly cured, by reading A,,., for (Tillemont, Hid. 
des Emp. tom. v. p. 807.). In good policy, we rauft ufe the fer- 
vice of Zofimus, without efteeming or trufting him. 

7* Codex Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 16. The date of thislavr 
(A. D. 406, May 18.) fatisfies me, as it had done Godefroy (tom. 
ii. p. 387), of the true year of the invafion of Radagaifus. Tille- 
mont, Pagi, and Muratori, prefer the preceding yearj but they are 
bound, by certain obligations of civility andrefpe£I, to St. Paulinus 
of Nola, ' 
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the free citizens of the territory of Rome The 
Vi- V . thirty legions of Stilicho were reinforced by 4 
large body of Barbarian auxiliaries ; the faithful 
Alani were perfonally attached to his fervice| 
and the troops of Huns and of Goths, who march- 
icd under the banners of their native princeS| 
Huldin and Sarus, were animated by interefl; and 
refentment to oppofe the ambition of Radagaifus. 
The king of the confederate Germans paffed, 
without refiftance, the Alps, the Po, and the 
Apennine ; leaving on one hand the inaccefiible 
palace of Honorius, fecurely buried among the 
marlhes of Ravenna; and, on the other, the 
camp of Stilicho, who had fixed his head-quarters 
at Ticinum, or Pavia, but who feems to have 
avoided a decifive battle, till he had alTembled 
' his diftant forces. Many cities of Italy were 
pillaged, or deftroyed ; and the fiege of Flo- 
IBeHeges rencc by Radagaifus, is one of the earlicft 
Hoience, gygjjts in the hlftory of that celebrated republic; 
whofc firmnefs checked and delayed the unfkilful 
fury of the Barbarians. The fenate and people 
jreinbled at their approach within an hundred and 

71 Soon after Rome had been taken by the Gauls, the fenate, on 
a fudden emergency, armed ten legions, 3000 borfe, and 41,000 
foot i a force which the city could not have fent forth under Au- 
gnfius (Livy, vii. is-)- This declaration may puzzle an antiquary, 
but it is clearly explained by Montefquieu. 

74 Mach iavel has explained, at leaft as a philofopher, the origin 
of Florence, which Inlenfibly defeended, for the benefit of trade, 
from the rock of Faefulie to the banks of the Arno (Iftoria Fiorentini 
tom. i. I. li. p. 36. Londra, 1747.). The Triumvirs lent a co- 
lony to Florence, which, under Tiberius (Tacit. Annal. i. 79.), 
deferved the reputation and name of a fourijbhg city. See Cluveri 
ital. Antiq. tom. i. p. 507, &c. '' 

eighty , 
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fjgfcty miles of Rome; and anxioufly compared 
the danger which they had efcaped, with the 
pew perils to which they were expofed. Alaric 
was a Chriftian and a foldier, the leader of a dif- 
ciplined army ; who underftood the laws of war, 

,who refpedled the fandlity of treaties, and who 
had familiarly converfed with the fubjedls of the 
empire in the fame camps, and the fame churches. 

The favage Radagaifus was a Granger to the man- 
ners, the religion, and even the language, of the 
civilifed nations of the South. The fiercenefs of 
his temper was exafperated by cruel fuperftition } 
and it was univerfally believed, that he had bound 
himfelf, by a folemn vow, to reduce the city in- andtiire»t- 
to a heap of Hones and alhes, and to facrifice the 
moft illuftrious of the Roman fenators, on the 
altars of thofe gods, who were appeafed by hu- 
man bipod. The public danger, which Ihould 
have reconciled all domcftic animofities, difplay- 
ed the incurable madnefs of religious fadlion. 

The oppreflfed votaries of Jupiter and Mercury 
rcfpccled, in the implacable enemy of Rome, the 
charaftcr of a devout Pagan; loudly declared, 
that they were more apprehenfive of the facri- 
ficcs, than of the arms, of Radagaifus ; and fc- 
cretly rejoiced in the calamities of their country, 
which condemned the faith of their Chriftian ad- 
verfarics ”. 

7J Yet the Jupiter of Radagaifus, who worihipped Thor and 
Woden, was Very different from the Olympic or Capitoiine Jove. 

The accommodating temper of Polytheifm might unite thofe various 
arid remote deities; but the genuine Romans abhorred the human fa- 
crif.ces of Gaul and Gennany. 

4, ' Florence 
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reduced to the laft- extremity ; 

« — -V— j and the fainting courage of the citizens was fup- 
ddimS ported only by the authority of- St. Ambrofc ; 
ofhisarmy who had communkatcd, in a dream, the promife 
chof^'^' of a fpeedy deliverance’®. On a fudden they be- 
A.D. 4c 6, from their walls, the banners of Stilicho, 

who advanced, with his united force, to the re- 
lief of the faithful city j and who foon marked 
that fatal fpot for the grave of the Barbarian hofl-. 
The apparent contradidbions of thofe writers who 
varioufly relate the defeat of Radagaifus, may be 
reconciled, without offering much violence to 
their refpeftive teftimonies. Orofius and Au- 
guftin, who were intimately conneded by friend- 
Ihip and religion, aferibe this miraculous viftory 
to the providence of God, rather than to the" va- 
lour of man”. They ftrifUy exclude every idea 
of chance, or even of bloodlhed j and pofitively 
affirm, that the Romans, whofe camp was the ■ 
feene of plenty and idlenefs, enjoyed the diftrefs 
of the Barbarians, flowly expiring on the (harp 
and barren ridge of the hills of Faefulae, which 
rife above the city of Florence. Their extrava- 
gant affertion, that not a fingle foldier of the 
, Chriftian army was killed, or even wounded, may 

76 Paiillnus (in Vit. Ambrof. c. 50.) relates this ftory, which he 
received from the mouth of Panfophia hcrfclf, a religious matron of 
Florence. Yet the aichbifliop foon ceafed to take an aftive part in 

' the bufinefs of the world, and never became a popular faint. 

77 Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, v. 13. Orofius, 1 . vii. c. 37. • 
p. 567 — 571. The two friends wrote in Africa, tenor twelve years 
after the viflory ; and their authority is implicitly followed by Ifi- 
dore of ■Seville (m Chron. p. 713. edit. Grot.). How many inte- 
reffir.g faffs might Orofms have inferted in the vacant fpace wiiich k 
devoted to pious nonfenfe ! 
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be difmifled with filent contempt; but the reft of 
the narrative of Auguftin and Orofius is confiftent ■ « 

with the ftate of the war, and the charader of 
Scilicho. Confcious that he commanded the laft 
army of the republic, his prudence would not ex- 
pofe it, in the open field, to the headftrong fury 
of the Germans. The method of furrounding the 
enemy with ftrong lines of circumvallation, which 
he had twice employed againft the Gothic king, 
was repeated on a larger fcale, and with more 
confiderable effedt. The examples of Caefarmuft 
have been familiar to the moft Illiterate of the 
Roman warriors ; and the fortifications of Dyrra- 
chium, which connetfted twenty-four caftles, by 
a perpetual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles, 
afforded the model of an intrenchment which 
might confine, and ftarve, the moft numerous 
h 9 <ft of Barbarians The Roman troops had 
l,6fs degenerated from the induftry, than from the 
Valour, of their anceftors; and if the fervile and 
laborious work offended the pride of the foldiers, 

.Tufeany could fupply many thoufand peafants, 
who would labour, though, perhaps, they would 
not fight, for the falvation of their native coun- 
try. The imprifoned multitude of horfes and 
men was gradually deftroyed by famine, rather 

than 

7* Franguntur montc«, planuraque per ardua Caefar 
Ducit opus : pandit fodas, turritaque fummis 
Difponit caftella jugis, magnoque recefsu 
Amplrxus fines ; f^ltus nemorofaque tefqua 
Et filyas, vallaque feras indagine claudit. 

Yet the Cmplicity of truth (Caefar, de Bell. Civ. iii. 44.) is far 
greater than the amplifications of Lucan (Pharfal. 1 . vi. ,9 — 63.). 

79 The rhatorical expreflions of Orofius, “ In arido et afpero 
‘‘ mentis jugoj" “ in unum ac parvum verticem,” are not very 

fuitable 
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CHAP, than by the fword ; but the Romans were ex- 
xxx» * *• 

^ pofed} during the progrefs of fuch an extenfive 

work, to the frequent attacks of an impatient 
enemy. The defpair of the hungry Barbarians 
would precipitate them againft the fortifications 
of Stilichoi the general might fometimes indulge 
the ardour of his brave auxiliaries, who eagerly 
prefled to aflTault the camp of the Germans; and 
thefe various incidents might produce the lharp 
and bloody confiids which dignify the narrative 
of Zofimus, and the Chronicles of Profper and 
Marccllinus A feafonable fupply of men and 
provifions had been introduced into the walls of 
Florence ; and the famiflicd hoft of Radagaifus 
was in its turn befieged. The proud monarch of 
lb many warlike nations, after the lofs of his 
braveR warriors, was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation, or in the clemency of 
Stilicho But the death of the royal captive, 

* who was ignominioufly beheaded, difgraced the 

triumph of Rome and of ChriRianity ; and the 
fhort delay of his execution was fufficient to 
br^nd the conqueror with the guilt of cool and 

• fuitable to the encampment of a great army. But Faefulae, only 
three miles from Florence, might afford fpace for the head-quarters 
of Radagaifus, and would be comprehended within the circuit of 
the Roman lines. 

*• See Zofimus, I. t. p. 331. and the chronicles of Profper and 
Marccllinus. 

*• Olympiodorus (apud Photium, p. 180.) ufes an exprefllon 
which would denote a ftrift and friendly alliance, 
and render Stilicho ffill more criminal. The paulifper detentus, 
ideinde interfefius, of Orofius, is fufficiently odious, 

. ' • 
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deliberate cruelty'*. The famiflied Germans, 
who efcaped the fury of the auxiliaries, were fold ■. ^ 

as (laves, at the contemptible price of as many 
finglc pieces of gold : but the difference of food 
and climate fwept away great numbers of thofe 
unhappy ftrangers ; and it was obferved, that the 
inhuman purchafers, inftead of reaping the fruits 
of their labour, were foon obliged to provide the 
expcnce of their interment. Stilicho informed 
the emperor and the fenate of his fuccefs; and 
deierved, a fecond time, the glorious title of De- 
liverer of Italy 

The fame of the victory, and more efpecially. The re- 

^l•l^ j /*/* FTisindcr oC 

of the miracle, has encouraged a vain periuanon, the Ger- 
that the whole army, or rather nation, of Ger- mans in- 
mans, who migrated from the Ihores of the Baltic, a.d. +06, 
miferably peri(hed under the walls of Florence. 

Such indeed was the fate of Radagaifus himfelf, 
of his brave and faithful companions, and of 
more than one-third of the various multitude of' 

Sueves and Vandals, of Alani and Burgundians, 
who adhered to the ftandard of their general **, 

The union of fuch an army, might excite our fur* 

Orofius, piotifly inhuman, facrifices the king and people, 

Agag and the Amalekites, without a fymptom of companion. Th< 
bloody a£tor is lefs deteltable than the cool unfeeling hiftorian. 

^3 And Claudian’s mufe, was Ihe afleep ? had /he been ill paid f 
Methinks the feventh confuHhip of Honorius (A. D. 407.) would 
have furnilhed the fubjefl of a noble poem. Before it was difcorerecl 
that the ftate could no longer be faved, Stilicho (after Romulus, 

Camillus, and Marius) might have been worthily furnamed the 
fourth founder of Rome. 

*4 A luminous pa/Tage of Profper’s Chronicle, “ /» /ra /^ts, 
ftr dnwfit frintlftt, Jiviju' exerdtut," reduces the miracle of Florence, 
and conncfls the hiftory of Italy, Caul, and Germany. 
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c H^A P. prife, but the caufes of reparation are obvious and 
> — » forcible ; the pride of birth, the infolence of va- 
lour, the jealoafy of command, the impatience of 
fubordination, and the obftinate conflict of opi- 
nions,' of interefts, and of paflions, among fo 
many kings and warriors, who were untaught to 
yield, or to obey. After the defeat of Rada- 
gaifus, two parts of the German hoft, which muft 
have exceeded the number of one hundred thou- 
fand men, ftill remained in arms, between the 
Apennine and the Alps, or between the Alps and 
the Danube. It is uncertain whether they at- 
tempted to revenge the death of their general j 
but their irregular fury was foon diverted by 'the 
prudence and firmnefs of Stilicho, who oppofed 
‘ their march, and facilitated their retreat ; who 
confidered' the fafety of Rome and Italy as the 
great objeft of his care, and who facrificed,'with 
too much indifference, the wealth and tranquil- 
lity of the diftant provinces The Barbarians 
acquired, from the juntflion of fome Pannonian 
deferters, the knowledge of the country, and of 
the roads j and the invafion of Gaul, which Alaric 
had defigned, was executed by. the remains of the 
great army of Radagaifus **. 

Yet 

*S Orofius and Jerom pofitivcly charge him with Inftigating the 
invafion. “ Excitatse a Stilichone gentes,” &c. They muft mean 
indirtalf. He faved Italy at the cxpence of Gaul . 

** The Count de Buat is fatisfied, that the Germans who invaded 
Gaul were the tmo-tbirdi that yet remainedof the army of Radagaifus. 
See the Hiftoire Ancienne des Peoples de I’Europe (tom. vii. p. 
87—.IZI. Paris, 177*.) ; an elaborate work, which I had not the 
advantage of perufing till the year 1777. As early as 1771, I find 
- -- ■ the 
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Yet if they expected to derive any affiftancc 
from the tribes of Germany, -who inhabited the 1, ^ 

banks of the Rhine, their hopes were difappoint- 
ed. The Alemanni preferved.,a ftate of inaftive 
neutrality ; and the Franks diftinguifhed their 
zeal and courage in the defence of the empire. 

In the rapid progrefs down the Rhine, which was 
the firft act of the adminiftration of Stilicho, he 
had applied himfelf, with peculiar attention, to 
fccure the alliance of the warlike Franks, and to 
remove- the irreconcileable enemies of peace and 
of the republic. Marcomir, one of their kings, 
was publicly convicted, before the tribunal of the 
.Roman magiftrate, of violating the faith of trea- 
ties. He was fentenced to a mild, but diftant, 
exile, in the province of Tufeanyj and this de- 
gradation of the regal dignity was fo far from ex- 
. citing the refentment of his fubjedts, that they 
puniflied with death the turbulent Sunno, who 
attempted to revenge his brother j and main- 
.tained a dutiful allegiance to the princes, who 
.were eftablilhed on the throne by the choice of 
Stilicho When the limits of Gaul and Gcr- 


the fame idea ex pre (Ted in a rough draught of the prefent Hiftory. I 
have fince obferved a fimilar intimation in Mafccu (viii. 15.). Such 
agreement, without mutual communication, may add ferae weight 
to our common fentiraent. 

87 Provincia raiflos 

Expellet citius fafees, quara Francis reges 
Quos dederis. 

Claudian(i Conf. Stil. I. i. 135, See.) is clear and fatisfaftory. 
Thefe kings of France are unknown to Gregoiy of Tours ; but the 
author of the Gefta Francorum mentions both Sunno and Marcomir, 
and names the latter as the father of Pharamond (iu tom. ii. p. 543.)* 
He feems to write from good materials, which he did not undev- 
fiand. * “ 


many 
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CHAP, many were fliaken by the northern emigration; 
‘ ' , the Franks bravely encountered the fingle force 
of the Vandals j who, regardlefs of the leiTons of 
adverfity, had again feparated their troops from 
«the ftandard of their Barbarian allies. They paid 
the penalty of their ralhnefs; and twenty thou- 
fand Vandals, with their kipg Godigifclus, were 
flain in the field' of battle. The whole people 
muft have been extirpated, if the fquadronsof the 
Alani, advancing to their relief, had not trampled 
down the infantry of the Franks j who, after an 
honourable refiftance, were compelled to relin- 
quilh the unequal conteft. The Viftorious con- 
federates purfued their march, and onche laftday 
of the year,, in a feafonywhen the waters of the 
Rhine were moft probably frozen, they entered, 
without oppofition, .the 'defencelcfs provinces of 
Gaul. This memorable palTage of the Suevi, 
the Vandals, the Alani, and the Burgundians, 
who never afterwards retreated, may be confider- 
cd as the fall of the Roman empire in the coun- 
tries beyond the Alps j and the barriers, which had 
fo long feparated the favage and the civilifed na- 
tions of the earth, were from that fatal moment 
levelled with the ground 

Defoiation While the peace of Germany was fecured by 
A attachment of the Franks, and the neutrality 

of the Alemanni, the fubjeds of Rome, uncon* 


** See Zofimus ( 1 . vi. p. 373.), Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. +0. p. 576. 
and the Chronicles. Gregory of Tours ( 1 . K. c. 9. p. 165. in the 
fccond volume of the Hiftorians of France) has prefe. ved a valuable 
fragment of Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus, whofc three names d<* 
note a Ctmftinn, a Roman fubjefl, and a Semi-barbarian. 

feious 
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fcious of -their, approaching calamities, enjoyed 
the date of quiet and profperity, which had fel- 
dom bleffed the frontiers of Gaul. Their docks 
and herds were permitted to graze in the paftures 
of the Barbarians i their huntlmen penetrated, 
without fear or danger^ into the dai kei1: recefles of 
the Hcrcynian wood The banks of the Rhine 
were crowned, like thofe of the Tyber, with ele- 
gant houfes, and well-cuItivatedTarms ; and if a 
poet defeended the river, he might exprefs his 
doubt, on which fide was fituated the territory of 
the. Romans®®. This feene of peace and plenty 
was fuddenly changed into a defert ; and the pro- 
fpe£t of thefmoking ruins could alone dilfinguirti 
the folitude of nature from the defolation of man. 

The flourifiiing city of Mentz was furprifed and 
deftroyed ; and many thoufand Chriftians were 
inhumanly maflhered in the churcli. Worms 
perilhed after a long and obftinate fiegej Straf- 
burg, Spires, Rheims, Tournay, Arras, Amiens,, 
experienced the cruel opprefilon of the German 
yoke i and the confuming flames of war fpread 
from the banks of the Rhine over the greateftparc 
of t.he^ feventeen provinebs of Gaul. That rich 

*9 Claudian (i Conf. Stll. !. i. an. &c. 1. ii. i86.) deferibes the 
peace and profperity of the Gallic frontier. The Abbe Dubos 
(Hill. Critique, See. toil), i. p. 174.) would read yi!i>a (a-r.air.elefa 
rivulet of the Ardeni\e$) inftcad of Aliis-, and cy.patiaies qa the dan- 
ger of the Gallic cattle grazing beyond the Eite. Fottlifl) enough ! 

In poeticaj geography, the Elbe, and the Hcrcynian, Cgnify any 
river, or any wood, in Germany. Claudian is not picpated for the 
ftrlH examination of our antiquaries. ^ ^ 

. 9'’ — — Gtminafque viator 

^ Cum yidcat ripas, quie fit Komana rcqaiirat. 

-VoL.V. and 
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C^AP. and extensive country, as far as the ocean, the 
— ' Alps, and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the 
Barbarians, who drove before them, in apromif- 
cuous crowd, the bifhop, the fenator, and the 
virgin, laden with the fpoils of their houfes and 
altars®'. The ecclefiaftics, to whom we are in- 
debted for this vague defeription of the public 
calamities, embraced the opportunity of exhort- 
ing the Chriftians to repent of the fins which had 
provoked the Divine Juftice, and to renounce the’ 
perilhable goods of a wretched and deceitful 
. world. But as the Pelagian controverfy •*, which 
attempts to found the abyfs of grace and predefti- 
' nation, foon became the ferious employment of 
. the Latin clergy } the Providence which had de- 
creed, or forefeen, or permitted fuch a train of 
moral and natural evils, was rafhly weighed in 
the imperfedl and fallacious balance of reafon. 
The crimes, and the misfortunes, of the fufFer- 
ing people, were prefumptuoufly compared with 
, thofe of their anceftors ; and they arraigned the 

Divine Juftice, which did not exempt from the 
common deftruftion the feeble, the guiltlefs, the 

infant portion of the human fpccies. Thefe idle 

• 

9 * Jerom, tom. i. p. 93. See in the ift vol: of the HiftorUnt of 
France, p. 777. 782. the proper extrafts from the Carmen de Provi- 
dentia Divina, and SaWian. The anonymous poet was himfelf a 
captive, with bis bilhop and fellow-citizens. 

9 ^ The Pelagian doArine, which was firft agitated A. D. 405, 
was condemned, in the (pace of ten years, at Rome and Carthage. 
St. Auguftin fought and conquered : but the Greek church was fa* 
vourable to his adverfaries ; and (what is lingular enough) the people 
did not take any part in a difpute which they could not uoder- 
ftand. 

6 difputants 
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difputants overlooked the invariable laws of fta- ^^'^*** 
tore, which have connedted p^ace with innocence, 
plenty with induftry, and fafety with valour. The 
timid and felfifti policy of the court of Ravenna 
might recal the Palatine legions for the protection 
of Italy j the remains of the ftationary troops 
might be unequal to the arduous talk ; and the 
Barbarian auxiliaries might prefer the unbounded 
licence of fpoil, to the benefits of a moderate and _ 
/regular ftipend. But the provinces of Gaul were 
filled with a numerous race of hardy and robuft 
youth, who, in the defence of their houfes, their 
families, and their altars, if they had dared to 
die, would have deferved to vanquilh. The 
knowledge of their native country would have en- 
abled them to oppofe continual and infuperable 
obftacles to the progrefs of an invader; and the 
deficiency of the Barbarians, in arms as well as in 
difeipline, removed the only pretence which cx<- 
cufes the fubmiflionr of a populous country to the 
inferior numbers of a veteran army. When 
France was invaded by Charles the Fifth, he en- ' 
jy^guireji.of a prifoner, how many days Paris might 
‘ • fee. diifeuit from the frontier j “ Perhaps twelve, 
bui; tfecy will be days of battle fuch was , the 
checked the' arrogance of 
that'"3jpwfi6us prince. The fubjeCls of Hono- 
tivJS, afid thdlc of Francis I., were animated by 
A very different fpirit ; and in lefs than two years. 


. W S««.the Memoires de OuiUaume du Bell^y, 1. vi. In French, 
the original reproof is lefs obvious^ and mord pointed^ from the 
double fenfe of the word jeurnte, which alike fignihcs, a day's tr avel, 
or a battle. ' - 

QjZ ' the 
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CHAP, the divided troops oi the favages of- the Baltic,^ 
j whofc numbers, wefe they fairly dated, would ap- 
. pear contemptible, advanced, without a combat, 
to the foot of the Pyrenzean mountains. 

Revolt of In the ekly part of the reign of Honorius, the 
theBi-itiih vigilance of Stilicho had fuccefsfully guarded the 
a'^.’ 407. remote ifland of Britain from her inceflant ene- 
mies of the ocean, the mQuntains, and the Irilh 
coaft’"^. But thofe relllefs Barbarians could not 
negled the fair opportunity of the Gothic war, 
when the walls and ftations of the province were 
dripped of the^Roman troops. If any of the le- 
gionaries were permitted to return from the Ita- 
lian expedition, their faithful report of the court 
and charafler of Honorius muft have tended to 
diljplve the bonds of allegiance, andito exasperate 
the.feditious temper of the BritiQi army. The 
Spirit of revolt, which had formerly difturbed the 
age of Gallienus, was revived by the capricious 
violence of the foldiers ; and the unfortunate, 
perhaps the ambitiousx candidates, who were the 
obje<ds of their choicey;vs!ere the inftruments, and 
at length the viftims, of their pafiion . Mar^ 

■ ; • . • . was 


94 Ciaviilkin (i Conf. Stil. 1 . ii. 250.). Tt is fiijipofecl, ’that the 
Scots of Ireland invaded, by fta, the whole wedetn epaft of Brit^n^ 
and foine flight credit may be given even to l^cnnltis and the Ijil^ 
traditions (Carte’s Hid. of England, vol. i. p.’ 169. ’P.niitalaer’s^ 
Genuine Hidory of the Britons', p. 199.). [She fixty-fix ltves‘« ’ 
St. Patrick, which were extant in tire ninth "centiiry, mud havecoa^ 
tained as m.any thoufand lies } yet we may believe,*' that, in one of 
thefe Irifit inroads, the future apoitle was led away captive^ 

Antiquit. Ecclef. Jliitann. p. 431 . apd Tillciflp'iit, Mem.' Ecclcf. 
tom. xvi#p. 4.56. 781, &c.). 

9 J The Biitifh ufnrpers are taken from -J^orimus ( 1 . vj. p. 371— 
375.), Orohus ( 1 . vii. c. 40. p. 576. 577 -)> Oiyiupiodoi us (apud 
» Photium, 
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was the firft whom they placed on the throne, as 

the lawful emperor of Britain, and of the Weft. 1 ^ — » 

They violated, by the hafty murder of Marcus, 
the oath of fidelity which they had impofed on 
themfelves j and their difapprobation of his man- 
ners may feem to infcribe an honourable epitaph 
on his tomb. Gratian was the next whom they 
adorned with the diadem and the purple ; and, at 
the end of four months, Gratian experienced the 
fate of his predeceflbr. .The memory of the 
‘great Conftantine, whom the Britifli legions had 
given to the church and to the empire, fuggefted 
the fingular motive of their third choice. They Conftan- 
difcovercd in the ranks a private foldier of the knowiecig- 
name of Conftantine , and their impetuous levity 
had already feated him on the throne, before Gaul, 
they perceived his incapacity to fuftain the weight 
of that glorious appellation Yet the authority 
of Conftantine was lefs precarious, and his go- 
vernment was more fuccefsful, than the tranfient 
reigns of Marcus and of Gratian. The danger 
of leaving his inadtive troops in thofe camps, 
which had been twice polluted with blood and 
fedition, urged him to attem.pt the reduction of 
the Weftern provinces. He landed at Boulogne 
with an inconfiderable forfe j and after he had re- 
pofetj himfelf fome days, he fummoned the cities 


A.D. 407. 


Photlmn, p. 180, the ecdefiaftical hiftorians, and the Chio- 

nicles. The Latins are ignorant of Marcus. 

96 Cum in Conftantiiio incm^antiam . . . exccrarentur (Sidonius 
Apollinaris, 1 . v. cpift. 9. p. 139. edit, fecund. Simaond.), Yet 
Sidonius might be tempted, by fo fair a pun, to ftigmatiie a prince, 
who had difgraced his grandfather. 


0.3 
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c^AP. of Gaul, which hadefcaped the yoke of the Bar- 
» barians, to acknowledge their lawful fovereign. 
They obeyed the fummons without reluftance*. 
The negleft of the court of Ravenna had abfolved 
a deferted people from the duty of allegiance j 
their aftual diftrefs encouraged them to accept 
any circumftances of change, without appVehen-** 
fion, and, perhaps, with fome degree of hope; 
and they might flatter themfelves, th^t the troops> ’ 
the authority, and even the name of a Roman 
emperor, who fixed his refide’nce jn Gaul, would*, 
proteft the unhappy country from the rage of the 
' • Barbarians. The firfl; fucceflTes of Conftantine 
againft the detached parties of the Germans, 
were magnified by the voice of adulation into 
fplendid and decifive vidlories j which the re- 
union and infolence of the enemy foon reduced to 
their juft value. His negociations procured a 
fhort and precarious truce j and if fome tribes of 
' the Barbarians were engaged, by the liberality of 
his gifts and promifes, to undertake the 'defence 
of the Rhine, thefe expenfive and uncertain trea- ^ 
tics, infteadof reftoring the priftine vigour of the 
Gallic frontier, feryed only to difgrace the ma- 
. jefty of the prince, and to exhauft what yet re- 
mained of the treafures of the republic. Elated 
however with this imaginary triumph^ the vain 
deliverer of Gaul advanced into the provinces of 
the South, to encounter a more preffing and per- 
fonal danger. Sarus the Goth was ordered to lay 
A the head of the rebel at the feet of the emperor 
\ iHonoriuSj and the forces of Britain and Italy 
were unworthily confumed in this domeftic quar- 
rel 
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rel. After the lofs of his two braveft generals, 

Juftinian an(J Nevigaftes, the former of whom ■ » 

was (lain in the field of battle, the latter in a 
peaceful but treacherous interview, Conftantine 
fortified himfclfVithin the walls of Vienna. The 
place was inefFcdually attacked feven days j and 
the Imperial army fupported, in a precipitate re- 
treat, the ignominy of purchafing a fecure paflage 
from the freebooters and outlaws of the Alps*^ 

Thofe mountains now fcparated the dominions of 
'two rival monarchs : and the fortifications of the 
double frontier were guarded by the troops of the 
empire, whofe arms would have been more ufe- ^ 
fully employed to maintain the Roman limits 
againft the Barbarians of Germany and Scythia. 

On the fide of the Pyrenees, the ambition of 
Conftantine might be juftified by the proximity A.D.408. 
of danger j but his throne was foon eftablKhed by . 
the conqueft, or rather fubmilTion, of Spain; 
which yielded to the influence of regular and ha- ■ 
bitual fubordi nation, and received the laws and' 
magiftrates of the Gallic pr£efedure. The only 
oppofition which was made to the authority of 
Conftantine, proceeded not fo much from the 
powers of government, or the fpirit of the people, 
as from the private zeal and intereft of the family 
of Theodofius. Four brothers ®* had obtained, 

by 

97 BagauJa is the name which Zofimus applies to them j perhaps 
they deferved a lets odious character (fee Dubos, Hid. Critique, 
tom. i. p. ao;. and this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. lai.}. We fliall hear 
- of them again. 

9 * Verinianus, Didymus, Theodofius, and Lagodius, who, in 
modem courts, would be ftyled princes of the blood, were not 
Q_4. diftinguilbeJ 
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by the favour of their kinfman, the deceafed em- 
u-y— perotj an honourable rank, and ample poflclTions, 
in their native country : and the grateful youths 
refolved to ri!k thofe advantages in the fervice of 
his fort. Afu;r an unfuccefsful effort to maintain 
their ground at the head of the ftationary troops 
of Lufitania, 'they retired to their eftates; where 
they armed and levied, at their own expence, a 
' confiderable body of (laves and dependents, and 
boldly marched to occupy the flrong ports of the 
, Pyrenean mountains. This domertic infurrec- 
tion alarmed and perplexed the fovereign of Gaul 
and Britain j and he was compelled to negociate 
with fome troops of Barbarian auxiliaries, for the 
' fervice of the Spanifli war. They were diftin- 
guifhed by the title of Honorians^^ \ -a name 
- which might have reminded them of their fidelity 
• to their lawful fovereign; and if it fhould can- 
didly be allowed that the Scots were influenced 
by any partial alfeftion for ‘a Britilh prince, the » 
■ Moors and the Marcoinanni could be tempted only 
' by the profufe liberality of the ufurper, who dif- 
tributed among the Barbarians the military, and 
even the civil, honours of Spain. The nine' 
bands of Hcncrians, which may be eafily traced 
on the ertablifhment of the Weftern empire, 
could not exceed the number of five thoufand 

dilVmguWhed by any rank or privileges above the reft of their fellow- 
fultjeils. 

99 Thefe Humriatu, or Honoriacl, confided of two bands of Scots, or 
Attacotti, two of Moors, two of Marcomanni, the Viffores, the 
Afcarii,and theGallicaiii (Notitia Imperii, fe£l. xxxviii. edit. Lab.). 
They were part of the fixty-five Auxil'm Palatina, and are properly 
dyled, n Til au\v Tafsi;, by Zofmius ( 1 . vi. p. 37+.). 

men j 
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men; yet this inconfiderable force was fufficient 
to terminate a war, which had threatened the u ,i 
power and fafcty of Conftantine. The ruftic army 
^ of the Thcodofian family was furrounded and de- 
ftroyed in the Pyrenees : two of the brothers had 
the good fortune to efcape by fea to Italy, or the 
Eafl: j the other two, after an interval of fufpcnce, • 
were executed at Arles; and if Honorius could 
remain infcnfibleof the public difgrace, he might 
perhaps be affeded by the perfonal misfortunes 
of his generous kinfmen. Such were the feeble 
arms which decided the pofleflion of the Weftern 
provinces of Europe, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules. The e’vents of peace 
and war have undoubtedly been diininilhed by the 
narrow and imperfed view of the hiftorians of the 
times, who were equally ignorant of the caufes, 
and of the efFeds, of the inofi; important revolu- 
tions. But the total decay of the national ftrength 
had annihilated even the lall refource of a defpo- 
tic government ; and the revenue of exhautled 
provinces could no longer purchafe the military 
fervice of a difeontented and pufillanimcius people. 

The poet, whofe flattery has aferibed to the Negocia- 
_ Roman eagle the vidories of Pollentia and^Ve- AUrtcand 
rona, purfues the hafty retreat of Alaric,' from 
the confines of Italy, with a horrid train of ima- 404— 40S. 
ginary fpedres, fuch as might hover over an army 
of Barbarians, which was almoll exterminated by 
war, famijf«<, and difeafe In the courfe of 

— — Coraifatur euntem 
Pallor, etatra fames; ct faucia lividus ora 
' Luilus ; et inferni ftridentes agmine morbi. ' 

Claudian in vi Conf. Hon. 311, &c. 

this 
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*^xxx unfortunate expedition, the king of the Goth* ' 

muft indeed have fuftained a confiderable lofs j 
and his haraffed forces required an interval of re- 
pofe to recruit, their numbers, and revive their 
confidence. Adverfity had exercifed, and dif- 
played, the genius of Alaric j and the fame of his 
valour invited, to the Gothic ftandard, the braveft 
of the Barbarian warriors ; who, from the Euxine 
fb the Rhine, were agitated by the defire of 
rapine and conqueft. He had deferved the efteem, 
and he foon accepted the friendfhip, of Stilicho 
himfelf. Renouncing the fervice of the emperor 
of the Eaft, Alaric concluded, with the court of 
Ravenna, a treaty of peace and alliance, by which 
he was declared mafter-general of the Roman 
armies throughout the praefefture of Illyricum j 
as it was claimed, according to the true and an- 
cient limits, by the minifter of Honorius *®‘. The 
execution of the ambitious defign, which was 
either ftipulated, or implied, in the articles of 
the treaty, appears to have been fufpended by the 
formidable irruption of Radagaifus and the neu- 
trality of the Gothic king may perhaps be com- 
pared to the indifference of Csefar, who, in the 
coofpiracy of Catiline, refufed either to aflift, or 
to oppofe, the enemy of the republic. After the 
defeat of the Vandals, Stilicho refumed his pre- 
tenfions to the provinces of the Eaft ; appointed 
civil m'agiftrates for the adminiftration of juftice. 


Thefe darittranfaftions are inveftigated by the Count de Buat 
(Hift. des Peuples de I’Europe, tom. vH. c. iii— viii. p. 69 — zo6.), 
tvhofe laborious accuracy may fometimes fatigue a Aiperficlal reader. 

and 
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and of the finances ; and declared his impatience 
to lead, to the gates of Conftantinople, the united 
armies of the Romans and of the Goths. The 
prudence however of Stilicho, his averfion to civil 
war, and his perfedt knowledge of the weaknefs of 
the ftate, may countenance the fufpicion, that 
domeftic peace, , rather than foreign conqueft, 
was the objeft of his policy; and, that his prin- 
cipal care was to employ the forces of Alaric at a 
diftance from Italy. This defign could not long 
efcape the penetration of the Gothic king, who 
continued to hold a doubtful, and perhaps a 
treacherous correfpondence, with the rival courts ; 
who protradled, like a diflatisfied nftercenary, his 
languid operations in Theffaly and Epirus, and 
who foon returned to claim the extravagant re- 
ward of his ineffedlual fervices. From his camp 
near .®mona*°% oh. the confines 'of Italy, he 
tranfmitted to the emperor of the Weft, a long 
account of promifes, of expences, and of de- 
mands i called for immediate fatisfaftion, and 
clearly 'intimated the confequences of a refufal. 
Yet if his condufl was hoftile, his language was 
decent and dutiful. He humbly profefled him- 
felf the friend of Stilicko, and the foldier of Ho- 
norius ; offered his perfon and his troops to 
march, without delay, againft the ufurper'of 


>0* See Zofimus, 1 . t. p. j;4, 335. He interrupts his fcanty 
narrative, to relate the fable of ^mona, and of the (liip Argo ; 
which was drawn over land from that place to the Hadriatic: So- 
zomen (I, viii. c. 15. 1 . ix. c. 4.) and Socrate* ( 1 . vii, c. 10.) caft a 
pale and doubtful light ; and Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 38. p. 571.} is abo- 
minably partial. 


Gaul ; 
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Gaul j and folicited, as a pernnanent retreat for ■ 

I I the Gothic nation, the pofleflion of fome vaca'ht 

province of the Weftern erhpire. ’ ■ 

rebates of The political and fecret tranfafUons of two 
ftatefmen, who laboured to deceive each other 

A.D. 40S. and the world, mufl: for ever have been concealed 

' #• 

in the impenetrable darknefs of die cabinet, if the 
debates of a popular aflembly had not thrown 
Ibme rays of light on the correfpondence of Alaric 
and Stilicho. The neceflity of finding fome arti- 
ficial fupport for a government, which, from a 
principle, not of moderation, but of wcaknefs, 
was reduced to negociate with its own lubjccis, 
had infcnfibly revived the authority of the Roman 
. . - fenate : and the ininifter of Honorius refpectfully 

.confulted the legiflative council of the republic. 
Stilicho aflembled the fenate in the palace pf the 
Ctefars j reprcfented, in a ftudied oration, the 
• aflual ftate of affairs ; propofed the demands of 
the Gothic king, and fubmitted to their con- 
fideration the choice of peace or war. The fe- 
nators, as if they had been fuddenly awakened 
from a dream of four hundred years, appeared on 
• this important occafion to be infpired by the cou- 
rage, rather than by the wifdom, of their prede- 
celfors. They loudly declared, in regular fpeeches, 
or in tumultuary acclamations, that k was un- 
worthy of the majefty of Rome, to purchafe a 
precarious and difgraceful truce from a Barbarian 
king } and that, in the judgment of a magnani- 
mous people, the chance of ruin was always pre- 
. ferable to the certainty of dlfhonour. The mi- 

nifter, 

, • a 

‘ , ! 
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nifter, whofe pacificintentions were fecondedonly 
by the voices of a few fervile and venal followers, -y— » 

attempted to allay the general ferment, by an 
apology for his own conduft, and even for the 
demands of the Gothic prince. The payment . " , 

** of’a fubfidy, which had excited the indignation 
of the Romans, ought not (fuch was the lan- 
*‘’guage of Scilicho) to be confidered in the 
odious light, either of a tribute, or of a ranfom, 
extorted by the menaces of a Barbarian enemy. 

** Alaric had faithfully ailerted the juft preten--. ’ . 

lions of the republic to the provinces' which •' ' 
■“ were ufurped by the Greeks of Ccnftantinpple ; 

**' he modeftly required the fair and ftipuiated 
recompence of his fervices ; and if he had de- 
lifted from the profecution of his enterprife, he 
had obeyed, in his retreat, the peremptory, 

** though private, letters of the emperor himfelf. ’ 

Thefe contradidbory orders (he would not dif- 
lemble the errors of his own family) had been 
procured by the interceflion of Serena. ’ The_ 
tender piety of his wife had been too deeply 
alFciftcd by the difeord of the royal brothers, 
the fons of her adopted father ; and the fenti- 
ments of nature had too eafily prevailed over 
•“ the ftern didlates of the public welfare.” Thefe 
oftenfible reafons, which faintly difguife the ob- 
feure intrigues of ti>e palace of Ravenna, were 
fupported by the authority of Stilichoj and ob- 
tained, after a warm debate, the relu 61 aht,appro- 
bation of the fenate. The tumult of virtue and 
freedom fublided ; and the fuihi of four tlioufand 
pounds of gold was 'granted, under the name of 
7 a ftib- 
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a fubfidy, to fecure the petce of Italy, and to 
» ‘ conciliate the friendftiip of the king of the Goths. 

Lampadius alone, one of the moil illuilrious 
members of the affembly, ftill perfifted in his dif- 
fent } exclaimed with a loud voice, ** This is not 
a treaty of peace, but of fervitude i” and 
efcaped the danger of fuch bold oppofition by im- 
mediately retiring to the fancluary of a Chriiliaa 
church. 

Intrigue* But the reign of Stilicho drew towards its end ; 
^^*e pa- jpjjj proud minifter might perceive the fymp- 
A.D, +08, toms of his approaching difgrace. The generous 
boldnefs of Lampadius had been applauded 5 and 
the fenate, fo patiently refigned to a long fervi- 
tude, rejedled with dildain the offer of invidious 
and imaginary freedom. The troops, who ftill 
alfumed the name and prerogatives of the Roman 
legions, were exafperated by the partial affeflion 
of Stilicho for the Barbarians : iind the people im- 
puted to the mifehievous policy of the minifter, 
the public misfortunes, whichwere the natural con- ' 
fequence of their own degeneracy. Yet Stilicho 
might have 'continued to brave the clamours of 
the people, and even of the foldiers, if he could 
have maintained his dominion over the feeble 
mind of his pupil. But the rcfpeftful attachment 
of Honorius was .converted into fear, fufpicion, 
and hatred. The crafty Olympius who con- 
cealed 

101 Zofimus, 1 . V. p.'33S, 339. He repeats the words of Lam- 
padius, as they were fpoke in Latin, “iNon eft ifia pax, ‘fed pafVio 
liervituti*,'' ^nd then tranllates them into Greek for the benefit of Jtis 
' readers. 

/ ' 

•®4 He came from the coaft of the Euxine, and exercited a (plen- 
did office, Xafca-fgf {■[’a'riiaj If T»if Hi* aftioft* 

, juftify 
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cealed his vices under the mafk of Cliriftian piety, 
had fecretly undermined the benefadtor, by whofe 
favour he was promoted to the honourable offices 
of the Imperial palace. Olympius revealed to the 
unfufpedling emperor, who had attained the 
twenty-fifth year of his age, that he was without 
weight, or authority, in his own government ; 
and artfully alarmed his timid and indolent dif- 
pofition by a lively pidture of the defigns of Stili- 
cho, who already meditated the death of his fove- 
reign, with the ambitious hope of placing the dia- 
dem on the head of his fon Eucherius. The em- 
peror was inftigated, by his new favourite, to 
fume the tone of independent dignity j and the 
minifter was aftoniffied to find, that fecret refo- 
lutions were formed in the court and council, 
which were repugnant to his intereft, or to his 
intentions. Inftead of refiding in the palace of 
Rome, Honorius declared, that it was his plca- 
fure to return to the fecure fortrefs of Ravenna. 
On the firft intelligence of the death of his bro- 
ther Arcadius, he prepared to vifit Conftaintinople, 
and to regulate, with the authority of a guardian, 
the provinces of the infant Theodofius The 


CHAP. 

XXX. 





juftify hU charafter, which Zoilmus ( 1 . v. p. 340.) expofes with 
vifible fatisfaftion. Auguflin revered the piety of Olympius, whom 
he (lyles a true fon of the church (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 
408. N° 19, &c. Tilleraont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 467, 
468 . ). But th»fe praifes, which the African faint fo unworthily be- 
llows, mightproceed, as well from ignorance, as from adulation. 

tos Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 338, 339. Soxomen, 1 . ix. c. 4. Stilicho 
offered to undertake the. journey to Conllantinople, that he might di« 
Ycrt Honorius from the vain attempt. The Eallern empire would 
not have obeyed, and could not have been conquered. 
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CH^AP. reprefentation of the difficulty and expence of 

» fuch a diftant expedition, checked this ftrange 

and fudden fally of aflive diligence} hot the 
dangerous projeft of-ffiewing the emperor to the 
camp of Pavia, which was corapofed of the Ro- 
man troops, the enemies of Stilicho, and ‘his. 
Barbarian auxiliaries, remained fixed and unal- 
terable. The ininifter was prefled, by the ad- 
vice of his confident Juflinian, .a Roman advo- 
cate, of a lively and penetrating genius, to op- 
pofe a journey fo prejudicial to his reputation and 
» ' fafety. His ftrenuous, but ineffcclual, efforts 
Ci^firmed the triumph of Olympius ; and the 
prudent lawyer withdrew himfclf from the-im- 
pending ruin of his patron. , 

Difgiace in the psflage of the emperor through Bologna,. 
ofstfikK a'rhutiky thjbigu^ excited and appeafed 

A.D.40S, by tbe'fecret policy of Stilicho : who announced 
his infi/uclions to decimate the guilty, and ai'eribed 
to his. own inierceflion the merit of their par- 
don. ^ After this tumult, Honorius embraced, 
for the 1 aft time,- the minifter whom_ he now co^-. 
fKle.rcd,,«s* a, tyrant, and proceeded on his vyav. to 
caill^ Q^^.PftXia > where he was received by the. 
loyal acclamations of the troops who were af- 
fembled for? the fervice of the Gallic war.'' On 
thc. rnorning of the fourth day, he pronounced, ' 
as he had been taught, a military oration in the 
prelence of the foldicrs, whom the charitable 
vifits, and artful difeourfes, of Olympius had 
prepared to execute a dark and bloody confpiracy. 

• At the firft fignal, they maffacred the friends of 
Stilicho, the moft illuftrious officers of the em- 
. • pirc* 
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f)ire ; two Prsetorian prsefefts, of Gaul, and of CHAP. 
Italy ; two mafters-general, of the cavalry, and . — j 
infantry ; the mafter of the offices j the quaeftor, 
the treafurer, and the count of the domeftics. 

Many lives were loft j many houfes were plunder- 
ed j the furious fedition continued to rage till the 
clofe of the evening 5 and the trembling em- 
peror, who was feen in the ftreets of Pavia, with- 
out his robes or diadem, yielded to theperfuafions 
of his favourite J condemned the memory of the 
flain ; and folemnly approved the innocence and 
fidelity of their aflaffins. The intelligence of the 
maflacre of Pavia filled the mind of Stilicho with 
juft and gloomy apprehenfions : and he inftantly 
fummoned, in the camp of Bologna, a council of 
the confederate leaders, who were attached to his 
fervice, and would be involved in his ruin. The 
impetuous voice of the affembly called aloud for 
arms, and for revenge ■, to march, without a mo- 
ment’s delay, under the banners of a hero, whom 
they had fo often followed to vidlory ; to furprife, 
to opprefs, to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and 
his degenerate Romans ; and perhaps to fix the 
diadem on the head of their injured general. 

Inftead of executing a rcfolution, which might 
have been juftified by fuccefs, Stilicho hefitated 
till he was irrecoverably loft. He was ftiil igno^ 
rant of the fate of the emperor j he diftrufted the 
fidelity of his own party; and he viewed with 
horror the fatal confequences of arming a crowd 
of licentious Barbarians, againft the foldiers and 
pebple of Italy. The confederates, impatient of 
VoL. V. R his 
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CH^AP. his timorous and doubtful delay, haftily retired, 
V i with fear and indignation. At the hour of mid- 
night, Sarus, a Gothic warrior, renowned among 
the Barbarians themfelves for his ftrength and va- 
lour, fuddcnly invaded the camp of his benefaftor, 
plundered the baggage, cut in pieces the faithful 
Huns, who guarded his perfon, and penetrated to 
the tent, where the minifter, penfive and fleep- 
lefs, meditated on the dangers of his fituation. 
Stilicho efcaped with difficulty from the fword of 
the Goths j and, after ifluing a laft and generous 
admonition to the cities of Italy, to ffiut their 
gates againft the Barbarians, his confidence, or 
his defpair, urged him to throw himfelf into Ra- 
venna, which was already in the abfolute pof- 
feffion of his enemies. Olympius, who had af- 
fumed the dominion of Honorius, was fpeedily 
informed, that his rival had embraced, as a fup- 
pliant, the altar of the Chriftian church. The 
bafe and cruel difpofition of the hypocrite was in- 
capable of pity or remorfe j but he pioufly af- 
fefted to elude, rather than to violate, the pri- 
vilege of the fanctuary. Count Heraclian, with 
a troop of foldiers, appeared, at the dawn of day, 
before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
biffiop was fatisfied by a folemn oath, that the 
Imperial mandate only direded them to fccure 
the perfon of Stilicho : but, as foon as the un- 
fortunate minifter had been tempted beyond the 
holy thrcfliold, he produced the warrant for his 
inftant execution. Stilicho fupported, with calm 
refignation, the injurious names of traitor and 
7 parricide J 
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parricide j reprefled the unfeafonable zeal of his 
followers, who were ready to attempt an inef- 
feftual refcue j and> with a firmnefs not unworthy 
of the laft of the Roman generals, fubmitted his 
neck to the fword of Heraclian 


The fervile crowd of the palace, who had fo His memo- 
long adored the fortune of Stilicho, affedled to 
infult his fall j and the moft diftant connexion 
with the mafter-general of the Weft, which had 
fo lately been a title to wealth and honours, was 
ftudioufly denied, and rigoroufly punifhed. His 
family, united by a triple alliance with the family 
of Theodofius, might envy the condition of the 
meaneft peafant. The flight of his fon Eucherius 
was intercepted j and the death of that innocent 
youth foon followed the divorce of Thermantia, 
who filled the place of her After Maria; and who, 
like Maria, had remained a virgin in the Imperial 
bed The friends of Stilicho, who had efcaped 
the maffacre of Pavia, were perfecuted by the 
implacable revenge of Olympius : and the moft 
exquifite cruelty was employed to extort the con- 
fefllon of a treafonable and facrilegious con- 
fpiracy. They died in filence : their firmnefs 


105 Zofimus ( 1 . V. p. 336 — 345.) has copioufly, though not 
clearly, related the dil'grace and death of Stilicho. Olympiodorua 
(.ipud Phot. p. 177.), Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 38. p. 571, 57a.), Sozo- 
men ( 1 . ix. c. 4.), and Phllolloigius ( 1 . xi. c. 3. I. xii. c. 2.), afford 
fupplemental hints. 

Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 333. The marriage of a Chriftian with two 
fitters, fcandalifes Tillemont (Hift.des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 557.) j 
whoexpeAs, in vain, that pope Innocent 1 . fhould have donefome- 
thing in the way, either of cenfure, orofdifpenfation. 

R 2 juftified 
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juftified the choice and perhaps abfolvcd the 
innocence of their patron j and the defpotic 
power, which could take his life without a trial, 
and ftigmatife his memory without a proof, has 
no juril’didion over the impartial fuffrage of 
pofterity The fervices of Stilicho are great 
and manifell: j his crimes, as they are vaguely 
ftated in the language of flattery and hatred, arc 
obfeure, at lead, and improbable. About four 
months after his death, an ediifl: was publilhed, 
in the name of Honorius, to reftore the free com- 
munication of the two empires, which had been 
fo long interrupted by the public enemy The 
minifter, whofefame and fortune depended on the 
profperity of the flate, \yas accufed of betraying 
Italy to the Barbarians ; whom he repeatedly 
vanquiflied at Pollentia, at Verona, and before 
the walls of Florence. His pretended defign of 
placing the diadem on the head of his fon Euche- 
rius, could not have been conducted without pre- 
parations or accomplices; and the ambitious fa- 
ther would not furely have left the future em- 
peror, till the twentieth year of his age, in the 

Two of his friends are honourably mentioned (Zofimus, 1 . v. 
p. 34.6.) : Peter, chief of the fchool of notaries, and the great cham- 
berlain Deriterius. Stilicho had fecured the bed-chamber ; and it is 
fiirprifing, that, under a feeble prince, the bed-chamber was not able 
to fee u re him. 

los Orofnis ( 1 . vli. c. 3,?. p. 571, 572.) feems to copy the fal.'ie 
and furious manifeftos, which were difperfed through the provinces 
by the new adininiftration. 

Sec the Theodofian Code, K vii. tit. xvi. leg. i. 1 . ix. tit. 
xlii. leg. 21. Stilicho is branded with the name of frait puh.iais, 
who employed his wealth, ed omntn ditardaa, xnjuutar.damjue B/tr- 
itrxm. 

■J" humble 
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humble ftation of tribune of the notaries. Even 
the religion of Stilicho was arraigned by the ma- « - _■ 

lice of his rival. The feafonable, and alinoft 
miraculous, deliverance was devoutly celebrated 
by the applaufe of the clergy j who afierted, that 
the'rcftoration of idols, and the perfecution of the 
church, would have been the firft meafure of the 
reign of Eucherius. The fon of Stilicho, how- 
ever, was educated in the bofom of Chriftianity, 
which his father had uniformly profefled, and 
zealoufly fuppprted Serena had borrowed her 
magnificent necklace from the ftatue of Vefta 
and the Pagans execrated the memory of the fa- 
crilegious minifter, by whofc order the Sybilline 
books, the oracles of Rome, had been commit- 
ted to the flames'”. The pride and power of 
Stilicho conftitiued his real guilt. An honour- 
able relii^lance to fired the blood of his country- , 
men, appears to have contributed to the fiiccefs 
of his unworthy rival j and it is the lafl humilia- 
tion of the character of Honorius, that pofierity 
has not condefeended to reproach him with hie 


Auguftin liimfclf is fatisficJ with the efFefliial laws, which 
Stilicho had enafted againft heretics and idolaters ; and which are 
ftill extant in the Code. He only applies to Olympitis for their con- 
firmation (Baronins, Annal. Ecclcf. A. D. 408. N° rg.). 

Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 351. We may oblerve the bad tafte of the 
age, in drefling their Itatues with fuch awkward finery. 

Sec Rutilius Numatianus (Itincrar. 1 . ii. 41 — 60.) to whom 
religious cnthufiafm has diflated fome elegant and forcible lirfCs. 
Stilicho likewife llrippcd the gold plates from the doers of the Capitol, 
and read a prophetic fcntence, which was engraven under them (Zo- 
llmus, 1 . V. p. 35 e.)' Thefe are foolidi ftories : yet the charge of 
impitiy adds weight and credit to the praife, which Zullmus rcluilant- 
ly bellows, of his virtues. 

R 3 ' • bafe 
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Thf poet 
Claudian. 


bafe ingratitude to the guardian of his youth, and 
the fupport of his empire. 

Among the train of dependents, whofe wealth 
and dignity attracted the notice of their own times, 
our curiofity is excited by the celebrated name of 
the poet Claudian, who enjoyed the favour of 
Scilicho, and was overwhelmed in the ruin of his 
patron. The titular offices of tribune and notary 
fixed his rank in the Imperial court : he was in- 
debted to the powerful interceffion of Serena for 
his marriage with a very rich heirefs of the pro- 
vince of Africa"*; and the ftatue of Claudian, 
erefted in the forum of Trajan, was a monument 
of the tafte and liberality of the Roman fenate 
After the praifes of Stilicho became ofFenfive and 
criminal, Claudian was expofed to the enmity of 
a powerful and unforgiving courtier, whom he 
had provoked by the infolence of wit. He had 
compared, in a lively epigram, the oppofite cha- 
rafters of two Prtetorian prasfefts of Italy ; he 
contrafts the innocent repofe of a philofopher, 
who fometimes refigned the hours of bufinefs to 


At the nuptials of Orpheus (a modeft comparifon!) all the 
p.arts of animated nature contributed their various gifts j and the 
gods themielves enriched their favourite. Claudian had neither 
flocks, nor herds, nor vines, or olives. His wealthy bride was 
heirefs to them ail. But he carried to Africa, a recommendatory 
letter from Serena, his Juno, and was made happy (Epift. ii. adSe* 
renam). 

''4 Claudian feels the honour like a man who deferved it (in 
prsefat. Bell. Get.). The original infeription, on marble, was 
found at Koine, in the fifteenth century, in the houfe of Pomponius 
Laelus. The ftatue of a jroet, far fuperior to Claudian, fhould have 
been creiled, during his life-time, by the men of letters, his coun- 
trj'incn, and contemporaries. It was a noble deCgn ! 

flumber. 
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flumber, perhaps to ftudyj with the interefted 
diligence of a rapacious minifter, indefatigable in 
the purfuit of unjuft, or facrilegious gain. “ How 
happy, continues Claudian, how happy might it 
be for the people of Italy, if Mallius could be 
** conftantly awake, and if Hadrian would always 
“ fleep"M” The'repofe of Mallius was not 
difturbed by this friendly and gentle admonition ; 
but the cruel vigilance of Hadrian watched the 
opportunity of revenge, and eafily obtained, from 
the enemies of Stilicho, the trifling facrifice of 
an obnoxious poet. The poet concealed himfelf, 
however, during the tumult of the revolution j 
and, confulting the dictates of prudence rather 
than of honour, he addreflfed, in the form of an 
cpiftle, a fuppliant and humble recantation to the 
offended prjefecft. He deplores, in mournful 
ftrains, the fatal indifcretion into which he had 
been hurried by pafTion and folly ; fubmits to the 
imitation of his adverfary, the generous examples 
of the clemency of gods, of heroes, and of lions; 
and exprefTes his hope, that the magnanimity of 
'Hadrian will not trample on a defencelefs and 
contemptible foe, already humbled by difgracc 

•'S See Epigram xxx. 

Mallius indulget fomno noflefque diefque : 

‘ Infomnis Pbariut facra, profana, rapit. 

Omnibus, hoc, Italse genres, cxpofcite votis 
Mallius ut vigilet, dormiat ut Pharius. 

Hadrian was a Pharian (of Alexandria). See his public life in 
Godefroy, Cod. Theodof. tom. vi. p. 364. Mallius did not always 
fleep. He compofed fome elegant dialogues on the Greek fyftems of 
natural philofophy (Claud, in Mall. Theodor. Conf. 61 — iiz-}. 
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and poverty, and deeply wounded by the exile, 
c— y— the tortures, and the death of his deareft friends 

Whatever might be the fuccefs of his prayer, or 
the accidents of his future life, the period of a 
few years levelled in the grave the minifter and 
the poet : but t;he name of Hadrian is almoft 
funk in oblivion, while Claudian is read with plea- 
fure in every country which has retained, or ac- 
quired, the knowledge of the Latin language. If 
we fairly balance his merits and his defects, wc 
Ihall acknowledge, that Claudian does not either 
fatisfy, or filence, our reafon. It would not be 
cafy to produce apaflage that deferves the epithet 
of fublime or pathetic ; to fele<5l a verfe, that 
melts the heart, or enlarges the imagination. 
We ihould vainly feek, in the poems of Clau- 
dian, the happy invention, and artificial conduft, 
of an interefting fable; or the juft and lively re- 
prefentation of the charafters and fituations of real 
life. For the fervice of his patron, he publifhed 
occafional panegyrics and inveftives : and the dc- 
fign of thefe flavilh compofitions encouraged his 
propenfity to exceed the limits of truth and nature. 
Thefe imperfeftions, however, are compenfated 
in fome degree by the poetical virtues of Clau- 
dian. He was endowed with the rare and pre- 
cious talent of raifing the meaneft, of adorning 
the moft barren, and of diverfifying the moft fimi- 
lar, topics : his colouring, more efpecially in de- 
fcripiive poetry, is foft and fplendid ; and he 

Sec Claudian’s firft Epiftle. Yet, in tome places, an air of 
iioiiy and indignation betrays his feertt reluflance. 

fcldom 
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feldom fails to difplay, and even to abufe, the 
advantages of a cultivated underftanding, a co- v— 
pious fancy, an eafy, and fometimes forcible, ex- 
preflion ; and a perpetual flow of harmonious 
verfification. To thefe commendations, inde- 
pendent of any accidents of time and place, we 
muft add the peculiar merit which Claudian de- 
rived from the unfavourable circumftances of his 
birth. In the decline of arts, and of empire, a 
native of Egypt who had received the educa- 
tion of a Greek, aflumed, in a mature age, the 
familiar ufe, and abfolute command, of the La- 
tin language “* j foared above the heads of his 
feeble contemporaries ; and placed himfelf, after 
an interval of three hundred years, among the 
poets of ancient Rome 


>•7 National vanity has made him a Florentine, or a Spaniard. 
But the firft cpiftle of Claudian proves him a native of Alexandria 
(Fabricius, Bibliot. Latin, tom. iii. p. 191 — 202. edit. JCrneft.). 

' His firft Latin verfes were compofed during the confulftiip of 
Probinus, A. D. 395. 

Romanos bibiinus primum, teconfule, fontes, 

Et Latise ceffit Graia Thalia togx. 

Befides Tome Greek Epigrams, which ai-e (till extant, the Latin poet 
had compofed in Greek, the Antiquities of Tarfus, Anaaarbus^ 
Beiytus, Nice, &c. It is more eafy tofupply the lofs of good poetry, 
than of authentic hiftory. 

•'9 Strada (Prolufion v, vl.) allows him to contend with the five 
heroic poets, Lucretius, Virgil, Ovid, Lucan, and Statius. Hi* 
patron is the accomplilhed courtier Balthazar Caftiglione. His ad- 
mirers are numerous and paffionate. Yet the rigid critics reproach 
exotic weeds, or flowers, which fpring too luxuriantly in his Latian 
foil. 
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CHAP. XXXL 

Invafion of Italy by Alaric. -^Manners of the Roman 
Senate and People. — Rome is thrice befieged., and 
at length pillagedy by the Goths.^Death of Alaric. 
—-’The Goths evacuate Italy. — Fall of Confan- 
tine. — Gaul and Spain are occupied by the Bar- 
barians.-— Independence of Britain, 

CHAP. rX^HE incapacity of a weak and diftradted 
XXXI. government may often aflume the appear- 

Weaknefs ancc, and produce the effefts, of a treafonable 
cLr^of correfpondence with the public enemy. If Alaric 
Rawnna,^ himfelf had been introduced into the council of 
Stpt. ’ Ravenna, he would probably have advifed the 
fame meafures which were adually purfued by 
the minifters of Honorius '. The king of the 
Goths would have confpired, perhaps with fomc 
reluftance, to deftroy the formidable adverfary, 
by whofe arms, in Italy as well as in Greece, he 
had been twice overthrown. ‘Their aftive and in- 
lercfted hatred laborioufly accomplilhed the dif- 
grace and ruin of the great Stilicho. The valour 
of Sarus, his fame in arms, and his perfonal, or 
hereditary, influence over the confederate Bar- 
barians, could recommend him only to the friends 
of their country, who defpifed, or detcfled, the 
worthlefs charafters of Turpilio, Varanes, and 
Vigilantius. By the prefling inftances of the new 


• The feries of events, from the death of Stilicho, to the arrival 
•f Alaric before Rome, cab only be found in Zofnnus, 1. v.p. 34.7 — 
350- 
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favourites, thcfe generals, unworthy as they had 
Ihewn themfelves of the name of foldiers *, were v 
promoted to the command of the cavalry, of the 
infantry, and of the domeftic troops. The Gothic 
prince would have fubfcribed with pleafure the 
cdi6t which the fanaticifm of Olympics dictated 
to the fimple and devout emperor. Honorius 
excluded all pcrfons, who were adverfe to the 
catholic church, from holding any office in the 
ftatej obftinately rejedled the fervice of all thofe 
who diffented from his religion ; and raffily dif- 
qualified many of his braved and mod flcilful 
officers, who adhered to the Pagan worlhip, or 
who had imbibed the opinions of Arianifm \ 

Thefe meafures, fo advantageous to an enemy, 

Alaric would have approved, and might perhaps 
have fuggeded ; but it may feem doubtful, whe- 
ther the Barbarian would have promoted his in- 
tered at the expence of the inhuman and abfurd 
cruelty, which was perpetrated by the direflion, 
or at lead with the connivance, of the Imperial 
miniders. The foreign auxiliaries, who had been 
attached to the perfon of Stilicho, lamented his 
death j but the defire of revenge was checked by 
a natural apprehenfion for the fafety of their 

* The exprefllon of Zofimus is ftrong and lively, KarM^ftnru 
ifivmrai toi; a, surra;, fulEcient to excite the contempt of the 

enemy. ' 

> Eos qui catholicsc feflae funt iniinici, intra palatium militare 
prohibemus. Nullus nobis fit aliqua ratione conjunflus, qui a 
nobis fide et religione difeordat. Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. v. leg. 

41. and Godefioy's Commentary, tom. vi. p. 164. This law was 
applied in the uUnoli latitude, and rigoroufly executed. Zofimus, 

1 . V. p. 364. 

wives 
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CHAP, wives and children j who were detained as hoft- 
XXXI 

V , ages in the ftrong cities of Italy, where they had 
likewife depofited their moft valuable efFefts. At 
the fame hour, and as if by a common fignal, the 
cities of Italy were polluted by the fame horrid 
fccnes of univerfal maffacre and pillage, which in- 
volved, in promifcuous deftrudlion, the families 
and fortunes of the Barbarians. Exafperated by 
fuch an injury, which might have awakened the 
tameft and moft fcrvile fpirit, they caft a look of 
indignation and hope towards the camp of Alaric, 
and unanimoufly fwore to purfue, with juft and 
implacable war, the perfidious nation, that had 
fo bafely violated the laws of hofpitality. By 
the imprudent condud of the miniftcrs of Hono- 
rius, the republic loft the afliftance, and defcrved 
the enmity, of thirty thoufand of her braveft fol- 
diers : and the weight of that formidable army, 
which alone might have determined the event of 
the war, was transferred from the fcale of the Ro- 
mans into that of the Goths. 

Alaric In the arts of negociation, as well as in thofe of 
Rome*' war, the Gothic king maintained his fuperior 
A.D. 40S, afeendant over an enemy, whofe feeming changes 
^ ‘ proceeded from the total want of counfcl and dc- 
fign. From his camp, on the confines of Italy, 
Alaric attentively obferved the revolutions of the 
palace, watched the progrefs of faflion and dif- 
content, difguifed the hoftilc afpe£b of a Barbarian 
invader, and affumed the more popular appear- 
ance of the friend and ally of the great Stilicho j 
• to whofe virtues, when they were no longer 
formidable, he could pay a juft tribute of fincere 

praife 
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praife and regfet. The prefEng invitation of the 
malcontents, who urged the king of the Goths to 
invade Italy, was enforced by a lively fenfe of his 
perfonal injuries; and he might fpecioully com- v"’ 
plain, that the Imperial minifters ftill delayed and 
eluded the payment of the four thoufand pounds 
of gold ; which had been granted by the Roman 
fenate, either to reward his lervices, or to appeafe 
his fury. His decent firmnefs was fupported by 
an artful moderation, which contributed to the 
fuccefs of his defigns. He required a fair and 
reafonable fatisfadlion ; but he gave the- ftrongelt 
afluranccs, that, as foon as he had obtained it, 
he would immediately retire. He refufed to truft 
the faith of the Romans, unlefs iEtius and Jafon, 
the fons of two great officers of ftate, were fent 
as hoftages to his camp : but he offered to de- 
liver, in exchange, fevcral of the nobleft youths 
of the Gothic nation. The modefty of Alaric 
was interpreted, by the minifters of Ravenna, as 
a fure evidence of his weaknefs and fear. They 
difdained either to negociate a treaty, or toaflemble 
an army ; and with a raffi confidence, derived 
only from their ignorance of the extreme danger, 
irretrievably wafted the decifive moments of peace 
and war. While they expefted, in fallen filence, 
that the Barbarians ftiould evacuate the confines 
of Italy, Alaric, with bold and rapid marches, 
pafied the Alps and the Po ; haftily pillaged the 
cities of Aquileia, , Altinum, Concordia, and 
Cremona, which yielded to his arms; increafed 
.his forces by the acceffion of thirty thoufand 

, auxiliaries ; 
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CHAP, auxiliaries ; and, without meeting a finglc enemy 
in the field, advanced as far as the edge of the 
morafs which protected the impregnable refi- 
dence of the emperor of the Weft. Inftead of 
attempting the hopelefs fiege of Ravenna, the 
prudent leader of the Goths proceeded to Rimini, 
llretched his ravages along the fea-coaft of the 
Hadriatic, and meditated the conqueft of the 
ancient miftrefs of the world. An Italian her- 
mit, whofe zeal and fandity were rcfpeded by 
the Barbarians themfelves, encountered the vic- 
torious monarch, and boldly denounced the in- 
dignation of heaven againft the opprclfors of the 
earth : but the faint himfclf was confounded by 
the folemn aflTeveration of Alaric, that he felt a 
fecret and prasternatural impulfe, which direded, 
and even compelled, his march to the gates of 
Rome. He felt, that his genius and his fortune 
were equal to the moft arduous cnterprifesj and 
the enthufiafm which he communicated to the 
Goths, infenfibly removed the popular, and al- 
moft fuperftitious, reverence of the nations for 
the majefty of the Roman name. His troops, 
animated by the hopes of fpoil, followed the 
courfe of the Flaminian way, occupied the un- 
guarded pafies of the Apennine *, defeended into 
the rich plains of Umbria j and, as they lay en- 
camped on the banks of the Clitumnus, might 

' ♦ Addlfbn (fee his Works, vol. ii. p. 5ij.. edit. Baflcerville} has 

given a very pifturefque defciiption of the road through the Apen- 
nine. The Goths were not at Icifure to obferve the beauties of the 
profpeft ; but they were pleafed to find tliat the Saxa Intercila, a 
narrow paflage which VefpaCan had cut through the rock (Cluver. 
Italia Antiq. toin. i. p. 6i8.), was totally neglefled. 

wantpnly 
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wantonly flaughter and devour the milk-white 
oxen, which had been fo long referved for the ' 

ufe of Roman triumphs A lofty fituation, and 
a feafonable tempeft of thunder and lightning, 
preferved the littlecity of Narnij but the king of 
the Goths, defpifing the ignoble prey, ftill ad- 
vanced with unabated vigour ; and after he had 
pafled through the ftately arches, adorned with 
the fpoils of Barbaric viftories, he pitched his 
camp under the walls of Rome 

During a period of fix hundred and nineteen Hannibal 
years, the feat of empire had never been vio- of Rome, 
lated by the prefence of a foreign enemy. The 
unfuccefsful expedition of Hannibal % ferved 
only to difplay the charafter of the fenate and 
peoples of a fenate degraded, rather than en- 
nobled, by the comparifon of an affembly of 
kings ; and of a people, to whom the ambaffador 
of Pyrrhus aferibed the inexhauftible refources of 
the Hydra *. Each of the fenators, in the time 

of 

S Hinc albi Clltumni greges, ct maxima Tauru* 

Viftima; fepe tuo perfufi flumine facro 

Romanes ad templa Deum duxere Triumphos. 

Befides Virgil, moft of the Latin poets, Propertius, Lucan, Siliu* 

Italicus, Claudian, See. whofe paflages may be found in Cluverius 
and Addifoa, have celebrated the triumphal viflims of the Clitum- 
nus. 

* Some ideas of the march of Alaric arc borrowed from the jour- 
ney of Honorius over the fame ground. (See Claudian in vi Conf. 

Hon. 494—511.) The meafured diftance between Ravenna and 
Rome, was 154 Roman miles. Itinenir. WelTeling. p. 116. 

7 The march and retreat of Hannibal are dtferibed by Livy, 

1. xxvi. c. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.5 and the reader is made a fpeflator of the 
interefting feene. 

* Thefe comparifons were ufed by Cyneas, the counfellor of 

Pyrrhus, after his return from his embafly, in which he had dili- 
-- - gently 
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^xxx/ Punic war, had accomplifhed hii term of 

« — military fervice, either in a fubordinate or a fu- 
pcrior ftatiori ; and the decree, which inveftcd 
with temporary command all thofe who had been 
confuls, or cenfors, or diftators, gave the repub- 
lic the immediate affiftance of many brave and 
experienced generals. In the beginning of the 
war, the Roman people confined of two hundred 
and fifty thoufand citizens of an age to bear arms *. 
Fifty thoufand had already died in the defence of 
their country ; and the . twenty-three legions 
which were employed in the different camps of 
Italy, Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, re- 
quired about one hundred thoufand men. But 
there ftill remained an equal number in Rome, 
and the adjacent territory, who were animated by 
the fame intrepid courage j and every citizen was 
trained, from his earlieft youth, in the difeipline 
and exercifes of a foldier. Hannibal was afto- 
nilhed by the conftancy of the fenate, who, with- 


{;ently ftudied the difeipline and manners of Rome. See. Plutarch In 
Pyrrho, tom. ii. p. 459. 

9 In the three cenfis which were made of the Roman people, about 
the time of the fecond Punic war, the numbers Hand as follows (fee 
Livy, Epitom. 1. XX. Hilt. 1. xxvii. 36. xxix. 37.), 270,113, 137,108, 
214,000. The fall of the fecond, and the rife of the third3 appears 
fo enormous, that feveral critics, notwithftanding the unanimity of 
the MSS. have fufpefted fome corruption of the text of Livy. (See 
Drakenborch ad xxvii. 36. and Beaufort, Republique Romaine, 
torn. i. p. 325.) They did not confider that the fecond cenfus was 
taken only at Rome, and that the numbers were diminilhed, not only 
by the death, but likewife by the cbfimee, of many foldiers. In the 
third Livy exprcfsly afhrms, that the legions were muftcred 

by the care of particular commilfaries. From the numbers on the 
lift, we mull always deduct one twelfth above threefcore, and. in- 
capable of beat ing aims. See Population de la France, p. 72. 

out 
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out raifing the fiege of Capua, or recalling their 
fcattered forces, expefted his approach. He en- ' — .j — * 
carnped on the banks of the Anio, at the diftance 
of three miles from the city : and he was foon 
informed, that the ground on v/hich he had pitch- 
ed his tent, was fold for an adequate price at a 
public auction ; and that a- body of troops was 
tlifmifled by an oppofite road, to reinforce the 
legions of Spain He led his Africans to the 
gates of Rome, where he found three armies in 
order of battle, prepared to receive him ; but 
Hannibal dreaded the event of a combat, from 
which he could not hope to efcape, unlefs he de- 
flroyed the lafl: of his enemies ; and his fpeedy 
retreat confelTcd the invincible courage of the 
Romans. 

From the time of the Punic war, the uninter- Gewaio- 

Jry ot the 

rupted fuccelTion of fenators had preferved the knators. 
name and image of the republic j and the dege- 
nerate fubjedls of Flonorius ambitioufly derived 
their defeent from the heroes who had repulfed 
the arms of Hannibal, and fubdued the nations 
of the earth. The temporal honours, whicli the 
devout Paula " inherited and dcTpifed, are care- 
fully recapitulated by Jerom, the guide of her 

*0 Livy coniiders thefe two incidents as the elFects only of chance 
and courage. 1 fufpeft that they were both managed by the adtni- 
rablc policy of the fenite. 

•' See Jerom, tom, i. p. ifij, 170. ad Euftochium ; he heflows 
on Paula the fplendid titles, of Giacchorum liirps, foboles Scipiosiuin^ 

Pauli hatres, cujus vocabulum trahit, Martia; Papyiix Mairis Afj i- 
cani vera et germana propago. This particular defciiption fuppofes 
a more folid title than the furname of Julius, which Toxotius thared 
with a tlioufand families of the V/eftern provinces. See the Index 
of Tacitus, of Crutcr’s inferiptions, &c. 

VoL. V. S • . confcience. 
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hiftorian of her life. The 
(— v~>^ genealogy of her father, Rogatus, which afeend- 
cd as high as Agamemnon, might feem to betray 
a Grecian origin } but her mother, Blxfilla, num- 
bered the Scipios, ^milius Paulus, and the Grac- 
chi, in the lift of her anceftors ; and Toxotius, 
the hufband of Paula, deduced his royal lineage 
from ^neas, the father of the Julian line. The 
vanity of the rich, who defired to be noble, was 
gratified by thefe lofty pretenfions. Encouraged 
by the applaufe of their parafites, they eafily im- 
pofed on the credulity of the vulgar ; and were 
countenanced, in fome meafure, by the cuftom of 
adopting the name of their patron, which had al- 
ways prevailed among the freedmen and clients 
of illuftrious families. Moft of thofe families, 
however, attacked by fo many caufes of exterjial 
violence or internal decay, were gradually extir- 
pated : and it would be more reafonable to feek 
for a lineal defeent of twenty generations, among 
the mountains of the Alps, or in the peaceful 
folitude of Apulia, than on the theatre of Rome, 
the feat of fortune, of danger, and of perpetual 
revolutions. Under each fuccefiive reign, and 
from every province of the empire, a crowd of 
' hardy adventurers, rifing to eminence by their 
ralencs or their vices, ufurped the wealth, the 
honours, and the palaces of Rome ; and opprefs- 
cd, or protected, the poor and humble remains 
of contular families; who were ignorant, per-, 
haps, of the glory of their anceftors 

Tacitus (Aniial. iii. 55.) affirms, tliat, between the battle of 
ami the iviirn of Veipafian, the fciiate was giU'iually filled 
*hlk -.,1V famifics, tVoni the ^^lmic!5>ia aiiil tolemies of Itafy. 

I.T 
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in the time of Jcrom and Claudian, the fena- 
tbrs unanimoufly yielded the. pfe-eminence to the ^ 

Anician llntj and a flight vieiV of their hiftory 
will ferve to appreciate the rank and antiquity of miiy. 
the noble families, which contended Only for the 
fecond place During the five firfl: ages of the 
city, the name of the Anicians was unknown j they 
appear to have derived their origin from Prreneftei 
and the ambition of thofe new citizens was long 
fatisfied with the Plebeian honours of tribunes of 
the people One hundred and fiitty-eight years 
before the Chriftian tera, the family was ennobled 
by the PraetOrlhip of Anicius, who glorioufly 
tcrrninated the Illyrian war by the conqueft of 
the nation, and the captivity of their king”. 

From the triumph of that general, three conful- 
Ihips, in diftant periods, mark the fuccelTion of 
the Anician name *®. From the reign of Diocle- 
tian 

Nec quifquam Procerum tentet (licet sere vctufto 
Floreat, et claro cingatur Roma fenatCi) 

Se jaflare parent ; fed prima fede relifla 
Aaehtniis, de jui't licet ceftare fecundo. 

Claud, in Prob. et Olybrii Co(T. iS. 

Such a compliment paid to the obfcure name of the Auchenii nas 
amazed the critics ; but they all agree, that whatever may be tlic true 
reading, the fenfe of Claudian can Be applied only to the Anician 
family. 

•+ The earlielt date in the annals of Pighios, is that of M. Ani- 
cius Gallus. Trib. PI. A. U. C. 506. Another tribune, Ani- 
cius, A. U. C. 508. is difllngiiifhed by the epithet of Pra:neftinus. 

Livy (xlv. 43.) places the Anicii below the great families of Rome. 

•5 Livy, xliv. 30.31. xlv. 3.26.43. He fairly appreciates the 
merit of Anicius, and jiiftly ohferves, that his fasne was clouded b/ 
the fupcrior lullre of the Macedonian, wlriclt preceded the Illyrian, 
triumph. 

The dates of the three conful/hips are, A. U. C. 593, Si 8, 

967 ; the two lali under the rtig>'S of Nvro and Caracalia. The 

S a fe.cnd 
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CHAP, tian to the final extindion of the Weftern em-' 
XXXI. 

«■ ^ ‘ pire, that name (hone with aluftre which was not 

eclipfed in the public cfiimation, by the majefty 
of the Imperial purple The feveral branches, 
to whom it was communicated, united, by mar- 
riage or inheritance, the wealth and titles of the 
Annian, the Petronian, and the Olybrian houfes ; 
and in each generation the number of confuKhips 
was multiplied by an hereditary claim *®. The 
Anician family excelled in faith and in riches: 
tliey were the firft of the Roman fenate who em- 
braced Chriftianity j and’ it is probable that 
Anicius Julian, who was afterwards conful and 
prtefed of the city, atoned for his attachment te 
the party of Maxentius, by the readinefs with 
which he accepted the religion of Conftantine 
Their ample patrimony was increafed by the in- 


fccond of tliefe conAils diftinguifhed himfelf only by his infamous 
iattery (Tacit. Annal. xv. 7+.): but even the evidence of crimes, 
if they bear the (lamp of greatnefs and antiquity, is admitted, with- 
out reluilance, to prove the genealogy of a noble houfe. 

'7 In the fixth century, the nobility of the Anician name is men- 
tioned (Ca(Tiodor. Variar. 1 . x. Ep. 10. 12.) with Angular refpeft 
by the ininillcrof a Gothic king of Italy. 

• ' ■ . ■ Fixus in omnts 

Cognates procedit honos ; quemcumque requiras 
* Hac de (lirpe vinim, ceitum eft de Conl'ule nafei. 

Per fafees numerantur Avi, fem)>eique renata 
Nobilitate virent, et prolem fata fequuniur. 

(Clandlan in Prob. et Olyb. Confulat. iz. Sec.). The Anr.fi, 
whofe name feems to have merged in the Anician, mark the Fafti 
with many confuKhips, from the time of Vefpafian to the fourth ern- 
,tury. 

•9 The title of firft Chriftian fenator may be juftilicd by the autho- 
rity of Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 553.), and the diliike of tfve 
Pagans to the Anician family. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empercurs, 
tom. iv. p. 183. V. Earon. Annal. A. D. 312. N° 78. 

A. D. 322. N° 3. 

' duftry 
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duftrv of Probus, the chief of the Anichn fa- 
mily ; who Ihared with Gratian the honours of y v 
the confuHhip, and exercifed, four times, the 
high office of Prtetorian prtEfeft His immenfe 
eftates were fcattered over the wide extent of the 
Roman world j and though the public might 
fufpeft, or difapprove, the methods, by which 
they had been acquired ; the generofity and mag- 
nificence of that fortunate ftatefman deferved tlie 
gratitude of his clients, and the admiration of 
ftrangers Such was the refped; entertained 
for his memory, that the two Tons of Probus, in 
their earlieft youth, and at the requefl: of the fc-^ 
nate, were afiTociated in the confular dignity : a 
memorable diftinclion, without example, in the 
annals of Rome **. 

. “The marbles of the Aiiician palace,” were Wwlthof 
ufed as a proverbial expreffion of opulence and roblei. 
fplendour ” ■, but the nobles and fenators of Rome 


10 Probus .... claiitudine generis et potentia et opum mag- 
nitudine, cognitus Orbi Roinano, per quern iiniverfum pnene patrj- 
monia fpaiTa pofledit, juftc an iccus non judlcioli.eft noftri. Am- 
iiiian. Marcellin. xxvii. ii. His children and widow ereflcd for 
him a magnificent tomb in the Vatican, which was demoli/hed in the 
time of pope Nicholas V. to make room for the new church of St. 
Peter. Baronius, who laments the ruin of this Chrillian monument^ 
has diligently preferved the inferiptions and baflb-retievos. See 
Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 395. N" 5 — 17. 

*' Two Periian Satraps travelled to Milan and Rome, to hear St. 
Ambrofe, and to fee Probus. (Paulin, in Vit. Ambruf.) Claudiaq 
(in Conf. Probin. et Olybr. 30—60.) feems at a lofs, how to e*< 
prefs the glory of Probus. 

** See the poem which Claudian addrelTed to the two noble 
youths. 

Secundinus, the Manichxan, ap. Baron. Annal, Ecclef. 

* A. p. 390. N° 34. 

S 3 ' afpired| 
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afpired, in due gradation, to imitate that illuf- 
■_ - — trious family. The accurate defcription of the 
city, which was compofed in the Theodofian age, 
enumerates one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty houfest the refidence of wealthy and ho- 
' nourable citizens Many of thefe (lately man- 
fions might almofl: excufe the exaggeration of the 
poet } that Rome contained a multitude of pa- 
laces, and that each palace was equal to a city : 
fince it included within its own precindls, every 
thing which could be fubfervient cither to ufe or 
luxury ; markets, hippodromes, temples, foun- 
tains, baths, porticos, lhady groves, and artificial 
aviaries The hiftorian Olympiodorus, who 
repre'fents the (tateofRorne when it was befieged 
by the Goths continues to obferve, that feve- 
ral of the richell fenators received from their 
eftates an annual income of four thoufand pounds 
of gold, above one hundred and fixty thoufapd 
pounds fterling ; without computing the Rated 
provifion of corn and wine, which, had they been 
fold, might have equalled in value one third of 

*4 See Nardini, Roma Antica, p. 89. 498. 500. 

•* 

*5 Quid loqiiar inclufas inter laqueajia fylvas j 
Vernula qupc vario carmine ludit avis. 

Claud. Rutil. Numatlan Itinerar, ver. iii, 

' The poet lived at the time of the Gothic invaiion. A moderate pa- 

lace would have covered Cincinnatus's farm ot lour acres (V’al. Max. 
iv. 4.). In laxitatem runs excurrunt, fays Seneca, Epift. 114. Sec 
a judiciotis note of Mr. Hume, Elfays, vol. i. p. 56a. lail 8vo edi- 
tion. 

This curious account of Rome, in the reign of Honorius, is 
found in a fragment of the hidorian Olympiodorus, ap. Photium, 
p. 197. 

. ■ - the 
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the money. Compared to this immoderate wealth, 
an ordinary revenue of a thoufan4 or fifteen hun- 
dred pounds of gold might be confidered as no 
more than adequate to the dignity of the fena- 
torian rank, which required many expences of a 
public and oftentatious kind. Several examples 
are recorded in the age of Honorius, of vain and 
popular nobles who celebrated the year of their 
praetorfhip, by a feftival, which lafted feven days, 
and coft above one hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling’^. The eftates of the Roman fenators, 
which fo far exceeded the proportion of modern 
wealth, were not confined to the limits of Italy. 

Their pofleffions extended far beyond the Ionian 
and ^gean feas, to the moft diftant provinces ; 
the city of Nicopolis, which Augultus had found- 
ed as an eternal monument of the Aclian vidory, 
was the property of the devout Paula” j and it is 

*7 The fons of Alypius, of Symmachus, and of Maximus, fpent, 
during their rclpeftive prxtorihips, twelve, or twenty, or forty, cen- 
tentria (or, hundred weight of gold). See Olyinpiodor. ap. Phot. * 
p. 197. This popular eftimation allows Ibine latitude; but it is dif- 
ficult to explain a law in the Theodofian Code ( 1 . vi. leg. 5.), which 
fixes the cxpence of the firft praetor at 25,000, of the fecond at 20,000, 
and of the til ird at i ^,ooo/o//ei. The name of foliis (fee Mem. de 
I'Academie dcs Inftriptions, tom. xxviii. p. 727.) was equally ap- 
j'licd to a purfc of 125 pieces of filver, and to a fmall copper coin of 
the value of of that purfe. In the former fenfe, the 25,000 

follcs would be equal to 150,000 1. in the latter to five or fix pounds 
fterling. The one appeal's extravagant, the other is ridiculous. \ 

There mull have exifted fome third, and middle value, which is here 
undcrltood ; but ambiguity is an inexcufable fault in the language of 
laws. 

s* Nicopolis ... in Aftiaco littore fita pofiefiionis teftrae nunc 
pars vel maxima eft. Jerom. in prsefat. Comment, ad Epittol. qd 
Titum, tom. ix. p. 24.3. M. de Tillemont fuppofes, ftraagely 
enough, that it was pait of Agamemnon’s inheritance. Mem, Ec- 
clef. tom. xii. p. 85. 

S 4 obferved 
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obferved by Seneca, that the rivers, which had. 

^ — ,i divided hoftile nations, now flowed through the ' 
lands of private citizens According to their 
temper and circumftances, the eftates of the Ro- 
mans were either cultivated by the labour of their 
flaves, or granted, for a certain and /ftipulated 
rent, to the induftrious farmer. The oeconomi- 
cal writers of antiquity ftrenuoufly recommend 
the former method, wherever it may be prafti- 
cable ; but if the objedt fliould be removed, by 
its diftancc or magnitude, from the immediate 
eye of the matter, they prefer the aftive care of 
an old hereditary tenant, attached to the foil, and 
interefted in the produce, to the mercenary ad- 
minittration of a negligent, perhaps an unfaith- 
ful, tteward’^ 

TheJr The opulcnt nobles of an immenfe capital^ 

manners, vievc never excited by the purfuit of military 

glory, and fcldom engaged in the occupations of 
civil government, naturally refigned their leifurc 
to the bufinefs and amufements of private life. 
At Rome, commerce was always held in con- 

*9 Seneca, Eplft. Ixxxlx. His language is of the declamatoiy 
kind : but declamation could fcaicely exaggerate the avarice and lux-, 
ury of the Romans. The philofopher hirafelf defei-ved fome lhare 
of the reproach ; if it be ti-ue, that his rigorous exaftion of ^a- 
li ingcn;hi, abovd three hundred thoiifand pounds, which he had lent 
at high interell, provoked a rebellion in Britain. (Dion CaffiuS, 
1 . Ixii. p. 1003.) According to the conjefture of Gale (Antoni- 
nus's Itinerary in Britain, p. 92.), the fame Fauftinus poirelTed an 
cllate near Bury, in Suffolk, and another in the kingdom of Naples. 

30 Volitfius, a wealthy fenator (Tacit. Annal. iii. 30.), always 
preferred tenants born on the eftate. Columella, who received this 
maxim from him, argues very jtidicioully on the fubjefl. Dt Rc 
Jlullica, 1 . i. c. 7. p. 408, edit. Gefncr Leipfig, 1735. ' 

'' •'tempt ; 
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tempt : but the fenators, from the firft age of the C h a p. 
republic, increafed their patrimony, and mul- ■_ f 
tiplied their clients, by the lucrative praftice of 
ufury j and the obfolcte laws were eluded, or 
violated, by the mutual inclinations and intereft 
of both parties A confiderable mafs of trea- 
fure muft always have exilled at Rome, either in 
the current coin of the empire, or in the form of 
gold and filver plate ; and there were many fide- 
boards in the time of Pliny, which contained 
more folid filver, than had been tranfported by 
Scipio from vanquilhed Carthage **. The great- 
er part of the nobles, who dilfipated their for-^ 
tunes in profufe luxury, found themfelves poor in 
the midft of wealth j and idle in a conftant round 
of diffipation. Their defires were continually 
gratified by the labour of a thoufand hands; of 
the numerous train of their domefiic flaves, who 
were adluated by the fear of punifiiment ; and of 
the various profeflionsof artificers and merchants, 
who were more powerfully impelled by the hopes 
of gain. The ancients were dellitute of rnanvof 
the conveniencies of life, which have been in- 
vented or improved by the progrel’s of induftryj 
and the plenty of glafs and linen has diffufed more 

3 ’ Valeftus (ad Ammian. xlv. 6.) has proved, fiotn Chryfoltorn 
and Auguftin, that the fenators were not allowed to lend money at 
itfury. Yet it appears from the Theodofian Code (fee Godefroy ad 
1 . ii. tit. xxxiii. tom. i. p. 230— iSg.), that they were permitted to < 

t.ake fix per cent, or one half of the legal intereft ; and, what is 
more fingular, this permiffion was granted to the fenators. 

3 * Hiin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 50. He dates the filver at only 43S0 
pounds, which is increafed by Livy (xxx. 45.) to 100,023 : the for- 
mer feems too little for an opulent city, the latter too much for any 
private lide-board. . . 

re-il 
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Scx^i^" comforts among the modern nations of Eu- 
rope, than the fenators of Rome could derive from 
all the refinements of pompous or fenfual lux- 
ury ”, Their luxury, and their manners, have 
' been the fubjeft of minute and laborious difqui- 
fition : but as fuch enquiries would divert me too 
long from the defign of the prefent work, I fliall 
produce an authentic ftate of Rome and its inha- 
bitants, which is more peculiarly applicable to 
the period of the Gothic invafion. Ammianus 
Marcellinus, who prudently chofc the capital of 
/ the empire, as the refidence the beft adapted. to 
the hillorian of his own times, has mixed with 
the narrative of public events, a lively reprefenta- 
tion of the feenes with which he was familiarly 
converfant. The judicious reader will not always 
approve the afperity of cenfure, the choice of 
circumftances, or the ftyle of expreflion : he will 
perhaps detcdl: the latent prejudices, and pcrfonal 
refentments, which foured the temper of Am» 
mianus himfelf but he will fiirely obferve, with 
philofophic curiofity, the interefting and original 
pidlure of the manners of Rome 

The learned Arbuthnot (Tables of Ancient Coins, &c. p. 1 53.) 
has ohferved with humour, and I believe with truth, that Auguihis 
had neither glafs to his windows, nor a lliirt to his back. Un'dcrthe 
lower empire, the ufc of linen and glafs became fomewhat more 
common. 

34 It is incumbent on me to explain the liberties which - 1 have 
taken with the text of Ammianus. 1. I have melted down into one 
piece, the fixth chapter of the fourteenth, and tlie fourth of the 
twenty-eighth, book. s. I have given order and connexion to ih^ 
confufed mafs of materials. 3. I have foftened extravagant 
hyperboles, and pared away fomc fuperSuities of the original. 4. ^ 
have developed fomc obfert'ations which were infinuatcd, rather than 
expitfTed. With ihefc allowances, my verlion will be found, not 
literal indeed, but f.iiihful and exafl. 

** The 
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The greatnefs of Rome (fuch is the Ian- 
“ guage of the hiftorian) was founded on the 
“ rare, and almoft incredible, alliance of virtue 
and of fortune. The long period of her in- n°- 
“ fancy was employed in a laborious ftruggle Ammia- 
“ againft the tribes of Italy, the neighbours and 
“ enemies of the rifing city. In the ftrength and 
“ ardour of youth, Ihe fuftained the ftorms of 
“ war; carried her viftorious arms beyond the 
“ feas and the mountains ; and brought home 
“ triumphal laurels from every country of the 
** globe. At length, verging towards old age, 
and fometimes conquering by the terror only 
“ of her name, (he fought the blcflings of eafe 
and tranquillity. The venerable city, which 
had trampled on the necks of the fierceft na- 
tions ; and cftablilhed a fyftcm of laws, the 
“ perpetual guardians of juftice and freedom j 
“ was content, like a wife and wealthy parent, to 
“ devolve on the Caefars, her favourite fons, the 
care of governing her ample patrimony A 
** fecure and profound peace, fuch as had been 
once enjoyed in the reign of Numa, fucceeded 
“ to the tumults of a republic ; while Rome was 
« ftill adored as the queen of the earth ; and the 
“ fubjeft nations ftill reverenced the name of the 
“ people, and the majefty of the fenate. But ' 


31 Claudian, who feems to have read the hiftory of Ammianus, 
]peaks of this great revolution in a much lefs courtly ftyle : 
Poftquam jura ferox in fe communia Caefar * 
Tranftulit; et lapli mores ; defuetaque prifeis 
Al'tibus, in gremium pacis fervile recefli. 

De Bell. Gildonicp, 49. 

this 
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A^p. this native fpkndour (continues Ammianus) is 
•C > “ degraded, and fullied, by the condufl of fome 
“ nobles j who, unmindful of their own dignity, 
* “ and of that of their country, aflume an un- 

** bounded licence of vice and folly. They con* 
“ tend^with each other in the empty vanity of 
titles and furnames j and curioufly feleft, or 
invent, the moft lofty and fonorous appella- 
“ tions, Reburrus, or Fabunius, Pagonius, or 
‘‘ Tirrafius which may imprefs the ears of the 
“ vulgar with aftonilhment and refpeft. From ^ 
“ vain ambition of perpetuating their memory, 
“ they afFeft to multiply their likenefs, in ftatues 
of bronze and marble j nor are they fatisfied, 
“ unlefs thofe ftatues are covered with plates of 
“ gold : an honourable diftinfUon, firft granted 
*''to Acilius the conful, after he had fubdued, by 
“ his arms and counfels, the power of king An- 
tiochus. The oftentation of difplaying, of 
“ magnifying perhaps, the rent-roll of the eftates 
“ which they poflefs in all the provinces, from 
the rifing to the fetting fun, provokes the juft 
** refentment of every man, who recollefls, that 
their poor and invincible anceftors were not 
“ diftinguiftied from the meaneft of the foldiers, 
“ by the delicacy of their food, or the fplendouf 


Tiic minute diligence of antiquarians has not been able to ve- 
rify tlicfe extraonJinary names. I am of opinion that they were in- - 
vented by the hiftorian himfelf, who was afraid of any peiibnal fatire 
or application. It is ceitiiii, however, that the fiinple denomina- 
tions of the Romans were gradually lengthened to the number of 
four, five, or even I’even, pompous furnames ; as for inftance, Mar- 
cus Maecius Msemmius Furius Balburius Csecillanus Placidus. See 
Noris Cenotaph. Pifan. Dlffert. iv. p. 438. 
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“ of their apparel. But the modern nobles mea- 
fure their rank and confequence according to 
“ the loftinefs of their chariots’', and the weighty 

magnificence of their drefs. Their long robes <. 

of filk and purple float in the wind ; and as 
they are agitated, by art or accident, they oc- 
cafionally difeover the under garments, the 
“ rich tunics, embroidered with the figures of 

various animals ”, Followed by a train of i 

“ fifty fervants, and tearing up the pavement, i 

they move along the ftreets with the fame im- 
“ petuous fpeed as if they travelled with poft- 
“ horfes; and the example of the fenators is boldly , 

“ imitated by the matrons and ladies, whofc co- 
“ vered carriages are continually driving round 
** the immenfc fpace of the city and fuburbs, 

“ Whenever thefe perfons of high diftindlion 
“ condefeend to vifit the public baths, they af- 
“ fume, on their entrance, a tone of loud and 

?7 The cairuc^, or coaches of the Romans, were often of foiid 
filver, curioufly carved and engraved ; and the trappings of the mules, 
or horfes, were embofied with gold. This niagnihccnce continued 
from the reign of Nero to that of Ilonorius ; and the Appian way 
was covered with the fplenjid equipages of the nobles, who came out 
to meet St. Melania, when (lie returned to Rome, fix years beftse 
the Gothic fiege (Seneca, epirtol. Ixxxvii. Plin. Hill. Natur. xxxiii. 

49. Paulin. Nolan, apud Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 397. N°5-). 

Yet pomp is well exchangeii for convenience ; and a plain modern 
coach, that is hung upop fprings, is much preferable to the filver or 
gold carts of antiquity, which rolled on the axle-tree, and were ex- 
pofed, for the molt part, to the inclemency of the weather. 

In a homily of Allerius, bilhop of AmaCa, M. de Valois has 
difeovered (ad Ammian. xiv. 6.) that this was a new fafiiion ; that 
bears, wolves, lions, and tygers, woods, hunting-matches, &c. 
were repiefented in embroidery; and that the more pious coxcombs 
iubftiiuted the figure or legend of feme favourite faint. 

I “ infolenc 
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^xxxi’ command, and appropriate to their 

' i “ own ufe the conveniencies which were defign- 
“ ed for the Roman people. Iff in thefe places 
' “ of mixed and general refort, they meet any of 

the infamous minifters of their pleafures, they 
expfefs their affeftion by a tender embrace ; 

• '‘while. they proudly decline the falutations of 
“ their fellow-citizens, who are not permitted to 
afpire above the honour of killing their hands, 
** or their knees. As foon as they have indulged 
themfelves in the refrelhment of the bath, they 
** rcfume their rings, and the other enfigns of 
their dignity j feleft from their private ward- 
robe of the fineft linen, fuch as might fufficc 
for a dozen perfons, the garments the moft 
“ agreeable to their fancy, and maintain till their 
** departure the fame haughty demeanour; which 
** perhaps might have been excufed in the great 
“ Marcellus, after the conqueft of Syracufe. 
** Sometimes, indeed, thefe heroes undertake 
" more arduous atchievements ; they vifu their 
" eftates in Italy, and procure themfelves, by the 
“ toil of fervile hands, the amufements of the 
, “ chace If at any time, but more efpecially 

“ on a hot day, they have courage to fail, in 
their painted gallies, from the Lucrine lake ** 

“ to 

?9 See Pliny's EpilHes, I. 6. Three large wild boars were allur- 
1 ed and taken in the toils, without interrupting the ftudies of the 

pliilofophic fportfman. 

■ The change from tl\e inaufpicious word /Ivenius, which Hand* 
^ in the text, is immaterial. The two lakes, Avernus and Lucrinus, 
communicated with each other, and were falliioned by the ftupendous 

moles 
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** to their elegant villas on the fea-coaft of Pu- chap'. 

° xxxl. 

teoli and Cayeta**, they compare their own i — ,1 

expeditions to the marches of Csefar and Alex- 

ander. Yet Ihould a fly prefume to fettle on 

** the filken folds of their gilded umbrellas ; 

(hould a fun-beam penetrate through fome un- 

** guarded and imperceptible chink, they deplore 

** their intolerable hardfhips, and lament, in af- 

** fefted language, that they were not born in 

** the land of the Cimmerians **, the regions of 

eternal darknefs. In thefe journies into the 

country the whole body of the houfehold 

marches with their matter. In the fame man- 

moles of Agrippa into the Julian port, which opened, through a nar- 
row entrance, into the gulph of Puteoli. Virgil, who refided on the 
fpot, has deferibed (Geergic ii. i6i.) this work at the moment of 
its execution ; and his commentators, efpecially Catrou, have de- 
rived much light from Strabo, Suetonius, and Dion. Earthquakes 
and volcanos have changed the face of the country, and turned the 
Lucrine lake, fince the year 1538, into the Monte Nuovo. See Ca- 
mille Pellegrino Difcorfi della Campania Felice, p. 239. 244, &c. 

Antonii Sanfclicii Campania, p. 13. 88. 

4 « The regna Cumana et Puteolana ; loca caeteroqui valJe expe- 
tenda, interpellantiuin autem multitudine poene fugienda. Cicero 
ad Attic, xvi. 1 7. 

4 * The proverbial expreflion of Cirnmenan darknefs was originally 
borrowed from the defeription of Homer (in the eleventh book of the 
OdylTey), which he applies to a remote and fabulous country on tlie 
lliores of the ocean. See Erafnii Adagia, in his works, tom. ii. 
p. 593. the Leyden edition. 

4 J We may learn from Seneca, epifl. cxxiii. three cuiious clrcum- 
ftances relative to the joumies of the Romans, i. They were pre- 
ceded by a troop of Numidian light horl'c, who announced, by a 
cloud of dull, the approach of a great man. 2. Their baggage mules 
tranfportid not only the precious vafes, but even the fragile veflels 
of chryftal and murra, which laft is alnioll proved, by the learned 
French tranilator of Seneca (tom. iii. p.402 — 422.) to mean the 
porcelain of China and Japan. 3. The beautiful faces of the young 
llaves wcie c- v-red with a medicated crull, or ointment, which lecur- 
ed diem agaiili the elTcfls of the fun and froll, 

• d. *'ner 
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CHAP, tc ncr as the cavalry ahd infantry, the heavy an<i 
“ the light armed troopsj the advanced guard 
“and the rear, are marflialled by the flcill of 
“ their military leaders } fo the domeftic officers* 
“ who bear a rod, as an enfign of authority, dif- 
«* tribute and arrange the numerous train of 
“ flaves and attendants. The baggage and ward- 
“ robe move in the front j and are immediately 
“ followed by a multitude of cooks, and inferior 
minifters, employed in the fervice of the kit-* 
chens, and of the table. The main body is 
“ compofcd of a promifcuous crowd of flaves, 
increafed by the accidental concourfc' of idle* 
** or dependent plebeians. The^rear is clofcd by 
“ the favourite band of eunuchs, diftributed. from 
age to youth, according to the order -of fe- 
** niority. Their numbers, and their deformity*: 
excite the horror of the indignant fpectators, 

’ who are ready to execrate the memory of Se- 

** miramis, for the cruel art which Ihe invented, 


** of fruftrating the purpofes of nature, ar^ of' 

“ blafting in the bud the hopes of future gene- 
rations. In the exercife of domeftic jurifdic- 
tion, the nobles of Rome exprefs an exquifitc 
fenfibility for any perfonal injury, and a con- 
** temptuous indifference for the reft of the human 
“ fpecies. When they have called for warm ,wa- 
“ ter, if a flave has been tardy in his obedience*. 

he is inftantly chaftifed with three hundred 
** lalhes : but fhould the fame flave commit a 
“ wilful murder, the mafter will mildly obferve, 

“ that he is a worthlefs fellow j bur that, if he 
** repeats the offence, he ftiall not efcape punifh- 

rnent# 
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** hient. Hofpitality was formerly the virtue of 
** the Rorhans j and every ftranger, who could 
plead either merit or misfortune, was relieved, 

** or rewarded, by their generofity. At prefcnt, 

“ if a foreigtier, perhaps of no contemptible 
“ rank, is introduced to one of the proud and 
** wealthy fenators, he is welcomed indeed in the 
“ firft audicncej with fuch warm profeffions, and 
** fuch kind enquiries, that he retires, enchanted 
** with the affability of his illuftrious friend, 

** and full of regret that he had fo long delayed 
his journey to Rome, the native feat of man- 
“ ners, as well' as of empire. ^ Secure of a favour- 
able reception, he repeats his viGt the enfuing 
day, and is mortified by the difeovery, that his 
“ perfon, his name, and his country, are already 
^ forgotten. If he ftiil has refolution to pe-rfe- 
vere, he is gradually numbered in the train of 
“ dependents, and obtains the permifTion to pay 
** his afliduous and unprofitable court to a haugh- 
** ty patron, incapable of gratitude or friendfhipj 
** who fcarcely deigns to remark hisprefence, his, 
departure, or his return. Whenever the rich 
** prepare a folemn and popular entertainment 
“ whenever they celebrate, with profufe and per- 

“ nicioua 

Diftributio folemnium rijortulanim. 1l\\k ffurtu’a, or ffortcHa, 

■were I'mall ba&ets, fuppofecl lo contairf a quantity of hot provifions, 
of the value of too quadiantes, or twelve- pence halfpenny, which 
■were ranged in order in the hall, and oflentatiouily Jiftributed to the 
hungry or fervlle crowd, who waited at the door. This indelicate 
cuftoin is very frequently mentioned in the epigiams of Martial, and 
the fatires of Juvenal. See I'kowife Suetonius, in Claud, c. j. i. in 
Ncron. c. in Dnmitlan. c. 4. 7. Thefe balhiets of pr«vilson 3 
Voi. V. T w«r« 
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« nicious luxury, their private banquets j the 
t.— V—. / ** choice of the guefts is the fubjeft of anxi^ 
“ ous deliberation. The modeft, the fober, and 
“ the . learned, are feldom preferred j and the 
nomenclators, who are commonly fwayed by 
** interefted motives, have the addrefs to infert 
in the lift of invitations, the obfeure names of 
. , “ the moft worthlefs of mankind. But the fre- 

“ quent and familiar companions of the great, 
‘‘ are thofe parafites, who practife the moft ufe- 
ful of all arts, the art of flattery j who eagerly 
“ applaud each word, and every aftion of their 
“ immortal patron j gaze with rapture on his 
“ marble columns, and variegated pavements } 
“ and ftrenuoufly praife the pomp and elegance, 
“ which he is taught to confider as a part of his 
perfonal merit. At the Roman tables, the 
“ birds, the fquirrels*\ or the fifli, which appear 

were afterwards converted into large pieces of gold and filvcr coin, 
<>T plate, which were mutually given and accepted even by the per- 
(ons of the highett rank (fee Symmach. epift. iv. 55. ix. 114.. and 
Mifcell. p. foleinn occafions, of confulfhips, marriages, 

&c. 

♦s The want of an Englifli name obliges me to refer to the com- 
mon genus of fqiiirrels, the Latin giis, the French /«>; a little ani- 
mal who inhabits the woods, and remains torpid in cold weather 
(See Plin. Hift. Natur. viii. 81. Buffon, Hift. Naturelle, tom. viii. 
p. 158. Pennant’s Synopfis of Quadrupeds, p. 289.). The art of 
rearing and fattening gi'cat numbers of giira was praftifed in Roman 
villas, as a profitable article of rural oeconomy (Varro, de Re Ruf- 
tica, iii. 15.)- The cxceflive demand of them for luxuiTous tables, 
was increafed by the foolifh prohibitions of the Cenfors ; and it is 
lepoTted, that they are ftill efteemed in modern Rome, and are fre- 
quently fent as prefents by the Colonna princes (See Brotier, the 
, laft editor of Pliny, tom. ii. p. apud Baibou, i 7790 - 

of 
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“ of an uncommon fize, are contemplated with 
curious attention j a pair of fcales is accurately 
“ applied, to afcertain their real weight; and, 
“ while the more rational guefts are difgufted by 
“ the vain and tedious repetition, notaries are 
“ fummoned to atteft, by an authentic record, 
“ the truth of fuch a marvellous event. Another 
“ method of introduflion into the houfes and 
fociety of the great, is derived from the pro- 
feflion of gaming, or, as it is more politely 
“ ftyled, of play. The confederates are united 
** by a ftrifl and indiflbluble bond of friendlhip, 
** or rather of confpiracy ; a fuperior degree of 
“ fkill in the Tejferarian art (which may be in- 
** terpreted the game of dice and tables**) is a 
** fure road to wealth and reputation. A mafter 
“ of that fublime fcience, who in a fupper, or 
“ aflembly, is placed below a magiftrate, difplays 
in his countenance the furprife and indignation, 
“ which Cato might be fuppofed to feel, when he 
“ was refufed the prstorlhip by the votes of a 
“ capricious people. The acquifition of know- 

46 This game, which might be tranflated by the more farailiar 
names of triSlrac, or backgarnmon, was a favourite amufement of the 
graved Romans ; and old Mucius Scxvola, the lawyer, had the re- 
putation of a very Ikilful player. It was called tudui duoMdm ferip- 
torim, from the twelve feripta, or lines, which equally divided the 
alvtolut, or table. On thefe, the two armies, the white and the black, 
each confiding of fifteen men, or ciUuU, were regularly pl.aced, and 
alternately moved, according to the laws of the game j and the 
chances of the tejftra, or dice. Dr. Hyde, who diligently traces the 
hidory and varieties of the ntrdikdium (a name ofPerfic etymology) 
from Ireland to Japan, pours forth, on this trifling fubjeft, a copi- 
ous torrent of claflic and Oriental learning. See Syntagma DifTeitat. 
tom. ii. p. aiy— 405. 

T 2 c( ledge 
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Scxxr^ ledge rddom engages the curiofity of the no- 
“ bles, who abhor the fatigue, and difdain the 
advantages,' of ftudy j and the only books which 
they perufe are the fatires of Juvenal, and the 
vcrbofe and fabulous hiftories of Marius Maxi- 
mus The libraries, which they have inhe- 
“ rited from the^r fathers, are fecluded, like 
dreary fepulchrcs, from the light of day **. 
“ But the cuflly inftruments of the theatre, flutes, 
“ and enormous lyres, and hydraulic organs, are 
“ conftrudted for their ufe and the harmony of 
“ vocal and inftrumental mufic is inceflantly 
“ repeated in the palaces of Rome. In thofe 
palaces, found is preferred to fenfe, and the 
care of the body to that of the mind. It is 
“ allowed as a falutary maxim, that the light 
and frivolous fufpicion of a contagious malady, 
is of fufficient weight to excufe the vifits of the 
** mod: intimate friends ; and even the fervants, 
“ who are difpatched to make the decent enqui- 
“ ries, are not fuffered to return home, till they 
** have undergone the ceremony of a previous 
“ ablution. Yet this felfifh and unmanly deli- 
, ** cacy occafionally yields to the more imperious 

paflion of avarice. The profpeft of gain will 

4? Muritis Maximus, homo omnium Terbofiffim'us, qui, et my- 
thiftoricis fe voluminibus implicavit. Vopifeus, in Hift. Auguft. 
p. 24Z. He wrote the lives of the Emperors, from Trajan to Alex- 
ander Severn s. See Gerard, Voflius dc Hiftoricis Latin. 1 . ii. c. 3. 
in his works, vol. iv. p. 57. 

4 * This fatire is probably exaggerated.' The Saturnalia of Ma- 
crobius, and the EpilUes of Jerom, afford fatisfaflory proofs, that 
Chriftian theology, and claflic literature, were ftudioully cultivated 
by feveial Homans, of botlt fexes, and of the higheft rank. 

** urge 
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" urge a rich and gouty fenator as far as Spoleto j 
“ every fentiment of arrogance and dignity is \mi II "»l — ^ 
“ fubdued by the hopes of an inheritance, or 
even of a legacy ; and a wealthy, childlefs, 
citizen is the moft powerful of the Romans. 

** The art of obtaining the fignature of a favour- 
** able teftament, and fometimes of haftening the 
** moment of its execution, is perfeftly under- 
** flood j and it has happened, that in the fame ' 

“ houfe, though in different apartments, a huf- 
band and a wife, with the laudable defign of 
over-reaching each other, have fummoned 
** their refpeftive lawyers, to declare, at the fame 
“ time, their mutual, but contradiflory, intcn- 
“ tions. The diflrefs which follows and chaftilcs 
extravagant luxury, often reduces the great to 
“ the ufe of the moft humiliating expedients. 

“ When they defire to borrow, they employ the 
“ bafe and fupplicating ftyle of the Have in the 
“ comedy ; but when they are called upon to 
“ pay, they aflu me the royal and tragic declama- 
tion of the grandfons of Hercules. If the de- 
mand is repeated, they readily procure fomc 
_"'trufty fycophant, inftrufled to maintain a charge 
" of poifon, or magic, againft the infolent cre- 
“ ditor } who is feldom releafed from prifon, till 
he has figned a difcharge of the whole debt. 

“ Thefe vices, which degrade the moral chara£lcr 
“ of the Romans, are mixed with a puerile fupcr- 
“ ftition, that difgraces their underftanding. 

They liften with confidepce to the prediflions 
“ of harufpices, who pretend to read, in the en- 

T 3 ** trails ' . 
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CHAP, tc trails of vifUms, the figns of future grcatnefs 

XXXL ^ o « 

“ and profpcrity j and there are many who do not 
“ prefume either to bathe, or to dine, or to appear 
“ in public, till they have diligently confulted, 
“ according to the rules of aftrology, the fitua- 
“ tion of Mercury, and the afpeft of the moon **. 

It is Angular enough, that this vain credulity 
“ may often be difcovered among the prophane 
fceptics, who impioufly doubt, or deny, the 
exiftcnce of a celeftial power.” 

In populous cities, which are the feat of 
commerce and manufadlures, the middle ranks 
of inhabitants, who derive their fubfiftence from 
the dexterity, or labour, of their hands, are com- 
monly'the moft prolific, the moft ufeful, and, in 
that fenfe, the moft rcfpeiftable, part of the com- 
munity. But the plebeians of Rome, who dif- 
dained fuch fedentary and fervile arts, had been 
opprefled, from the earlieft times, by the weight 
of debt and ufury j and the hulbandman, during 
the term of his military fervice, \vas obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm The lands 
of Italy, which had been originally divided among 
the families of free and indigent proprietors, 
were infenfibly purchafed, or ufurped, by the' 


State and 
charafter 
of the 
people of 
Rome. 


4 * Macrobius, the friend of thefe Roman nobles, confidered the 
ftars as the canfe, or at lead the figns, of future events (de Somn. 
Scipion. 1 . i. c. 19. p. 68.). 

49 The hiftories of Livy (fee particularly vi. 36.) are full of the 
extortions of the rich, and the fufferings of the poor debtors. The 
melancholy ftory of a brave old foldier (Dionyf. Hal. 1 . vi. c. 26. 
' p. 347. edit. Hudfon, and Livy, ii. 23.) mull have been frequently 
repeated in thofe primitive times, which have been fo undefervedly 
piatifcJ. • 

" avarice 
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avarice of the nobles ; and in the age which pre- 
ceded the fall of the republic, it was computed, 
that only two thoufand citizens were poffefled of 
any independent fubftance Yet as long as the 
people bellowed, by their fuffrages, the honours 
of the Hate, the command of the legions, and 
the adminiftration of wealthy provinces, their 
confeious pride alleviated, in fome meafure, the 
hardlhips of poverty j and their wants were fea- 
fonably fupplied by the ambitious liberality of the 
candidates, who afpired to fecure a venal ma- 
jority in the thirty-five tribes, or the huiKired and 
ninety-three centuries, of Rome, But when the 
prodigal commons had imprudently alienated not 
only the u/e, but the inheritanccy of power, they 
funk, under the reign of the Caefars, into a vile 
and wretched populace, which mull, in a few 
generations, have been totally extinguilhed, if it 
had not been continually recruited by the manu- 
miflion of Haves, and the influx of llrangers. As 
early as the time of Hadrian, it was the juft com- ' . 
plaint of the ingenuous natives, that the capital 
had attracted the vices of the univerfe, and the 
manners of the moll oppofite nations. The in- • 
temperance of the Gauls, the cunning and levity 
of the Greeks, the favage obftinacy of the Egyp- 
tians and Jews, the fervile temper of the Afiatics, 

5 ° Non elTe in cii'itate duo millia hominum qui rem haberent. 

Cicero. Offic. ii. 21. and Comment. Paul. Manut. in edit. Gr*v. 

This vague computation was made A. U. C. 649. in a fpeech of the 
tribune Philippus; and it was his objcfl, as well as that of the 
Gracchi (fee Plutarch) ; to deplore, and perhaps to exaggerate, the 
mifery of the common people. 

T 4 and 
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^xxxi^ and the dlffolute, effeminate proftitution of the 

V Syrians, were mingled^in the various multitude} 

which, under the proud and falfe denomination 
of Romans, prefumed to defpife their fcllow-r 
fubje£ts, and even their fovereigns, who dwelt 
beyond the precinfls of the eternal cjty 
P ublic dif- Yet the name of that city was ftill pronounced 
pf bre^" with refpe£l : 'the frequent and capricious tumults 
bacon, of its inhabitants were indulged with impunity } 
ki. ’ and the fucceffors of Conftantine, inftcad of crui^-* 
,ing the laft remains of the democracy, by .th? 
ffrong ^rm of military power, embraced the mild 
policy of Auguftus, and ftudied- to relieve thfc 
poverty, and to amufe the idlenefs, of ah innu- 
merable people I. I’or thelconvcniencc ofthe 
lazy plebeians, the monthly diftributions of corn 


J' See the third Satire (6o — sz;.) of Juvenal, whP indignantly 
complaine, 

——Quanivis quota portio fsecis Atb»i 1 il 

Jampridera Syrus in Tibet ini defluxit OroBU;* 5 , J | • 

Et lineuam et mores, &c. 

° ' ■’EW 

Seneca, when he propofes to comfort his mothef (Confolaf. ad 

Hehr. c. 6.) by the refieition, that a great part of mankiadeWere in 

a date of exile, reminds her how few of the inhabituits of Roifie 

Wire born in the city. 

* . . ■; ‘"-U 

s* Almoft all that is faid of the bread, bacon, oil, wine, &c. 

inay be found in the fourteenth book of the TheoHofian Code} 

which exprefsiy treats of the fzJice of the great cities. See partici}|ariy 

the titles iii. iv. xv. xvi. xvii. xxiv. The collateral tedimonies are 

produced in Godefroy’s Commentary, and it is needlefs to tranferib: 

them. According to a law of Theodofius, which appreciates in 

money the military allowance, a piece of gold (eleven fliillings) was 

equivalent to eighty ^unds of Bacon, or to eighty pounds of oil, 

or to twelve modii (or pecks) of fait (Cod. Theod. 1 . viii. tit. iv. 

leg. 17.). This equation, compared with another, of feventy 

pounds of bacon for an empbora (Cod. Theod. I. xiv. tit. iv. 

leg. 4..), fixes the price of wine at about fixteen pence the gallon. 

. were 
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were converted into a daily allowance of bread; c h 
a great number of ovens were conftrufted and ■ — ^ 
maintained at the public expence j and at the 
appointed hour, each citizen, who was furniflied 
with a ticket, afeended the flight of fteps, which 
had been afllgned to his peculiar quarter or divi- 
fion, and received, either as a gift, or at a very 
low price, a loaf of bread of the weight of three^ 
pounds, for the ufe of his family. II. The fo- 
refts of Lucania, whofe acorns fattened large 
droves of wild hogs ”, afforded, as a fpecies of 
tribute, a plentiful fupply of cheap and whole- 
fome meat. During five months of the year, a 
regular allowance of bacon was diftributed to the 
poorer citizens ; and the annual confumption of 
the capital, at a time when it was much declined 
from its former luftre, was al'certained, by an 
edid of Valentinian the Third, at three millions 
fix hundred and twenty-eight thoufand pounds 
III. In the manners of antiquity, the ufe of oil 
was indifpenfable for the lamp, as well as for the 
bath }t. and the annual tax, which was impofed on 
Afri.c-a for the benefit of Rome, amounted to the 
weight of three millions of pounds, to the mca- 
fure, perhaps, of three hundred thoufand Englilh 
gallons. IV. The anxiety of Auguftus to provide 

55 The anonymous author of the DefcrijJtion of the World (p. 14, 
in tom. iii. Geograph. Minor, Hudfon) obftrves of Lucania, in bis 
b.arbarous Latin, Regio obtima, et ipfa omnibus habuiidans, et lar- 
dum multum foras cinittit. Propter qiiod eft in montibus, cujus 
aefcain animalium variam, See. 

t 

5 + Sec Novell, ad ealeem Cod. Theod. D. Valent. 1 . i. tit. xv. 

■phis law was ptiblilhed atRome, Jub?. tb« ajtb, A.D. 4.5a. 

the 
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the metropolis with fufficient plenty ofcorn, was not 
extended beyond that necefiary article of human 
fubfiftence •, and when the popular clamour ac- 
cufed the dearnefs and fcarcity of wine, a procla- 
mation was ilTued, by the grave reformer, to re- 
mind his fubjedls, that no man could reafonably 
complain of thirft, fmee the aquedufts of Agrippa 
had introduced into the city fo many copious 
ftreams of pure and falubrious water**. This 
rigid fobriety was infenfibly relaxed; and, al- 
though the generous defign of Aurelian ** does 
not appear to have been executed in its full ex- 
tent, the ufe of wine was allowed on very eafy 
and liberal terms. The adminiftration of the 
public cellars was delegated to a magiftrate of 
honourable rank and a confiderable part of the 
vintage of ‘Campania was referved for the for- 
tunate inhabitants of Rome. 

The ftupendous aqueducts, fojuftly celebrated 
by the praifes of Auguftus himfelf, replenilhed 
the Therma, or baths, which had been confiruded 
in every part of the city, with Imperial magnifi- 
cence. The baths of Antoninus Caracalla, which 
were open, at ftated hours, for the indtferiminate 
fcrvice of the fenators and the people, contained 
above fixtcen hundred feats of marble ; and more 

Stieton. in Anguft. c. 41. The utmoft debauch of the einperor 
htnifclf, in his favourite wine of Rhxtia, never exceeded a fextarius 
(an Englilh pint). Id. c. 77. Torrentius ad Loc. and Arbuthnot’s 
Tables, p. ?6. 

5 * His defign was to plant vineyards along the fea coaft of Hetrti- 
ria (Vopifeus, in Hid. Auguft. p. ; the dreary, unwlioleforoe, 
uncultivated Mecnnne of modern Tufeany. 

than 
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than three thoufand were reckoned in the baths 
of Diocletian The walls of the lofty apart- 
ments were covered with curious mofaics, that 
imitated the art of the pencil in the elegance of 
defign, and the variety of colours. The Egyp- 
tian granite was beautifully incrufted with the 
precious green marble of Numidia; the per- 
petual ftream of hot water was poured into the 
capacious bafons, through fo many midc mouths 
of bright and mafly filver ; and the meaneft Ro- 
man could purchafe, with a fmall copper coin, 
the daily enjoyment of a fccne of pomp and luxury, 
which might excite the envy of the kings of 
Afia From thefe (lately palaces ilTued a fwarm 
of dirty and ragged plebeians, without Iboes, and 
without a mantle ; who loitered away whole days 
in the ftreet or Forum, to hear news, and to hold 
difputes j' who difTipared, in extravagant gaming, 
the miferable pittance of their wives and children ; 
and fpent the hours of the night in obfeure taverns, 
and brothels, in the indulgence of grofs and vul- 
gar fenfuality 

*7 Olympiodor. apud Phot. p. 197. 

s* Seneca, (epiftol. Ixxxvi.) compares the Baths of Scipio Afri- 
canus, at his villa of Liternum, with the magnificence (which was 
continually encreafing) of the public baths of Rome, long before 
the (lately Therraa; of Antoninus and Diocletian wereerefted. The 
quadrant paid for admilhon was the quarter of the as, about one- 
eighth ot an Englilh penny. 

59 Ammianus (I. xiv. c;6. andl. xxviii. c. 4.), after deferibing 
the luxury and pride of the nobles of Rome, expofes, with equal 
indignation, the vices and follies of the common people. 
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But the moft lively and fplendid amufement of 
the idle multitude, depended on the frequent ex- 
hibition of public games and fpedacles. The 
piety of Chriftian princes had fupprefled the in- 
human combats of gladiators j but the Roman 
people ftill confidered the Circus as their home, 
their temple, and the feat of the republic^ The 
impatient crowd rulhed at the dawn of day to fe- 
cure their places, and there were many who palTed 
a fleeplefs and anxious night in the adjacent por- 
ticos. From the morning to the evening, care- 
lefs of the fun, or of the rain, the fpedators, who 
fometimes amounted to the number of four hun- 
dred thoufand, remained in eager attention j their 
eves fixed on the horfes and charioteers, their 
minds agitated with hope and fear, for the fuccefs 
of the colours which they efpoufed : and the hap- 
pinefs of Rome appeared to hang on the event of 
a race The fame immoderate ardour infpired 
their clamours, and their applaufe, as often . as 
they were entertained with the hunting of wild 
beafts, and the various modes of theatrical re- 
prefentation. Thefe reprefentations in modern 
capitals may deferve to be confidered as a pure 
and elegant fchool of tafte, and perhaps of vir- 
tue. But the Tragic and Comic Mufe of the Ro- 


Oo Juvenal. Satir. xi. 191, &c. The expreflions of the hiftorian 
Ammianus are not Icfs ftrbng and animated than thofeofthe fatirift ) 
and both the one and the other painted from the life. The nnmbers 
which the gi eat Circus was capable of receiving, are taken from the 
tri'^iaal Kotitiit of the city. The differences between them prove that 
they did not tranferihe each other { but the fum may appear incre- 
dible, thoiish the country on thefe occafions flocked to the city. 

mans. 
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mans, who feldom afpired beyond the imitation 
of Attic genius had been almoft totally filent v — ' 

fince the fall of the republic “ j aad their place 
was unworthily occupied by licentious farce, ef- 
feminate mufic, and fplendid pageantry. The 
pantomimes % who maintained their reputation 
from the age of Augiiflus to the fixth century, 
exprefled, without the ufe of words, the various 
fables of the gods and heroes of antiquity j and 
the perfection of tlieir art, which fometimes dif- 
armed the gravity of the philofophcr, always ex- 
cited the applaufe and wonder of the people. 

The vaft and magnificent theatres of Rome were 
filled by three thoufand female dancers, and by 
three thoufand fingers, with the mafters of the 
refpeClive chorufles. Such was the popular fa- 
vour which they enjoyed, that, in a time of 
fcarcity, when all ftrangers were banilhed from 
the city, the merit of contributing to the public 

Sometimes Indeed they compofed original pieces. 

— — Veftigia Graeca 

Aufi deferere et ceUbrar* domeftica fafta. 

Horat.Epiftol. ad Pifones, 185. and the learned, though perplexed, > 

note of Dacier, who might have allowed the name of tragedies to the 
Brafiu and the /Jcf/io of Pacuvius, or to the Ca/o of Maternus. The 
Oliavia, aferibed to one of the Senecas, (HU remains a very unfavoW' 
able fpeciraen of Roman tragedy. 

' •* In the time of Quintilian and Pliny, a tragic poet was reduced 
to the imperfefl method of hiring a great room, and reading his play 
to the company, whom he invited for that purpofe (See Dialog, de 
Oratoribus, c. 9. 11. and Plin. Epiftol. vii. 17.). 

6} See the Dialogue of Lucian, intitled, De Saltatlone, tom. ii. 
p, *65—317. edit. Reitz. The pantomimes obtained the honour* 
able name of ; and it was required, that they ihould becon- 

verfant with almoR every art and fcience. Burette (in theMemoires 
de I’Academie des Infcriptions, tom. I. p. 117, &c.) has given a 
Ihort hiftory of the art of pantomimes. 

f pleafures 
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c^A^P- pleafures exempted them from a law, which was 
ftridlly executed againft the profcflbrs of the liberal 
arts 

It is faid, that the foolifh curiofity 
balus attempted to difeover, from the quantity of 
fpiders webs, the number of the inhabitants of 
Rome. A more rational method of enquiry 
might not have been undeferving of the attention 
of the wifeft princes, who could eafily have re- 
folved a queftion fo important for the Roman go- 
vernment, and fo interefting to Succeeding ages. 
The births and deaths of the citizens were duly 
regiftered j and if any writer of antiquity had 
condefeended to mention the annual amount, or 
the common average, we might now produce 
fome fatisfaftory calculation, which would deftroy. 
the extravagant aflertions of critics, and perhaps 
confirm the modeft and probable conjeftures of 
philofophers **. The moft diligent refearches 
have colledted only the following circumftancesj 
which, flight and imperfeft as they are, may 
tend, in fome degree, to illuftrate the queftion of 
the populoufnefs of ancient Rome. I. When 
the capital of the empire was befieged by the 

Ammianus, 1. xiv. c. 6. He complains, with decent indig- 
nation, that the ftreets of Rome were filled with crowds of females, 
who might have given children to the (late, but whofe only occupa- 
tion was to curl and drefs their hair, and jaflari volubilibus gyris, 
Jum exprimunt innumera fimulaci-a, quae finxere fabulae theatrales. 

Lipfius (tom. lii. p. +13. de Magnitud, Romana, 1. iii. c. 3.) 
land Ifaac Vofllus (Obfervat. Var. p. 16—34.) have indulged ftrange 
dreams of four, or eight, or fourteen millions in Rome. Mr. 
Hume (EITays, vol. i. p. 45°— +S7-)> with admirable good fenfeand 
fcepticifm, betrays fome fecret difpofition to extenuate the populouf- 
nefs of ancient times. 

7 Gothsx 


Populouf- 
nels of 
Rome. 
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Goths, the circuit of the walls was accurately CHAP. 

* i XXXI. 

meafurcd, by Ammonius, the marhemaririan,*. — — J 

who found it equal to twenty-one miles®®. It 
fhould not be forgotten, that the form of the city 
was almoft that of a circle i the geometrical 
figure which is known to contain the largell fpace 
within any given circumference. II. The archi- 
tcft Vitruvius, who flourilhed in the Auguftan 
age, and whofe evidence, on this occafion, has 
peculiar weight and authority, obferves, that the 
innumerable habitations of the Roman people 
would have fpread themfelves far beyond the nar- 
row limits of the city; and that the want of 
ground, which was probably contrafted on every 
fide by gardens and villas, fuggefted the common, 
though inconvenient, pradice of raifing the houfes 
to a confiderable height in the air*\ But the 
loftinefs of thefe buildings, which often confided 
of hafty work, and infufficient materials, was the 
caufe of frequent and fatal accidents ; and it was 
repeatedly enafted by Auguftus, as well as by 
Nero, that the height of private edifices, within 
the walls of Rome, Ihould not exceed the mea- 
fure of feventy feet from the ground ®*. III. Ju- 
venal 

*6 Olyiwpiodor. ap. Phot. p. 197. See Fabriciut, Bibl. Grscc. 
tom. ix. p. 400. 

*7 In ea autem majeftate uibis, et civium infinita. frequentii in. 
numerabiles habitationes opus fiiit explicare. Ergo cum lecipere 
nonpoflet area plana tatitam multitiulinem in urbe, ad auxilium alti- 
tudinis aedificiorum res ipfa coegit devenire. Vitruv. ii. 8. This 
paflage, which I owe to Vofllus, is clear, ftrong, and comprehenfive. 

The fucceffive teftimonits of Pliny, Ariltides, Claudian, Ru- 
tilius, See. prove the infufficiency of thefe reftriftive edi£ls. See 
Liphus, deMagnitud. Romana, 1 . iii. c. 4. 

——Tabu lata 
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venal ** laments, as it fhould feem from his owrt 
experience, the hardfhips of the poorer citizensi 
to whom he addrefles the falutary advice of emi- 
grating, without delay, from the fmoke of Rome j 
fince they might purchafe, in the little towns of 
Italy, a cheerful commodious dwelling, at the 
fame price which they annually paid for a dark 
and miferable lodging. Houfe-rent was there- 
fore immoderately dear : the rich acquired, at an 
enormous cxpence, the ground, which they co- 
vered with palaces and gardens} but the body of 
the Roman people was crowded into a narrow 
fpace } and the different floors, and apartments, 
of the fame houfe, were divided, as it is ftill the 
cuftom of Paris, and otJier cities, among feveral 
families of plebeians. IV. The total number of 
houfes in the fourteen regions of the city, is ac- 
curately ftated in the defeription of Rome, com- 
pofed under the reign of Theodofius, and they 
amount to forty-eight thoufand three hundred and 

— Tabulata tibi jam tertia famant 
Tu nefeis ; nam fi gradibus trepidatur ab imts 
Ultimus ardebit, quem tegulafola tuetur 
A pluvia. 

Juvenal. Sadr. iii. 199. 

69 Read the whole third fatire, but particularly 166. 213, &c. The 
defeription of a crowded infula, or lodging-houfe, in Petronius (c.95. 
97.), perfcftly tallies with the complaints of Juvenal, and we learn 
I'lom legal authority, that, jn the time of Auguftus (Heiueccius, 
Hift. Juris Roman, c. iv. p. 181.), the ordinary rent of the feveral 
(aMcula, or apartments of an h/xla, annually ptx>duced forty thou* 
fand fefterces, between three and four hundred pounds fterling (Pan- 
deft. 1 . xix. tit. ii. N° 30.) ; a fum which proves at once the large 
extent, and high value, of thofe common buildings. 

cighty- 
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tighty-two The two claflcs of domus and of ^j^^i*** 
infuU, into which they are divided, include all y,,— ,— •/ 
the habitations of the capital, of every rank and 
condition, from the marble palace of the Anicii, 
with a numerous eftablilhment of freedmcn and 
flaves, to the lofty and narrow lodging-houfe* 
where the poet Codrus, and his wife, were per- 
mitted to hire a wretched garret immediately 
under the tiles. If we adopt the fame average, 
which, under fimilar circumftances, has been 
found applicable to Paris'*, and indifferently 
allow about, twenty-five perfons for each houfe, of 
every degree, we may fairly eflimate the inha- 
bitants of Rome at twelve hundred thoufand : a 
number which cannot be thought exceffive for 
the capital of a mighty empire, though it ex- 
ceeds the populoufnefs of the greatefl; cities of 
modern Europe 

‘SupH was the date of Rome under the reign of 
Hotiorius j' at the time when the^Gothic^army bythe 
formed the fiege, or rather the blockade, of the a!d!’4oS, 
city By a fkilful difpofition of his numerous ' 

'forces, 

"0 This Aim total is compofed of 1780 domus, or great houfes, of 
46,6 oz or plebeian habitations (See Nardini, Kama Antica* 

1. iii. p. 88.) ; and thefe numbers are afcertained by the agreement 
of the texts of the different AtwjV/if. Nardini, 1 . viii. p,498. 500. * 

7 ‘ See that accurate writer M. de Mefiancc, Recherches fur la Po- 
puletion, yJ. 175 — 187. ‘From probable, or certain grounds, he af- 
figns to Paris £311565 houfes, 71,114 families, and 576,630 inha- 
bitants. t . 

This computation is not very different from (hat whicit M. 

Brotier, the laft editor of Tacitus (tom. ji. p. 380.), has alTumed 
from fimilar principles ; though he feems to aim at a degree of pre* 
cifion, which it is neither polfible nor important to obtain. 

7 ! For the events of the firft fiege of Rome, which are often con- 
founded vyith thofe of the fecond and third, lee Zofimus, 1 . v. ^ 

Voi. V, U ' ' P- 5 i 9 — 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


290 

CHAP, forces, who impatiently watched the moment of 
- *■ an alTault, Alaric cncompafled the walls, com- 
manded the twelve principal gates, intercepted 
all communication with the adjacent country, ' 
and vigilantly guarded the navigation of the 
Tyber, from which the Romans derived the fureft 
and moft plentiful fupply of provifions. The' 
firft emotions of the nobles, and of the people, 
were thofe of furprife and indignation, that a vile 
Barbarian fliould dare to infult the capital of the 
world ; but their arrogance was foon humbled 
by misfortune j and their unmanly rage, inftead 
of. being direfted againfl: an enemy in arms, was 
meanly exercifed on a defencelefs and innocent 
vidtim. Perhaps in the perfon of Serena, the 
Romans might have refpedted the niece of Theo- 
'dofius, the aunt, nay even the adoptive mother, 
of the reigning emperor : but they abhorred the 
^widow of Stilichoi and they liftened with cre- 
'dulous paflion to the tale of calumny, which ac- 
a cufed her of maintaining a fecret and criminal 

■ ■ ' correfpondence with the Gothic invader. Afiu- 

ated,'Or overawed, by the fame popular frenzy, 
,the fenate, without requiring any evidence of her 
guilt, pronounced the fentence of her death. 
Serena was ignominioufly ftrangled j and the 
infatuated multitude were aftonilhed to find, that 
this cruel adl of injuftice did not immediately 
produce the retreat of the Barbarians, and the 
Famine, deliverance of the city. That unfortunate city 

p. J50— 3S4- Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. 6. Oljmpiodorus, ap. Phot. 
p.'iSo. Philoftorgius, 1 . xii. c. 3. and Godefroy, Differtat. p. 4.67 

' J 11 
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gradually experienced the diitrefs of fcarcity, and 
at length the horrid calamities of famine. The ' 

daily allowance of three pounds of bread was 
reduced to one-half, to one-third, to nothing; 
and the price of corn ftill continued to rife in a 
rapid and extravagant proportion. The poorer 
citizens, who were unable to purchafe the necef- 
ferics of life, folicited the precarious charity of 
the rich ; and for a while the public mifery was 
alleviated by the humanity of Laeta, the widovt 
of the emperor Gratian, who had fixed her refi- 
dence at Rome, and confecrated, to the ufe of 
the indigent, the princely revenue, which flie 
annually received from the grateful fucceflbrs of 
her hufband But thefe private and temporary 
donatives were infufficient to appeafe the hunger 
of a numerous people ; and the progrefs of famine 
invaded the marble palaces of the fenators them- 
felves. The perfons of both fexes, who had been 
educated in the enjoyment of eafe and luxury, 
difeovered how little is requifite to fupply the 
demands of .nature ; and laviihed their unavail- 
ing treafures of gold and filver, to^ obtain the 
coarfe and fcanty fuftenance which they would 
formerly have rejedled with difdain. The food 
the mod repugnant to fenfe or imagination, the 
aliments the mod unwholefome and pernicious to 
the conditution, were eagerly devoured, and 
fiercely difputed, by the rage of hunger. A dark 
fufpicion was^ entertained, that fome defperate 
wretches fed on the bodies of their fellow-crea- 

74 The mother of Lxta was named Piffumena. Her father, fa- 
mily, and country are unknown. Ducange, Fam. B>Vantin. p. 59. 

a . ' tures. 
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whom they had fecretly murdered j and 
even mothers (fuch was the horrid conflict of the 
two moft powerful inftin6ts implanted by nature 
in the human bread), even mothers are faid to 
have tafted the fleih of their flaughtercd infants ” I 
Many thoufands of the inhabitants of Rome ex- 
pired in their houfes, or in the ftreets, for want 
of fuftcnance j and as the public fepulchres with- 
out the walls were in the power of the enemy, the 
ftench, which arofe from fo many putrid and un- 
buried carcaflTes, infefled the air; and the mife- 
piague, of famine were fucceeded and aggravated by 

the contagion of a p'eftilential difeafe. The alTur- 
ances of fpeedy and eftcftual relief, which were 
repeatedly tranfmitted from the court of Raven- 
na, fupported, for fome time, the fainting refo- 
lution of the Romans, till at length the defpair 
of any human aid tempted them to accept the 
Superfti- offers of a prastematural deliverance. Pompei- 
anus, praefedt of the city, had been perfuaded, 
by the art or fanaticifm of fome Tufean diviners, 
that, by the myfterious force of fpells and facri- 
fices, they could extradt the lightning from the 
cloud's, and point thofe celeflial fires againfl: the 

7 $ Ad nefandos cibos erupit efurientium rabies, et fua invicem 
membra laniarunt, dum mater -non parcit lament! infdntix ; et re* 
cipit utero, quern paulld ante effuderat. Jerom ad Princlpiam, 
tom. i, p. 121. The fame horiid circumflance is likewife told of 
the lieges of Jerufalem and Paris. For the latter, compare tbe 
• tenth book of the Henriade, and the Journal de Henri IV. tom. i. 

, p. 47 — 83. i and obferve that a plain narrative of faffs is much more 
pathetic, than the moft laboured deferiptions of epic poetry. 
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camp of the Barbarians The important fecret 
was communicated to Innocent, the bifliop of v — -v"— * 
Rome j and the fucceffor of St. Peter is accufed, 
perhaps without foundation, of preferring the 
fafety of the republic to the rigid feverity of the 
Chriftian worfliip. But when the queftion was 
agitated in the fenate j when it was propofcd, as • 
an eflential condition, that thofe facrifices fhould 
be performed in the Capitol, by the authority, 
and in the prefence of, the magiftrates j the ma- 
jority of that rcfpeftable aflembly, apprehenfive 
either of the Divine, or of the Imperial, difplea- 
fure, refufed to join in an act, which appeared 
almoft equivalent to the public reftoration of 
Paganifm 


"f’ Zofimus ( 1 . V. p. 355, 356.) fpeaks of thefe ceremonies, like a 
Greek unacquainted with the national fuperftition of Rome and Tuf- 
cany. I fufpeft, that they confided of two parts, the fecret, and the 
public ; the former were probably an imitation of the arts and fpclls, 
by which Numa had drawn down Jupiter and his thunder on Mount 
A'entine. 

• — Quid agant laqueis, quae carmina dicant 

Quaque trahant fuperis fedibus arte Jovem 
Scire nefas homini. 

The anciiit, or Ihields of Mars, the figmra Imperii, which were car- 
ried in folcmn procelTion on the calends of March, derived their ori- 
gin from this myfterious event (Ovid. Faft. iii. 259 — 39s.)* 1 

was probably defigned to revive this ancient feftival, which had been 
fupprelfed by Theodofius. In that cafe, we recover a chronological * 
date (March the ift, A. D. 409.) which has not hitherto been ob« 
fcrved. 

77 Sozoinen ( 1 . ix. c. 6.) infinuates, that the experiment was 
aftually, though unfuccefsfully made ; but he does not mention the 
name of Innocent: and Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. x. p. 645.) 
is determined not to believe, that a . pope could be guilty of fuchint’ 
pious condefcenfion. * 

u 3 ' The 
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CHAP. 

XXXI. 

*“ — r — ' 

Alaric ac- 
cepts a 
ran font, 
and railbs 
the fiep;e, 
A.D. 409. 


The lafl: refource of the Romans was in the 
clemency, or at leaft in the moderation, of the 
king of the Goths. The fenate, who in this 
emergency aflumed the fuprem.e powers of go- 
vernment, appointed two ambafladors to nego- 
ciate with the enemy. This important trufl: was 
delegated to Bafilius, a fenator, of Spanifii ex- 
traftion, and already confpicuoiis in the admini- 
ftration of provinces j and to John, the firft tri- 
bune of the notariv, who was peculiarly qualified, 
by his dexterity 'in bulinefs, as well as by his for- 
mer intimacy with the Gothic prince. When 
they were introduced into his prefence, they de- 
clared, perhaps in a more lofty ftyle than became 
their abjeifl condition, that the Romans were 
refolved to maintain their dignity, either in peace 
or war ; and that, if Alaric refufed them a fair 
and honourable capitulation, he might found his 
trumpets, and prepare to give battle to an innu- 
merable people, exercifed in arms, and animate4 
by defpair. The thicker the hay, the cafier 
. it is mowed,” was the concife reply qf the 
Barbarian \ and this rqftic metaphor was accom- 
panied by a loud and infulting laugh, expreflive 
of his contempt for the menaces of an unwarlike 
populace, enervated by luxury before they werq 
emaciated by famine. He then condefeended to 
fix the*ranlbm, which' he would accent as the 
price of his retreat from the walls of Rome : all 
the gold and filver in the city, whether it were 
.the property of the Hate, or of individuals; all 
^he rich and precious rpovcables j and all the 

flave§ 
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(laves who could prove their title to the name of 
Barbarians. The miniftcrs of the fcnate prcfum- ■ > 

ed to afk, in a modeft and fuppliant tone, “ If 
fuch, O King, are your demands, what do 
** you intend to leave us ?” “ Your lives j” 
replied the haughty conqueror: they trembled, 
and retired. Yet before they retired, a Ihort fuf- 
penfion of arms was granted, which allowed fome 
time for a more temperate negociation. The 
ftern features of Alaric were infenfibly relaxed ; 
he abated much of the rigour of his terms; and 
at length confented to raife the fiege, on the im- 
mediate payment of five thoufand pounds of gold, 
of thirty thoufand pounds of filver, of four ihou- 
fand robes of filk, of three thoufand pieces of 
fine fcarlet cloth, and of three thoufand pounds 
weight of pepper But the public treafury was 
exhaufted ; the annual rents of the great eftates 
in Italy and the provinces, were intercepted by 
the calamities of war ; the gold and gems had 
been exchanged, during the famine, for the vileft 
fuftcnance ; the hoards of fecret wealth were ftill 
concealed by the obftinacy of avarice ; and fome 
remains of confecrated fpoils afforded the only 
rcfource that could avert the impending ruin of 
the city. As foon as the Romans had fatisfied 
the rapacious demands of Alaric, they were rc- 

7* Pepper was a favourite ingredient of the moll cxpenfive Ro- 
man cookci-y, and the belt fort commonly fold for fifteen denarii, or ^ 

ten Ihillings, the pound. See Pliny, Hill. Natur. xii. 14. It was 
brought from India; and tlie fame country, the coall of Malabar, 
ftill affords the greatell plenty : but the improvement of trade and 
navigation has multiplied the quantity, and reduced the price. Sea 
Jlilloire Politique et Philofophique, &c. tom. i. p. 457. 

U 4 ftpred, 
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ftorcd, in fome meafure, to the enjoyment of 
peace and plenty. Several of the gates were 
cautieufly opened j tiie importation of provifions 
from the river, and the adjacent country, was no 
longer obftrudled by the Goths j the citizens 
reforted in crowds to the free market, which was 
held during three days in the fuburbs ; and 
while the merchants who undertook this gainful 
trade, made a confiderable profit, the future fub- 
fiftence of the city was fecured by the ample 
magazines which were depofited in the public and 
private granaries. A more regular difcipline, 
than could have been expefted, was maintained 
in the camp of Alaric ; and the wife Barbarian 
juftified his regard for the faith of treaties, by the 
juft feverity with which he chaftifed a party of 
licentious Goths, who had infulted fome Roman 
citizens on the road to Oftia. His army, en- 
riched by the contributions of the capital, flowly 
advanced into the fair and fruitful province of 
Tufcany, where he propofed to eftablilh his win- 
ter-quarters ; and the Gothic ftandard became 
the refuge of forty thoufand Barbarian flaves, 
who had broke their chains, and afpired, under 
the command of their great deliverer, to revenge 
the injuries, and the difgrace, of their cruel fer- 
ritude. About the fame time, he received a 
more honourable reinforcement of Goths and 

Huns, whom Adolphus the brother of his wife, 

• ^ - 

■79 This Gothic chieftain is called by Jofnandes and Ifidoi'e, 
Jltbaulfbut \ by ZoCmus and Orofuis, jttauiphui-, and by Olympio- 
. doms, Adtou/phus. I have ufed the celebrated name of Adolphus, 
vihich feans to be authat'Ifed by the praflicc of the Swedes, die Tons 
I or brothers of the anpient Goths. 

had 

f- 
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had conduced, at his preffing invitation, from 
the banks of the Danube to ihofe of the Tyber ; 
and who had cut their way, with fome difficulty 
and lofs, through the fuperior numbers of the 
Imperial troops. A viftorious leader, who unit- 
ed the daring fpirit of a Barbarian with the art 
and difcipline of a Roman general, was at the 
head of an hundred thoufand fighting men ; and 
Italy pronounced, with terror and refpeft, the 
formidable name of Alaric 

At the diftance of fourteen centuries, we may Fruitief* 
be fatisfied with relating the military exploits of tions for 
the conquerors of Rome, without prefuming to 
inveftigate the motives of their political condudl. 

In the midft of his apparent profperity, Alaric 
was confcious, perhaps, of fome fecret weaknefs, 
fome internal defeat j or perhaps the moderation 
which he difplayed, was intended only to deceive 
and difarm the eafy credulity of the minifters of 
Honorius. The king of the Goths repeatedly 
declared, that it was his defire to be confidered 
as the friend of peace, and of the Romans. Three 
fenators, at his earneft requeft, were fent ambaf- 
fadors to the court of Ravenna, to folicit the 
exchange of hoftages, and the conclufion of the 
treaty; and the propofals, which he more clearly 
exprefled during the courfe of the negociations, 
could only infpire a doubt of his finccrity, as 
they might feem inadequate to the Hate of his » 

fortune. The Barbarian ftill afpired to the rank 


*0 The treaty between Alaric and the Romans, &c. is taken fiom 
Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 354, 355. 358, 359. 361,363. The .idilitioiial 
circuiuftances are too few and trifling to re^iire any other quota- 
tion, 

of 
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CHAP, of mafter-ffeneral of the armies of the Weft j he 

A. v\ I 

«_ — y— ^ ftipulated an annual fubfidy of corn and money j 
and he chofe the provinces of Dalmatia, Nori- 
cum, and Venetia, for the feat of his new king- 
dom, which would have commanded the impor- 
tant communication between Italy and the Da- 
nube. If theie modeft terms fhould be rejedled, 
Alaric ftiewed a difpofition to relinquifh his pe- 
cuniary demands, and even to content himfelf 
with the pofleftion of Noricum i an exhaufted and 
impoverilhed country, perpetually expofed to the 
' inroads of the Barbarians of Germany But the 
hopes of peace were difappointed by ‘the weak 
obftinacy, or interefted views, of the minifter 
■ Olympius. Without liftening to the falutary 

remonftrances of the fenate, he difmifled their 
ambafladors under the conduift of a military ef- 
cort, too numerous for a retinue of honour, and 
too feeble for an army of defence. Six thoufand 
Dalmatians, the flower of the Imperial legions, 
were ordered to march from Ravenna to Rome, 
through an open country, which was occupied 
' ’ by the formidable myriads of the Barbarians. 
Thefe brave legionaries, encompaflTed and betray- 
ed, fell a facrifice to minifterial folly j their gene- 
ral Valens, with an hundred foldiers, efcaped 
from the field of battle j and one of the ambaf- 
fadors, who could no longer claim the protedlion 
pf the law of nations, was obliged to purcliafe 
his freedom with a ranfom of thirty thoufand 
pieces of gold. Yet Alaric, inftead of refenting 
this a<ft of impotent hoftility, immediately rcnew- 

k 

*' 2 oiinius, 1 . V. p. 367, 368, 369. 

ed 
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cd his propofals of peace : and the fecond embafly 
of the Roman fenate, which derived weight and j 

dignity from the prefence of Innocent, bifliop of 
the city, was guarded from the dangers of the 
road bv a detachment of Gothic foldiers 

Olympius ” might have continued to infult 

. * ^ ^ 11 11 
the juft refentment of a people, who loudly ac- ceffion of 

cufed him as the author of the public calamities \ 
but his power was undermined by the fecret in- 
trigues of the palace. The favourite eunuchs 
transferred the government of Honorius, and the 
empire, to Jovius, the Prstorian prasfedt} an 
unworthy fervant, who did not atone, by the 
merit of perfonal attachment, for the errors and 
misfortunes of his adminiftration. The exile, or 
efcape, of the guilty Olympius, referved him for 
more viciffitudes of fortune ; he experienced the 
adventures of an obfeure and wandering life; 
he again rofc to power j he fell a fecond time 
into difgrace ; his ears were cut off j he expired 
under the laflt j and his ignominious, death afford- 
ed a grateful fpecStacle to the friends of Stilicho. 

After the removal of Olympius, whofe charafter 
was deeply tainted with religious fanaticifm, the 
Pagans and heretics were delivered from the im- 
politic profeription, which excluded them from 
the dignities of the ftate. The brave Gennerid **, 

a foldier 

** Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 360, 361, 362. Tlie blfliop, by .remaining 

Ravenna, efcaped the impending calamities of the city. Oroilusi 
1. vii. c. 39. p. 573. 

*! For the adventures of Olympius, and his fuccefTors in the ml- 
nlftry, fee Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 363. 365, 366. and OJyraplodor. ap. 

Phot. p. 180, 181. ■' 

Zofimus (I.v. p. 364.) relates this cijcumftance with vifibic 
complacency, and celebrates the charaiflcr of Gennerid as the lad 

glojy 
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® Soldier of Barbarian origin, who ftill adhered 
L . — to the worfhip of his anceftors, had been oblig- 
ed to lay afide the military belt : and though he 
was repeatedly affiired by the emperor himfelf, 
that laws were not made for perfons of his rank 
or merit, he refbfed to accept any partial difpen- 
fation, and perfevered in honourable difgracc, 
till he had extorted a general acl of juftice from 
the diftrefs of the Roman government. The 
conduft of Gcnnerid, in the important ftation, 
to which he was promoted or reftored, of mafter- 
general of Dalmatia, Pannonia, Noricum, and 
Rhastia, feemed to revive the difeipline and 
fpirit of the republic. From a life of idlenefs 
' and want, his troops were foon habituated to 
fevere exercife, and plentiful fubfiftence j and his 
private generofity often fupplied the rewards, 
which were denied by the avarice, or poverty, 
of the court of Ravenna. The valour of Gen- 
nerid, formidable to the adjacent Barbarians, was 
' the firmeft bulwark of the Illyrian frontier j and 
his vigilant care affifted the empire with a rein- 
forcement of ten thoufand Huns, who arrived 
on the confines of Italy, attended by fuch a con- 
voy of provifions, and fuch a numerous train of 
fheep and oxen, as might have been fufficient, 
not only for the march of an army, but for the 


glory of expiring paganifm. Very different were the fentiments of 
the council of Carthage, who deputed four bidiops to the court of 
liuvcnna, to complain of the law, which had been juft enafted, that 
all conveifioiis to Chiiflianity fliotdd be free and voluntary. See' 
jBarouius, Anival. Ecclef. A. D. 409. N® 12. A.-D. 410. N®47, 

fettle* 
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fettlement of d colony. But the court and coun- 
cils of Honorius ftill remained a fcene of weak- w ,— 
nefs and diftraftion, of corruption and anarchy. 
Inftigated by the pracfc6t Jovius, the guards rofe 
in furious mutiny, and demanded the heads of 
two generals, and of the two principal eunuchs. 

The generals, under a perfidious promife of fafe- 
ty, were fent on {hip-board, and privately exe- 
cuted i while the favour of the eunuchs procured 
them a mild and fecure exile at Milan and Con- 
ftantinople. Eufebius the eunuch, and the Bar- 
barian Allobich, fuccceded to the command of 
the bed-chamber and of the guards ; and the mu- 
tual jealoufy of thefe fubordinate minifters was 
the caule of their mutual deftruction. By the 
infolent order of the count of the domeftics, the 
great chamberlain was fhamefully beaten to death 
with fticks, before the eyes of the aftonilhed 
emperor j and the fubfequent affaffination of 
Allobich, in the midft of a public proceflion, is 
the only circumftance of his life, in which Ho- 
■norius difeovered the faintell: fymptom of courage . 
or refentment. Yet before they fell, Eufebius 
and Allobich had contributed their part to the 
ruin of the empire, by oppofing the conclufion 
of a treaty which Jovius, from a felfifli, and per- 
haps a criminal, motive, had negociated with 
Alaric, in a perfonal interview under the walls of 
Rimini. During the abfence of Jovius, the em- 
peror was perfuaded to aflume a lofty tone df 
inflexible dignity, fuch as neither his fituatiofi, 
nor his charaflcr, could enable him to fupport : 
and a letter, figned with the name of Honorius, 

8 was 
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immediately difpatched to the Prsetoriati 
prasfeft, granting him a free permiffion to dif- 
pofe of the public money, but fternly refufing to 
proftitute the military honours of Rome to the 
proud demands of a Barbarian. This letter was 
imprudently communicated to Alaric himfelf j 
and the Goth, who in the whole tranfaftion had 
behaved with temper and decency, exprefled, in 
the mod outrageous language, his lively fcnfe of 
the infult fo wantonly offered to his perfon, and 
to his nation. The conference of Rimini was 
haftily interrupted ; and the preefeft Jovius, on 
his return to Ravenna, was compelled to adopt, 
and even to encourage, the fafhionable opinions 
of the court. By his advice and example, the 
principal officers of the date and army were 
obliged to fwear, that, without lidening, in any 
circumdances, to conditions of peace, they 
would dill perfevere in perpetual and implacable 
I war againd the enemy of the republic. This 
ralh engagement oppofed an infuperable bar to 
, all future negociation. The miniders of Hono- 
rius were heard to declare, that, if they had only 
invoked the name of the Deity, they would con- 
fult the public fafety, and trud their fouls to the 
mercy of Heaven : but they had fworn, by the 
facred head of the emperor himfelf j they had 
touched, in folemn ceremony, that augud feat of 
majedy and wifdom j and the violation of their 
oath would expofe them to the temporal penalties 
of facrilege and rebellion 

While 

*S Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 367, 368, 369, This cuftom of fwearing 
by the head, or life, or fafety, or genius, of the fovereigii, was of 

the 
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While the emperor and his court enjoyed, 
with fullen pride, the fecurity of the marfhes and 
fortifications of Ravenna, they abandoned Rome, 
almoft without defence, to the refentment of 
Alaric. Yet fuch was the moderation which he a. 0.405! 
ftill preferved, or affefted, that, as he moved 
with his army along the Flaminian way, he fuc- 
ccflively difpatched the bilhops of the -towns of 
Italy to reiterate his offers of peace, and to con- 
jure the emperor, that he would fave the city 
and its inhabitants from hoftile fire, and the fword 
of the Barbarians Thefe impending calamities 
were however averted, not indeed by the wifdom 
of Honorius, but by the prudence or humanity 
of the Gothic king; who employed a milder, 
though not lefs effedual, method of conqueft. 

Inftead of affaulting the capital, he fucceflively 
direfted his efforts againft the Port of Oflia, one 
of the boldeft and mofl ftupendous works of Ro- 
man magnificence*'. The accidents to which 


the higheft antiquity, both in Egypt (Gencfis xlli. 15.) and Scythia. 
It was foon transferred, by flattery, to the Csefars; and Tertuilian 
complains, that it was the only oath which the Romans of his time 
affeded to reverence. See an elegant Dllil-rtation of the Abbe Maf- 
fieu on the Oatlis of the Ancients, in the Mem. de I'Academie des 
inferiptions, tom. i. p. aoS, 209. 

86 Zolimus, l.v. p. 368, 369. I have foftened the exprefllons of 
Alaric, who expatiates, in too florid a manner, on the hillory of 
Rome. 

87 See Sueton. in Claud, c. 20. Dion Caflius, I. lx. p. 949. 
edit, Reimar. and the lively defeription of Juvenal, Satir. xii. 75, 
&c. In the fixteenth century, when llie remains of this Auguftan 
port were fttll vilible, the antiquarians fkelched the plan (fee d’An- 
ville, Mem. de I’Academie des Inferiptions, tom. xxx.' p. 198.), 
and dcclaied, with enthufiafm, that all the monarchs of Europe 
would be unable to execute fo great a work (Bergier, Hift. des 
grands Cberains des Romains, tom. ii. p. 356 ). 

6 the 
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^xxxi^' precarious fubfiftence of the city was con-* 
^ » tinualJy expofed in a winter-navigation, and an 

open road, had fuggefted to the genius of the 
firft Casfar the ufeful defign, which was executed 
under the reign of Claudius. The artificial 
moles, which formed the narrow entrance, ad- 
vanced far into the fea, and firmly repelled the 
fury of the waves, while the largeftveflels fecurely 
rode at anchor within three deep and capacious 
bafons, which received the northern branch of 
the Tyber, about two miles from the ancient 
colony of Oftia The Roman Port infenfibiy 
fw'elled to the fize of an epifcopal city where 


** The Oftia Tyberina (fee Cluver. Italia Antiq. 1. iii. p. 870—. 
879.), in the plural number, the two mouths of the Tyber, were 
feparated by the Holy Illaiid, an equilateral triangle, whofe fiiles 
were each of them computed at about two miles. The colony of 
Oftia was founded immediately beyond the left, or fouthern, and the 
■Pote immediately beyond the right, or northern, branch of the river ; 
and the diftance between their remains meaftrres fomething more than 
two miles on Cingolani's map. In the time of Strabo*, the fand and 
«ind depofited by tire Tyber, had choked the harbour of Oftia; 
the progrefs of the fame caufe has added much to the fize of the Holy 
Jiland, and gradually left both Oftia and the Port at a confiderable 
diftance from the (hore. The dry channels (fiumi morti), and the 
large eftuaries (ftagno di Ponente, de Levante), mark the changes of 
ihe river, and the efforts of the fea. Confult, for the prefent ftate 
of this dreary, and defolate traft, the excellent map of the ecclefiafti- 
cal ftate by the mathematicians of Benedift XIV. ; an aftual furvey 
of the Agn Romano, in fix ftieets, by Cingolani, which contains 
■113,819 riibhia (about 570,000 acres) ; and the large topographical 
map of Ameti, in eight Ihects. 

*9 As early as the third, (Lardner’s Credibility of the Gofpel, 
part ii. vol.iii. p. 89 — 91.) or at leaft the fourtii, century (Carol, 
a Sanfto Paulo, Notit. Ecclef. p. 47.), the Port of Rome was art 
epifcopal' city, ■which was demolilhed, as it (hould feem, in the 
ninth century, by pope Gregory IV. during the incurfions of the 
.-Arabs. It is now reduced to an inn, a church, and the houfe, or 
palace, of the bilhop, who i-anks as one of fix cardinal-biihops of 
the Roman church. See Efcbinard, -Dcfcrizicne di Roma et dell' 
Agro Romano, p. 3zS. 
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the corn of Africa was depofited in fpacious-gra- 
narics for the ufe of the capital. As foon as < 

Alaric was in pofleffion of that important place, 
he fummoned the city to furrender at difcretioni 
and his demands were enforced by the pofitivc 
declaration, that a refufal, or evert a delay, Ihould 
be inllantly followed by the deftruftion of the 
magazines, on which the life of the Roman peo- 
ple depended. The clamours of that people, and 
the terror of famine, fubdued the pride of the 
fcnate j they liftened, without rduflance, to the 
propofal of placing a new emperor on the throne 
of the unworthy Honorius j and the fuffrage o£ 
the Gothic conqueror beftowed the purple on 
Attalus, prtefeft of the city. The grateful mo- 
narch immediately acknowledged his proteftor as 
roafter-general of the armies of the Weft} Adol- 
phus, with the rank of count of the domeftics, 
obtained the cuftody of the pcrfon of Attalus t 
and the two hoftile nations feemed to be united 
in the clofeft bands of friendlhip and alliance ®'*. 

The gates of the city were thrown open, and AtiaUw u 
the new emperor of the Romans, encompafted on 
every fide by the Gothic arms, was conduced, in , 

tumultuous procelTion, to the palace of Auguftus Riman*. 
and Trajan. After he had diftributed the civil 
and military dignities among his favourites and 
followers, Attalus convened an afiembly of the 
fcnate } before whoni, in a formal and florid 
fpcech, he aflerted his refolution of reftoring the 

For the elevation of Attalus, confult Zofiimis, 1 . vi, p. 377—* 

3<o. Soionien, 1 . ix. c. 8, 9. Olyrapiodor. ap. Phot. p. 180, 

181. Philoftorg. 1. xii. c. j". ajid Godtfroy, Difieitat. p. 47*. 

Voc. V. X ’ ' ‘ majefty 
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^xxxi^ majefty of the republic, and of uniting to thi 
u— V— ' empire the provinces of Egypt and the Eaft, 
which had once acknowledged the fovereignty of 
Rome. Such extravagant promifes infpired every 
reafonable citizen with a juft contempt for the 
charafter of an unwarlike ufurper; whofe ele- 
vation was the deepeft and moft ignominious 
wound which the republic had yet fuftained from 
the infolence of the Barbarians. But the popu- 
lace, with their ufual levity, applauded the change 
of mailers. The public difcontent was favour- 
able to the rival of Honorius ; and the fedlaries, 
oppreflcd by his perfecuting cdidls, expefled fomc 
degree of countenance, or at leaft of toleration, 
from a prince, who, in his native country of Io- 
nia, had been educated in the Pagan fuperftition, 
and who had fince received the facrament of bap- 
tifm from the hands of an Arian biftiop The 
firft days of the reign 'of Attalus were fair and 
profperous. An ofticer of confidence was 
fent with an inconfiderable body of troops to 
fecure tlie obedience of Africa ; the greateft part 
of Italy fubmitted to the terror of the Gothic 
. ’ powers ; and though the city of Bologna made a 

vigorous and effedtual refiftance, the people of 
- Milan, diftatisfied perhaps with the aWence of 
Honorius, accepted, with loud acclamations, tlte 
choice of the Roman fenate. At the head of a 
formidable army, Alaric condufled his royal cap- 

k • 

9' We may admit the evidence of Sozomcn for the Arian baplifin, 
and that of Piiilollorglu^ for the Pagan education, of Attalus. The 
villblc joy of Zofimiis, and the difcontent which he imputes to the 
Aniclan family, are very -unfavmiiablc to llie Clii iltianity of the new 
emperor. 

7 * tive 
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live almoft to the gates of Ravenna; and a fo- 
lemn embafiy of the principal minifters, of Jovius, 
the Prstorian pra:fecl, of Valens, mafter of the 
cavalry and infantry, of the quasftor Potamius, 
and of Julian, the firft of the notaries, was intro- 
duced, with martial pomp, into the Gothic 
camp. In the name of their fovercign, they 
confented to acknowledge the lawful election of 
his competitor, and to divide the provinces of 
Italy and the Weft between the two emperors. 
Their propofals v/ere rejected with difdain; and 
the refufal was aggravated by the infulting cle- 
mency of Attains, who condefeended to promife, 
- that, if Honorius would inftantly refign the pur- 
ple, he fhould be permitted to pafs the remainder 
of his life in the peaceful exile of fome remote 
ifland So defperate indeed did the fituation 
of the fon of Thcodofius appear, to thofe who 
I were the beft acquainted with his ftrength and 
refources, that Jovius and Valens, his minifter 
and his general, betrayed their truft, infamoudy 
deferted the finking caufc of their benefaiflor, and 
devoted their treacherous allegiance to the fervice 
of his more fortunate rival. Aftonifhed by fuch 
examples of domeftic treafon, Honorius trembled 
at the approach of every fervant, at the arrival 
of every meffenger. He dreaded the fecrct cne- 

9‘ He carried his infolcnce fo far, as to declare, that he (houIJ 
mutilate Honorius before he fent him into exile. But this alTertion 
of ZoCmus is dedroyed by the more impartial teftimony of Olym- 
piodorus, who attributes the ungenerous propofal (which was abfo- 
lutely lejcftcd by Attains) to the bafenefs, and perhaps the treachery, 
®f Jovius. 

X 2 mies, 
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C H^AP. mies, who might lurk in his capital, his palace, 
his bed-chamber} and fome Ihips lay ready in 
the harbour of Ravenna^ to tranfport the abdi- 
cated monarch to the dominions of his infant 
nephew, the emperor of the Eaft. 

He is de- But there is a Providence (fuch at leaft was the 
opinion of the hiftorian Procopius **) that watches 

A.D.410. over innocence and folly } and the pretenfions of 
Honorius to its peculiar care cannot reafonably • 
be difputed. At the moment when his defpair, 
incapable of any wife or manly refolution, medi- 
' tated a Ihameful Bight, a feafonable reinforcement 
, of four thoufand veterans unexpededly landed in 
the port of Ravenna. To thefe valiant ftrangers, 
whofe fidelity had not been corrupted by the fac- 
tions of the court, he committed the walls and 
gates of the city } and the flumbers of the empe- 
ror were no longer difturbed by the apprehenfion 
of imminent and internal danger. The favour- 
able intelligence which was received from Africa, 
fuddenly changed the opinions of men, and the 
■Rate of public affairs. The troops and officers, 
whom Attains had fent into that province, were 
defeated and flain } and the aflive zeal of Hera- 
clian maintained his own allegiance, and that of 
his people. The faithful count of Africa tranf- 
mitted a large fum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of the Imperial guards } and his vigi- 
lance, in preventing the exportation of corn and 
oil, introduced famine, tumult, and difeontent, 
into the walls of Rome. The failure of the 

9} Procop. de Sell, VanJ»l. 1 . i, c< a. ' 

African 
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African expedition, was the fource of mutual 
complaint and recrimination in the party of At- 
talus i and the mind of his proteftor was infen- 
fibly alienated from the interefl; of a prince, who 
wanted fpirit to command, or docility to obey. 

The moft imprudent meafures were adopted, 
without the knowledge, or againft the advice, of 
Alaric j and the obftinate rcfufal of the fenate, 
to^llow, in the embarkation, the mixture even 
of five hundred Goths, betrayed a fufpicious and 
diftruftful temper, which, in their fituation, was 
neither generous nor prudent. The refcntment 
of the Gothic king was exafperatcd by the mali-» 
cious arts of Jovius, who had been raifed to th£ 
rank of patrician, and who afterwards excufcd his 
double perfidy, by declaring, without a blulh, 
that he had only feemed to abandon the fervice of 
Honorius, more efFeftually to ruin the caufe of 
the ufurper. In a large plain near Rimini, and 
in the prefence of an innumerable multitude of 
Romans and Barbarians, the wretched Attains 
was publicly defpoiled of the diadem and purple; 
and thofe cnfigns of royalty were fent by Alaric, 
as the pledge of peace and friendfhip, to the fon 
of Theodofius The officers who returned to 
their duty, were reinfiated in their employments, 
and even the merit of a tardy repentance was 
gracioufly allowed ; but the degraded emperor of 

9 + See the ratife and cir«)mftance« of the fall of Attains in Zo(i- 
Mius, 1. vi. p.380 — 3’83. Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. 8. Pliiloftorg. 1 . xii. 
c. 3. The two a£ls of indemnity in the Tlieodofian Code, I. iv. 
tit. xxxviii. leg. 11, iz. wliicli wercpiihliflied tlte izth of Febniaiy, 
and the 8th of Aug'ilt, A. D. 410, evidently relate to this tifuiper. 

^ 3 the 
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CHAP, the Romans, defirous of life, and infenfible of 
XXXI. . 

^ ^ j difgracc, implored the pcrmifTion of following the 

Gothic camp, in the train of a haughty and ca- 
pricious Barbarian 

Thirdfiege Xhe degradation of Attains removed the only 

and lack, of 

Rome by real obftacle to the conclufion of the peace j and 
a!]X4!'o| Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, 
Aug. »4. to prefs the irrefolution of the Imperial minifters, 
whofe infolence foon returned with the return of 
fortune. His indignation was kindled by the 
report, that a rival chieftain, that Sarus, the per- 
fonal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary foe 
*of the houfe of Balti, had been received into the 
palace. At the head of three hundred followers, 
that fearlefs Barbarian immediately fallied from 
^ the gates of Ravenna j furprifed, and cut iu pieces, 

a confiderable body of Goths ; re-entered the city 
in triumph] and w’as permitted to infult his ad- 
verfary, by the voice of a herald, who publicly 
declared, that the guilt of Alaric had for ever 
excluded him from the friendfliip and alliance of 
the emperor **. The crime and folly of the court 
of Ravenna was expiated, a third time, by the 
calamities of Rome. The king of the Goths, 
who no longer diflembled his appetite for plun- 

95 In hoc, Alarlcus, imperatore, fa£lo, infefto, refefto, ac de- 
fcitlo. . . Mimum rifit, et ludum 'fpeftavit imperii. Orofius, 
1. vii. c. 42. p. 5SZ. 

9 * Zofnnus, 1 . vi. p. 384. Sozomen, 1 . ix. c.'g. Philoftorgins, 
' ]. xii. c. 3. In this place the text of Zofimus is mutilated, and we 

have left the remainder of his fixth and latt book, which ended with 
the fack of Rome. Credulous and partial as he is, we muft take 
our leave of that hiftorlan witli fome regret. ■ 

det 
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der and revenge, appeared in arms under the 
walls of the capital ; and the trembling fenate, v—.-y— 
without any hopes of relief, prepared, by a def- ' 
peratc rcfiftance, to delay the ruin of their coun- 
try. But they were unable to guard againft the 
fecret confpiracy of their flaves and domeftics ; 
who, cither from birth or intereft, were attached 
to the caufe of the enemy. At the hour of mid- 
night, the Salarian gate was filently opened, and 
the inhabitants were awakened by the tremen- 
dous found of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hun- 
dred and fixty- three years after the foundation of 
Rome, the Imperial city which had fubdued and, 
civilifed fo confiderable a part of mankind, was 
delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of 
Germany and Scythia 

The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced his Rffpff* 
entrance into a vanquifhed city, difeovered, how- for 
ever, Tome regard for the laws of humanity and 
religion. He encouraged his troops boldly to 
feize the rewards of valour, and to enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of a wealthy and effeminate 
people : but he exhorted them, at the fame time, 
tp fpare the lives of the unrefiliing citizens, and 


97 Adcft Alaiiciis, trepidain Romam obfiilet, fuibar, in-umpjt. 
Orofius, 1 . vii. c. 39. p. 573. He difpatchcs ihis great event in 
fpven words j but he employs whole pages in celebrating. the devotion 
of the Goths. I have extrafled f|oni an improbable dory of Proco- 
pius, the circuraftances which had an air of probability. Procop. 
lie Bell. Vandal, l.i. c. 2. He fuppofes, that the city was furprifed 
■\ylule the fenators dept in the afternoon ; but Jeroin, with muie au- 
thority and tnoie lealun, affirms, that it was In the night, noflc 
Moab c.apta tft ; noflc cccidit munis cjus, tom. i. p. lii. ad Princi- 
piam. 

X 4 , to 
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rerpeft the churches of the ^poftles Sc, Peter 
— ' and St. Paul, as holy and inviolable fandtuaries. 
Amidd the horrors of a nodturnal tOmult, feveral 
of the Chriftian Goths difplaycd the fervour of. a 
recent converfion; and fome inftanccs of their 
uncommon piety and moderation are related, and 
perhaps adorned, by the zeal of ecclefiadical 
writers ®*. While the Barbarians roamed through 
the city in queft of prey, the humble dwelling 
of an aged virgin, who had devoted her life to 
the fervice of the altar, was forced open by one 
of the powerful Goths. He immediately demand*- 
jed, though in civil language, all the gold and 
filver in her polTelTton and was aftonifhed at the 
readinefs with which Ihe - condudted him > to a 
fplcndid hoard of mafly plate, of the richeft m»- 
'• tcrials, and the moft curious workmanfhip. The 

Barbarian viewed with wonder and delight this 
valuable racquilition, till he was interrupted by 
a ferious -admonition, addreded to him in the 
following- words ; Thcfe, faid Ihe, are the con- 

“ fecrated vefiels belonging to St. Peter } if you 
** prefume to ,touch th^m, the facrilegious deed 
** will remain on your confcience. For my 
** part, I dare not keep what I am unable to 

9* Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 39. p. 573 — 57<.) applauds the piety of lha 
Chriflian Goths, without lecming to perceive that the greateft part 
pf them were Arian heretics. Jornandes_(c. 30. p. S53.) and Ifidore 
of Seville (Chran. p. 71+. edit. Grot.), who were both attached to 
the Gothic caufe, have repeated and embcllilhed thefe edifying tales. 
According to Ifidoro, Alaric himfelf was heard to fay, that he waged 
W.U- with the Romans, and not with the Apoftlcs. Such was the 
^ylc of the feventh century ; two hundred years before, the fame and 
merit had been afenbed, not to the anoftles, but to Chrift. 

defijnd/’ 
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•* defend.” The Gothic captain, ftruck with 

reverential awe, difpatched a meflenger to inform ^ » 

the king of the treafure which he had difeovered ; 
and received a peremptory order from Alaric, 
that all the confecrated plate and ornamefits 
Ihould be tranfported, without damage or delay, 
to the church of the apoftlc. From the extre- 
mity, perhaps, of the Quirinal hill, to the diftanc 
quarter of the Vatican, a numerous detachment 
of Goths, marching in order of battle through 
the principal ftreets, protedled, with glittering 
arms, the long train of their devout compa- 
nions, who bore aloft, on their heads, the facred 
veffels of gold and filver $ and the martial (houts 
of the Barbarians were mingled with the found of _ 
religious pfalmody. From all the adjacent houfes, 
a crowd of Chriftians haftened to join this edify- ' 

ing proceflion i and a multitude of < fugitive^ 
without diftin<5kion of age, or rank, «r even of 
feci, had the good fortune to efcape to the fe- 
cure and hofpitable fanftuary of the Vatican. 

The learned work, concerning the Gty of God^ 
was profeffedly compofed by St. Auguftin, to 
juftify the ways of Providence in the deflruftion 
of the Roman greatnefs. He celebrates, with 
peculiar fatisfa6lion, this memorable triumph of 
Chriil i and infults his adverfaries, by -ahalleng- 
ing them to produce fome fimilar example, of a 
town taken by ftorm, in which the fabulous gods 
of antiquity had been able to protedl either them- 
fclves, or their deluded votaries*®. 

99 See Auguftin, tie Civitat. Dei, 1.1. c. i— 6. He paiticularij 
appeals to tjte examples of Trov, S} raeufs, and Tarentum, 

In 
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^ In the fack of Rome, fome rare and extrabr- 

^ — V- — . dinary examples of Barbarian virtue had been 
^d^i^eof defcrvedly applauded. But the holy precinfts of 
Rome. the Vatican, and the apoftolic churches, could 
receive a very fmall proportion of the Roman 
people : many thoufand warriors, more efpecially 
of the Huns, who ferved under the ftandard of 
Alaric, were grangers to the name, or at leaft 
to the faith, of Chrift •, and we may fufpeft, 
without any breach of charity or candour, that, 
in the hour of favage licence, when every pafiion 
was inflamed, and every reftraint was removed, 
the precepts of the gofpel feldom influenced the 
behaviour of the Gothic Chriftians. The writers, 
the beft difpofed to exaggerate their clemency, 
have freely confefled, that a cruel daughter was 
• made of the Romans ; and that the ftreets of 
the city were filled with dead bodies, which re- 
mained without burial during the general con- 
fternation; The defpair of the citizens was fome- 
times converted into fury j . and whenever the 
Barbarians were provoked by oppofition, they 
extended the promifeuous maflaerc to the feeble, 
the innocent, and the helplel^ The private 

loo Jerom (tom. i, p. iii. ad Principiam) has applied to the fack 
of Rome all the ftrong exprefllons of V irgil : i 

cladem illius no£tis, quis fuiiera fando, 

Explicet, fee. 

Pi'ocopiirs ( 1 . i. c.a.) pofitively affirms, that great numbers were 
Ham by the Goths. Auguftin (de Civ. Dei, 1 . i. e. ii, 13.) offers 
Chriillan comfort for the death of thofe, whofe bodies (wmlta ttrpera) 
had remained (i« unburied. Baronins, from the differ- 
ent writings of the Fathers, has thrown fome light on the fack of 
Rome. Annal, Eccltf. A. D, 410. N° 16—44. 
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revenge of forty thoufand flaves was exercifed 
without pity or remorfe j and the ignominious ^ 
lafhes, which they had formerly received, were 
wafhed away in the blood of the guilty, or ob- 
noxious, families. The matrons and virgins of 
Rome were expofed to injuries more dreadful, in 
the apprchenfion of chaftity, than death itfelf; 
and the ecclefiaftical hiftorian has feleded an 
example of female virtue, for the admiration of 
future ages A Roman lady, of fingular beauty 
and orthodox faith, had excited the impatient 
defires of a young Goth, who, according to the 
fagacious remark of Sozomen, was attached to 
the Arian herefy. Exafperated by her obftinate 
refiftance, he drew his fword, and, with the anger 
of a lover, (lightly wounded her neck. The 
bleeding heroine ftill continued to brave his re- 
fentment, and to repel his love, till the ravillier 
defifted from his unavailing efforts, refpeftfully 
conducted her to the fancluary of the Vatican, 
and gave fix pieces of gold to the guards of the 
church, on condition that they fhould reftore her 
inviolate to the arms of her hufband. Such in- 
ftances of courage and gencrofity were not ex- 

Sozornen, 1 . ix. c. 10. Auguftin (de CIvItat. Dei, 1 . i. 
c. 17.) intimates, that fome virgins or matrons ailually killed them- 
felvcs to el'cape violation ; and though he admires their fpirit, he is 
obliged, by his theology, to condemn their rafh prefumption. Per- 
haps the good bilhop of Hippo was too eafy in the belief, as well as 
too rigid in the cenfure, of this aft of female heroifm. The twenty 
maidens (if they ever exifted), who threw themfelves into the Elbe, 
when Magdebtirgh was taken by ttorm, have been multiplied to the 
number of twelve hundred. See Harte's Hiltory of Gudavus Adol- ‘ 

plius, vol.i. p. 308, 

trcmcly 
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AP. tremely common. The brucal foldiers fatisficd 
^ - their fenfual appetites, without confulting either 

the inclination, or the duties, of their female 
captives; and, a nice queftion of cafuiftry was 
ferioully agitated. Whether thofe tender vidims, 
who had inflexibly refufed their confent to the 
violation which they fuftained, had lofl, by their 
misfortune, the glorious crown of virginity 
There were other lofies indeed of a more fub- 
(lantial kind, and more general concern. It can- 
not be prefumed, that all the Barbarians were at 
at all times capable of perpetrating fuch amorous 
outrages; and the want of youth, or beauty, or 
chaflity, proteded the greatell part of the Ro- ' 
man women from the danger of a rape. But 
1 avarice is an infatiate and univeri'ai paflion; fince 

the enjoyment of almofl: every objed that can 
afford pleafure to the different taftes and tempers 
of mankind, may be procured by the poflTdfion of 
wealth. In the pillage of Rome, a jufl; prefer- 
ence was given to go’d and jewels, which con- 
tain the greatefl value <n tl:e fmallefl: compafs and 
weight : but, after thefe portable riches had been 
removed by the more diligent robbers, the palaces 
of Rome were rudely flripped of their fplendid 

Sec Auguftin, de Civitat. Dei, i. i. c. 16. 18. He treats the 
Aibjecl with reinjitabic acctiracyj anil after admitting that there 
mniiot be any cimie, where there' is no confent, he adds, Sed quia 
non folum quotl a,l dolorein, velum etiam qued rd libidintm, per- 
. tinet, in corporc alieno perpetrari poteft; quicquid tale faiguin fuerit, 
ctli ictentam conllantilVuno aninio pudiciiium non cxcutit, pudoreni 
fainen ir.rotit, r.c credatur fafhim cum mentis etiam voluntatc, quoj 
fieri tbrt'-ifii; fine carnis aliqua voluplate non potuit. In c. 18. he 
. inskes Ibtne cmioui diftinflion* between icoi'li and phylical virgin- 

■ and 
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and cofHy furniture. The fide-boards of mafly 
plate, and the variegated wardrobes of filk and J 

purple, were irregularly piled in the waggons, 
that always followed the march of a Gothic army. 

The moft exquifite works of art were roughly 
handled, or wantonly deftroyed : many a ftatue 
was melted for the fake of the precious materials ; 
and many a vafe, in the divifion of the fpoil, was 
Ihivered into fragments by the ftroke of a battle- 
axe. The acquilition of riches ferved only to 
ftimulate the avarice of the rapacious Barbarians, 
who proceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tor- 
tures, to force from their prifoners the confeflfion 
of hidden treafure *°*. Vifible fpiendour and ex- 
pence were alleged as the proof of a plentiful 
fortune : the appearance of poverty was imputed 
to a parfimonious difpofition; and the obftinacy 
of fome mifers, who endured the moft cruel tor- 
ments before they would difcover the fecret 
objeft of their afFedlion, was fatal to many un- 
happy wretches, who expired under the lafh> 
for refufing to reveal their imaginary trea- 
fures. The edifices of Rome, though the da- 
mage has been much exaggerated, received fome 
injury from the violence of the Goths. At their 
entrance through the Salarian gate, they fired 
the adjacent houfes to guide their march, and to 
diftradb the attention of the citizens : the flames, 

•oj Marcella, a Roman lady, equally refpeflable for her rank, 
her age, and her piety, was thrown on the ground, and cruelly 
beaten and whipped, c*fam fuftibus flagclljlque, &c. Jerom, tom. i. 
p. III. ad Principiam. See AugulHn, dc Civ. Dei, 1. i. c. to- 
The modern Sacco di Roma, p. ao8. gives an idea of the various 
methods of torturing prifoners for gold. 

which 
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which encountered no obftacle in the diforder of 
) the night, confumed many private and public 
buildings j and the ruins of the palace of Sal- 
luft‘°* remained, in the age of Juftinian, a ftately 
monument of the Gothic conflagration Yet 
a contemporary hillorian has obferved, that fire 
could fcarcely confume the enormous beams of 
folid brafs, and that the ftrength of man was in- 
fufficient to fubvert the foundations of ancient 
ftrudlures. Some truth may pofllbly be conceal- 
ed in his devout alTertion, that the wrath of 
Heaven fupplied the imperfedions of hoflile rage; 
and that the proud Forum of Rome, decorated 
with the ftatues of fo many gods and heroes, was 
levelled in the duft by the ftroke of lightning '°®. 

'®+ The hUlorian Sallutt, who ufefully prailifed the vices which 
he has lb eloquently cenfured, employed the plumlei- of Numidia to 
adorn his palace and gardens on the Qnirinal hill. The fpot where 
the houfe flood, is now marked by the church of 8t. Sufanna, fepa- 
rated only by a ftreet from the baths of Diocletian, and not far dif- 
tant from the Salarian gate. See Nardini, Roma Antica, p. 192, 
J93. and the great Plan of Modem Rome, by Nolli. 

The exprefllons of Procopius are diftinfl and moderate (de 
Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. 2.). The Chronicle of Marcellinus fpeaks too 
ftrongly, partem urbis Romae cremavit ; and the words of Philollor- 
gius Jt Tnf b-oKim; xn/2i d,-, 1. xii. c. 3.) convey a falle and 

exaggerated idea. Bargatus has compofed a particular difTertation 
(fee tom. iv. Antiqnit. Rem. Grxv.) to prove that the edifices of 
Rome were not fubverted by the Goths and Vandals. 

>ofi OroCus, l.ii. 'c. 19. p. 143. He fpeaks as if he difapproved 
d// ftatues i vel Deum vel homincm mentiuntur. They confiftcd of 
the kings of Alba and Rome from Air.cas, the Romans, illullrious 
either in arms, or arts, and the deified Caefars. The exprefllon 
which he ufes of Ftrum is fomewhat ambiguous, fince there exifted 
Jivt principal Ftrt ; but as they were all contigpons and adjaceirt, 
in the plain which is furrounded by the Capitoline, the Quirinal, the 
Efquiline, and the Palatine hills, they might fairly be conlidered 
as ci». Seethe Roma Antiqua of Donatus, p. 162 — 201. and the 
Roma Antica of Nardini, p. 212—273. The former is more vifcful 
for the ancient deferiptions, the latter for the aftual topography. 

. ' What- 
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Whatever might be the numbers, of equeftrian, 
or plebeian rank, who perifhed in the maflacre of 
Rome, it is confidently affirmed, that only one 
fenator loft his life by the fword of the enemy 
But it was not eafy to compute the multitudes, 
who, from an honourable ftation, and a profper- 
ous fortune, were fuddcnly reduced to the mifer- 
able condition of captives and exiles. As the 
Barbarians had more occafion for money than for 
flaves, they fixed, at a moderate price, the re- 
demption of their indigent prifoners j and the 
ranfom was often paid by the benevolence of 
their friends, or the charity of ftrangers The 
captives, who were regularly fold, either in open 
market, or by private contrafb, would have le- 
gally regained their native freedom, which it was 
impoffible for a citizen to^lofe, or to alienate 
But ag it was foon difcovered, that the vindication 
of their liberty would endanger their lives j and 
that the Goths, iinld’s they were tempted to fell, 
might be provoked to murder, their ufelefs pri- 
foners ; the civil jurifprudence had been already 
qualified by a wife regulation, that they ffiould be 

>=7 Orofius ( 1 . ii. c. 1.9. p. 141.) compares the cruelty of tlie 
Gauls and the clemency of the Goths. Ibi vix quemquam inventum 
fenatoi-em, qui vel abl'ens evaferit j hie vix quemquam requiri, qui 
forte ut latens perierit. But there is an air of rhetoric, and perhaps 
of falfehood, in this antitbelis; and Socrates ( 1 . vii. c. 10.) aihrms, 
perhaps by an oppoiite exaggeration, that many fenators were put to 
xleath with various and exquifite tortures. 

«o8 Multi . . . Chriiliani in captivitatem dufti funt. Augullin, 
Je Civ. Dei, 1 . i. c. 14; and the Chrillians experienced no peculiar 
hardlhips. 

*09 See Heinecciut, Antiquitat. Jliris Roman, tom. i. p. 96.. 

obliged 
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(crve the moderate term of five years, 
till they had difcharged by their labour the price 
of their redemption The nations who in- 
vaded the Roman empire, had driven before 
them, into Italy, whole troops of hungry and 
affrighted provincials, lefs apprehenfive of fervi- 
tude than of famine. The calamities of Rome 
and Italy difperfed the inhabitants to the moft 
lonciy, the moft fecure, the moft diftant places 
of refuge. While the Gothic cavalry fpread ter- 
ror and defolation along the fea-coaft of Cam- 
pania and Tufeany, the little ifland of Igilium, 
feparated by a narrow channel from the Argen- 
tarian promontory, repulfed, or eluded, their 
hoftile attempts i and at fo fmall a diftance from 
Rome, great numbers of citizens were fecurely 
concealed in the thick* woods of that fequeftered 
lpot”‘. The ample patrimonies, which' many 

Appendix Cod. Theodof. xvi. in Sirmond. Opera, tom. i. 
p. 735. This edift was publiihed the nth of December, A. D. 408. 
■* and is more reafonabic than properly belonged to the minifters of Ho- 

Borius. 

Eminns I^lii fylvofa cacumina miror ; 

X , Qnetr. f audarc nefas laudis hohore fu* 

Hate proprios nuper tutata eft infula faltus ; 

Site iociingenio, feu Domini genio. 

Gurgite cum modico vi6lricibus obftitit acmit 
Tanquam longinqiio diftbeiata mari. 

Haec niultos laccra fiifcepit ab urbe fugatoi. 

Hie feftis pofito certa timore faius. 

Plurima terreno populaverat asquora bcllo, 

’ Contra naturam clafle timendus eques 

Unum, mirafides, variodifcrimineporttini! 

Tam prope Romanis, tam procul efle Getis. 

Rutilius, in Itinerar. I. i. 315. 

Tb« ilUnd is now caUed Oigllo. See Ciuver. Ital. Andq. I. iT. 

P* - 

9 icnatonan 
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fcnatorian families pofleffed in Africa, invited ^ P. 
them, if they had time, and prudence, to efcape 
from the ruin of their country j to embrace the 
(heltcr of*that hofpitable province. The moft il- 
luftrious ofthefe fugitives was the noble and pious 
Proba the widow of the prasfedt Petronius, 

After the death of her hufband, the moft power- 
ful fubjedl of Rome, flie had remained at the he.ad 
of the Anician family, and fucceflively fupplied, 
from her private fortune, the expence of the con- 
fullhips of her three fons. When the city was 
befieged and taken by the Goths, Proba fup- 
ported, with Chriftian refignation, thelofsofim- 
menfe riches ; embarked in a fmall velTcl, from 
whence (he beheld, at fea, the flames of her 
burning palace, and fled with her daughter Lasta, 
and her grand-daughter, the celebrated virgin, 
Demetrias, to the coaft of Africa. The benevo- 
lent profufion with which the matron diftributed 
the fruits, or the price, of her eftates, contributed 
to alleviate the misfortunes of exile and captivity. 

But even the family of Proba herfclf was not ex- 
empt from the rapacious oppieflion of Count 
Heraclian, who bafely fold, in matrimonial pro- 


•'* As the adventures of Proba and her family are connc 5 fed with 
the life of St. Auguftin, they are diligently illufirated byTilleraont, 
Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 6io — 635. Soine time after theirarrival 
in Africa, Demetrias took the veil, and made a vow of virginity ; an 
event wivich was confidercd as of the highcil importance to Rome and 
to the world. All the Smb.'s wrote congratulatory letters to her ; that 
of jerom is Hill extant (tom. i. p. 61 — 73. ad Dcmetriad. de fer- 
vanda Virglnitat.), and contains a mixture of abfurd reafoning, fpi- 
ri'ted declamation, and curious fails, foinc of which relate to the 
fiegr and fade of Rome. 

VoL. y. Y ftitution. 
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c H A P. ftitutlon, the noblefl: maidens of Rome, to theluft 
■u * or avarice of the Syrian merchants. The Italian 
fugitives were difperfed through the provinces, 
along the coaft of Egypt and Afia, as faJ*as Con- 
ftantinople and Jerufalem ; and the village of 
Bethlem, the folitary rcfidence of St. Jcrom and 
his female converts, was crowded with illuf- 
trious beggars of either fex, and every age, who • 
excited the public compaffion by the remembrance 
of their part fortune "b This awful cataflrophe 
of Rome filled the aftonilhed empire with grief 
and terror. So interefting a contrail: of greatnefs . 
and ruin, difpofed the fond credulity of the 
people to deplore, and even to exaggerate, the 
afflidions of the queen of cities. The clergy, 
who applied to recent events the lofty metaphors 
of Oriental prophecy, were fometimes tempted to 
confound the deftrudion of the capita!, and the 
difiblution of tlie globe. 

Sack of There exifts in human nature a ftrong propenfity 
th^troops depreciate the advantages, and to magnify thp 
of ciuiies evils, of the prefent times. Yet, when the firfl: 
emotions had fubfided, and a fair eftimate was 
made of the real damage, the more learned and 
judicious contemporaries were forced to confefs, 
that infant Rome had formerly received more ef- 
fential injury from the Gauls, chan fhe had tiow 
fuftained from the Goths in her declining age 

The 

Sec the pathetic complaint of Jerom (tom. v. p. 400.), in his 
picfacQ to the I'econd bock of his Commentaries on the prophet 
Ezekiel. 

OroCus, though with fome theological partiality, dates this 
compaiifon, 1 . ii. c. 19. p. 141. I. vii. c. 35. p. 575. But, in thj 

hiftory 
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The experience of eleven centuries has enabled 
pofterity to produce a much more fingular paral- x. — 
lei ; and to affirm with confidence, that the ra- 
vages of the Barbarians, whom Alaric had led 
from the banks of the Danube, were lefs deftruc- 
tive, than the hortilities exercifed by the troops 
of Charles the Fifth, a Catholic prince, who ftylcd 
himfelf Emperor of the Romans"’. The Goths 
evacuated the city at the end of fix days, but 
Rome remained above nine months in the pof- 
feflion of the Imperialifis j and every hour was 
Rained by fome atrocious aft of cruelty, luR, 
and rapine. The authority of Alaric prcferved 
fome order and moderation among the ferocious 
multitude, which acknowledged him for their 
leader and king: but the conftable of Bourbon 
had glorioufly fallen in the attack of the walls ; 
and the death of the general removed every re- 
ftraint of difcipline, from an army which con- 
fifted of three independent nations, the Italians, 
the Spaniards, and the Germans. In the begin- 

hiftory of the faking of Rome by the Gauls, eveiy thing is .Uncer- 
tain, and perhaps fabulous. Sec Beaufort fur I’lncertitude, &c. de 
I’Hiftoire Romaine, p. 356 ; and Mclot, in the Mem. de I’Academie 
des infeript. tom. xv. p. i — zt. 

•'S The reader whowiftics to inform himfelf of the clrcumftanccs 
of this famous event, may perufean admirable narrative in Dr. Ro- 
bertfon’s Hiftoryof Charles V. vol. 11. p. 2S3} or confuitthe Annali 
d’ltalia of the learned Mui-atori, tom. xiv. p. 230 — 244. octavo 
edition. It he is dellrous of examining the originals, he may have 
recourfe to the eighteenth book of the great, but unhnilhcd, hiltory 
of Guicciardini. But the account which molt truly deferves the 
name of authentic and original, is a little book, intitlcd, llSaaoii 
Rrnia, cempofed, within lefs than a month after the alTauIt of the 
city, by the brotbtr of the hilloiian Guicciardini, who appears to 
have been an able magiftrate, and a dirpalTionate writer. 

Y 1 ning 
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fixteenth century, the manners of 
Wv~— ^ Italy exhibited a remarkable fcene of the depravity 
of mankind. They united the fanguinary crimes 
that prevail in an unfettled ftate of fociety, with 
the polilhed vices which fpring from the abufe of 
art and luxury : and the loofe adventurers, who 
> had violated every prejudice of patriotifm and 
fuperftition to aflault the palace of the Roman 
pontiff, muft deferve to be confidercd as the mod 
profligate of the At the fame tera, the 
Spaniards were the terror both of the Old and 
New World : but their high-fpirited valour was 
difgraced by gloomy pride, rapacious avarice, 
and unrelenting cruelty. Indefatigable in the 
purfuit of fame and riches, they had improved, 
by repeated pradlice, the mod exquifite and ef- 
fedual methods of torturing their prifoners : 
many of the Cadillans, who pillaged Rome, were 
familiars of the holy inquifition ; and fome vo- 
lunteers, perhaps, were lately returned from the 
conqued of Mexico. The Germans were lefs cor- 
rupt than the Italians, lefs cruel than the Spa- 
niards ; and the rudic, or even favage, afpcfl of 
thofc Tramontane warriors, often difguifed a Ample 
and merciful difpofltion. But they had imbibed, 
in the Ard fervour of the reformation, the fpirit, 
as well as the principles, of Luther. It was their 
favourite amufement to infult, or dedroy, the 
confecrated objefts of Catholic fuperdition ; they 
indulged, without pity, or remorfe, a devout 
hatred againd the clergy of every denomination 
and degree, who form fo condderable a part of 

the 
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the inhabitants of modern Rome; and their fa- 
natic zeal might afpire to fubvert the throne of > — 
Anfichrift, to purify, with blood and fire, the 
abominations of the fpiritual Babylon 

The retreat of the vidlorious Goths, who eva- Alanc 

evacuates 

cuated Rome on the fixth day might be the re- Rome, and 
fult of prudence ; but it was not furely the clFecl 
of fear At the head of an army, encumbered a.d. 4.10, 
with rich and weighty fpoils, their intrepid leader ^ ^ 
advanced along the Appian way into the fouthern 
provinces of Italy, deftroying whatever dared to 
oppofe his pafiage, and contenting himfelf with 
the plunder of the unrefifting country. The fate 
of Capua, the proud and luxurious metropolis of 
Campania, and which was refpedted, even in its 
decay, as the eighth city of the empire is bu- 
ried in oblivion ; whilft the adjacent town of 
Nola has been illuftrated, on this occafion, by 

The furious fplrit of Lu.ther, ths'effcft of temj>er and entliu- 
fiafm, has been forcibly attacked (Bofliiet, Hill, des Variations dcs 
Eglifes Protellantes, livre i. p. 20 — 36.}, and feebly JefendtJ • 
(Seckendorf, Comment, de Lutherani-Ono, efpecially I. i. N» 78. 
p. 120. and 1. iii. izi. p. 556.). 

"7 Marcellinus, in Chron. Orofius ( 1 . vii.c. 39. p. 575.) alTerts, 
that he left Rome on the /i/Vdday ; but this dilFei ence is cafily recon- 
ciled by the fuccefllve motions of great bodies of troops. 

u* Socrates ( 1 . vil. c. 10.) pretends, without any colour of truth, 
or reafon, that Alaric fled on the report, that the aiiuics of the 
Eallern empire were in full march to attack him. 

•'9 Aufoniiis de Claris Urbibus, p. 233. edit. Toll. The luxury 
of Capua had formerly furpalTed that of Sybaris itlelf. See Alhe- 
nacus Deipnofophlll. 1 . xii. p. 528. edit. Cafaubon. 

'20 Forty-eight years before the foundation of Rome (about 800 
before the Chrillian acra), the Tufeans built Capua and Nola, at tlic 
diftance of twenty-three miles from each other : but the latter of the- 
two cities never emerged from a ftate of mediocrity. 

Y 3 the 
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the fanftity of Paulinus”‘, who was fucccflively 
L , , i a conful, a monk, and a bifhop. At the age of 
forty, he renounced the enjoyment of wealth and 
honour, of fociety and literature, to embrace a 
life of folitude and pennance ■, and the loud ap- 
plaufe of the clergy encouraged him to defpife the 
reproaches of his worldly friends, who afcribed 
this defperate a£l to ibme diforder of the mind or 
body An early and paffionate attachment de- 
termined him to fix his humble dwelling in one of 
the fuburbs of Nola, near the miraculous tomb 
' of St. Fa:;lix, which the public devotion had al- 
ready furrounded with five large and populous 
churches. The remains of his fortune, and ofhis 
underftanding, were dedicated to the fervice of 
the glorious martyr j whcfe praife, on the day of 
his feftival, Paulinus never failed to celebrate by 
a folemn hymn j and in wliofe name he erected a 
fixth church, of fuperior elegance and beauty, 
which was decorated with many curious pictures, 
from the Hiftory of the Old and Nevv Teftament. 
Such affiduous zeal fecured the favour of the 
faint or at leaft of the people •, and, after 

Tillcmont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. xiv. p. 1 — 14,6.) has com* 
piled, with his ufual diligence, all that relates to the life aWd writings 
of Paulinus, whofe retreat is celebrated by his own pen, and by the 
praifes of St. Ambrofe, St. Jeroin, St. Auguftin, Sulpicius Seve* 
JUS, &c. his Chriftian friends and contemporaries. 

See the affeftionate letters of Aufonius (epift. xix.— xjtr. 
p. 650 — 698. edit. Toll.), to his colleague, his friend, and his dif* 
ciple Paulinus. The religion cf Aufonius is (fill a problem (fee 
Mem.de I'Academie des Infcrip'.ions, tom. xv, p. 123 — 138.) I 
believe that it was fuch in his own tirr.e, and, confequently, that in 
his heart he was a Pagan. 

The humble Paulinus once prefumed to fay, that he believed 
St. Fsellx rf/V' love him ; at leall. as a mailer loves his little deg. 

fifteen 
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fifteen years retirement, the Roman conful was 
compelled to accept the bilhopric of Nola, a few i_ 
months before the city was inverted by the Goths. 

During the ficge, fome religious perfons were 
fatisfied that they had feen, either in dreams or 
vifions, the divine form of their tutelar patron ; 
yet it foon appeared by the event, that Fa;lix 
wanted power, or inclination, to prd'erve the 
flock, of which he had formerly been the fliep- 
herd. Nola was not faved from the general de- 
vaftation j and the captive bifliop was pro- 
tefted only by the general opinion of his inno- 
cence and poverty. Above four years elapfed 
from the fuccertful invafion of Italy by the arms 
of Alaric, to the voluntary retreat of die Goths 
under the conduft of his fucceflfor Adolphus ; Poflretr.on 
and, during the whole time, they reigned with- 
out controul over a country, which, in the opinion 
of the ancients, had united all the various excel- 
lencies of nature and art. The profperity, in- 
deed, which Italy had attained in the aufpicious 
age of the Antonines, had gradually declined 
with the decline of the empire. The fruits of a 
long peace periflied under the rude grafp of the 
Barbarians; and they themfelves were incapable 
of tailing the more elegant refinements of luxury, 
which had been prepared for the ufe of the foft 
and polllhed Italians. Each Ibldier, however, 
claimed an ample portion of the fubrtantial plenty, 

'* 4 - See Jornandcs, dc Reb. Get. c. 30. p. 653. Philoflorgiiis, 

1 . xii. c. 3. Augiiftin, de Civ. Dei, 1 . i. c. lo.. Baroiiius, Annal. 

Ecclef. A. D. 410. N° 4.5, 46. 
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the corn and cattle, oil and wine, that was daily 

> collefled, and confumcd, in the Gothic campj 

and the principal warriors infulted the villas, and 
gardens, once inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero, 
along the beauteous coaft of Campania. Their 
trembling captives, the fons and daughters of 
Roman fenators, prefented, in goblets of gold 
and gems, large draughts of Falernian wine, to 
the haughty vi6tors j who ftretched their huge 
limbs under the fliade of plane-trees artificially 
difpofed to exclude the fcorching rays, and to 
admit the genial warmth, of the fun. Thefe 
delights were enhanced by the memory of paft 
hardfhips : the comparifon of their native foil, 
the bleak and barren hills of Scythia, and the 
frozen banks of the Elbe, and Danube, added 
new charms to the felicity of the Italian 
climate 


’*5 The/>.W(iai, or plane-tree, was a favourite of the ancients, 
by whom it was propagated, for the fake of lhade, from the Eaft to 
Gaul, Pliny, Hill. Natur. xii. j, 4, 5. He mentions feveral of 
an enormous fize; one in the Imperial villa at Velitrae, which Ca- 
ligula called his neft, 'as the branches were capable of holding a 
large table, the proper attendants, and the emperor himfelf, whom 
Pliny quaintly ftyles fan umbra; ■, an exprefllon which might, with 
equal reafon, be applied to Alaric, 

The proftrate South to the dellroyer yields 
Her boalled titles, and her golden fields 1 
With grim delight the brood of winter view 
A brighter day, and Ikies of azure hue ; 

Scent the new fragrance of the opening rofe. 

And quaff the pendent vintage as it grows. 

See Gray’s Poems, publifhed by Mr. Mafon, p. 197. Inllead of ^ 
compiling tables of chronology and natural hiftory, why did not 
Mr. Gray apply the powers of his genius to finifli the philofophic 
poem, of which he has left fuch an exquifite fpecimen ? 

Whether 
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Whether fame, or conqueft, or riches, were 

the objeift of Alaric, he purfued that objeft with > 

an indefatigable ardour, which could neither be 
quelled by adverfity, nor fatiated by fuccefs. No A.D.410. 
fooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy, 
than he was attrafted by. the neighbouring pro- 
fpe6t of a fertile and peaceful ifland. Yet even 
the poflefllon of Sicily, he confidered only as an 
intermediate flep to the important expedition, 
which he already meditated againft the continent 
of Africa. The ftreights of Rhegium and Mef- 
fina are twelve miles in length, and, in the 
narrowed paflTage, about one mile and a half 
broad; and the fabulous monfters.of the deep, 
the rocks of Scylla, and the whirlpool ofCharib- 
dis, could terrify none but the mod timid andun- 
fkiiful mariners. Yet as foon as the fird divifion 
of the Goths had embarked, a fudden temped 
arofe, which funk, or fcattered, many of the tranf- 
ports ; their courage was daunted by the terrors 
of a new element ; and the whole defign was de- 
feated by the premature death of Alaric, which 
fixed, after a fhort illnefs, the fatal term of his 
conqueds. The ferocious characler of the Bar- 
barians was difplayed, in the funeral of a hero, 
whofe valour, and fortune, they celebrated with 
mournful applaufe. By the labour of a captive 
multitude, they forcibly diverted the courfe of 

*»7 For the perfcft defcription of the Streights of Meffina, Scylla, 

Charbydis, &c. fee Cluvciius (It:il. Antiq. 1. iv. p. 1193. and . Si- 
cilia Antiq. 1. i. p. 60 — 76.), who had diligently ftndied the an- 
cicnts, and furveyed with a curious eye the aftual face of the 
country. 

' - ' the 
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the Bufentinus, a fmall river that wafhes the walls 
of Confentia. The royal fepulchre, adorned v/ith 
the fplendid fpoils, and trophies, of Rome, was 
conftrudted in' the vacant bed ; the waters were 
then reftored to their natural channel; and the 
fecret fpot, where the remains of Alaric had been 
depofitcd, was for ever concealed by the inhuman 
maflacre of the prifoners, who had been employed 
to execute the work 

The perfonal animofities, and hereditary feuds, 
of the Barbarians, were fufpended by the ftrong 
neceffity of their affairs ; and the brave Adolphus, 
the brother-in-law of the deceafed monarch, was 
unanimoufly eledled to fucceed to his throne. 
The charafter and political fyftem of the new 
king of the Goths, may be beft underftood from 
his own converfation with an illuftrious citizen of' 
Narbonne ; who afterwards, in a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, related it to St. Jerom, in the 
prefence of the hiftorian Orofius. “ In the full 
confidence of valour and vidtory, I once afpired 
** (faid Adolphus) to change the face of the uni- 
** verfe; to obliterate the name of Rome ; to 
eredt o'n its ruins the dtominion of the Goths ; 
“ and to acquire, like Auguftus, the immortal 
fame of the founder of a new empire. By re- 
peated experiments, I was gradually convinced, 
“ that laws are effcntially necelfary to maintain 
“ and regulate a well-conflituted ftate ; and that 
“ the fierce untradtable humour of the Goths 
** was incapable of bearing the falutary yoke of 

I** Jomandes, de Reb. Get. c. 30. p. 634. 

y laws. 
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** laws, and civil 'government. From that mo- 
" ment I propofed to inyfclf a different objeft of ^ ,. y, 
“ glory and ambition ; and it is now my finctre 
“ wifii, that the gratitude of future ages fhould 
“ acknowledge the merit of a ftrangcr, who em- 
ployed the fwerd of the Goths, not to fubvert, 

“ but to rcficre and maintain, the profperity of 
** the Roman empire ‘*®.” With thefe pacific 
views, the fucedTor of Alaric fufpended the ope- 
rations of war j and ferioufly negociated with the 
Imperial court a treaty of friendfhip and alliance. 

It was the interefl of the minifters of Honorius, 
who were now releafed from the obligation of 
their extravagant oath, to deliver Italy from the 
intolerable weight of the Gothic powers} and 
.they readily accepted their fervice againft the 
tyrants and Barbarians, who infefted the pro- 
vinces/beyond the Alps Adolphus, aflTuming 
the character of a Roman general, direded his 
march from the extremity of Campania to the 
fouthern provinces, of Gaul. Flis troops, either 
by force or agreement, immediately occupied the ' 
cities of Narbonne, Thouloufe, and Bourdeaux ; , 

and though they were repulfed by Count Boni- 
face from the walls of Marfeilles, they foon ex- 


•*9 Orofuis, 1 . vii. c. 43. p. 584, 585. He was fent-by St. Au- 
guftin, in the year 41 fVoni AtVica to Paleftine, to vifit St. Jerom, 
and to confultwith him on the fubjeft of the Pelagian contioverfy. 

Jornamles fuppofes, without much probability, that Adolphus 
vifited and plundered Rome a fecond time (more locuftanim erafit). 
Yet he agrees, with Orofius in fuppofing, that a treaty of peace was 
concluded between the Gothic prince and Honorius. See Orof. I. 
vii. c. 43. p. 584, 585. Jornandes, de Rcb. Geticis, c. 31. p. 654, 
655. 

3 , tended 
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A^p. tended their quarters from the Mediterranean to 
». — » the Ocean. The opprefled provincials might 
exclaim, that the miferable remnant, which the 
enemy had fpared, was cruelly ravifhed by their 
, pretended allies ; yet fome fpecious colours were 

not wanting to palliate, or juftify, the violence 
of the Goths. The cities of Gaul, which they 
attacked, might perhaps be confidered as in a 
ftate of rebellion againft the government of Ho- 
norius ; the articles of the treaty, or the fecret 
inftrudtions of the court, might fometimes be 
alleged in favour of the feeming ufurpations of 
Adolphus; and the guilt of any irregular, un- 
fuccefsful, afl of hoftility, might always be im- 
puted, with an appearance of truth, to the un- 
governable fpirit of a Barbarian hoft, impatient 
of peace or difeipline. The luxury of Italy had 
been lefs effectual to foften the temper, than to 
relax the courage, of the Goths; and they had 
imbibed the vices, without imitating the arts and 
inftitutions, ofcivilifed focicty 
His mar- The profcffions of Adolphus were probably fin- 

nage with and his attachment to the caufe of the re- 

Placjoiu, ' 

' A.D. 4.14, public was fecured by the afeendant which a Ro- 
man princefs had acquired over the heart and On- 
derftanding of the Barbarian king. Placidia 

' M* The retreat of the Gotlis from Italy, and their lii'ft tranfailions 

in Gaul, are dark and doubtful. 1 have derived much afliiiance 
from Mal'cou (Hill, of the ancient Germans, 1 . viii. c. 19. 35, 36, 
37.), who h.as illudrated, and conncfled, the broken chronicles and 
fragments of the times. 

See an account of Plaridia in Ducange, Fam. Byaant. p. 7a. ; 
and Tillemont, Hill, des Emi’crcurs, tom. v, p. aSo. 386, &e. 
win. vi. p. *40. 

- ■ the 
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the daughter of the great Theodofius, and of 
Galla, his fecond wife, had received a royal edu- ■_ r 
cation in the palace of Conftantinople j but the 
eventful ftory of her life is connefted with the re- 
volutions which agitated the Weftern empire un- 
der the reign of her brother Honorius. When 
Rome was firft inverted by the arms of Alaric, 

Placidia, who was then about twenty years of age, 
refided in the city ; and her ready confent to the 
death of her coufin Serena, has a cruel and un- 
grateful appearance, which, according to the cir- 
cumrtances of the aftion, may be aggravated, or 
cxcufed, by the confideration of her tender age 
The viirtorious Barbarians detained, either as a 
hortage or a captive the firter of Honorius ; 
but, while (he was expofcd to the difgrace of fol- 
lowing round Italy the motions of a Gothic camp, 

(he experienced, however, a decent and refpeft- 
ful treatment. The authority of Jornandes, who 
praifes the beauty of Placidia, may perhaps be 
counterbalanced by the filence, the exprcrtivc 
filence, of her flatterers : yet the fplendour oflier 
birth, the bloom of youth, the elegance of man- 
ners, and the dexterous infinuation wiiich flie 
condefcended to employ, made a deep impreflion 
on the mind of Adolphus j and the Gothic king 
afpired to call himfelf the brother of the emperor. 

The minirters of Honorius rejecled with dil'dain 
the propofal of an alliance, fo injurious to every 

’33 Zofim. 1 . V. p. J50. 

»S+ Zofim. 1 . vi. p. 3S3. Orofuis ( 1 . vii. c. 4.0. p. and 

the Chronicles of Maicellinus ami Idalius, feem to I'uppofe, that the 
Coths did not carry away Placidia till after the laft ficjiC of Rome. 

fentiment 
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rentiment of Roman pride j and repeatedly urged 
the reftitution of Placidia, as an indifpenfible 
condition of the treaty of peace. But the daugh- 
ter of Theodofius fubmitted, without reluflance, 
to the defires of the conqueror, a young and va- 
liant prince, who yielded to Alaric in loftinefs of 
ftature, but who excelled in the more attraflive 
qualities of grace and beauty. The marriage of 
Adolphus and Placidia was confummated be- 
fore the Goths retired from Italy ; and the folemn, 
perhaps the anniverfary, day of their nuptials was 
afterwards celebrated in the houfe of Ingenuus, 
one of the moft illuftrious citizens of Narbonne 
in Gaul, The bride, attired and adorned like a 
a Roman emprefs, was placed on a throne of ftate j 
and the king of the Goths, who affiimed, on this 
occafion, the Roman habit, contented himfelf 
with a lefs honourable feat by her fide. The 
nuptial gift, which, according to the cuftom of 
his nation was offered to Placidia, confifted 

' of 

*31 See the piftures of Adolphus and Placidia, and the account 
of their marriage in Jornandes, de Reb. Gcticis, c. 31. p. 654, 655. 

■ With regard to the place where the nuptials were liipulated, or con* 

fumniated, or celebrated, the MSS. of Jomandes vaiy between two 
neighbouring cities, Forli and Imola (Forum Livii and Forum Cor- 
nelii). It is fair and eafy to I’econcile the Gothic hidorian with 
Olympiodorus (fee Mafeou, 1 . viii. c. 46.); but Tillemont grow* 
peevilh, and fwears, that it is not worth while to try to conciliate 
Jomandes with any good authors. 

■ *}6 The Vifigoths (the fubjefts of Adolphus) reftrained, by fub- 

fequent laws, the prodigality of conjugal love. It was illegal for a 
hufband to make any gift or fettltment for the benefit of his wife 
during the firft year of tJietr marriage i and his liberality could not 
at any time exceed the tenth part of his property. The Lombards 
were fomewhat more indulgent : they allowed the mr^ngcap imme- 
diately 
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of the rare and magnificent fpoils of her country. ^ ^ A P. 
Fifty beautiful youths, in filken robes, earned a ■_ f 
bafon in each hand j and one of thefe bafons was 
filled with pieces of gold, the other with precious 
ftones of an ineftimable value. Attalus, fo long 
the fport of fortune, and of the Goths, was ap- 
pointed to lead the chorus of the Hymenteal 
fong ; and the degraded emperor might afpire to 
the praife of a fkilful mufician. The Barbarians 
enjoyed the infolence of their triumph j and the 
provincials rejoiced in this alliance, which tem- 
pered, by the mild influence of love and reafon, 
the fierce fpirit of their Gothic lord 

The hundred bafons of gold and gems, pre- The 
fented to Placidia at her nuptial feaft, formed'an 
inconfiderable portion of the Gothic treafures ; of 
which fome extraordinary fpecimens may be fe- 
lefted from the hiftory of the fucceflbrs of Adol- 
phus. Many curious and coftly ornaments of 
pure gold, enriched with jewels, were found in 
their palace of Narbonne, when it was pillaged, 
in the fixth century, by the Franks ; fixty cups, 
or chalices j fifteen patens, or plates, for the ufe 
of the communion ; twenty boxes, or cafes, to 
hold the books of the gofpels j this confecrated 


diately after the weilding-night ; and this famous gift, the reward of 
▼irginity, might equal the fourth part of the hufband’s fubftance. 
Some cautious maidens, ^indeed, were wife enough to ftipulate be- 
forehand a prefent, which they were too fure of not deferving. See 
Montefquieu, Efprit des Loix, 1 . xix. c. 15, Muratori, delle Anti- 
chita Italiane, tom. i. Differtazion xx. p. Z43. 

*17 We owe the curious detail of this nuptial feaft to the hi^orian 
Olympiodorus, ap. Photiura, p. 185. 188. 

wealth 
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wealth was diftributed by the fon of Clovis 
among the churches of his dominions, and his 
pious liberality feems to upbraid fome former fa- 
crilege of the Goths. They poflcfled, with more 
fecurity of confcience, the famous mijforium, or 
great difh for the fervice of the table, of mafly 
oold, of the weight of five hundred pounds, and 
of far fuperior value, from the precious ftones, 
the cxc^uifite workmanfhip, and the tradition, 
that it had been prcfented by Mtim the patrician, 
to Torifmond king of the Goths. One of the 
fucceffors of Torifmond purchafed the aid of the 
French monarch by the promife of this magnifi- 
cent gift. When he was feated on the throne of 
Spain, he delivered it with reluftance to the am- 
baffadors of Dagobert j defpoiled them on the 
road; ftipulated, after a long negociation, the 
inadequate ranfom of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold ; and preferved the miprium, as 
the pride of the Gothic treafury When that 
treafury, after the conqueft of Spain, was plun- 
dered by the Arabs, they admired, and they 

uS See in the great colUaion of tlie hiftorians of France by Dorn. 
Bouquet, tom. ii. Greg. Turonenf. 1 . iii. c. lo. p. 19.. Gefta 
Regum Fraheorum, c. 23. p. 557 - '■f'i'e anonymous writer, with 

an ignorance worthy of his times, fuppofes that thefe mitruments of 
Chriftian wordiip had belonged to the temple of Solomon. If he 
has any meaning, it muft be, that they were found in the facie of 

Rome. , 

159 Confult the following original teftimonies in the Hiftorians of 
France, tom. ii. Fredegarii Scholaftici Chron. c. 73 . p. 44«* 
Fredegar. Fragment, iii. p. 4.53. Gefta Regis D.agobert. c. 29. 

,87. The acceflion of Sifs.iand to the throne of Spain happened 
A. D.*631- The 200,000 pieces of gold were appropriated by Da- 
go'bertto the foundation of the church of St. Denys. 

* . have 
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have celebrated, another objeft ftill more re- 
markable j a table of confiderable fize, of one w- 
fingle piece of folid emerald encircled with 
three rows of fine pearls, fupported by three hun- 
dred and fixty-five feet of gems and malTy 
gold, and eftimated at the price of five hun- 
dred thoufand pieces of gold Some por- 
tion of the Gothic treafures might be the gift 
of fricndlhip, or the tribute of obedience: but 
the far greater part had been the fruits of war and 
rapine, the fpoils of the empire, and perhaps of 
Rome. 

After the deliverance of Italy from the oppref- Laws for 
iion of the Goths, fome fecret counfellor was per- of Italy 
mitted, amidft the faftions of the palace, to heal 
the wounds of thatafflifted country ***. By a wife 4 »“— 4>7* 
and humane regulation, the eight provinces 
which had been the moft deeply injured, Cam- 
pania, Tufcany, Picenum, Samnium, Apulia, 


The prefident Goguet (Originedes Loix, Sec. tom. ii.p. 139.) 
is of opinion, that the ftupendous pieces of emerald, the ftatues and 
columns, which antiquity has placed in Egypt, at Gades, at Con- 
ftantinople, were in reality artificial compofitions of coloured glafs. 
The famous emerald difh, which is fheWn at Genoa, is fuppofed to 
countenance the rufpicioD. 

*41 Elmacin. Hift. Saracenica, 1 . i. p. 85. Roderic. Tolet. Hid. 
Arab. c. '9. Cardonne, Hift. de I’Afrique et de I'Etpagne fous Ics 
Arabes, tom. i. p. 83. It was called the Table of Solomon, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the Orientals, who aferibe to that prince 
every ancient work of knowledge or magnificence. 

' 4 * His three laws are inferted in the Theodofian Code, 1 , xi. tit. 
Xxviii. leg. 7. ."L. xiii. tit. xi. leg. 12. L. xv. tit. xiv. leg. 14. 
The exprefiions of the laft are very remarkable ; fince they contain 
not only a pardon, but an apology. 

VoL. V. Z Calabria, 
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CHAP. Calabria, Bruttium, and Lucania, obtained an 

XXXI. * ' 

^-^ -1 indulgence of five years: the ordinary tribute 
was reduced to one fifth, and even that fifth wa* 
deftined to reftore, and fupport the ufeful inftitu- 
tion of the public polls. By another law, the 
lands, which had been left without inhabitants or 
, cultivation, were granted, with fome diminution 
of taxes, to the neighbours who Ihould occupy, 
or the ftrangers who (hould folicit them j and the 
new pofleflbrs were fecured againft the future 
claims of the fugitive proprietors. About the 
' fame time, a general amnefty was publifhed in the 

name of Honorius, to abolifh the guilt and me- 
mory of all the involuntary offences, which had 
been committed by his unhappy fubjeds, during 
the term of the public diforder and calamity. 
A decent and refpedlful attention was paid to the 
reftoration of the capital j the citizens were en- 
couraged to rebuild the edifices which had been 
deftroyed or damaged by hoftile fire ; and extra- 
ordinary fupplies of corn were imported from the 
coafl of Africa. The crowds that fo lately 
fled before the fword of the Barbarians, were foon 
’ recalled by the hopes of plenty and pleafure j and 
Albinus, praefcdl of Rome, informed the court, 
with fome anxiety and furprife ; that, in a Angle 
day, he had taken an account of the arrival of 
fourteen thoufand ftrangers In lefs 'than 

• +? Olympiodorus ap. Phot. p. 18S. Philoftorgius ( 1 . xii. c. 5.) 
obl'ervcs, tliat when Honorius made Ills triumphal entry, he en- 
couraged the Romans, with his hand anil voice jtit >'X.>rTii), 
to rebuild their city ; and the Chroniclc of Profper commends Hcra- 
clian, <jui in Romana; urbis reparationcm lUenuuni exhibuerat mi- 
nifteriuin. 

feven 
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feveh yearsj the veftiges of the Gothic invafion 
were almoft obliterated j and the city appeared to 
i’cfume its former fplendour and tranquillity. The 
venerable matron replaced her crown of laurel, 
which had been ruffled by the ftormsof war ; and 
was ftill amufed, in the laft moment of her decay, 
with the prophecies of revenge, of viftory, and 
of eternal dominion 

This apparent tranquillity was foon difturbed 
by the approach of an hoftile armament from the 
country which afforded the daily fubliftence of the 
Roman people, Heraclian, count of Africa, 
who, under the moft difficult and diftrefsful cir- 
cumftances, had fupported, with aftive loyalty, 
the caufe of Honorius, was tempted, in the year 
of his confullhip, to affume the charafter of a re- 
bel, and the title of emperor. The ports of Africa 
were immediately filled with the naval forces, at 
the head of which he prepared to invade Italy: 
and his fleet, when it cafl: anchor at the mouth of 
the Tyber, indeed furpaffed the fleets of Xerxes 
and Alexander, if a// the veffels, including the 
royal galley, and the fmalleft boat, did adually 
amount to the incredible number of three thou- 

» r 

> 4 - 4 - The date of the voyage of Claudius Rutilius Numatianus, is 
clogged with fome difficulties , but Scaliger has deduced from aftro- 
nomical charaflers, that he left Rome the 14th of September, and 
embarked at Porto the 9th of Oftober, A. D. 416. See Tiilcmont, 
Hift. des Erapereurs, tom* v. p. 8ao. In this poetical Itinerary, 
Rutilius ( 1 . i. 1 15, &c.) addreffes Rome in a high drain of congra- 
tulation : .V, 

‘ ErigexrInaleS lauros, feniumque faaati 

Vcrticis In viiiJes Roma recinge comas, &e. 

Z 2 find 
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^xxxi^ fand two hundred***. Yet with fuch an arma- 
>1 — .y ^ ment, which might have fubverted, or reftored, 
the greateft empires of the earth, the African 
ufurper made a very faint and feeble impreflion 
on the provinces of his rival. As he marched 
from the port, along the road which leads to the 
gates of Rome, he was encountered, terrified, 
and routed, by one of the Imperial captains ; and 
the lord of this mighty hoft> deferring his for- 
tune and his friends, ignominioufiy fled with a 
Angle fhip When Heraclian landed in the 
harbour of Carthage, he found that the whole 
province, difdaining fuch an unworthy ruler, had 
returned to their allegiance. The rebel was be- 
headed in the ancient temple of Memory j his 
confulfliip was abolifhed **^ ; and the remains of 
his private fortune, not exceeding the moderate 
• fum of four thoufand pounds of gold, were 
granted to the brave Conftantius, who had already 
defended the throne, which he afterwards ftiared 
with his feeble fovereign., Honorius viewed, 
with fupine indifference, the calamities of Rome 

Orofius compofed hl$ hiftory in Africa, only two years after 
the event ; yet his authority feems to be overbalanced by the im- 
probability of the faft. The Chronicle of Marcellinus gives Hera- 
clian 700 Ihips, and 3000 men; the latter of thefe numbers 'is ridi- 
. . 'Culoufly corrupt ; but the former would pleafe me very much. 

The Chronicle of Idatius affirms, without the leatt appearance 
of truth, that he advanced at far as Otriculum, in Umbria, where He 
was overthrown in a great battle, with the lofs of fifty thoufand 
men. 7 

' >47 See Cod. Theod. 1. xv. tit. xiv. leg. 13. The leg^la£fs per- 

formed in his name, even the manuraiffion of flare*, were declared 
invalid, till they had been fonoaily repeated. 
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nd Italy but the rebelliotis attempts of At- 
talus and Heraclian, againft- his perfonal fafety, v— 
awakened, for a moment, the torpid inftinft of 
his nature. He was probably ignorant of the 
caufes and events which preferved him from thefe 
impending dangers; and as Italy was no longer 
invaded by any foreign or domeftic enemies, he 
peaceably exifted in the palace of Ravenna, whil©, 
the tyrants beyond the Alps were repeatedly van- 
quilhed in the name, and by the lieutenants, of 
thefon ofTheodofius In the courfe of a bufy 
and interefting narrative, I might poflibly forget . . 
to mention the death of fuch a prince : and I lhall 
therefore take the precaution of obferving, in 
this place, that he furvived the lafl: fiege ofRome 
about thirteen years. 

The ufurpation of Conftantin6, who received Revolu- 
the purple from the legions of Britain, had been Gaul and 
fuccefsful; and feemed to be fccure. His title ^^"0, 
was acknowledged, from the wall of Antoninus 4<>9’-4«i» 

to the columns of Hercules ; and, in the midft 

* 

• 4 * I have dlfdainedto mention a veryfoolifli, and probably a falfe 
report (Procop. de Bell. Vandal. 1 . i. c. a.), that Honorius was 
alarmed by the hfi of Rome, till he underftood that it was not a fa* ‘ , 
vourite chicken of that name, but only the capital of the world, whiclft 
had been loft. Yet even this ftory is fome evidence of the public 
'opinion. 

>49 The materials for the lives of all thefe tyrants are taken from 
fix contemporary hiftorians, two Latins, and four Greeks : OroCus, ' 

1 . vii. c. 4>. p. 581, 582, 583.} Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus, 
apud Gregor. Turon. 1 . ii. c. 9. in the hiftorians of France, tom. ii, 
p. 165, 166. Zofimus, 1 . vi. p. 370, 371. Olympiodorus, apud 
Phot. p. 180, 181. 184, 185. Sozomen, 1 . ix. c. 12, 13, 14, 15.} 
and Philoftorgiiis, 1 . xii. c. 5, 6., with Godefroy’s Differtations, 
p. 477 — 481. ; befides the four Chronicles of Profper Tyro, Profper 
of Aquitain, Idatius, and Marcellinus. 

Z 3 .of 
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of the public diforder, be fhared the dominion, 
and the plunder, of Gaul and Spain, with the 
tribes of Barbarians, whofe deftrudUve progrcfs 
was no longer checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees. 
Stained withithe blood of the kinfmen of Hono- 
rius, he extorted, from the court of Ravenna, 
with which he fecretly correfponded, the ratifica- 
tion of his rebellious claims. Conftantine en- 
gaged himfelf, by a folemn promife, to deliver 
Italy from the Goths ; advanced as far as the 
banks of the Po ; and after alarming, rather than 
afiifting, his pufillaniinous ally, hafiily returned tO( 
the palace of Arles, to celebrate, with intemperate 
luxury, his vain and oftentatious triumph. But 
this tranfient profperity was foon interrupted and 
diftroyed by the revolt of count Gerontius, the 
braveft of his generals j who, during the abfence 
of, his fon Conftans, a prince already inverted 
■with; the Imperial purple, had been left to com- 
mand in the provinces of Spain. For fome rea- 
fon, of which -we are ignorant, Gerontius, inrtead 
•ofafluming the diadem, placed it on the head of 
his 'friend Maximus, who fixed his refidence at 
Xar/agona, while the aflive count prefled. fort 
^rds, through the Pyrenees, to furprife the two 
erhperors, Conftantine and Conftans, before they 
'cpukl prepare for their defence. The fon was 
made prifoner at Vienna, and immediately put to 
death i and the unfortunate youth had fcarcely 
leifure to deplpre the elevation of his family; 
which had tempted, or compelled him, facrile- 
gioufly to defert the peaceful obfeurity of the mo- 
paftic life. The father maintained a fiege within 

the' 
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the walls of Arles ; but thofe walls muft have chap.' 
yielded to the aflailants, had not the city been s . 
unexpedledly relieved by the approach of an Ita- 
lian army. The name of Honorius, the procla- 
mation of a lawful emperor, aftonifhed the con- 
tending parties of the rebels. Gcrontius, aban- 
doned by his own troops, efcaped to the confines • 
of Spain j and refcued his name from oblivion, 
by. the Roman courage which appeared to ani- 
mate the laft moments of his life. In the middle 
of the night, a great body of his perfidious fol- . ' . 

diets furrounded, and attacked his houfe, which 
he had ftrongly barricaded. His wife, a valiant 
friend of the nation of the Alani, and fome faith- 
ful flaves, were ftill attached to his perfonj and 
he ufed, with fo much fkill and refolution, a 
large magazine of darts and arrows, that above 
three hundred of the aflailants loft their lives in . 
the attempt. His flaves, when all the miffile 
weapons were fpent, fled at the dawn of days 
and Gerontius, if he had not been reflrained by 
conjugal tenderncfs, might have imitated their 
example j till the foldiers, provoked by fuch ob- 
ftinate refiftance, applied fire on all fides to the 
houfe. In this fatal extremity, he complied with 
the requeft of his Barbarian friend, and cut off 
his head. The wife of Gcrontiusi who conjured 
him not to abandon her to a life of mifery and 
difgrace," eagerly prefented her neck to his fword ; 
and the tragic feene was terminated by the death 
of the count himfelf, who, after three inefie£lual 
flrokes, drew a Ihort dagger, and Iheathed it in 

? + his ' 
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his heart The unprotefted Maximus, whorn 
he had invefted with the purple, was indebted 
for his life to the contempt that was entertained 
of his power and. abilities. The caprice of the 
Barbarians, who ravaged Spain, once more feated 
this Irnperial phantom on the throne ; but they 
foon refigned him to the juftice of Honorius j and 
the tyrant Maximus, after he had been (hewn to 
the people of Ravenna and Rome, was publicly 
executed. 

The general, Conftantius was his name, who 
raifed by his approach the fiege of Arles, and 
diflipated the troops of Gerontius, was born a 
Roman : and this remarkable diftinftion is 

ftrongly exprefTive of the decay of military fpirit 
among the fubjefts of the empire. The ftrengtii 
and majefty which were confpicuous in the per- 
fon of that general *’*, marked him, in the po- 
pular opinion, as a candidate worthy of the throne, 
■which he afterwards afeended. In the familiar 
intercourfe of private life, his manners were 
cheerful and engaging : nor would he fometimes 
difdain, in the licence of convivial mirth, to vie 

The praifes which Sozomen has bellowed on' this ail of de- 
fpair, appear llrange and fcandalous in the mouth of an ecclefiaftical 
hiflorian. He obferves (p. 379.), that the wife of Gerontius was a 
Ctriftlan 5 and that her death was worthy of her religion, and of 
ijnmortal fame. 

•s* Eifcc alim is the exprellion of Olympiodorus, which 
he feems to have borrowed from a tragedy of Euripides, of 

which feme fragments only are now extant (Euripid. Barnes, tom. ii. 
p. 4+3. ver. 38.). .This allufion may prove, that the ancient tragie 
poets were Hill familiar to the Greeks of the fifth century. 

•Vi’ith 
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with the pantomimes themfelves, in the exercifcs 
pf their ridiculous profeflion. But when the 
trumpet fummoncd him to arms ; when he 
mounted his horfe, and, bending down (for fuch 
was his Angular prailice) almoft upon the neck, 
fiercely rolled his large animated eyes round the 
field, Conftantius then ftruck terror into his foes, 
and infpircd his foldiers with the afiurance of 
vidlory. He had received from the court of Ra- 
venna the important commiffion of extirpating 
rebellion in the provinces of the Weft j and the 
pretended emperor Conftantine, after enjoying a 
Ihort and anxious refpite, was again befieged in 
his Capital by the arms of a more formidable 
pnemy. Yet this interval allowed time for a ^ 
fuccefsful negociation with the Franks and Ale- 
manni j and his ambaflador, Edobic, foon re- 
turned, at the head of an army, to difturb the 
operations of the fiege of Arles. The Roman 
general, inflead of expeCling the attack in his 
lines, boldly, and perhaps wifely, refolved to pafs 
the Rhone, and to meet the Barbarians. His 
meafures were condudled with fo’ much fkill and 
fecrecy, that, while they engaged the infantry of 
Conftantius in the front, they were fuddenly at- 
tacked, furrounded, and deftroyed by the cavalry i 
of his lieutenant Ulphilas, who had filently ' 
gained an advantageous poft in their rear. The 
remains of the army of Edobic were preferved by • 
flight or fubmiffion, and their leader efcaped from ' 
the field of battle to the houfe of a faithlefs friend; 
p’ho too clearly underftood, that the head of his' 

obnoxioni 
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A^P. obnoxious gueft would be an acceptable and lu- 
crative prefent for the Imperial general. On this 
occafion, Conftantius behaved with the magna- 
nimity of a genuine Roman. Subduing, or fup- 
preffing, every fentiment of jealoufy, he publicly 
acknowledged the merit and fervices of Ulphilas : 
but he turned with horror from the aflaflln of 
Edobic j and fternly intimated his commands, 
that the camp fhould no longer be polluted by 
the prefence of an ungrateful wretch, who had 
violated the laws of friehdfliip and hofpitality. 
The ufurper, who beheld, from the walls of Arles, 
the ruin of his laft hopes, was tempted to place 
fome confidence in fo generous a conqueror. He 
required a folemn promife for his fecurityj and 
after receiving, by the irnpofition of hands, the 
facred charafter of a Chriftian Prefbyter, he ven- 
tured to open the gates of the city. But he foon 
experienced, that the principles of honour and 
integrity, which .might ^regulate’ the ordinary 
condudt of Conllantius, were fuperfeded by the 
loofe doftrines of political morality. The !l^- 
man general, indeed, refufed to fully his laurels 
with the blood of Qqnftantine ; but the abdicated 
emperor, ^and, his fon Julian, were fent under a 
, ftrong guard into Italy ■, and before they reached 
the palace of Ravenna, they met the minifters of 
death. 

Fail of the ' At a time when it was^univerfally confefled, 
jov'imis’ almoft every man in the empire was fuperior 
jsfbaitian, jn pcrfonal merit to the princes whom the acci- 

andAtu- ‘ * 

lus, dent of their birth pad fcated on the throne, a 

‘ • rapid 
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rapid fuccelTion of ufurpers, regardlefs of the fate ^ 
of their predeceuors, ftill continued to arife. 
This mifchief was peculiarly felt in the provinces 
of Spain and Gaul, where the principles of order 
and obedience had been extinguilhed by war and 
rebellion. Before Conftantine refigned the pjjr- 
ple, and in the fourth month of the fiege of Arles, 
intelligence was received in the Imperial camp, 
that Jovinus had alTumed the diadem at Mentz, 
in the Upper Germany, at the inftigation of 
Goar, king of the Alani, and of , Guntiarius, 
king of the Burgundians j and that the candidate, 
on whom they had bellowed the empire, ad- 
vanced, with 'a formidable hoft of Barbarians, . 
from the banks of the Rhine to thofe of the 


Rhone. Every circumftance is dark and extraor- . 

dinary in the Ihort hiftory of the reign of Jovinus,’ 

' It was natural to expedl, that a brave and Ikilful 

general, at the head of a vidorious army, would 

have afferted, in a field of battle, the juftice of 

the caufe of Honorius. The hafty- retreat of 

Conftantius might be jultified^ by weighty rea- 

fpns; but he riefigned, without a ftruggle, the 

pofleffionpf Gaul : and Dardanus, the Prstoriait • 

prajfeft, rs irecorded as the only magiftrate, who 

reftifed to yield obedience to the ufurper 

< ^ 

SiJonius Apollinaris (!•. v. epift. 9. p. 139. and Not. Sir- 
mond. p. 58. )» afttr ftigmatiling the incorjiancj of Conftantine, the 
faiility of Jovinus, the ferfidy of Gerontius, continues to obferve, 
that «// the vlccj of thcfe tyrants were united in the perfon of Daf- 
danus. Yet the pra;fe£l fupported a refpeftable charafler in the 
world, and even in the church } held a devout corrcfpondence with 
St. Augtiftin and St. Jerotn ; and was complimented by the latter 
•(tom. iii. p. 66.) with the epithets of Chl'iftianorum Nobiliflime, 
and Nobiliura ChriftianilTnne. 

When 
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^xxxi^’ Goths, two years after the fiege of 

Rome, eftabliflied their quarters in Gaul, it was 
natural to fuppofe that their inclinations could be 
divided only between the emperor Honorius, 
with whom they had formed a recent alliance, 
and the degraded Attains, whom they referved 
in their camp for the occafional purpofe of adting 
the part of a mufician or a monarch. Yet in a 
moment of difguft (for which it is not eafy to af- 
fign a caufe, or a date), Adolphus conneded 
himfelf with the ufurper of Gaul j and impofed 
on Attains the ignominious talk of negociating 
the treaty, which ratified his own difgrace. We 
are again furprifed to read, that, inllead of con- 
lidering the Gothic alliance as the firmeft fupport 
of his throne, Jovinus upbraided, in dark and 
ambiguous language, the officious importunity 
of Attains } that, fcorning the advice of his great 
ally, he invefted with the purple his brother Se- 
baftian j and that he moft imprudently accepted 
^ the fervice of Sarus, when that gallant chief, the . 
foldier of Honorius, was provoked to defert the 
court of a prince,' who knew not how to reward, 
orpunifh. Adolphus, educated among a race of 
, " warriors, who efteemed the duty of cevenge as 
the mofl: precious and facred portion of their in- 
heritance, advanced with a body of ten tho'ufand' 
Goths to encounter the hereditary enemy of the 
houfe of Balti. He attacked Sarus at an un- » 
guarded moment, when he was accompanied only 
by eighteen or twenty of his valiant followers, 
ynited by friendfhip, animated by dcfpair, but 
. ' - at 
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at length opprcfled by multitudes, this band of 
heroes defervcd the efteem, without exciting the j 

companion, of their enemies ; and the lion was 
no fooner taken in the toils than he was in- 
ftantly difpatched. The death of Sarus diflblved 
the loofe alliance which Adolphus dill maintained 
with the ufurpers of Gaul. He again liftened to 
the didlates of love and prudence ; and foon fa- 
tisfied the brother of Placidia, by the aflurance 
that he would immediately tranfmit, to the pa- 
lace of Ravenna, the heads of the two tyrants, 

Jovinus and Sebaftian. The king of the Goths 
executed his promife without difficulty or delay : 
the helplefs brothers," unfupported by any per- 
fonal merit, were abandoned by their Barbariaa 
auxiliaries; and the Ihort oppofition ofValentia 
was expiated by the ruin of one of the nobleft 
cities of Gaul. The emperor, chofen by the 
Roman fen ate, who had been promoted, de- 
graded, infulted, reftored, again degraded, and 
again infulted, was finally abandoned to his fate : 
but when the Gothic king withdrew his protec- 
tion, he was reftrained, by pity or contempt, 
from offering any violence to the perfon of At- 
tains. The unfortunate Attains, who was left 
without fubjedts or allies, embarked in one of the 
ports of Spain, in fearch of fome fecure and fo- 

^S1 The expreflion may be underfltood almofl literally ; OljTnpi- 
odoi'us fay. ra»nnt i^ai;fuar. Zaxxtt (or «»:t) may Cgnify a 
Cick, or a loofe garment i and this method of entangling and catch- 
ing an enemy, laciniis contortis, was much praflifed by the Huns 
(Ammian. xxxi^a.)- H fut pris vif avec des filets; is the tranl- 
iation of Tillcinont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p.6o3. 

litary 
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c H AP. litary retreat : but he was intercepted at fea, cori-t 
^ ducted to the prefence of Honorius, led in tri- 

umph through the ftreets of Rome or Ravenna'^ 
and publicly expofed to the gazing multitude* 
on the fecond ftcp of the throne of his invincible 
conqueror. The fame meafure of punifhment* 
with which, in the days of his profperity, he was 
accufed of menacing his rival, was inflifted on 
Attains himfelf : he was condemned, after the 
amputation of two fingers, to a perpetual exile 
in the ifle of Lipari, where he was fupplied with 
the decent neceflaries of life. The remainder of 
the reign of Honorius was undifturbed by rebel- 
lion ; and it may be obferved, that, in the fpace 
of five years, feven ufurpers had yielded to the 
fortune of a prince, who was himfelf incapable 
either of counfel or of aftion. 
invafionof The fituation of Spain, feparated, on all fides, 
the 'suevJ cnemics of Rome, by the fea, by the 

Vandals, mountains, and by intermediate provinces, had 
A.D.Vo 9 i fecured the long tranquillity of that remote and 
Oft- 13 - fequeftercd country j and we may obferve, as a 
fure fymptom of domeftic happinefs, that, in a 
. period of four hundred years, Spain furnilhed 
very few materials to the hiftory of the Roman 
empire. The footfteps of. the Barbarians, who, 
in the reign of Gallienus, had penetrated beyond 
the Pyrenees, were foon obliterated by the return 
of peace j and in the fourth century of the Chrif- 
tian aera, the cities of Emerita or Merida, of 
Corduba, Seville, Bracara, and Tarragona, were 
numbered with the moft illuftrious of the Roman 
5 world. 
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world. The various plenty of the animal, the 
vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms, was im- 
proved and manufadured by the fkill of an in- 
duftrious people ; and the peculiar advantages of 
naval ftores contributed to fupport an extenfive 
and profitable trade '**. The arts and fciences 
flouriflied under the protedion of the emperors ; 
and if the charader of the Spaniards was enfee- 
bled by peace and fervitude, the hoftile approach 
of the Germans, who had fpread terror and de- 
folation from the Rhine to the Pyrenees, feemed 
to rekindle fome fparks of military ardour. As 
long as the defence of the mountains was en- 
trufted to the hardy and faithful militia of the 
country, they fuccefsfully repelled the frequent 
attempts of the Barbarians. But no fooner had 
the national troops been compelled to refign their 
poft to the Honorian bands, in the fervice of 
Conftantine j than the gates of Spain were trea- 
cheroufly betrayed to the public enemy, about 
ten months before the fack of Rome by the 
Goths The confeioufnefs of guilt, and the 


•s* Withoirt recurring to the more ancient writers, I fhall quote 
three refpeftable teftimonies which belong to the fourth and feventb 
centuries; the Expofitio totius Mundi (p. i6. in the third vokime 
of Hudfon’s Minor Geographers), Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, 
p. 24a. edit. Toll.), and liidore of Seville (Praifat. ad Chron. ap. 
Grotium, -Hill. Goth. p. 707.), Many particulars relative to t^ 
fertility and trade of Spain, may be found in Nonnius, Hifpania 
{Iluftrata, and in Huet, Hill, du Commerce dcs Anciens, c. 40’! 
p. 228—134. , 

The date is accurately fixed in the Falli, and the Chronicle of 
Idatius. Orofius, (I. vli. c.40. p. 578.) imputes the lofs of Spain 
to the treachery of the Honoiians; while Sozomen ( 1 . ix. c. 12.) 
accufes only their negligence, 

thirft 


Digitized by Google 



35* the decline AND EALL 

*"xxxi^* thirft of rapine, prompted the mercenary guardi 
u— V— of the Pyrenees to defert their ftation j to invittf 
the arms of the Suevi, the Vandals, and the 
Alani ; and to fwell the torrent which was poured 
with irrefiftible violence from the frontiers of 
Gaul to the Tea of Africa. The misfortunes of 
Spain may be defcribed in the language of its 
moft eloquent hiftorian, who has concifely ex- 
prefled the paflionate, and perhaps exaggerated^ 
declamations of contemporary writers‘*\ The' 
** irruption of thefc nations was followed by the 
** moft dreadful calamities: as the Barbarians 
** exercifed their indifcriminate cruelty on the 
“ fortunes of the Romans and the Spaniards j 
** and ravaged with equal fury the cities and the 
** open country. The progrefs of famine rc- 
** duced the miferable inhabitants to feed on the 
“ flelli of their fellow-creatures j and even the 
wild beafts, who multiplied, without controul, 
** in the defert, were exafperated, by the tafte 
** of blood, and the impatience of hunger, boldly 
“ to attack and devour their human prey. Pef- 
tilence foon appeared, the infeparable compa- 
** nion of famine ; a large proportion of the pco- 
“ pie was fwept away j and the groans of the 
** dying excited only the envy of their furviving 
friends. At length the Barbarians, fatiated 
•* with carnage and rapine, and afflidled’by the 
“ contagious evils which they themfelves had 
‘‘ introduced, fixed their permanent feats in the 

IJatius wilhet to apply the Prophecies of Daniel to thefe na- 
tional calamities ; and is therefore obliged to accommodate the cir^ 
cumAances of the event to the terms of th» prediif ion. 

(t 
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“ depopulated country. The ancient Gallicia, 

“ whofc limits included the kingdom of Old > j 
Caftille, was divided between the Suevi and 
** the Vandals ; the Alani were fcattered over 
the provinces of Carthagena and Lufitania, 
from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic Ocean; 
and the fruitful territory of Boctica was allotted 
to the Silingi, another branch of the Vandalic 
nation. After regulating this partition, the 
** conquerors contra(5ted with their new fubjcdls 
fome reciprocal engagements of protedion and 
obedience: the lands w'ere ag:rtn cultivated; 
and the towns and villages were again oc- 
“ cupied by a captive people. The greateft 
“ part of the Spaniards was even difpofed to 
“ prefer this new condition of poverty and bar- 
barifm, to the fevere opprefllons of the Roman 
government : yet there w'ere many who ftill ' 

“ aflerted their native freedom 5 and who refufed, 
more efpecially in the mountains of Gallicia, 
to fubpnit to the Barbarian yoke 

The important prefent of the heads of Jovinus Adolphus, 
and Sebaftian, had approved the friendlhip of 
Adolphus, and reftored Gaul to the obedience of nwrches 
his brother Honorius. Peace was incompatible 
with the lituation and temper of the king of the 
Goths. He readily accepted the propofal of turn- ’ 
ing his viftorious arms againft the Barbarians of 

»57 Mariana de Rebus Hifpanicls, 1 . v. c. i. tom. i. p. 148. 

Hag. Comit. 1733. He had read, in Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 41. 
p. 579.), that the Barbarians had turned their fwords into ploiigh- 
ihares ; and that many of the Provincials preferred, inter Barbaroj 
pauperem libertatem quam inter Romanos tributariam folicitudinem 
fuftinere. 

VoL.V. A a Spain; 
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CHAP. Spain : the troops of Conftantius intercepted his 
^ . communication with the fca-ports of Gaul, and 

gently prefled his march towards the Pyrenees*’*: 
he paired the mountains, and furprifed, in the 
name of the emperor, the city of Barcelona. Tlie 
fondnefs of Adolphus for his Roman bride, was 
not abated by time or pofleffion j and the birth 
of a fon, furnamed, from his illuftrious grand- 
firc, Theodofius, appeared to fix him for ever in 
the intereft of the republic. The lofs of that in- 
fant, whofe remains were depofited in a filver 
coffin in one df the churches near Barcelona, af- 
flided his parents but the grief of the Gothic 
king was fufpended by the labours of the field j 
and the courfe of his vidories was foon inter- 
rupted by domeftic treafon. He had imprudently 
received into his fervice one of the followers of 
Sams ; a Barbarian of a daring fpirit, but of a 
diminutive ftaturej whofe fecret dcfire of reveng- 
ing the deqth of his beloved patron, was conti- 
nually irritated by the farcafms of hi^ infolent 
Hi* death, maftcr. Adolphus was affaffinated in the palace 
of Barcelona i the laws of the fucceffion were vio- 
lated by a tumultuous fadion *” j and a ftranger 
to the royal race, Singeric, the brother of Sarus 
himfelf, was feated on the Gothic throne. The 

This mixture of force ami perfuafion may be fairly inferred 
from comparing Orofius and JornanJes, the Roman and the Gothic 
hiftorlan. 

' '59 According to the fyftem of Jornandcs (c. 33 . p. 659 .), the 

true hereditary right to the Gothic I'ceptre was verted in the Amali ; 
but thofe princes, who were the vaflals of the Huns, commanded 
the tribes of the Oftrogoths in forae diftant parts of Germany or 
Scythia. 

I firft 
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firft a£l of his reign was the inKuman murder of 
the fix children of Adolphus, the ilTue of a for- 
mer marriage, whom he tore, without pity, from 
the feeble arms of a venerable bilhop The 
unfortunate Placidia, inftead of the refpedtful 
companion, which (he might have excited in the 
moft favage breafts, was treated with cruel and 
wanton infult. The daughter of the emperor 
Theodofius, confounded among a crowd of vul- 
gar captives, was compelled to march on foot 
above twelve miles, before the horfe of a Bar- 
barian, the afifafiin of an hufband whom Placidia 
loved' and lamented 

- But Placidia foon obtained the pleafure of re- TheGoths 
venge; and the view of her ignominious fufrer- andreftore 
ings might roufe an indignant people againft the 
tyrant, who was aflaflinated on the fijventh day of 4i5-4iS* 
his ufurpation. After the death of Singeric, the 
free choice of the nation bellowed the Gothic 
feeptre onWallia; whofe warlike and ambitious 
temper appeared, in the beginning of his reign,, 
extremely hoftile to the republic. He marched, 
in arms, from Barcelona to the Ihores of the At- 
lantic Ocean, which the ancients revered and 
dreaded as the boundary of the world. But 
when he reached the Southern promontory of 


160 The murder is related by Olympiodorus j but the number of 
the children is taken from an epitaph of fufpefled authority. 

The death of Adolphus was celebrated at Conlbntinople with 
illuminations and Circenfian games. (See Chrun. Alexandtin.) 
It may feem doubtful, whether the Greeks were afiuatcd, on this 
cccafion, by their hatred of the Barbarians, or of the Latins. 

• . A a 2 Spai.n, 
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Spain and, from the rock now covered by thd 
C--V-W fortrefs of Gibraltar, contemplated the neigh- 
bouring and fertile coaft of Africa, Wallia re^^ 
fumed the defigns of conqueft, which had been 
• interrupted by the death of Alaric. The winds - 
and waves again difappointed the enterprife of the 
Goths; and the minds of a fuperftitious people 
were deeply affeded by the repeated difafters of 
ftorms and fhipwrecks. In this difpofition, the 
fuceeflbr of Adolphus no longer refufed to liften 
to a Roman ambaflador, whofe propofals were 
, enforced by the real, or fuppofed, approach of a 
numerous army, under the condud of the brave 
Conftantius. A fblemn treaty was ftipulated and 
obferved : Placidia was honourably reftored to 
her brother; fix hundred thoufand meafures of 
wheat were delivered to the hungry Goths 
and Wallia engaged to draw his fword in the 
fervice of the empire. A bloody war was in- 
ftantly excited among the Barbarians of Spain j 
and the contending princes are faid to have ad- 
drefled their letters, their ambafifadors, and their 
hoftages, to the throne of the Weftern emperor, 
exhorting him to remain a tranquil fpedator of 
their conteft; the events of which muft be favour- 
able to the Romans, by the mutual fiaughter of 

Quod ’tariijj^acU avus hujus Vallia tern's 
Vandalicas turmas, et jurnSli Maitis Alanos 
Slj-avit, ct occiduam texei'e cadavera Calfett. 

Sidon. Apollinar. in Panegyr. Anthem. 363. 
p. 300. edit, Siimond. 

This fupply was very acceptable! the Goths were infulttd 
by the Vandals of Spain with the epithet of TruU, becaufe, in their 
extreme diftrefs, they had given a piece of gold for a trula, or about 
half a pound of flour. Olympiod. apud Phot. p. 189. 

their 
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their common enemies The Spanifli war was 
obftinately fupported, during three campaigns, 
with defperate valour, and various fuccefs ; and 
the martial atchievements of Wallia diffufed 
through the empire the fuperior renown of the 
Gothic hero. He exterminated the Siiingi, who 
had irretrievably ruined the elegant plenty of the 
province of Boetica. He flew, in battle, the 
king of the Alani j and the remains of thofe Scy- 
thian wanderers, who efcaped from the field, in- 
ftead of chufing a new leader, humbly fought a 
refuge under the ftandard of the Vandals, with 
whom they were ever afterwards confounded. 
The Vandals themfelves, and the Suevi, yielded 
to the efforts of the invincible Goths. The pro- 
mifeuous multitude of Barbarians, whofe retreat 
had been intercepted, were driven into the moun- 
tains of Gallicia ; where they ftill continued, irj 
a narrow compafs, and on a barren foil, to exer- 
cife their domeftic and implacable hoflilities. In 
the pride of victory, Wallia was faithful to his 
engagements : he reftored his Spanifh conquefts 
to the obedience of Honorius j and the tyranny 
of the Imperial officers foon reduced an opprcflled 
people to regret the time of their Barbarian fer- 
vitude. While the event of the war was ftill 
doubtful, the firft advantages obtained by the 

>64 Orofius inferts a copy of thefe pretended letters. Tu'euin 
omnibus pacem habe, omniumque oblides accipo ; nos nobis conili- 
gimus, nobis perimus, tibi vincimus; immortalis vero quseftus erat 
Reipubliae tuae, fi utrique pereamus. Thf idea is juft ; but I can- 
not perfuade myfelf that it was entertained, Qf exprefled, by the 
Barbarians. 

, A a 3 ’arms 
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of Wallia, had encouraged the court of Ra- 
c — y— .y venna to decree the honours of a triumph to their 
feeble fovereign. He, entered Rome like the an- 
cient conquerors of nations ; and if the monu- 
ments of fervile corruption had not long fince met 
with the fate which they defcrved, we fhould pro- 
bably find that a crowd of poets, and orators, of 
magiftrates, and bifhops, applauded the fortune, 
the wifdom, and the invincible courage, of the 
emperor Honorius 

Theirefta- Such a triumph might have been juftly claimed 
by the ally of Rome, if Wallia, before he repafled 
the Pyrenees, had extirpated the feed? of the 
Spanilh war. His viftorious Goths, forty-three 
years after they had pafled the Danube, were 
eftablifhed, according to the faith of treaties, in 
the poffeflion of the fecond Aquitain j a maritime 
province between the Garonne and the Loire, 
under the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion of 
Bourdeaux. That metropolis, advantageoufly 
fituated for the trade of the ocean, was built in a 
regular and elegant form ; and its numerous in- 
habitants were diflinguiflied among the Gauls by 
their wealth, their learning, and the politenefs of 
their manners. The adjacent province, which 
has been fondly compared to the garden of Eden, 
is bleffed with a fruitful foil, and a temperate 

Romam triumphans ingredkur, is the formal expre/Tion of 
Prorper’s Chronicle. ■ The fafts which relate to the death of Adol- 
phus, and the exploits of Wallia, are related from Olyropiodorus 
(apud Phot. p. 188.), Orofius ( 1 . vii. c. 43. p. sH-sS?.), Jor- 
nandcs (de Rebus Geticis, c. 31, 32^, and the Chronicles of Idatius 
and IfiUore. 

climate ; 
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climate j the face of the country difplayed the 
arts and the rewards of induftry j and the Goths, ^ ' 

after their martial toils, luxurioufly exhaufted the 
rich vineyards of Atjuitain ‘®‘. The Gothic li- 
mits were enlarged, by the additional gift of 
fome neighbouring diocefesj and the fucceflbrs *- 
of Alaric fixed their royal refidence at Thouloufe, 
which included five populous quarters, or cities, 
within the fpacious circuit of its walls. About 
the fame time, in the laft years of the reign of 
Honorius, the Goths, the Burgundians, andTheBur- 
the Franks, obtained a permanent feat and do- 
minion in the provinces of Gaul. The liberal 
grant of the ufurper Jqvinus to his Burgundian 
allies, was confirmed by the lawful emperor : 
the larids of the Firft, or Upper, Germany, were 
ceded to thofe formidable Barbarians ; and they 
gradually occupied, either by conqueft or treaty, 
the two provinces which ftill retain, with the 
titles of Duchy and of County, the national appel- 
lation of Burgundy '®^ The Franks, the valiant 
and faithful allies of the Roman republic, were 
foon tempted to imitate the invaders, whom they 
had fo bravely refilled. Treves, the capital of 

•66 Aufonius (de Claris Urbibus, p. 257 — 262.) celebi-ntcs Boiir- 
deaux with the partial affe£lion of a native. See in Salvian (de Gu- 
bem. Dei, p. 228. Paris, 1608.) a florid defeription of the province? 
of Aqtiitain and Novcrnpopulania. 

•67 Oroilus (I. vii. c, 32. p. 550.) commends the mildnefs and 
modefty of thefe Burgundians, who treated their fubjefls of Gaul a* 
their Chriftian brethren. Mafeou has illuftrated the origin of their 
kingdom in the four firft annotations at the end of his laborious 
Hiftoiyof the Ancient Germans, vol. it. p. 555 — 572, A the Eog- 
iifli tranilation. 

A a 4 Gaul, 
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C^AjP. Gaul, was pillaged by their lawlefs bands ; and 
the humble colony, which they fo long main- 
tained in the diftrifl of Toxandria, In Brabant, 
infenfibly multiplied along the banks of the Meufe 
and Scheld, till their independent power filled 
the whole extent of the Second, or Lower Ger- 
many. Thefe fads may be fufficiently juftified 
by hiftoric evidence : but the foundation of the 
French monarchy by Pharamond, the conquefts, 
the laws, and even the exillence, of that hero, 
have been juftly arraigned by the impartial fcve- 
rity of modern criticifm 

thfsaiL opulent provinces of Gaul 

rians in may be dated from the eftablilhment of thefe Bar- 

A^D-Vo, barians, whofe alliance was dangerous and op- 
prelFive, and who were capricioufly impelled, by 
intereft or paflion, to violate the public peace. 
A heavy and partial ranfom was impofed on the 
furviving provincials, who had efcaped the cala- 
mities of war; the faireft and moft fertile lands 
were affigned to the rapacious ftrangers, for the 
ufe of their families, their flaves, and their cattle; 
and the trembling natives relinquifhed with a figh 
the inheritance of their fathers. Yet thefe do- 
meftic misfortunes, which are fcldom the lot of 
a vanquilhed people, had been felt and inflifted 

’6* See Mafcou, 1 . viii. c. +3, 44, 4.5, Except in a fliort and 
fufpicious line of the Chronicle of Profper (in tom. i. p. 638.), the 
name of Pharamond is never mentioned before the feventh century. 
The author of the Gefta Francorum (in tom. ii. p. 543.) fuggeftg, 
probably enough, that the choice of Pharamond, or at leaft of a 
king, was recommended to the Franks by his father Marcomir, who 
wa* an exile in T ufcany. 
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by the Romans themfelves, not only in the in- 
folence of foreign conqueft, but in the madnefs 
of civil difcord. The Triumvirs profcribcd 
eighteen of the moft flourifliing colonies of Italy; 
and diftributed their lands and houfes to the ve- 
terans who revenged the death of Csfar, and op- 
prefled the liberty of their country. Two poets, 
of unequal fame, have deplored, in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, the lofs of their patrimony ; but the 
legionaries of Auguftus appear to have furpafled, 
in violence and injuftice, the Barbarians, who 
invaded Gaul, under the reign of Honorius. It 
was not without the utmoft difficulty that Virgil 
efcaped from the fword of the Centurion, who 
had ufurped his farm in the neighbourhood of 
Mantua ; but Paulinus of Bourdeaux received 
a fum of money from his Gothic purchafer, 
which he accepted with pleafure and furprife; 
and, though it was much inferior to the real 
value of his eftate, this aft of rapine was difguifed 
by fome colours of moderation and equity 
The odious name of conquerors, was foftened 
into the mild and friendly appellation of the guejls 


<69 O Lyrida, vivi pervenimus : advena noftri 

(Qiaod minquam veriti furaus) ut pofTenbr agelli 
Diccret : Hicc mea funt ; veteres migrate colon!. 

Nunc vifli trifles, tcc. 

See the whole of the 9th eclogue, with the ufeful Commentary of 
gervius. Fifteen miles of the Mantuan territory were afllgned to 
the. veterans, with a refervation, in favour of the inhabitants, of 
three miles round the city. Even in this favour they were cheated by 
>ylfenus Varus, a famous lawyer, and one of the commiflloners, 
who meafured eight hundred paces of water and morafs. 

• 70 See the remarkable paflage of the Eucharifticon of Paulinus, 
575. apud Mofeou, 1 . viii. c. 42. 

of 
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e H A P. of the Romans ; and the Barbarians of Gaul, 
XXXI. . ^ 

more efpedally the Goths, repeatedly declared, 

that they were bound to the people by the ties of 
hofpitality, and to the emperor by the duty of 
allegiance and military fcrvice. The title of 
Honorius and his fucceflbrs, their laws, and their 
civil magiftratcs, were ftill refpcfted in the pro- 
vinces of Gaul, of which they had refigned the 
poflefllon to the Barbarian allies ■, and the kings, 
who exercifed a fupreme and independent autho- 
rity over their native fubjedts, ambitioufly foli- 
cited the more honourable rank of mafter-gene- 
rals of the Imperial armies Such was the in- 
voluntary reverence which the Roman name ftill 
imprefled on the minds of thofe warriors, who 
had borne away in triumph the fpoils of the Ca- 
pitol. 

Whilft Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and 
a fucceflion of feeble tyrants opprefled the pro- 
vinces beyond the Alps, the Britilh ifland fepa- 
rated itfelf from the body of the Roman empire. 
The regular forces which guarded that remote 
province, had been gradually withdrawn j and 
Britain was abandoned, without defence, to the 
Saxon pirates, and the favagcs of Ireland and 
Caledonia. The Britons, reduced to this extre- 
mity, no longer relied on the tardy and doubtful 
aid of a declining monarchy. They aflembled in 
- arms, repelled the invaders, and rejoiced in the 


Revolt of 
Britain 
and Ar- 
morica, 
A.D.409. 


'7' This important truth it eftablilhed by the accuracy of Tille- 
mont (Hift. des Emp, tom. v. p. 64.1.), and by the ingenuity of the 
Abbe Diibos (Hid. de I'Etablideinent de la Monarchic Fran^aife 
dans les Gaules, tom. i. p. 259.). 

important 
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important difcovery of their own ftrength 
Afflifted by fimilar calamities, and adluatcd by « 

the fame fpirit, the Armorican provinces (a name 
which comprehended the m’aritime countries of 
Gaul between the Seine and the Loire *”) re- 
folved to imitate the example of the neighbour- 
ing ifland. They expelled the Roman magif- 
trates, who a6led under the authority of the 
ufurper Conftantine ; and a free government was 
eftablilhed among a people who had fo long been 
fubjeft to the arbitrary will of a mafter. The 
independence of Britain and Armorica was foon 
confirmed by Honorius himfelf, the lawful em- 
peror of the Weft: ; and the letters, by which he 
committed to the new ftates the care of their own 
fafety, might be interpreted as an abfolute and 
perpetual abdication of the exercifc and rights of 
fovereignty. This interpretation was, in fomc 
meafure, juftified by the event. After the 
ufurpers of Gaul had fucceflively fallen, the ma- 
ritime provinces were reftored to the empire. 

Yet their obedience was imperfefl and precari- 
ous ; the vain, inconftant, rebellious clifpofition 
of the people, was incompatible either with free- 

>7* Zofimus ( 1 . vi. p. 47S. 383.) relates in a few words tlie revolt 
of Britain and Armorica. Our antiquarians, even the great Cambden ' 
himfelf, have been betrayed into many grofs errors, by their imper- 
fect knowledge of the hiftory of the continent. 

•‘ 7 t The limits of Armorica are defined by two national geo- " 
graphers, Meflieurs de Valois and d’AnvIlle, in their of 

Ancient Gaul. The word had been ul’ed in a more extenfivc, and 
yvas afterwards contrafted to a much natTower, fignification. 

dom 
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dom or fervitude and Armorica, though it 
I could not long maintain the form of a republic 
was agitated by frequent and deftrudlive revolts. 
Britain was irrecoverably loft But as the em- 
perors wifely acquiefccd in the independence of 
a remote province, the feparation was not em- 
bittered by the reproach of tyranny or rebellion j 
and the claims of allegiance and protedtion were 
fucceeded by the mutual and voluntary offices of 
national friendfliip 

suteof This revolution diflblved the artificial fabric 

A. D. of civil and military government j and the inde- 

409-449- 

•74 Gens inter geminos notifTmia clauditur amnes, 

Armoricana prius veteri cognomine diita. 

, Torva, ferox, ventofa, proeax, incauta, rebellis ; 

Inconllans, difparque fibi novitatis amore ; 

Prodiga verborum, fed nonet prodiga fafti. 

Erricus, Monach. in Vit. St^ Germani, 1. v. apud Valef. Notit. 
Galliarum, p. 43. Vaiefius alleges fcveral teftimonies to confirm 
this chaiaftsr j to which I (hail add the evidence of the prelbyter 
•' Conftantine (A. D. 488.), who, in the life of St. Germ.ain, calls 

the Aimorican rebels, mobilem et indifeiplinatum populum. See 
‘ the Hiftorians of France, tom. i. p. 643. 

*7S I thought it neceflaiy tp enter my proteft againfl this part of 
the fyftem of the Abbe Dubos, which Montefquieu has fo vigorouUy 
oppofed. See Efprit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 24. 

•7'^ BfCTama* /«s» Toi Fwjiiaiu anarwMjfljt »«iTi are the words of 
Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 2. p. iSr. Louvre edition) in 
a very important paflTage, which has been too much ncglefted. 
Even Bede (Hid. Gent. Anglican. 1. i. c. 12. p. 50. edit. Smith) 
acknowledges that the Romans finally left Britain in the reign of 
Honorius. Yet our modern hiftorians and antiquaries extend the 
term of their dominion j and there are fome who allow only the in- 
terval of a few months between their departure and the arrival of the 
Saxons. 

'77 Bede has not forgot the oecafional aid of the legions againft 
the Scots and Pifts ; and more authentic proof will hereafter b,e 
produced, that the independent Britons raifed 12,000 men for the 
fervice of the emperor Anthemius, in Gaul. 

pendent 
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pendent country, during a period of forty years, ' 
till the defcent of the Saxons, was ruled by the 
authority of the clergy, the nobles, and the mu- 
nicipal towns”®. I. Zofimus, who alone has pre- 
ferved the memory of this Angular tranfaflion, very 
accurately obferves, that the letters of Honorius 
were addrefled to the cities of Britain Under 
the proteftion of the Romans, ninety-two confi- 
derable towns had arifen in the feveral parts of 
that great province j and, among thefe, thirty- 
three cities were diftinguifhed above the red by 
their fuperior privileges and importance”*. Each 
of thefe cities, as in all the other provinces of the 
empire, formed a legal corporation, for the pur- 
pofe of regulating their domedic policy; and the 
powers of municipal government v/ere didributed 
among annual magidrates, a fele£l fenate, and 
the aflembly of the people, according to the ori- 
ginal model of the Roman conditution The 
management of a common revenue, the exercife 
of civil and criminal jurifdiflion, and the habits 
of public counfel and command, were inherent 
to thefe petty republics ; and when they aflerted 

• 7 * I owe it to myfelf, ancltohlftoiic tiiiili, to declare, that fonie 
cheumfianett in this paragraph are founded only on conjefturc and 
analogy. The ftubbornnefs of our language has fometimes forced 
me to deviate from the caidUional into the wdlca:ive mood. 

•79 rifo; T«f fy Zofiinus, 1 . vi. p. 3S3. 

i«o Two cities of Britain were municifia, nine tohnies, ten Latii 
jurt dmattc, twelve ftipendiari,r of eminent note. This detail is taken 
from Richard of Ciiencefter, de Situ Britannia, p, 36. ; and though 
it may not feem probable, that he wrote from the MSS. of 3 Roman 
general, he ftiews a genuine knowledge of antiquity, very extraor- 
dinary for a monk of the fourteenth century. 

181 SeeMaffei Verona Illuftrata, part i. 1 , v. p. S3— 106. 

their 
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their independence, the youth of the city, and of 
. - - ' I the adjacent diftridls, would naturally range them- 
felves under the ftandard of the magiftrate. But 
the defire of obtaining the advantages, and of 
cfcaping the burthens, of political fociety, is a 
perpetual and inexhauftible fource of difcord ; 
nor can it reafonably be prefumed, that the re- 
ftoration of Britifh freedom was exempt from tu- 
mult and faflion. The pre-eminence of birth 
and fortune muft have been frequently violated 
by bold and popular citizens j and the haughty 
nobles, who complained that they were become 
the fubjefts of their own fervants would fome- 
times regret the reign of an arbitrary monarch. 
II. The jurifdiflion of each city over the adjacent 
country, was fupported by the patrimonial in- 
fluence of the principal fenators j and the fmaller 
towns, the villages, and the proprietors of land, 
confulted their own fafety by adhering to the 
Ihclter of thefe rifing republics. The fphere of 
their attraflion was proportioned to the refpedlive 
degrees of their wealth and populoufnefs; but the 
hereditary lords of ample pofleflions, who were 
not opprefTed by the neighbourhood of any 
powerful city, afpired to the rank of indepen- 
dent princes, and boldly exercifed the rights 
of peace and war. The gardens and villas, 
which exhibited fome faint imitation of Ita- 
lian elegance, would foon be converted into 

*** Leges reftituit, liherfatemque reducit, 

£t fervos famulis non finit elTe fuis. 

Itinerar, Rutil. 1. i. 215. 

ftrong 
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flrong caftles, the refuge, in time of danger, of 
the adjacent country ; the produce of the land ■_ ^ 

was applied to purchafe arms and horfes ; to 
maintain a military force of flaves, of peafants, 
and of licentious followers; and the chieftain 
might affume, within his own domain, the powers 
of a civil magiftratc. Several of thefc Britifli 
chiefs might be the genuine pofterity of ancient 
kings; and many more would be tempted to 
adopt this honourable genealogy, and to vin- 
dicate their hereditary claims, which had been 
fufpended by the ufurpation of the Ctefars 
Their fituation, and their hopes, would difpofe 
them to afFeft the drefs, the language, and the 
cuftoms of their anceftors. If the princes of 
Britain relapfed into barbarifm, while the cities 
ftudioufly preferved the laws and manners of 
Rome, the whole ifland muft have been gra- 
dually divided by the diftinclion of two national 
parties ; again broken into a thoufand fubdivifions 
of war and fadtion, by the various provocations 
of intereft and refentment. The public ftrength, 
inftead of being united againft a foreign enemy, 
was confumed in obfeure and inteftine quarrels; 

An infeription (apud Sirmond, Not. ad Sidon. Apollinar. 
p. 59.) deferibes a cafllc, cum muris et portis, tuition! omnium, 
crefted by Daidanus on his own eftate, near Sifteron, in the fccond 
Narbonnefe, and named by him Thcopolis. 

*94 The cftablilhment of thtir power would have been eafy indeed, 
if we could adopt the imprafticable feheme of a lively and leamed 
antiquarian ; v?ho fuppofes, that the Brltilh monarchs of the fcveral 
tribes continued to reign, though with fubordiiiate jurifdiilior, from 
the time of Claudius to that of Honorius. See Whitaker's Hidory 
ofManchefter, vol. i. p. 147—157. 

' and 
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perfonal merit which had placed a fuc- 
Vi— ccfsful leader at the head of his equals, might 
enable him to fubdue the freedom of fome neigh- 
bouring cities i and to claim a rank among the 
tyrants **’, who infefted Britain after the diflb- 
lution of the Roman government. III. The 
Britilh church might be compofed of thirty or 
forty bilhops ‘*®, with an adequate proportion of 
the inferior clergy ; and the want of riches (for 
they feem to have been poor would compel 
them to deferve the public efteem, by a decent 
and exemplary behaviour. The intereft, as well 
as the temper of the clergy, was favourable to 
the peace and union of their diftrafted country ; 
thofe falutary leflbns might be frequently incul- 
cated in their popular difeourfesj and the epif- 
copal fynods were the only councils that could 
pretend to the weight and authority of a national 
affembly. In fuch councils, where the princes 
• and magiftrates fat promifcuoufly with the bilhops, 
the important affairs of the ftate, as well as of 
the church, might be freely debated ; differences 
reconciled, alliances formed, contributions im- 
pofed, wife refolutions often concerted, and fome- 

• Sj AXV vit> aVTu (jui *. Procopius, de ®ell. Van- 

dal. I. i. c. s. p. i8i. Britannia fertilis provinda tyrannorum, wa» 
the exprdlion of Jerom, in the year 415 (tom. ii. p. 255. ad Ctefi- 
phont.). By the pilgrims, who reforted eveiy year to the Holy 
Land, the monk of Bctlilem received the carlicft and moft accurate 
intelligence. 

»86 See Bingham's Ecclef. Antiquities, vol. i. 1 . ix. c. 6. p. 394. 

>*7 It is reported of three Britifli bilhops who afTifted at the council 
of Rimini, A. D. 359. tarn pauperes fuifle ut nihil haberent. Sul- 
picius Severus, Hift. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 410. Some of their brethren, 
however, were in better circumllances. 

7 times 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


369 

times executed} and there is reafon to believe, 
that, in moments of extreme danger, a Pendragoriy — » 

or Didlator, was defied by the general confent 
of the Britons. Thefe paftoral cares, fo worthy 
of the epifcopal charafler, were interrupted, how- 
ever, by zeal and fuperftition ; and the Britilh 
clergy inceflantly laboured to eradicate the Pela- 
gian herefy, which they abhorred, as the peculiar 
difgrace of their native country 

It is fomewhat remarkable, or rather it is ex- AiTembly 
tremely natural, that the revolt of Britain and yenpro!" 
Armorica (hould have introduced an appearance 
of liberty into the obedient provinces of Gaul. A.D.4T8. 
In a folemn edifl filled with the ftrongeft 
aflurances of that paternal affeftion which princes 
fo often exprefs, and fo feldom feel, the emperor 
Honorius promulgated his intention of conven- 
ing an annual aflembly of the /even provinces: 
a name peculiarly appropriated to Aquitain, 
and the ancient Narbonnefe, which had long 
fince exchanged tlieir Celtic rudenefs for the ufe- 
ful and elegant arts of Italy '®°. Arles, the feat 
of government and commerce, was appointed 
for the place of the aflembly which regularly 

Confult Uflier, de Antiq. Ecclef. Britatinicar. c. 8 — iz. 

’*'9 See tlie coneil text of this edi£l, as,publ:lhed by Sirmond 
(Not. ad Sidon, Apollin. p. 147.). Hincmar, of Rhdms, who 
affigns a place to theiipj>s, had probably feeri (in the ninth century) 
a more peifeff copy. Dubos, Hift. Critique de la Monarchie 
Fran^oife, tom. i. p. 241 — 255. 

* 9 ” It is evident f.-om the Nctitia, that the feven provinces were 
the Viennenlls, the maritime Alps, the firtt and fecond Narbonnefe, 
Noverapopulania, and the firft and fecpjd Aquitain. In the room 
of the firft Aquitain, the Abbe Dub<^, em the aulh(jrity of Hincmar, 
defires to introduce the full Lugdunenilsi or Lyonnefe. 

VoL, V. , B continued 
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^xxxi^ continued twenty-eight days, from the fifteenth 
^ 7 of Auguft to the thirteenth of September, of 

every year. It confided of the Praetorian prjefeft 
of the Gauls j of feven provincial governors, one 
confular and fix prcfidents; of the magiftratcs, 
and perhaps the bifliops, of about fixty cities ; 
and of a competent, though indefinite, number 
of the mofl: honourable and opulent poJfe£hrs of 
land, who might jiiftly be confidered as the re- 
prefcntatives of their couritry. They were im- 
powered to interpret and comttJunicatc the laws 
of their fovereign’j to cxpofe the grievances and 
■wilhes of their conftituents ; to moderate the 
exceflive or unequal weight of taxes ; and to 
deliberate on every fubjeft of local or national 
importance, that could tend to the reftoration of 
the peace and profperity of the feven provinces. 

' If fuch an inftitution, which gave the people an 
’ intereft in their own government, had been uni-r 

verfally eftablifhed by Trajan or the Antonines, 
the feeds of public wifdom and virtue might 
have been cherilhed and propagated in the em- 
pire of Rome. The privileges of the fubjeft 
would have fecured the throne of the monarch j 
the abufes of an arbitrary adminiftration might 
have been prevented, in fome degree, of correft- 
cd, by the interpofition of thefe reprefentative 
afiembliesj and the country would have been 
defended againft a foreign enemy, by the arms of 
natives and freemen. Under the mild and gene- 
rous influence of liberty, the Roman empire 
might iiave* remained invincible and immortal j 
or if its excefljve magnitude, and the inftabiliry 

of 
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of human affairs, had oppofed fuch perpetual 
continuance, its vital and conftituent members < 
might have fcparatcly prelerved their vigour and 
independence. But in the decline of the empire, 
when every principle of health and life had been 
exhaufted, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable of producing any importai^ 
or falutary effefts. The emperor Honorius ex- 
preffcs his furprife, that he muft compel the 
reluftant provinces to accept a privilege which 
they fhould ardently have folicited. A fine of 
three, or even five, pounds of gold, was impofed 
on the abfent reprefentatives ; who feem to have 
declined this imaginary gift of a free conftitution, 
as the laft and moft cruel infult of their op- 
preflbrs. 


Bb 2 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Jrcadius Emperor of tie Eajl.—Adminijlration amt 
Difgrace of Eutropius. — Revolt of Gainas. — Per- 
fecution of St. John Chryfofiom. — Theodofius II. 

, Emperor of the Eajl. — His Sifter Pulcheria . — 
His Wife Eudocia. — The Perfian War, and Divi- 
fion of Armenia. 

T he liivifion of the Roman world between 
the fons of Theodofius, marks the final 
eftabiifliment of the empire of the Eaft, which, 
from the reign of Arcadius to the taking of 
Conftantinople by the Turks, fubfiftcd one thou- 
fand and fifty-eight years, in a ftate of premature 
and perpetual decay. The fovcreign of that 
empire afiunoed, and obftinately retained, the 
vain, and at length fiftitious, title of Emperor 
of the Romans •, and the hereditary appellations 
of C-T,SAR and Augustus continued to declare, 
that he was the legitimate fucceffor of the firft of 
men, who had reigned over the firft of nations. 
The palace of Conftantinople rivalled, and per- 
haps excelled, the magnificence of Perfia ; and 
the eloquent fermons of St. Chryfoftom * ccle- 

• Father Montfaucon, who, by the command of his Btnediftine 
fiiperiors, was comnelled (fee Longueriiana, tom. j. p. 205.) to 
execute the laborious edition of St. Chryfoftom, in thirteen volumes 
in folio (Paris, 1738.), amufed himfelf with extrafling from that 
immenie colleftion of morals, feme curious amiquitia, which illuf- 
trate the manners of the Thcodofian age (tStm Chryfoftom. Opera, 
tom. xiii. p. 192—196;). 3 "'^ his French Differtation, in*the Me- 
nioires dc I’Acad. des Iiilcriptions, tom. xiii. p. 474 — 490. 

9 bratc. 
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brate, while they condemn, the pompous luxury 

of the reign of Arcadius. The emperor,” fays * 

he, “ wears on his head either a diadem, or a 
** crown of gold, decorated with precious ftones 
** of ineftimable value. Thefc ornaments, and 
his purple garments, arc referved for his facred 
perfon alone ; and his robes of filk are em- 
broidered with the figures of golden dragons. 

His throne is of malTy gold. Whenever he 
** appears in public, he is furrounded by his 
‘‘ courtiers, his guards, and his attendants. 

** Their fpears, their fhields, their cuirafles, the 
bridles and trappings of their horfes, have 
either the fubftance, or the appearance, of 
gold ; and the large fplendid bofs in the 
“ midft of their Ihield, is encircled with fmaller 
bofles, which reprefent the fhape of the human 
eye. The two mules that draw the chariot of 
** the monarch, are perfecUy white, and fhining 
all over with gold. The chariot itfelf, of pure 
** and folid gold, attrafts the admiration of the 
« fpeftators, who contemplate the purple cur- 
tains, the fnowy carpet, the fize of the pre- 
“ cious ftones, and the refplendent plates of 
gold, that glitter as they are agitated by the 
“ motion of the carriage. The Imperial pidlures 
“ are white, on a ’blue ground j the emperor 
appears feated on his throne, with his arms, 
his horfes, and his guards befide him ; and liis 
“ vanquifhed enemies in chains at his feet.” 

The fuccefijjrs of Conftantine ellabliflied their 
perpetual refidence in the royal city, which he 
B b 3 had 
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had erefted on the verg£ of Europe and Afia. 
'Inacceflible to the menaces of their enemies, and 
perhaps to the complaints of their people, they 
rec?eived, with each wind, the tributary produc- 
tions of every climate; while the impregnable 
ftrength of their capital continued for ages to 
defy the hoftile attempts of the Barbarians. Their 
dominions were bounded by the Hadriatic and 
the Tigris ; and the whole interval of twenty- 
five days navigation, which feparated the extreme 
cold of Scythia from the torrid zone of Ethiopia *, 
was comprehended within the limits of the em- 
pire of the Eafl:. The populous countries of that 
empire were the feat of art and learning, of lux- 
ury and wealth ; and the inhabitants, who had 
affumed the language and manners of Greeks, 
ftiled themfelves, with fome appearance of truth, 
the moft enlightened and civilifed portion of the 
human fpecies. The form of government was a 
pure and fimple monarchy ; the name of the 
Roman republic, which fo long preferved a 
faint tradition of freedom, was confined, to the 
Latin provinces ; and the princes of Conftan- 
tinople meafured their greatnefs by the fervile 
obedience of their people. They were ignorant 

* According to the loofe reckoning, that a ftiip could fail, with a 
fair wind, looo ftadia, or 125 miles, in the revolution of a day and 
night; Diodorus Siculus computes ten days from the Palus Moeotis 
to Rhodes, and four days from Rhodes to Alexandria. The navi- 
gation of the Nile, from Alexandria to Syene, under the tropic of 
Cancer, required, as it was againlt the ftream, ten days more. 
Diodor. Sicul. tom. i. 1 . iii p. 200, edit. Well'cling. He might, 
without much impropriety, meafure the extreme heA from the verge 
of the toirid zone ; but he fpeaks of the Moeotis in the 47th degree 
of northern latitude, as if it lay within the polar circle. 
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how much this paflivc difpofition enervates and 
degrades every faculty of the mind. The fub- 
jedls, who had refigned their will to the abfolutc 
commands of a mailer, were equally incapable of 
guarding their lives and fortunes againft the 
alfaults of the Barbarians, or of defending their 
reafon from the terrors of fuperflition. 

The firll events of the reign of Arcadius and 
Honorius are fo intimately conneded, that the 
rebellion of the Goths, and the fall of Rufinus, 
have already claimed a place in the hillory of the 
Weft. It has already been obferved, that Eutro- 
pius one of the principal eunuchs of the pa- 
lace of Conftantinople, fucceeded the haughty 
minifter whofe ruin he had accomplilhed, and 
whofe vices he foon imitated. Every order of the 
ftate bowed to the new favourite ; and their tame 
and obfequious fubmilTion encouraged him to 
infult the laws, and, what is ftill more difficult 
and dangerous, the manners of his country. Un- 
der the weakeft of the predeceffbrs of Arcadius, 
the reign of the eunuchs had been fecret, and 
almoft invifible. They infinuated themfelves 
into the confidence of the prince j but their often- 
fible fundions were confined to the menial fer- 
vice'of the wardrobe and Imperial bed-chamber. 
They might dired, in a whifper, the public 
counfels, and blaft, by their malicious fuggeftions, 

} Barthlus, who a-loied his author with the blind fuperftition of a 
commentator, gives the preference to the two books which Claudian 
compofed againft Eiitropius, above all his other productions (Baillet, 
Jugemens des Savans, tom. iv. p. 4^7.). They are indeed a very 
elegant and'fpirited fatire ; and would be more valuable in an hifto. 
rical light, if the inveflivc were lefs vague, and more temperate. 

B b 4 the 
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the fame snd fortunes of the moft illuftrious citU 
%. — yw w zens j but they never prefumed to ftand forward 
■ in the front of empire*, or to profane the public 
honours of the ftate. Eutropius was the firft of 
his artificial fex, who dared to aflume the cha- 
rafler of a Roman magiftrate and general *, 
Sometimes, in the prefence of the blulhing fenate, 
he afeended the tribunal, to pronounce judg^ 
ment, or to repeat elaborate harangues ; and 
fometimes appeared on horfcback, at the head 
of his troops, in the drefs and armour of a hero. 
The difregard of cuftom and decency always 
betrays a weak and ill-regulated mind j nor does 
Eutropius feem to have compenfated for the folly 
of the defign, by any fuperior merit or ability in 
the execution. His former habits of life had. not 
introduced him to the ftudy of the laws, or the 
cxercifes of the field j his awkward and unfuc- 


4 After lamenting the progreft of the eunuchs in the Roman pa- 
lace, and defining their proper funftions, Claudian adds, 

——A fronte recedant 


Imperii. 

In Eutrop. i. 4.2a. 

Yet it does not appear that the eunuch had aflumed any of the ef- 
ficient offices of the empire ; and he is Ailed only Prxpofitus fiicri 
cubiculi, in the edift of his banifliracnt. See Cod. Thcod. 1 . ix, 
jlt. xl. leg. 17. 

S Jamque oblita fui, nec fobria divitils mens 
In miferas leges hominumque negotia ludit 1 

Judicat cunuchus 

Anna etiam violate parat. . . . 

Claudian (i. 229 — 170.), with that mixture of indignation and hp- 
paour, which always pleafes in a fatiric poet, deferibes the infoient 
folly of the eunuch, the difgrace of the empire, and the joy of the 
Goths. *■ 

— — Gaudet, cum vidfrit hpilis, 

Et femit jam deelTe viros. 


cefbful 
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cefsful attempts provoked the fecret contempt of ^xxxrf* 
the fpeftators; the Goths exprelTed their wifti, 1 

that fueb a general might always command the 
armies of Rome ; and the name of the minifter 
was branded with ridicule^ more pernicious per- 
haps than hatred, to a public charafter. The 
fubjedls of Arcadius were exafperated by the 
recolleftion, that this deformed and decrepid 
eunuch ®, who fo perverfely mimicked the aftions 
of a man, was born in the moft abjeft condition 
of fervitude j that, before he entered the Im- 
perial palace, he had been fucccflively fold, and 
purchafed, by an hundred mafters, who had ex- 
haulled his youthful ftrength in every mean and 
infamous office, and at length difrnifled him, in 
his old age, to freedom and poverty While 
thefe difgraceful ftories were circulated, and per- 
haps exaggerated, in private converfations, the 
vanity of thj favourite was flattered with the 
moft extraordinary honours. In the fenate, in 


* The poet’s lively defeription of his deformity (i. no — 115*) is 
conlimied by the authentic teltimony of Chryfoftom (tom. iii. p. 38+. 
edit. Montfaucon) ; who obferves, that when the paint was waflied 
away, the face of Eutroplus appeared more ugly, and wrinkled than 
that of an old woman. Claudian remarks (i. 4.69.), and theremark 
mult have been foundtd on experience, that tliere was fcarccly any 
interval between the youth and the decrepid age of an eunuch. 

^ Eutropius appears to have been a native of Armenia or AlTyria. 
His three fervices, which Claudian more particularly deferibes, were 
thefe: I. He fpent many years as the catamite of Ptolemy, a groom 
or foldier of the Imperial ftables. Ptolemy gave him to the old 
general Arintheus, for whom he very fldlfully exercifed the profef- 
fion of a pimp. 3 . He was given, on her mai liage, to the daughter 
of Arintheus ; and the future conful was employed to comb her 
hair, to prefent the filver ew.er, to walli, and to fan hisimifti'efs in 
hot weather. Sec 1 . i. 31— 1 37.' 
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*xxMi^ the capital, in the provinces, the ftatues of Eu- 
tropius were erefled, in brafs or marble, deco- 
rated with the fymbols of his civil and military 
virtues, and inferibed with the pompous title of 
the third founder of Conftantinople. He was 
promoted to. the rank of patriciany which began 
to fignify, in a popular, and even legal accepta- 
tion, the father of the emperor ; and the laft 
year of the fourth century was polluted by the 
confuljhip of an eunuch, and a Have. This ftrange 
and inexpiable prodigy * awakened, however, the 
prejudices of the Romans. The effeminate con- 
• ful was rejefled by the Weft, as an indelible ftain 

' to the annals of the republic j and, without in- 
voking the fhades of Brutus and Camillus, the 
colleague of Eutropius, a learned and refpecftable 
magiftrate*, fufficiently reprefented the'different 
maxims of the two adminiftrations. 

His ve- The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus feems 
to have been aftuated by a more fanguinary and 
revengeful fpirit ; but the avarice of the eunuch 
was not Icfs infatiate than that of the prsBfcft 

' * Claudian (1. i. in Eutrop. i — after enumerating the va- 

rious prodigies of monftrous births, fpeaking animals, ftiowers of 
blood or Hones, double funs, &c. adds, with fome exaggeration. 
Omnia cefTsimiit eunucho confule monftra. 

The firft book concludes with a noble fpeech of the goddefs of Rome 
to her favourite Honorius, deprecating the nrw ignominy to which 
llie was expofed. 

. 9 FI. Mallius Theodonis, whofe civil honours, and philofophical 

■ works, have been celebrated by Claudian in a very elegant pane- 
gyric. 

Miiuin h titu Ti drunk with riches, is the forcible ex- 

prclllon of Zofimus (1. v. p. joi.) ; and the avarice of Eutropius is 
equally execrated in the Lexicon of Suidas, and the Chroi^le of 
Marcellinus. Chryfoftom had often admoniflied the favourite, of 
, the vanity and danger of immoderate wealth, tom. iii. p. jSi. 

• As 
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As long as he defpoiled the opprelTors, who had 
enriched themfelves with the plunder of the peo- 
pie, Eutropius might gratify his covetous dif- 
pofition without much envy or injuftice: but the 
progrefs of his rapine foon invaded the wealth 
which had been acquired by lawful inheritance, 
or laudable induftry. The ufual methods of ex- 
tortion were pradlifed and improved j and Clau- 
dian has fketched a lively and original pidlure of 
the public auflion of the date. “ The impotence 
of the eunuch” (fays that agreeable fatirift) 

“ has ferved only to ftimulate his avarice ; the 
** fame hand which, in his fervile condition, was 
“ exercifed in petty thefts, to unlock the coffers 
of his mafter, now grafps the riches of the 
world ; and this infamous broker of the em- 
pirc appreciates and divides the Roman pro- 
vinces, from Mount Haemus to the Tigris. 

One man, at the expcnce of his villa, is made 
proconful of Afia ; a fecond purchafes Syria 
with his wife’s jewels j and a third laments, 

** that he has exchanged his paternal eftate for 
the government of Bithynia. In the anti- 
«* chamber of Eutropius, a large tablet is expofed 
** to public view, which marks the refpedive 
“ prices of the provinces. The different value 
of Pontus, of Galatja, of Lydia, is accurately 
diftinguifhed. Lycia may be obtained for fo 
“ many thoufand pieces of gold •, but the opulence 
“ of Phrygia will require a more confiderablefum. 

** The eunuch wifhes to obliterate, by the general 
** difgrace, his perfonal ignominy; and as he has 
3 “ been 
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** himfelf, he is defirous of felling the 

», — ^- y reft of mankind. In the eager contention, the 
“ balance, which contains the fate and fortunes 
“ of the province, often trembles on the beam j 
and till one of the fcales is inclined, by a fu- 
“ perior weight, the mind of the impartial judge 
remains in anxious ftifpcnfe Such” (con- 
tinues the indignant poet) “ are the fruits of 
“ Roman valour, of the defeat of Antiochus, 
“ and of the triumph of Pompey.” This venal 
proftitution of public honours fecured the impu- 
nity of future crimes ; but the riches, which Eu- 
tropius derived from confifcation, were already 
ftained with injuftice i fince it was decent to ac- 
cufe, and to condemn, the proprietors of the 
wealth which he was impatient to confifcate. 
Some noble blood was Ihed by the hand of the 
executioner ; and the moft inhofpitable extremi- 
ties of the empire were filled with innocent and 
Ab" & illuftrious exiles. Among the generals and con- 
t:us, fuls of the Eaft, Abundantius ** had reafon to 
dread the firft effeds of the refentment of Eutro- 
pius. He had been guilty of the unpardonable 

»• — certantum fcpe duorum , 

Dlverfura onus ; cum pondcre Judex 

Vcigit, et in guninas mitat provincia lances. 

Claudian (i. 191 — 209O cuiioully dillinguiflies the clrcum- 

• ftances of the fa!e, that they all feem to allude to particular anecdotes, 

Claudian (i. 154. — 170.) mentions the gui/t and exile of Abun- 
dantius, nor could he fail to quote the example of the artill, who - 
made the firft trial of the brazen bull, which he prefented to Phala- 
ris. See Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 30s. Jerom, tom. i. p. 26. The dif- 
ference of place is eafily reconciled j but the decilive Authority of 
Afterius of Amafia (Orat. iv. p. 76. apud Tillemont, Hift. des Em- 
pereurs, tom. v. p. 435.) muft turn the fcale in favour of Pityus. 

crime 
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crime of introducing that abjeft (lave to the pa- 
lacc of Conftantinople: and fome degree ofpraife 
muft be allowed to a powerful and ungrateful 
favourite, who was fatisfied with the difgrace of 
his benefaftor. Abundantiiis was ftripped of his 
ample fortunes by an Imperial refeript, and ba- 
niflied to Pityus, on the Euxine, the laft frontier 
of the Roman world ; where he fubfifled by the 
precarious mercy of the Barbarians, till he could 
obtain, after the fall of Eutropius, a milder exile 
at Sidon in Phcenicia. The deflruftion of Tima- of Tima- 
fius required a more ferious and regular mode 
of attack. That great ofEcer, the mafter-general 
of the armies of Theodofius, had fignalifed his 
valour by a decifive vidtory, which he obtained 
over the Goths of Theffaly j but he was too 
prone, after the example of his fovereign, to 
enjoy the luxury of peace, and, to abandon his 
confidence to wicked and defigning flatterers. 
Timafius had defpifed the public clamour, by 
promoting an infamous depetident to the com- 
mand of a cohort ; and he deferved to feel the 
ingratitude of Bargus, who was fecretly inftigat- 
ed by the favourite to accufe his patron of a trea- 
t fonablc confpiracy. The general was arraigned 
before the tribunal of Arcadius himfelf ■, and the 
principal eunuch flood by the fide of the throne, 

Suidas (moft probably from the hiftory of Eunapius).has given 
a very unfavourable picture of Timafius. The account of his ac- 
cufer, the judges, trial, &c. is pcrfeftly agreeable to the praftice of 
ancient and modern courts. (See Zofniuis, I. v. p. 7.98, 299, 300.) 

I .am almoll tempted to quote the romance of a gre.rt matter (Field- 
ing’s Works, vol. iv. p. 49, &c. 8yo edit.), which may be con- 
fidered as the hiftory of human nature. 

to 
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to fuggeft the queftions and anfwers of his fove- 
reign. But as this form of trial might be deem- 
ed partial and arbitrary, the farther enquiry into 
the crimes of Timafius was delegated to Satur- 
ninus and Procopius j the former of confular 
rank, the latter ftill refpcfled as the father-in-law 
of the emperor Valens. The appearances of a 
fair and legal proceeding were maintained by the 
blunt honefty of Procopius ■, and he yielded with 
reludance to the obfequious dexterity of his col- 
league, who pronounced a fenteoce of condemna- 
tion againft the unfortunate Timafius. His im- 
menfe riches were confifcated, in the name of the 
emperor, and for the benefit of the favourite } 
and he was doomed to perpetual exile at Oafis, a 
folitary fpot in the midft of the fandy deferts of 
Libya Secluded from all human converfe, 
the mafter-general of the Roman armies was loft 
for ever to the world ; but the circumftances of 
his fate have been related in a various and con- 
fradiftory manner. It is infinuated, that Eutro- 
pius difpatched a private order for his fecret 
execution It was reported, that, in attempt- 
ing to efcape from Oafis, he periflied in the de- 

The great Oafis was one of the fpots in the fands of Libya, 
watered with fprings, and capable of producing wheat, barley, and 
palm-trees. It was about three days journey from north to fouth, 
about half a day in breadth, and at the diftance of about five day* 
inarch to the weft of Abydus, on the Nile. See d'Anville, Deferip- 
tion de I’Egypte, p. i86, 187, 188. The barren defert which en- 
coropafles Oafis (Zofimus, 1 . v. p. 300.) has fuggefted the idea of 
comparative fertility, and even the epithet of the bafpy ijland (Hero- 
dot. ili. 26.). 

*S The line of Claudian, in Eutrop. 1 . i. 180. 

Marmaricns Claris violatur cxdibus Hammon, 
evidently alludes to Us perfuafion of the death of Timafius. 

fert. 
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fert, of thirft and hunger; and that his dead body 
was found on the fands of Libya It has been l. t 
aflerred, with more confidence, that his fon Sya- 
grius, after fuccefsfully eluding the purfuit of 
the agents and emiflaries of the court, collefted 
a band of African robbers ; that he refcucd Ti- 
mafuis from the place of his exile; and that 
both the father and the fon difappeared from the 
knowledge of mankind‘s. But the ungrateful 
Bargus, inltead of being fuffered to poflefs the 
reward of guilt, was foon afterwards circumvent- 
ed and deftroyed, by the more powerful viilany 
of the miniller himfelf ; who retained fenfe and 
fpirit enough to abhor the inftrument of his own 
crimes. 

The public hatred, and the defpalr of indi- A croel 
viduals, continually threatened, or feemed to bw ot 
threaten, the perfonal fafety of Eutropius; as 
well as of the numerous adherents, who were Sept. 4. 
attached to his fortune, and had been -promoted 
by his venal favour. For their mutual defence, 
he contrived the fafeguard of a law, which vio- 
lated every principle of humanity and juftice'*. 

>5 Sozomen, 1 . viii. c. 7. He fpcaks fiom report, tii»{ j»o- 

* 7 ‘ Zofimus, 1 . V. p. 300. Yet he feems to fufj>cct that this ru- 
mour was fpi'cad by the friends of Eutropius. 

t* See the TheodoGan Code, Lix. tit. 14. ad legera Corneliam 
de Sicariis, leg. 3. and the Code of Jullinian, 1 . ix. tit. viii. aj 
legem Juliam de Majeftate, leg. 5. The alteration of the tiWe, from 
murder to treafon, was an improvement of the fubtle Tribonian. 

Godefroy, in a formal diflertation, which he has inferted in his 
(,'ommentary, illullrates this law of Arcadius, and explains all the 
difficult pallages which had been perverted by the jurilconfulls of ' 

the darker ages. See tom. iii. p. 88 — in. 

I. It 
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I. It is enaded, in the name, and by the autho- 
rity, of Arcadius, that all thofe who lhall con- 
fpire, either with fubjedls, or with ftrangers, 
againft the lives of any of the perfons whom the 
emperor confiders as the members of his own 
body, fliall be punifhed with death and confif- 
cation. This fpecies of fictitious and metaphori- 
cal treafon is extended to protefl, not only the 
illuftrious officers of the ftate and army, who are 
admitted into the facred confiftory, but likewife 
the principal domeftics of the palace, the fenators 
of Conftantinople, the military commanders, and 
the civil magiftrates of the provinces : a vague 
and indefinite lift, which, under the fucceffbrs of 
Conftantine, included an obfeure and numerous 
train of fubordinate minifters. II. This extreme 
feverity might perhaps be juftified, had it been 
only direfted to fecure the reprefentatives of the 
fovereign from any actual violence in the exe- 
cution of their office. But the whole body of 
Imperial dependents claimed a privilege, or rather 
impunity, which fereened them, in the loof»ft 
moments of their lives, from the hafty, perhaps 
the juftifiable, refentment of their fellow-citizens: 
and, by a ttrange perverfion of the laws, the 
fame degree of guilt and puniffiment was applied 
to a private quarrel, and to a deliberate confpi- 
racy againft the emperor and the empire- The 
edift of Arcadius moft pofitively and moft ab- 
fiirdly declares, that in fuch cafes' of treafon, 
tboughls and afiicns ought to be puniffied with 
equal leverity 5 that the knowledge of a miP- 
chievoiis intention, unlefs it be inftantly revealed, 

becomes 
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becomes equally criminal with the intention It- 

felf'®i and that thofe rafli men, who fhall pre- j 

fume to folicit the pardon of traitors, fliall them* 
felves be branded with public and perpetual in- 
famy. III. “ With regard to the fons of the 
“ traitors,” (continues the emperor) “ although 
“ they ought to lhare the punilhment, fince they 
will probably imitate the guilt, of their pa- 
*' rents ; yet, by the fpecial efFeft of our Impe- 
“ rial lenity, we grant them their lives : but> ' 

at the fame time, we declare them incapable 
** of inheriting, either on the father’s or on the 
mother’s fide, or of receiving any gift or le- 
“ gacy, from the teftament either of kinfmcn or 
“ of ftrangers. Stigmatiled with hereditary in*. 

“ famy, excluded from the hopes of honours or 
fortune, let them endure the pangs of poverty 
and contempt, till they fhall confider life as a 
** calamity, and death as a comfort and relief.” 

In fuch words, fo well adapted to infult the feel- 
ings of mankind, did the emperor, or rather his 
favourite eunuch, applaud the moderation of a 
law, which transferred the fame unjuft and in- 
human penalties to the children of all thofe who 
had feconded, or who had not d'ifclofed, thefe 
fiditious confpiracies. Some of the nobleft re- 

•9 Bsrtolus underftands a fimple and naked confciotifnefs, with- 
out any fign of approbation or concurrence. For this opinion, fayg ^ 
Baldus, he is now roafting in hell. For my own part, continues 
the difereet Heineccius (Element. Jtir. Civil. 1 . iv. p. 411.), I mull 
approve the theory of Bartolus ; but in praflice I Ihould incline to 
the fentiment of Baldus. Yet Bartolus was gravely quoted by the 
lawyers of Cardinal Richelieu ; and Eutropius was indire£Uy guilty 
of the murder of the virtuous de Thou. 

VoL. V. C e > gulations 


Digitized by Google 



3,86 ' THE DECLINE AND FALL 

*'xxxif’ Roman jurifpruclence have been 

C-— y~ fufFered to expire ; but this cdift, a convenient 
and forcible engine of minifterial tyranny, was 
carefully inferred in 'the Codes of Theodofius and 
Juftinian ; and the fame maxims have been reviv- 
ed in modern ages, to proteft the eleftors of , 
Germany, and the cardinals of the church of 
Rome 

Yet thefe fanguinary laws, which fpread terror 
gild, among a difarmed and difpirited people, were of 
A.d. 399- too weak a texture to reftrain the bold enterprife 
of Tribigild the Oftrogoth. The colony of 
that warlike nation, which had been planted by 
Theodofius in one of the moil: fertile diftriifls of 
Phrygia **, impatiently compared the flow returns 
of laborious hufbandry, with the fuccefsful rapinp 
and liberal rewards of Alaric ; and their leader 
refented, as a perfonal affront, his own ungra-? 
clous reception in the palace of Conftantinople, 

A foft and wealthy province, in the heart of the 
empire, was aftonilhed by the found of war i an4 

GoJefroy, tom. iii. p. 89. It is, however, fiifpefted, that 
this law, fo repugnant to the maxims of Germanic freedom, has 
^cen furreptitioufly abided to. the golden bull. 

copious and circunillanlial narrative (which he might have 
^ referved for more important events) is bellowed by Zofimus (1. v. 

, p, 304— 311.) on the revolt of Tiiblgild and Geinas. See likewife 

Socrates, 1 . vl. c. 6. and Sozomcn, I. viii. c. 4. The fecond book 
of Claudian againft Eutropius, Is a fine, though imperfeiS, .piece of 
hiftory. 

Claudian (in Eutrop. 1 . ii. 137—150.) very accurately ob- 
feryes, that the ancient name and nation of the Phrygians extended 
very far on every fide, till their limits were contracted by the colo- 
nies of the Bithynians of Thrace, of tlie Greeks, and at la|l of the 
• Gauls. His defeription (ii. 157—171.) of the fertility of Phrygia, 
and of the four rivers that produce gold, is )uH and piflprerque. 
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the faithful vaffal, who had been difregarded or 
opprefled, was again refpefted, as foon as he a 

refumed the hoftile character of a Barbarian. 

The vineyards and fruitful fields, between the 
rapid Marfyas and the winding Maeander were 
confumcd with firej the decayed walls of the 
cities crumbled into duft, at the firft ftroke of aa 
enemy j the trembling inhabitants cfcaped from 
a bloody maffacre to the Ihores of the Hellefpont } 
and a confiderable part of Afia Minor was defo- 
latcd by the rebellion of Tribigild. His rapid 
progrefs was checked by the refiftance of th^ 
peafants of JPamphylia j and the Ofirogoths, at- 
tacked in a narrow pafs, between the city of 
Selgas a deep morafs, and the craggy clifts of 
Mount Taurus, were defeated with the lofs of 
• their brayeft troops. But the fpirit of their chief 
was not daunted by misfortune ; and his army 
was continually recruited by fwarms of Barbari- 
ans and outlaws, who were defirous of exercifiog 
the profeflion of 'robbery, under the more ho- 
nourable names of war and conqueft. The ru- 
mours of the fuccefs of Tribigild might for fome 
time be fupprefled by fear, or difguifed by flat- ’ 

Xenophon. AnabaGs, 1 . i. p. ii, 12. edit. Hutchinfon. Stra- 
bo, 1 . xii. p. 865. edit. Amftel. Q^Curt. 1 . iii. c. i. Claudian 
compares the junftion of the Marfyas and Mxander to that of the 
Saone and the Rhone ; with this difference, however, that the finaller 
of the Phrygian rivers is not accelerated, but retarded, by the lar- 
ger. 

*♦ Selg*, a colony of the Lacedaemonians, had formerly num- 
bered twenty thoufand citizens ; but in the age of Zofimus it was 
reduced to a or fmall town. See Cellarius, Geograph. 

Antiq. torn. ii. p. 117, 

C c 2 teryi 
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tery ; yet they gradually alarmed both’ the court 
and the capital. Every misfortune was exag-’ 
gerated in dark and doubtful hints; and the 
future defigns of the rebels became the fubje£k of 
anxious conjeflure. Whenever T ribigild advanced’ 
into the inland country, the Romans were 
inclined to fuppofe that he meditated the paflTage 
of Mount Taurus, and the invafion of Syria. 
If he dcfcended towards the fea, they imputed;' 
and perhaps fuggefted, to the Gothic chief, the 
more dangerous project of arming a fleet in the’ 
harbours of Ionia, and of extending his depre- 
dations along the maritime coaft, from the mouth? 
of the Nile to the port of Conflantiriople. ^ The 
approach of danger, and the obftinacy of Tribl- 
g’W, who refufed all terms of accommodation,'' 
compelled Eutropius to fummon ‘ a’"council of 
war After claiming for himfelf rhe^ privilege 
of a- Veteran foldier, the eunuch' entrufted the 
guard' of Thrace and the Hellelpont' to Gainas 
the" Goth ; and the command of the Afiatic army 
to his fiivourite Leo; two generals, who differ-' 
ently, but effe<ftually, promoted the caufe of the 
rcbcis.' Leo who, from the bulk of his body, 

_*J Tlu; counol of Eiitiopms, in Claudjan, njay be compared to- 
that of Doniiliaii in the fourth fatire of Juvenal. The principal 
members of the forrner were, juvencs protervi lafcivique fenes ; one 
of (hem had been a rook, a lecond a woolcomittr. The language 
of their original profeffioii expofes their alliuned dignity ; and their 
trifling converfation about tragedies, dancers, &c. is ;iwde ftill more 
ridiculous by the importance of the debate. 

Claudian ( 1 . ii. 3yfl-— -461.) has branded him with infamy; and- 
ZoJiimis, in more temperate language, confirms his reproaches. 1 .. v. 
p. 305. 

and 
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and the dulnefs of his mind, was furnamed the 
Ajax of the Eaft, had deferred his original trade . ^ 

of a woolcomber, to exercife, with much lefs 
fkill and fuccefs, the military profcflion : and his 
uncertain operations were capricioudy framed and 
executed, with an ignorance of real difficulties, 
and a timorous neglect of every favourable op- 
portunity. The raffinefs of the Oftrogoths had 
drawn them into a difadvantageous pofition be- 
tween the rivers Melas and Eurymedon, where 
they were almoll befieged by the peafants of 
Pamphylia j but the arrival of an Imperial army, 
inftead of completing their deftrudion, afforded 
the means of fafety and victory. Tribigild fur- 
prifed the unguarded camp of the Romans, in 
the darknefs of the night ; feduced the faith of 
the greater part of the Barbarian auxiliaries, and 
difllpated, without much effort, the troops, which 
had been corrupted by the relaxation of difeipline, 
and the luxury of the capital. The difeontent of 
Gainas, who had fo boldly contrived and exe- 
cuted the death of Rufinus, was irritated by the 
fortune of his unworthy fucceffor; he accufed his 
own diffionourable patience under the fervile 
reign of an eunuch j and the ambitious Goth was 
convicted, at leaft in the public opinion, of 
fecretly fomenting the revolt of Tribigtld, with 
whom he was connected by a domeftic, as well 
as by a national, alliance*’. When Gainas palT- 

*7 The cinfpiracy of Galnas and TribIgild, which' fs attefted by 
the Greek hiftorian, bad not reached the ears of Clandian, \\^o at- 
tributes the revolt of the Oitrogotha to his own wiirtiV fpirit, and the 
advice of his wife, 

C c 3 . ed 
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^xxxif Hellefpont, to iihitc under his ftandarJ 

^ the remains of the Afiatic troops, he fl<ilfully 

adapted his motions to the wiflies of the Oftro- 
goths ; abandoning, by his retreat, the country 
which they defired to invade j or facilitating, by 
his approach, the defertion of the Barbarian auxi- 
liaries. To the Imperial court he repeatedly 
magnified the valour, the genius, the inexhauft- 
ible refources of Tribigild j confefled his own 
inability to profecute the war; and extorted the 
permiflion of negotiating with his invincible ad- 
verfary. The conditions of peace were didbated 
by the haughty rebel and the peremptory de- 
mand of the head of Eutropius, revealed the* 
Author and the defign of this hoftile confpiracy. 
Fall of The bold fatirill, who has indulged his difeon- 
a!d!!^' 99’ partial and paflionate cenfure of the 

Chriftian empetors, violates the dignity, rather 
than the truth, of hiftory, by comparing the fort 
of Thcodofius to one of thofe harmlefs and Am- 
ple animals, who fcarcely feel that they are the 
property of their fhepherd. Two paflions, how- 
ever, fear and conjugal afFeftion, awakened the 
languid fotil of Arcadius ; he was terrified by the 
threats of a vidborious Barbarian j and he yielded 
to the tender eloquence of his wife Eudoxia, who, 
with a flood of artificial tears, prefenting her 
infant children to their father, implored his juf- 
tice for fome real or imagihary iniult, which fhe 
. imputed to the audacious eunuch The em- 


i8 This anecdote, which Philoftorghis alone has pftferved (!. ti. 
c. 6: and Gothofred. Diflertat. p. 451—456.), is carious and im- 
portant; fince it connefts the revolt of the Goths with thefecret 
intrigues of the palace. 
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peror’s hand was directed to fign the condemna- 
tion of Eutrbpilis j the magic fpell, which during 
four years had bound the prince and the people, 

•was inftantly diffolved j and the acclamations, 
that fo lately hailed the merit and fortune of the 
favourite, •were converted into the clamours of 
the foldiers and people, who reproached • his 
crimes, and prefled his immediate execution. 

In this hour of diftrefs and defpair, his only 
refuge was in the fanftuary of the church, whofe 
privileges he had wifely, or profanely, attempted 
to circumferibe ■, and the moft eloquent of the 
faints, John Chryfoftom, enjoyed the triumph of 
protefting a proftratc minifter, whofe choice had 
raifed him to the ecclefiafticai throne of Con- 
ftantinople. The archbifliop, afeending the pul- 
pit of the cathedral, that he might be diftinftly 
feen and heard by an innumerable crowd of either 
fex and of every age, pronounced a feafonable 
and pathetic difeourfe on the forgivenefs of in- 
juries, and the inftability of human greatnefs. 

The agonies of the pale and affrighted wretch, 
who lay groveling under the table of the altar, 
exhibited a folemn and inftrudive fpeftacle ; and ' 
the orator, who was afterwards accufed of in- 
fulting the misfortunes of Eutropius, laboured to 
excite the contempt, that he might affuage the 
fury, of the people The powers of humanity, 

of 

*9 See the Homily bf Chryfollbm, tom. ill. p. j8i — 386. of which 
the exordium is particularly beautiful. Socrates, 1. vi. c. 5. So- 
xomen, 1 . viii. c. 7. Montfauebn (in his Life of Chryfoftom, 
tom. xiii. p. 135.) too h:iftily fup'pbres that Tribigild was •Suatly 
' C c 4. in 
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Scx^ar* fuperftition, and of eloquence prevailed. The 
« f emprefs Eudoxia was reftrained, by her own pre- 
judices, or by thofe of her fubjefts, from violat- 
ing the fanftuary of the church •, and Eutropius 
was tempted to capitulate, by the milder arts of 
perfuafion, and by an oath, that his life Ihould 
be fpared Carelefs of the dignity of their 
fovereign, the new minifters of the palace imme- 
diately publifhed an edidl, to declare, that his 
late favourite had difgraced the names of conful 
and patrician, to abolifh his ftatues, to confif- 
cate his wealth, and to inflift a perpetual exile in 
the ifland of Cyprus ’*. A defpicable and de- 
crepid eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of 
his enemies; nor was he capable of enjoying 
what yet remained, the comforts of peace, of 
folitude, and of a happy climate. But their im- 
placable revenge flill envied him the laft moments 
of a miferable life, and Eutropius had no fooner 

in Conftantinople ; and that he commanded the foldieis who were 
ordered to feize Eutropius. Even Claudian, a Pagan poet (Prtefat. 
ad I. ii. in Eutrop. 17.), ha$ mentioned the flight of the eunuch to 
the fanfiuary. 

Suppliciterque pias humilis proflratus ad ara$ 

Mitigat iratas voce tremente nurus, 

Chryfolloin, in another homily (tom. iii. p. 386.), affefls to 
declare, that Eutropius would not have been taken, had he not de> 
felted the church, ^ofimus (1. v. p. 313.), on the contrary, pre- 
tends, that his enemies forced him (f from the 

fanftuary. Yet the promife is an evidence of fome treaty ; and the 
llrong aflurance of Claudian (Praefat. ad 1 . ii. 46.), ' ’ , - * 

Sed tamen exeinplo non feriere tuo, 
may be confidered as an evidence of fonie promife. 

3 * Cod. Theod- 1 . ix. tit. xl. leg. 14. The date^of that law 
(Jan. 17^ A. D. 399.) is erroneous and corrupt; lince the fall qf 
Eutropius could not happen till the autumn of the fame year. See 
Tillcmont, Hift. des Eropereurs, tom. v. p. 780, 

y ' , ;ouche4 
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touched the fliores of Cyprus, than he was haftily * 

recalled. The vain hope of eluding, by a change 
of place, the obligation of an oath, engaged the 
emprefs to transfer the feene of his trial and 
execution, from Conftantinople to the adjacent 
fuburb of Chalcedon. The conful Aurelian pro- 
nounced the fentencej and the motives of that 
fentence expofe the jurifprudence of a defpotic 
government. The crimes which Eutropius had 
committed againft the people, might have jufti- 
fied his death ; but he was found guilty of har- 
nefling to his chariot the /acred animals, who, 
from their breed, or colour, were referved for 
the ufe of the emperor alone 

While this domeftic revolution was tranfafted, Confpjracy 
Gainas ” openly revolted from his allegiance j 
united his forces, at Thyatira in Lydia, with A.D.400. 
thofe of Tribigild j and ftill maintained his fu- 
perior afeendant over the rebellious leader of the 
Oftrogoths. The confederate armies advanced, 
without refiftance, to the Streights of the Hellef- 
pont, and the Bofphorusj and Arcadius was in- 
Itrufted to prevent the lofs of his Afiatic domi- 
nions, by refigning his authority and his perfon 
to the faith of the Barbarians. The churirh of 
the holy martyr Euphemia, fituate on a lofty 
eminence near Chalcedon was chofen for the 

place 

J* Zolimus, l.v. p. 313. Philoftorgius, 1 . xi. e. 6. 

55 Zofimus (l.v. p. 313— 3*3-)> Socrates ( 1 . vi. c. 4.), Sozo- ,• 

men ( 1 . vili. c. 4.) and Tlieodoret ( 1 . v. c. 32, 33.), reprefent, 
though with fome various circumftances, the confpiracy, defeat, and 
death of Gainas. 

3 *. Offiat /xafrufin, is the expreffion of Zofimus himfelf 

(I. r. p. 314.), who inadvertently ufes the falhionable language of 

the 
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CHAP, blade of the interview. Gainas bowed, with re- 
. J- verence, at the feet of the emperor, \»hilft he 
required the facrifice of Aurelian and Saturninus, 
two minifters of confular rank j and their naked 
necks were expofed, by the haughty rebel, to the 
edge of the fwordi till he condefeended to grant 
them a precarious and difgraceful refpite. The 
Goths, according to the terms of the agreement, 
were immediately tranfported from Afia into 
Europe j and their viftorious chief, who accepted 
the title of mafter-general of the Roman armies, 
foon filled Conftantinople with his troops, and 
diftributed among his dependents, the honours 
and rewards of the empire. In his early youth, 
Gainas had pafled the Danube as a fuppliant, and 
a fugitive : his elevation had been the work of 
valour and fortune ; and his indifereet, or perfi- 
dious condudl, was the caufe of his rapid down- 
fal. Notwithftanding the vigorous oppofition of 
the archbifhop, he importunately claimed, for 
his Arian fedtaries, the poffeflion of a peculiar 
church } and the pride of the catholics was of- 
fended by the public toleration of herefy Every 
quarter of Conftantinople was filled with tumult 
and-diforder j and the Barbarians gazed with 

. the Chriftians. Evagrius clefcribes ( 1 . ii. e. 3.) the fituation, archi- 

tefture, relics, ar.d miracles of that celcbrat&d church, in which .thc 
general council of Chalccdon was aftewards held. 

The pious remon (trances of Chiyfoftom, which do not appear 
, in his own writings, arc ftrongly urged by Theodoret j but his in- 

fmuation, that they were fucccl'sful, ii difproved by fafls. Til- 
Ifmont (Hift. des Empercurs, tom. v. 383.) has difeovered, that 
the emperor, to fatisfy the rapacious demands of Gainas, was 
obliged to melt (he plate of the church of the Ajjoftlcs. 

fuch 
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fiich ardour on the rich (hops of the jewellers, 
and the tables of the bankers, which were c6- ■ ' 1 

vered with gold and filver, that it was judged 
prudent to remove thofe dangerous temptations 
From their fight. They relented the injurious 
precaution ; and fome alarming attempts were 
made, during the night, to attack and deftroy 
with fire the Imperial palace’®. In this Hate of July*®, 
mutual and fufpicious hoftility, the guards, and 
the people of Conftantinople, Ihut the gates, 
and rofe in arms to prevent, or to punilh, the 
confpiracy of the Goths. During the abfence of 
Gainas, his troops were furprifed and opprefled j 
fevcn thoufand Barbarians perilhed in this bloody 
malTacre. In the fury of the purfuit, the catho- 
lics uncovered the roof, and continued to throw 
down flaming logs of wood, till they over- 
whelmed their adverfaries, who had retreated to 
the church or conventicle of the Arians. Gainas 
was either innocent of the defign, or too confident 
of his fuccefs: he was aftonilhed by the intelli- 
gence, that the flower of his army had been in- i 

glorioufly deftroyed j that he himfelf was declared 
a public enemy ; and that his countryman, Fra- 
vitta, a brave and loyal confederate, had aflumed 
the management of the war by fea and land. The 
enterprifes of the rebel, againft the cities of 
Thrace, were encountered by a firm arid well- 
ordered defence : his hungry foldiers were fdon 
reduced to the grafs that grew on the margin of 

36 The ecclefiaftiial hiftoriaha, who fomelimea guide, arid fdme- 
times follow, the public opinion, mbft Confidently lafflrt, that the 
palace of Conftantinople was guarded by legions of angels; 

the 
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( CHAP, the fortifications; and Gainas, who vainly re- 

XXXII* **' ^ 

Y ^ greeted the wealth and luxury of Afia, embraced 

~ ' a defperate refolution of forcing the pafTage of 

the Hellefpont. He was deftitute of veflels ; but 
the woods of the Clwrfonefus afforded materials 
V ' for rafts, and his intrepid Barbarians did not re- 

I>«. *3- fufe to truft themfelves to the waves. But Fra- 

vitta attentively watched the progrefs of their 
undertaking. As foon as they had gained the 
middle of the ftream, the Roman gallies ”, im- 
pelled by the full force, of oars, of the current, 
and of a favourable wind, rufhed forwards in 
compafl order, and with irrcfiflible weight; and 
the Hellefpont was covered with the fragments of 
the Gothic fhipwreck. After the defirudion of 
his hopes, and the lofs of many thoufands of his 
bravell foldiers, Gainas, who could no longer 
afpire to govern, or to fubdue, the Romans, de- ' 
termined to refumc the independence of a favage 
life. A light and aiftivc body of Barbarian horfe, 
difengaged from their infantry and baggage, 

' might perform, in eight or ten days, a march of 

three hundred miles from the Hellefpont to the 
Danube ; the garrifons of that important fron- 
tier 

37 Zofimus (I, V. p. 319,) mentions thefegalHes by the name of 
, hibuTfiians^ and obferves, that they were as fwift (without cxplainin^^ 

, the dtflference between them) as the veflels with fifty oars j but that 

they wci’e far inferior in fpced to the trfremetf which had been long 
dirofed. Yet he feafonably concludes, from the teftimony of Poly- 
bius, that galiies of a dill larger fizc had been cunfliufled in the 
Ptmic wars. Since the eflablifliment of the Roman empire over the 
Mediterranean, the ufelefs art of building large fliips of war had 
probably been neglefled, and at length forgotten. 
l ] 1 38 C-hifliull (Travels, p. 61 — 63. 7*- — 7^*) proceeded from Gal- 

lipoli, through Hadiianoplc,* to the Danube, in about fifteen days. 

He 
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tier had been gradually annihilated ; the riv’cr, 
in the month of December, would be deeply C— » 
frozen; and the unbounded profpedl of Scythia 
was open to the ambition of Gainis. This de- 
fign was fecretly communicated to the nadonal 
troops, who devoted themfelves to the fortunes 
of their leader ; and before the fignal of depar- 
ture was g'iv'en, a great number of provincial 
auxiliaries, whom he fufpefled of an attachm^t • 
to their native country, were perfidibufly niaf- 
facred. The Goths advanced, by rapid marches, 
through the plains of Thrace; and they ^ere 
foon delivered from' the fear of a purfuit, by the 
vanity of Fravitta, who, inftead of extinguHhing 
the war, haftened to enjoy the popular applaufe, 
and to affume the peaceful honours of the con- - 
fulfhip. But a formidable ally appeared in amis . 
to vindicate the majefty' of the empire, and to 
guard the peace and liberty of Scythia The 
fuperior. forces of Uldin, _ king'of the Huns, op- 
pofed the, progrefs of Gainas ; an hoftile and 
ruined country prohibited his retreat ; he dis- 
dained to capitulate ; and ' after repeatedly at- 
tempting to cut his way through the ranks of the 

tie was in tile train of aii Englilh amba{Taclor, whofe Tsaggage con- 
fifted of feventy-one waggons. i Tfcat Jearned traveller has the merit 
of tracing a curious and unfrequented route. 

39 The narrative of Zofimus, who aftually leads Gainas beyond 
the Danube, muft.be coricfled. by the tettimony of Socrates, and 
Sozomen, that he was killed in Tbrau-, and by the pfecife and au- 
thentic dates of the Alexandrian, or Pafchal, Chronicle, p. 307. 

The naval viftory of the Hcllefpont is fixed to the month Apellaiusi 
the tenth of the calends of January (December 13. )V, thc_ head of 
Gainas was brought to Conftahtiriople the third of the noncs^of Ja- 
nuary (Januaiy 3.), in the month Audynoeus. 

enemy. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

enemyj he was flain, with his defperate followers, 
in the field of battle. Eleven days after the 
naval vidlqry of the Hellefpont, the head of Gai- 
i)as, the ineftimable gift of the coqt^uerqr, , was, 
received at Cpnftantinople with the moft liberal 
exprefiions of gratitude ; and the public deliver- 
ance vyas celebrated by feftivals and illuinina- 
tions. ,^The triumpjhs of Arcadius became the 
fuh^ft of epic poems j and the monarch, no 
longer opprefied, by any hoftile terrors, r.efigned 
himfelf tp t}i.e jrijJd and abfolute dominion of his 
wife, the fair and artful Eudoxia ; who has ful- 
lie4 hpr fame by." the perfecution of St. Jphi\ 
Chryfoftom. ■. u ' ] 

After th.e death of the indolent Neflan.Vis, the 
fuccelTor of Gregory Nazianzen, the church of 
Qo.oftantinople was diftra^ed by the anabition of 
riya^ candidates, whb-,were not afhajned^ toTolicit^ 
with gold or flattery, the fufirage of the people, 
or of the favourite. ' On this occafion,' Eutropius 
feems to have deviated from his ordinary maxipnsi 
and his uncorrupted judgment was determined 
only by the fuperipr merit of a ftranger,, In a 
late journey into the Eaft, he had admired the 
fermons of John, a native and prefbyter of An- 
tioch, whofe name has been diftinguifiien^ by the 
epithet of ChryfoUotn, or the Golden Mouth 

A private 


40 Eufebius Sijholafticus acquired mpeh fame by h'ls poem on the 
Gothic war, in which he h?d ferved. Near forty years afterwards, 
Ammonius recited another poem on the fame fubjeft, in the prefence 
of the emperor Theodofius. See Socrates, 1 . vi. c. 6. 

+> The fixth book of Socrates, the eighth of Sozqmen, and tlie 
fifth of Theodoret, afford curigus and authentic ' materials for the 

life 
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A private order was difpatchcd to the governor 
of Syria; and as the people might be unwilling i — y>—-> 
to refign their favourite preacher, he was tranf- 
ported, with fpecd and fecrecy, in a poft-chariot, 
from Antioch to Conftantinople. The unani- 
mous and unfolicited confent of the court, the 
clergy, and the people, ratified the choice of the 
niinifter; and, both as a faint and as an orator, 
the new archbiflrop furpafled the fanguine ex- 
pedlations of the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family, in the capital of Syria, Chryfof- 
tom had been educated, by the care of a tender 
mother, under the tuition of the moft Ikilful 
mafters. He ftudied the art of rhetoric in the 
fchool of Libanius ; and that celebrated fophift, 
who foon difcovercd the talents of his difciple, 
ingenuoufly confefled, that John would have dcr 
ferved to fucceed hipi, had he not been ftoleij 
away by the ChrilUans. His piety foon difpofecj 

life of John Chi'yfoftom. Bcfides thofe general hiHorians, I have 
taken for my guides the four principal biographers of the faint. 

1. The author of a partial and paffior.ate Vindication of the Arc|v- 
biHiop of Conftantinople, compofed in the form of a dialogue, and un- 
der the name of his zealotis partizan, Palladius, bifliopof Helenopolis 
(Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xi. p. 500 — 533.). It is inferted 
among the \yorks pf Chryfoftoin, tern. ?iii. p.. i. — 90. edit. Moivt- 
faucon. z. The moderate Erafmus (tom. iii. epift. iiiCL. p. 1331 — ■ 

1347. edit. Lugd. Bat.). His vivacity and good fenfe were his 
own ; his errors, in the uncnltivated ftate of cccleCaftical antiquity, 
were almoft inevitable. 3. The lea'rned Tillemont (Mem. Eccle- 
liaftiques, tom. xi. p. i — 405. 547 — 626, &c. SiC.); who compiles 
the lives of the faints with incredible patience, and religious accu- 
racy. He has minutely fearched the voluminous works of Chry- 
foftom himfelf. 4. Father Montfaucon ; who has perufed thofe 
works with the curious diligence of an editor, difcovercd feveral 
new homilies, and again reviewed and compofed the life of Chryfof- 
tom (Opera Cbryfoftom. tom. xiii. p, 91 — 177.}. 

5 ' him 
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him to receive the facrament of baptifm j to re- 
nounce the lucrative and honourable profeflion 
of the law j and to bury himfclf in the adjacent 
defert, where he fubdued the lulls of the flefli by 
an aullere pennance of fix years. His infirmities 
compelled him to return to the fociety of man- 
kind; and the authority of Melctius devoted his 
talents to the fervice of the church : but in the 
midft of his family, and afterwards on the archie- 
pifcopal throne, Chryfoftom ftill perfevered in 
the pradtice of the monaftic virtues. The ample 
revenues, which his predecefibrs had confumed 
in pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to the 
ellablilhment of hofpitals ; and the multitudes, 
who were fuppo'rted by his charity, preferred the 
eloquent and edifying difeourfes of their arch- 
bifhop, to the amufements of the theatre, or the 
Wircus. The monuments of that eloquence, 
^hich was admired near twenty years at Antioch 
and. Conftantinople, have been carefully pre- 
ferved ; and the pofiTeffion of near one thoufand 
iermons, or homilies, has authorifed the critics ** 

• of fuccceding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chryfoftom. They unanimoufly attri- 
bute to the Chriftian orator, the free command 
of an elegant and copious language ; the judg- 
ment to conceal the advantages which he derived 

4‘ As I am ttlmojl a ftrangcr to the voluminous fermons of Chry- 
foftom, I have given my confidence to the two moft judicious and 
uioduatc of the eccltfiaftical critics, Erafmus (tom. iii. p. 1344,1, 
and Dupin tBddiotheque Ecdefialtique, tom. iii. p. 38.): yet the 
good tafte of the former is fometimes vitiated by an excelfive love of 
antiquity; and the good fenfe of the latter is always relirained by 
prudential coididerations. 

from 
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from the knowledge of rhetoric and philofophy j ^xx:ah* 
an inexhauftible fund of metaphors and fimili- v— ' 

tudes, of ideas and images, to vary and illuftratc 
the moft familiar topics ; the happy art of en- 
gaging the pafiions in the fervice of virtue ; and 
of expofing the folly, as well as the turpitude, of 
vice, almoft with the truth and fpirit of a dra- 
matic reprefentation. 

The paftoral labours of the archbilhop of Con- HisadmU 

rt . , . , .rt niftration 

ftantinople provoked, and gradually united againlt and de- 
him, two forts of enemies j the afpiring clergy, 
who envied his fuccefs, and the obftinate Tinners, 39*— +°3' 
who were offended by his reproofs. When Chry- 
foftom thundered, from the pulpit of St. Sophia, 
againft the degeneracy of the Chriftians, his 
fhafts were fpent among the crowd, without 
wounding, or even marking, the charafter of any 
individual. When he declaimed againft the pe- 
• culiar vices of the rich, poverty might obtain a 
tranfient confolation from his invectives : but the 
guilty were ftill Iheltered by their numbers ; and 
the reproach itfelf was dignified by Tome ideas of 
fuperiority, and enjoyment. But as the pyramid 
rofe towards the fummit, it infenfibly diminiflied 
to a point ; and the magiftrates, the minifters, 

'the favourite eunuchs, the ladies of the court**. 


4 J The females of Conftantinople difttnguiftied themfelves by their 
enmity or their 'attachment to Chryfoftom. Three noble and opu- 
lent widows, Marfa, Caftricia, and Eugraphia, were the leaders of 
the perfecudon (Pallad. Dialog, tom. xiii. p. 14.). It was impof- 
fible that they Ihould forgive a preacher, who reproached their alFec- 
tation to conceal, by the ornaments of diefs, their age and uglinefs 
(Pallad. p. 27.). Olympias, by equal zeal, difplayed in a more 
pious caufe, has obtained the title of faint. See Tillemont, Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. xi. 416 — ^440. 

VoL. V. D d - the 
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xxja/ emprefs Eudoxia herfelf, had a much larger 
V — ^ fhare of guilt, to divide among a fmaller propor- 
tion of criminals. The perfonal applications of 
the audience were anticipated, or confirmed, by 
the teftimony of their own confcience j and the 
intrepid preacher aflumed the dangerous right of 
expofing both the offence, and the offender, to 
the public abhorrence. The fecret refentment of 
the court encouraged the difcontent of the clergy 
and monks of Conftantinople, who were too haf- 
tily reformed by the fervent zeal of their arch- 
bifhop. He had condemned, from the pulpit, 
the domeflic females of the clergy of Conllanti- 
nople, who, under the name of fervants, or fitters, 
afforded a perpetual occafion either of fin, or of 
fcandal. The filent and folitary afcctics, who 
had fecluded themfelves from the world, were 
intitled to the warmeft approbation of Chryfo- 
ftom j but he defpifed and ttigmatifed, as the 
difgrace of their holy profeffion, the crowd of 
degenerate monks, who, from fome unworthy 
motives of pleafure or profit, fo frequently in- 
fetted the flreets of the capital. To the voice of 
perfuafion, the archbifhop was obliged to add the 
terrors of authority ; and his ardour, in the ex- - 
ercife of ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion, was not al- 
ways exempt from paffion j nor was it always 
guided by prudence. Chryfottom was naturally 
of a choleric difpofition **. Although he ftrug- 
, . ' . gJed, 

Sozomen, and more efpecially Socrates, have defined the real 
charafler of Chryfoftom with a temperate and impartial freedom, 
very offenfive to his blind admirers. Thofe biftorians lived in the 

next 
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gled, according to the precepts of the gofpel, to 
love his private enemies, he indulged himfelf in 
the privilege of hating the enemies of God, and 
of the church j and his fentiments were fometimes 
delivered with too much energy of countenance 
and expreflion. He ftill maintained, from fome 
confidcrations of health, or abftinence, his for- 
mer habits of taking his repafts alone j and this 
inhofpitablc cuftom which his enemies imputed 
to pride, contributed, at leaft, to nourifti the 
infirmity of a morofe and unfocial humoun Se- 
parated from that familiar intercourfe, which fa- 
cilitates the knowledge and the difpatch of bu- 
finefs, he repofed an unfufpefting confidence in 
his deacon Serapion j and feldom applied his fpe- 
culative knowledge of human nature to the par- 
ticular charaflers, either of his dependents, or of 
his equals. Confeious of the purity of his inten- 
tions, and perhaps of the fuperiority of his ge- 
nius, the archbilhop of Confiantinople extended 
the jurifdidlion of the Imperial city, that he might 
enlarge the fphere of his pafloral labours ; and 
the conduct which the profane imputed to an am- 
bitious motive, appeared to Chryfofiom himfelf 

« 

next generation, when pat ty violence was abated, and had converfei 
with many perlons Intimately acquainted with the virtues and im- 
pcrfciJlior.s of the faint. 

45 Palladiiis (tom. xiii. p. 4.0, &c.) very ferioufly defends the- 
archhirtiop. i. He never tailed wine. a. 'I'he weaknefs of his fto- 
mach required a peculiar diet. 3. Eufinefs, or itudy, or devotionj 
often kept him falling till fun -fet. 4. He detefled the nolle and le- » 
vity of great dinneis. 5. He faved the eapence for the ufe of the 
poor. 6. He was apprehenfive, in a capital like Conllantinople, of 
the envy and reproach of partial invitations. 

D d 2 in 
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*xxxii* of ^ facred and indifpenfable duty. 

■l -,- _*■ In his vifitation through the Afiatic provinces, 
he depofed thirteen biihops of Lydia and Phry- 
gia ; and indifcreetly declared, that a deep cor- 
ruption of fimony and licentioufnefs had infefted 
the whole cpifcopal order**. If thofe bifhops 
were innocent, fuch a rafli and unjuft condemn- 
ation muft excite a well-grounded difcontent. 
If they were guilty, the numerous aflbciates of 
their guilt would foon difcover, that their own 
fafety depended on the ruin of the archbilhop j 
whom they ftudied to reprefent as the tyrant of 
the Eaftern church. 

Chryfo- This ecclefiaftical confpiracy was managed by 
perfecuted Theophilus*% archbiftiop of Alexandria, 'an ac- 
prefkEu™ ^od ambitious prelate, who difplayed the 
> fruits of rapine in monuments of oftentation. 

■.4°3- national diflike to the riling greatnefs of a 
city, which degraded him from the fecond, to 
the third, rank, in the Chriftian world, was ex- 
afperated by fome perfonal difputes with Chry- 
foftom himfclf**. By the private invitation of 
the emprefs, Theophilus landed at Conftantino- 
ple, with a ftout body of Egyptian mariners, to 

4 ® Chiyfoftom .declares his free opinion (tom. ix. hom. iii. in Aft. 
Apoftol. p. 29. )> tliat the number of biftiops, who might be faved, 
bore a very fmall proportion to thofe who would be damned. 

47 See Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclef. tom, xi. p. 441— 500. 

4 ” I have purpofely omitted the controverfy which arofe among 
the monks of Egypt, concerning Origenifin and Antropomorphifm : 
the difllmulation and violence of Theophilus ; his artful manage* 
ment of the fimplicity of Epiphanitis ; the perfecution and flight of 
the long, or tall, brothers} the ambiguous fupport which they re- 
ceived at Conftantinople from Cliryfollom, S:c, Sec, 

encounter 
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encounter the populace ; and a train of depend- 
ent bifhops, to fecure, by their voices, the ma- v— ' 

jority of a fynod. The fynod*® was convened in 
the fuburb of Chalcedon, furnamed the Oak, 
where Rufinus had ereded a (lately church and 
monaftery ; and their proceedings were continued 
during fourteen days, or fefTions. A bilhop and 
a deacon accufed the archbifhop of Conftantino- 
ple; but the frivolous or improbable nature of 
the forty-feven articles which they prefented 
againft him, may juftly be confidered as a fair 
and unexceptionable panegyric. Four fuccelTive 
fummons were fignified to Chryfoftom ; but he 
ftill refufed to truft either his perfon, or his re- 
putation, in the hands of his implacable enemies, 
who prudently declining the examination of any 
particular charges, condemned his contumacious 
difobedience, and haftily pronounced a fentence 
of depofition. The fynod of the Oak immediately 
addrefled the emperor to ratify and execute their 
judgment, and charitably infinuated, that the 
penalties of treafon might be inflidied on the au- 
dacious preacher, who had reviled, under the 
name of Jezabel, the emprefs Eudoxia herfelf. 

The archbilhop was rudely arrefted, and con- 
duced through the city, by one of the Imperial 
mcffengers, who landed him, after a Ihort navi- 
gation, .near ‘the entrance of the Euxinej from 

t * 

49 Photius (p. 53 — 60.) has prafeiTcd the original afts of the 
fynod of the Oak. ; which deftroy the falfe aflertion, that Chryfoftom 
was condemned by no more than thirty-fix biftiops, of whom 
twenty-nine were Egyptians. Forty-five bifhops fubfcribed his fen- 
tence. See Tillemont, Mem.Ecclef. tom. xi. p. 595. 

D d 3 whence. 
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^^xxxif" before the expiration of two days, he 

— I was glorioufly recalled. 

Popular The firft aftonifhment of his faithful people had 

Conftanti- been mute and pafTive : they fuddenly rofe with 
unanimous and irrefiftible fury. Theophilus 
cfcaped j but the promifeuous crowd of monks 
and Egyptian mariners was flaughtered without 
pity in the ftreets of Conftantinople A fea- 
fonable earthquake juftified the interpofition of 
heaven j the torrent of fedition rolled forwards tp 
the gates of the palace and the emprefs, agitated 
by fear, or remorfe, threw herfelf at the feet of 
Arcadius, and confefled, that the public fafety 
could be purchafed only by the reftoration of 
Chryfoftom. The Bofphorus was covered with 
innumerable veffels; the Ihores of Europe and 
Afia were profufely illuminated j and the acpla- 
tnations of a vidtorious people accompanied, from 
the port to the cathedral, the triumph of the 
archbifhop j who, too eafily, confented to refume 
the exercife of his fundlions, before his fentence 
had been legally reverfed by the authority of an 
ecclefiaftical fynod. Ignorant, or carelefs, of 
the impending danger, Chryfoilom indulged his 
zeal, or perhaps his refentment ; declaimed with 
peculiar afperity againlt female vices j and con- 

5° Palladius oviT' (p. JO.), that if the people of Conftantinople 
liad found Theophilus, they would certainly have throwli him into 
the lea. Socrates mentions (1. vi. c. 17 .) a battle between the mob 
and the failors of Alexandria, in which many wounds were given, 
and feme lives were loft. The inafiacre of the monks is obferved 
. only by the Pagan Zofimus (1. v. p. 3 z+.), vvho acknowledges that 
Chrv'foftom had a fingular talent to lead the iiliteiate multitude, e, 

demned 
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demned the profane honours which were addrefled, 
almoft in the precinfts of St. Sophia, to the ftatue '« — v— ' 
of the emprefs. His imprudence tempted his 
enemies to inflame the haughty fpirit of Eudoxia, 
by reporting, or perhaps inventing, the famous 
exordium of a fermon, “ Herodias is again fu- 
** rious j Herodias again dances j fhe once more 

requires the head of John an infolent allu- 
fion, which, as a woman and a fovereign, it 
was impolTible for her to forgive’*. The fhorc 
interval of a perfidious truce v/as employed to 
concert more efFeftual meafures for the difgrace 
and ruin of the archbilhop. A numerous coun- 
cil of the Eaftern prelates, who were guided from 
a diftance by the advice of Theophilus, confirmed 
the validity, without examining the juftice, of 
the former fentence ; and a detachment of Bar- 
barian troops was introduced into the city, to 
fiipprefs the emotions of the people. On the 
vigil of Eafter, the folemn adminiftration of bap- 
tifm was rudely interrupted by the foldiers, who 
alarmed the modefty of the naked catechumens, 
and violated, by their prefence, the awful myfr 
teries of the Chriftian worfhip. Arfacius occu- 
pied the church of St. Sophia, and the archiepif- 
copal throne. The catholics retreated to the 
baths of Conllantine, and afterwards to the fields : 
where they were ftill purfued and infiiked by the 

5' See Socrates, 1. vi. c. 18. Sozomen, 1. viii. c. ^o. Zofimiis 
(1, V. p. 314.. 327-) mentions, in general terms, his inveiUves 
againft Eudoxia. The homily, which begins with thofe famous 
words, is rejefled as fpurious. Montfaucon, tom. xiii. p. 151. 

Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xi. p. 603. 

D d 4 guards. 
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Exile of 
Chryfol- 
tom. 


Scxjai^ guards, the bifhops, and the n~.agiftrates. The 
fatal day of the fecond and final exile of Chry- 
foftom was marked by the conflagration of the 
cathedral, of the fenate-houfe, and of the adja- 
cent buildings ; and this calamity was imputed, 
without proof, but not without probability, to 
the defpair of a perfecuted faction 

Cicero might claim fome merit, if his volun- 
tary banilhment preferved the peace of the re- 
20°^’ fubmifilon of Chryfoftom was 

the indifpenfable duty of a Chriftian and a fub- 
jeft. Inftead of liftening to his humble prayer, 
that he might be permitted to refide at Cyzicus, 
or Nicofnedia, the inflexible emprefs afllgnedfor 
his exile the remote and defolate town of Cucufus, 
amon^g the ridges of Mount Taurus, in the Lefler 
Armenia. A fecret hope was entertained, that 
the archbifhop might perifh in a difficult and 
dangerous march of feventy days in the heat of 
fummer, through the provinces of Afia Minor, 
where he was continually threatened by the hof- 
tile attacks of the Ifaurians, and the more im- 
placable fury of the monks. Yet Chryfoftom 
arrived in fafety at the place of his confinement j 
and the three years, which he fpent at Cucufus, 
and the neighbouring town. of ArabifTus, were 
the laft and moft glorious of his life. His cha- 
rader was confecrated by abfence and perfecu- 

S» We might naturally expeft fuch a charge from Zofimus ( 1 . v, 
p. 327.) j but it is remarkable enough, that it ftiould be confirmed 
by Socrates, 1 . vi. c. 18. and the Pafchal Chronicle, p. 307,, 

5! He dilplays thofe fpecious motives (Poll Reditum, c, 13, 14,) 
in the language of an orator and a politician. 

3 tion j 
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tion j the faults of his adminiftration were no 
longer remembered ; but every tongue repeated 
the praifes of his genius and virtue : and the re- 
fpedful attention of the Chriftian world was 
fixed on a defert fpot among the mountains of 
Taurus. From that folitude, the archbiihop, 
whofe aftive mind was invigorated by misfor- 
tunes, maintained a ftridt and frequent corre- 
fpondence with the moftdiftant provinces j ex- 
horted the feparate congregation of his faithful 
adherents to perfevere in their allegiance ; urged 
the deftruftion of the temples of Phcenicia, and 
the extirpation of herefy in the ifle of Cyprus j 
extended his paftoral care to the miffions of Perfia 
and Scythia i negociated, by his ambafladors, 
with the Roman pontiff, and the emperor Hono- 
rius J and boldly appealed, from a partial fynod, 
to the fupreme tribunal of a free and general 
council. The mind of the illuftrious exile was 
ftill independent ; but his captive body was ex- 
pofed to the revenge of the opprelfors, who con- 
tinued to abufe the name and authority of Arca- 
dius”. An order was difpatched for the inftant 

removal 


CHAP. 

XXXII. 


Two hundred and forty-two of the epiftles of Chryfoftoni are 
ftill extant (Opera, tom. iii. p. 518 — 736.). They are addreffed to 
a great variety of perfons, and fliew a firmnefs of mind, much 
fuperior to that of Cicero in his exile. The fourteenth epilUe con- 
tains a curious narrative of the dangers of his journey. 

rj After the exile of Chfyfoftom, Theophilus publifhed an rncr- 
meui and horrible volume againft him, in which he perpetually repeats 
the polite exprelllons of hoftem humanitatis, facrilegorum principem, 
immundum dxmonem ; he affirms, that John Chryfoftom had deli- 
vered his foul to be adulterated by the devil ; and wilhes that fome 
farther punilhment, adequate (if poffible) to the magnitude of his 
crimes, may be infli^ed on him. St. Jerom, at the requeft of his 

friend 
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CHAP, removal of Chryfpftom to the extreme defert of 
^ , Pityus i and his guards fo faithfully obeyed their 

cruel inftrudbions, that, before he reached the 
His death, fea-coaft of the Euxine, he expired at Comana, 

Pontus, in the fixtieth year of his age. The 
fuccceding generation acknowledged his inno- 
cence and merit. The archbifliops of the Eaft, 
who might blufh, that their predecclTors had been 
the enemies of Chryfoftom, were gradually dif- 
pofed, by the firmnefs of the Roman pontiff, to 
reftore the honours of that venerable name**. 
At the pious felicitation of the clergy and people 
of Conftantinople, his relics, thirty years after 
His relics his death, were tranfported from their obfeure 
ed to Con- ftpulchrc to the royal city ”, The emperor 
ftantino- Thcodofius advanced to receive them as far as 
a!’d. 43E, Chalcedon; and, falling proftrate on the coffin, 
Jan. 27. implored, in the name of his guilty parents, Ar- 
cadius and Eudoxia,, the forgivenefs of the in-*^ 
jured faint’*. 

friend Theopliilus, tranflated this edifying performance from Greek 
into Latin. See Facundus Hermian. Defenf. pro iii Capitul. 1 . vi. 
c. j. publifhed by Sirmond. Opera, tom. ii. p. 595, 596, 597. 

56 His name was infected by his fiiccelToi Atticus in the Dyptics 
of the church of Conftantinople, A. D. 418. Ten years afterwards 
he was revered as a faint. Cyril, who inherited the place, and the 
pafiions, of his uncle Theophilus, yielded with much reluflance. 
See Facund. Hermian. 1 . iv. c. i. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. 
xiv. p. 277 — 283. 

57 Socrates, 1 . vii. c. 45. Thcodoret, 1 . v.^c. 36. This event 
reconciled the Joannites, who had hitherto refiifed to acknowledge 
his fuccelfors. During his lifetime, the Joannites were refpefled by 
the catholics, as the true and y thodox cominunioti of Conftantino- 
pie. 'Iheii obftinacy gi adually drove them to the brink of fchifm. 

5 * According to foms accounts (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 
438. N°9, 10.), the emperor was forced lo fend a letter of invita- 
tion and cxcufcs, before the body of the ceremonious faint could be 
moved from Comana. 

Yet 
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Yet a reafonable doubt may be entertained, 
whether any ftain of hereditary guilt could be 
derived from Arcadius to his fucceflbr. Eudoxia 
was a young and beautiful woman, who indulged 
her paflions, and defpifed her hulband : Count 
John enjoyed, at leaft, the familiar confidence 
of the emprefs ; and the ^jublic named him as 
the real father of Theodofius the younger The 
birth of a fon was accepted, however, by the 
pious hufband, as an event the mod fortunate 
and honourable to himfelf, to his family, and to 
the eaftern world : and the royal infant, by an 
unprecedented favour, was invefted with the titles 
of Ciefar and Auguftus. In lefs than four years 
afterwards, Eudoxia,. in the bloom of youth, 
was deftroyed by the confequenccs of a mifear- 
riage ; and this untimely death confounded the 
prophecy of a holy bifhop who, amidft the 
univerfal joy, had ventured to foretel, that Ihe 
fhould behold the long and aufpicious reign of 
her glorious fon. The catholics applauded the 
juftice of heaven, which avenged the pcrfecution 
of St. Chryfoftom j and perhaps the emperor was 

59 Zofirmis, I. v, p. 315. The chnfHty of an emprefs (hould not 
be impeached without producing a witnefs ; but it is aftoniihing, 
that the witnefs (hmild write and live under a prince, whofo legiti- 
macy he dared to attack. We imift fuppofc that his hiftor}' was a 
party libel, privately read and circulated by the Pagans. Tillc- 
mont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 782.) is not averfe to brand 
the reputation of Eudoxia. 

Porphyry of Gaza. His zeal was tranfported by the order 
which he had obtained for the deftruftion of eight Pagan temples of 
that city. See the curious details of his life (Baronius, A. D. 4.01. 
N° 17 — 51.) originally written in Greek, or perhaps in Syriac, by 
a monk, one of his favourite deacons. 

the 
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The death 
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gerd, the Perfian monarch. Inftcad of tempting 
the allegiance of an ambitious fubjeft, by the 
participation of fupreme power, he boldly ap- 
pealed to the magnanimity of a king; and placed, 
by a folemn teftamcnt, the fceptre of the Eaft in 
the hands of Jezdegerd himfelf. The royal guar- 
dian •accepted and difcharged this honourable 
truft with unexampled fidelity ; and the infancy 
of Theodoflus was protedled by the arms and 
councils of Perfia. Such is the Angular narrative 
of Procopius ; and his veracity is not difputed by 
Agathias while he prefumes to diflbnt from 
his judgment, and to arraign the wifdom of a 
Chriftian emperor, who, fo raflily, though fo 
fortunately, committed his fon and his dominions 
to the unknown faith of a ftranger, a rival, and 
a heathen. At the diftance of one hundred and 
fifty years, this political queftion might be de- 
bated in the court of Juftinian ; but a prudent 
hiftorian will refufe to examine the propriety, till 
he has afcertained the truth, of the teftamcnt of 
Arcadius. As it ftands without a parallel in the 
hiftory of the world, we may juftly require, that 
it Ihould be attefted by the pofitive and unani- 
mous evidence of contemporaries. The ftrangc 
novelty of the event, which excites our diftruft, 
muft have attracted their notice ; and their uni- 

*♦ Agathias, 1 . iv. p. 156, 137. Although he confefles the pre- 
valence of the tradition, he aflerts, that Procopius was the tirft who^ 
had committed it to writing. Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. vl: p. 597.) argues very fenGbly on the merits of this fable. 
His criticifm was not warped by any ecclefiaftieal authority : both 
Procopius and Agathias are half Pagans. 

verfal 
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CHAP, verfal filcnce annihilates the vain tradition of the? 

XXXII. ^ 

i_ « Succeeding age. 

Adminif- The maxims of Roman jurisprudence, if they 
could fairly be transferred from private property 
mius, J.Q public dominion, would have adjudged to the 
408-415. emperor Honorius the guardianlhip of his nephew, 
till he had attained, at Icaft, the fourteenth year 
of his age. But the weaknefs of Honorius, and 
the calamities of his reign, disqualified him from 
profecuting this natural claim j and Such was the 
absolute Separation of the two monarchies, both 
in intereft and afFeftion,that Conftantinople would 
have obeyed, with lefs reluftance, the orders of 
the PerSian, than thoSe of the Italian, court. 
Under a prince, whoSe weakneSs is diSguiSed by 
the external Signs of manhood and discretion, the 
moft worthless favourites may Secretly difputc the 
empire of the palace j and di(fbate to fubmiffive 
provinces, the commands of a mafter, whom they 
direft and defpife. But the minifters of a child, 
who is incapable of arming them with the Sanc- 
tion of the royal name, mull acquire and exercife 
an independent authority. The great officers of 
the ftate and army, who had been appointed be- 
fore the death of Arcadius, formed an arifio- 
cracy, which might have infpired them with the 
idea of a free republic; and the government of 
the eaftern empire was fortunately aflumed by the 
prasfedl Anthemius who obtained, by his Su- 
perior 

Socraics, l.vli. c. i. Anthemius was the grandfon of Philip, 
one of the minifteis of Conlhntius, and the grandfather of the em- 
peror Anthemius. After his return from the Perfian erabalTy, he 
, was 
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perior abilities, a lading afcendant over the minds ^ H a’p, 
* , xxxn, 

of his equals. The fafety of the young emperor . ^ - 1 

proved the merit and integrity of Anthemius j 
and his prudent firmnefs fuftained the force and 
reputation of an infant reign, Uldin, with a 
formidable hoft of Barbarians, was encamped in 
the heart of Thrace: he proudly rejefted all terms 
of accommodation ; and, pointing to the rifing 
fun, declared to the Roman ambafladors, that 
the courfe of that planet Ihould alone terminate 
the conquefts of the Huns. But the defertion of 
his confederates, who were privately convinced 
of the juftice and liberality of the Imperial mi- 
niders, obliged Uldin to repafs the Danube : the 
tribe of the Scyrri, which compofed his rear- 
guard, was almod extirpated ; and many thou- 
fand captives were difperfed, to cultivate, with 
fervile labour, the fields of Ada ‘®. In the midd: 
of the public triumph, Condantinople was pro- 
teded by a drong inclofure of new and more 
extenfive walls j the fame vigilant care was ap- 
plied to redore the fortifications of the Illyrian 
cities : and a plan was judicioufly conceived, 
which, in the fpace of feven years, would have 
fecured the command of the Danube, by eda- 
blidiing on that river a perpetual fleet of two 
hundred and fifty armed veflels 

was appointed conful and Prxtorian prsefefl of the Eaft, In the year 
405 ; and held the prsefefture about ten years. See his honours and 
praifes in Godefroy, Cod. Theod. tom. vi. p. J50. Tilleinont, 

Hift. des Emp. tom. vi. p. i, &c. 

66 Sozomen, I. ix. c. 5. He faw fome Scyrri at work near 
Mount Olympus, in Bithynia, and cherilhed the vain hope that thofe 
captives were the laft of the nation. 

Cod. Theod. 1 . vii. tit. xrii. f. xv. tit. i. leg. 4.9. 

But 
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CHAP. But the Romans had fo long been accuftomed 
. - - to the authority of a monarch, that the firft, 
among the females, of the Imperial family, 
niftration who difplayed any courage or capacity, was per- 
ria, ' * mitted to afcend the vacant throne of Theodo- 
fius. His fifter Pulcheria who was only two 
years older than himfelf, received, at the age of 
fixteen, the title of Augujla and though her fa- 
' vour might be fometimes clouded by caprice or 

intrigue, Ihe continued to govern the Eaftern 
empire near forty years ; during the long mino- 
rity of her brother, and after his death, in her 
own name, and in the name of Marcian, her no- 
minal hulband. From a motive, either of pru- 
dence, or religion, fhe embraced a life of celi- 
bacy; and notwithftanding fome afperfions on 
the chaftity of Pulcheria*®, this refolution, which 
Ihe communicated to her fillers Arcadia and 
Marina, was celebrated by the Chriftian world, 
as the fublime efibrtof heroic piety. In the pre- 
fence of the clergy and people, the three daugh- 
ters of Arcadius dedicated their virginity to 
God ; and the obligation of their folemn vow 


Sozomen has filled three chapters with a magnificent panegyric 
of Pulcheria ( 1 . ix. c. i, 2, 3.) ; ami Tillemont (Memoires Ecclef. 
tom. XV. p. 171 — 184.) has dedicated a I'eparate article to the honour 
of St. Pulcheria, virgin, andempreft. 

69 Suidas (Excerpta, p. 68. in Script. Byzant.) pretends, on the 
credit of the Neftorians, that Pulcheria was exafperated againft 
their founder, becaufe he cenfured her connexion with the beauti- 
ful Paulinus, and her inceft with her brother Theodofius. 

75 See Ducangc, Famil. Byzantin. p. 70. Flaccilla, the eldeft 
daughter, cither died before Arcadius, or, if fie lived till the year 
431 (Marcellin. Chron.), fome dcfe6l of mind or body mull have 
excluded her from the honours of her rank. 

was 
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was infcribed on a tablet of gold and gems j which 
they publicly offered in the great church of Con- 
ftantinople. Their palace was converted into a 
monaffery j and all males, except the guides of 
their confcicnce, the faints who had forgotten 
the di{tin6tion of fexes, were fcrupuloufly ex- 
cluded from the holy threfhold. Pulcheria, her 
two fifters, and a chofen train of favourite dam- 
fcls, formed a religious community : they re- 
nounced the vanity of drefs ; interrupted, by fre- 
quent fafts, their Ample and frugal diet ; allotted 
a portion of their time to works of embroidery } 
and devoted fevcral hours of the day and night 
to the exercifes of prayer and pfalmody. The 
piety of a Chriftian virgin was adorned by the 
zeal and liberality of an emprefs. Ecclefiaflical 
hiftory deferibes the fplendid churches, which 
were built at the expence of Pulcheria, in all the 
provinces of the Eaft ; her charitable foundations 
for the benefit of ftrangers and the poorj the 
ample donations which Ihe afiigned for the per- 
petual maintenance of monaftic focietiesj and 
the aftive feverity with which Ihe laboured to 
iupprefs the oppofite herefies of Neftorius and 
Eutyches. Such .virtues .were fuppofed to deferve 
the peculiar favour of the Deity j and the relics 
of martyrs, as well as'' the knowledge of future 
events, were communicated in vifions and reve- 
lations to, the Imperial faint Yet the devotion 

> of 

7* She was admonifhed, by repeated dreams, of the place where 
the relics of the forty martyrs.had 'been buried. The ground had 
t'uccfflivcly belong'ed to the houfe and garden of a woman of Con- 

VoL. V, E e ftantinople. 
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of Pulcheria never diverted her indefatigable at- 
) tention from temporal affairs ; and (he alone, 
among all the defcendants of the great Theodo- 
fius, appears to have inherited any fhare of his 
manly fpirit and abilities. The elegant and fa- 
miliar ufe which Hie had acquired, both of the 
Greek and Latin languages, was readily, applied 
to the various occafions of fpeaking, or writing, 
on public bufinefs: her deliberations were ma- 
turely weighed} her adions were prompt and de- 
cifive} and, while fhe moved without noife or 
oftentation the wheel of government, fhe dif- 
. creetly attributed to the genius of the emperor, 
the long tranquillity of his reign. In the laft 
years of his peaceful life, Europe was indeed-^(7 
fliifted by the arms of Attilaj but the more cx- 
tenfive provinces of Afia ftill continued tq^njoy 
a profound and permanent repofe. Theodofiqs 
" the younger was never reduced to the diigracefui 
neceflity of encountering and punifhing a.rdjcjr 
lious fubje<£t : and fince we cannot applaud , the 
vigour, fome praife may be due to the mildnefs, 
and profperity, of the adminiftration ofiPul- 
, cheria. .. ^ 

fnd'cha” Roman world was deeply interefted in the 

raaer of education of its hnafter. . A regular courfc of 
Cus the ftudy and exercife was judicioufly inftituted j of 

younger. _ ^ 

ftantinople, to a monallery of Macedonian monks, and to a churcii 
of St. Thyrfus, erefted by Caefarius", who was conful A. D. 397 } 
and the memory of the relics was almoft obliterated, Notwithftand- 
ing* the charitable wiflies of Dr. Jortiii (Remarks, tom. ie. p. 434. 
it is not eafy to acquit Pulcheria of fome lhare in the pibut fraud 'j 
which mud have been tranfafted, when the was more than Hve-aod- 
thirty years of age. 

3 • 
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the military cxercifes of riding, and fiiooting 
with the bowj of the liberal ftudies of grammar, < — 
rhetoric, and philofophy : the moft fkilful mafters 
of the Eaft ambitioufly folicited the attention of 
their royal pupil j and feveral noble youths were 
introduced into the palace, to animate his dili- 
gence by the emulation of friendlhip. Pulcheria 
alone difeharged the important talk of inftrudling 
her brother in the arts of government; but her 
precepts may countenance fome fufpicion of the ‘ 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her in- 
tentions. She taught him to maintain a grave 
and majeftic deportment; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to feat himfelf on his throne, in a manner 
worthy of a great prince ; to abftain from laugh- 
ter ; to liften with condefeenfion ; to return fuit- 
able anfwcrs ; to aflume, by turns, a ferious or 
a' placid countenance; in a word, to reprefent 
with grace and dignity the external figure ,of a 
Roman emperor. But Theodofius was never 
excited to fupport the weight and glory of an il- 
luftrious name; and, inftead of afpiring to imi- 
tate his anceftors, he degenerated (if we may 

7 * There i* a remarkable difference between the two eccIcGalHcal 
biftorians, who in general bear fo clofe a refeniblance. Sozomen 
( 1 . ix. c. I.) aferibes to Pulcheria the government of the empire, 
and the education of her brother ; whom he fcarcely condefeends to 
praife. Socrates, though he affeifedly difclaims all hopes of favour 
or fame, compofes an elaborate panegyric, on the emperor, and cau- 
tioufly fuppreffes the merits of his filler ( 1 . vii. c. 22. 4.2.). Philo- 
llorgius ( 1 . xii. c. 7.) exprefles the influence of Pulcheria In gentle 
and courtly language, Tocfl*^iA.ic<*c e-ijwiiMvn; ««i hii/Sau/d-ti- 

Suidas (Exceipt. p. 53.) gives a true chaiaftcr of Theodofius ; and 
I have followed the example of Tillcmont (tom. vi. 
rowing fome ftrokes from the modem Greeks. 

E e a ‘ prefumc 
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c H A P* prefume to meafure the degrees of incapacity) 

. below the wcaknefs of his father .and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Honorius had been affided by the 
guardian care of a parent, whofe leflbns were en- 
forced by his authority, and example. But the 
^ unfortunate prince, who is born in the purple, 
muft remain a ftranger to the voice of truth j 
and the fon of Arcadius was condemned to pafs 
his perpetual infancy, encompafled only by a fcr- 
’ , vile train of women and eunuchs. The ample 
leifure, which he acquired by neglefling the cf- 
fential duties of his high office, was filled by idle 
amufements, and unprofitable ftudics. Hunting 
/ was the only adlive purfuit that could tempt him 
beyond the limits of the palace •, but he moft 
affiduoufly laboured, fometimes by the light of a 
midnight lamp, in the mechanic occupations of 
painting 'and carving; and the elegance with 
which he tranfcribed religious books, entitled 
the Roman emperor to the fingular epithet of 
CalligrapbeSi or a fair writer. Separated from 
the world by an impenetrable veil, Theodofius 
trufted the pcrfons whom he loved; he loved 
thofe who were accufiomed to amufe and Batter 
his indolence ; and as he* never perufed the pa- 
pers that were prcfented for the joyal fignaturc, 
the afts, of injuftice the moft repugnant to his 
charafter, were frequently perpetrated in his 
name. The emperor himfelf was chafte, tem- 
perate, liberal, and merciful ; but thefe qua- 
lities, which can only deferve the name of vir- 
tues, when they arc fupported by courage, and 

regulated 
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regulated by difcretion, were feldom beneficial, 
and they fometimes proved mifehievous, toman- 
kind. His mind, enervated by a royal educa- 
tion, was opprefled, and degraded, by abjedt 
fuperflition : he fafied, he fung pfalms, he blindly 
accepted the miracles and dodrines, with which 
his faith was continually nouriftied. Theodo- 
fius devoutly worfliipped. the dead and living 
faints of the Catholic church ; and he once re- 
fufed to cat, till an infolent monk, who had caft 
an excommunication on his fovereign, conde- 
feended to heal the fpiritual wound which he had 
inflided 

The ftory of a fair and virtuous maiden, ex- 
alted from a private condition to the Imperial 
throne, might be deemed an incredible romance, 
if fuch a romance had not been verified in the 
marriage of Theodofius. The celebrated Athc- 
nais was educated by her father Leontius in the 
religion and fciences of the Greeks; and fo ad- 
vantageous was the opinion which the Athenian 
philolopher entertained of his contemporaries, 

75 Theodoret, 1 . v. ,c. 37. The bifliop of Cyrrhus, one of the 
firlt men of his age for his learniag and piety, applauds the obedience 
of Theodofius to the divine laws. 

7 + Socrates ( 1 . vii. c. ai.) mentions her name (Athenais, the 
daughter of Leontius, an Athenian fophili), her baptiCn, nianiage, 
and poetical genius. The moft ancient account of her hiftory is in 
John Malala (part ii. p. 20, at. edit. Venct. 1743), and in the 
Pafchal Chronicle (p. 311, 312.). T hofe authors had probably 
feen original piftures of the empiefs Eudocia. The modern Grechs, 
Zonaras, Cedrenus, Sec. have difplaycd the love, rather than the 
talent, of hflion. From Niccphorlis, indeed, I have ventured to 
all'ume her age. The writer of a rontance would not have iBugmiJ, 
that Athenais was near twenty-eight years old when ftie inflamed 
the htfart of a young emperor. 
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that he divided his patrimony between his two 
fons, bequeathing to his daughter a fmall legacy 
of one hundred pieces of gold, in the lively con- 
fidence that her beauty and meric would be a 
fufficient portion. The jealoufy and avarice of 
her brothers foon compelled Athenais to feek. a 
refuge at Conftantinople j and, with fome hopes, 
either of juftice, or favour, to throw herfelf at 
the feet of Pulci»eria.‘ That fagacious princels 
liftened to her eloquent complaint j and fecrctly 
deftined the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
for the future wife of the emperor of the Eaft, 
who had now attained the twentieth year of his 
age. She eafily excited the curiofity of her bro- 
ther, by an interefting pifture of the chanins of 
Athenais; large eyes, a .well-proportioned nofe, 
a fair complexion, golden locks, a flender perfon, 
a graceful demeanour, an underftanding improv- 
ed by ftudy, and a virtue tried by diftrefs. 
Theodofius, concealed behind a curtain in the 
apartment of his filler, was permitted to behold 
the Athenian virgin : the modeft youth imme- 
diately declared his pure and honourable love; 
and the royal ni»ptials were celebrated amidll the 
acclamations of the capital and the provinces. 
Athenais, who was eafily perfuaded to renounce 
the errors of Paganil'm, received at her baptifm 
the Chriftian name of Eudocia; but the cautious 
Pulcheria withheld the title of Augufta, till the 
wife of Theodofius had approved her fruitfulnefs 
by the birth of a daughter, who efpoufed, fifteen 
years afterwards, the emperor of the Weft. The 

brothers 
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brothers of Eudocia obeyed, with fome anxiety, 
her Imperial fummons ; but, as Ihe could eafily 
forgive their fortunate unkindnefs, (he indulged 
the tcndernefs, or perhaps the vanity, of a filler, 
by promoting them to the rank of confuls and 
prxfefts. In the luxury of the palace, flie ftill 
cultivated thofe ingenious ’arts, which had con-* 
tributed to her greatnefs ; and wifely dedicated 
her talents to the honour of religion, and of her 
hufband. Eudocia compofed a poetical parai* 
phrafc of the firft eight books of the Old Tefta- 
mcnt, and of the prophecies of Daniel and Za- 
chariah'j a cento of the verfes of Homer, appli- 
ed to the life and miracles of Chrift, the legend 
of St. Cyprian, and a panegyric on the Perfian 
victories of Theodofius ; and her writings, which 
were applauded by a fcrvile and fuperftitious age, .. 
have not been difdained by the candour of tm* 

‘ partial criticifm The fondriefs of the emperor 
was not abated by time and polTdfion j and Eu- 
docia, after the marriage of her daughter, was ' 
permitted to difcharge her grateful vows by a fo- 
lemn pilgrimage to Jerufalem. Her oftcntatious 
progrcfs through the Esft may feem inconfiftent 
with the fpirit of Chrillian humility : flic pro- 
nounced, from a throne of gold and - gems, an 

7» Socrates, 1 . vit. c. »i. Photius, p. 413 — 410. The Homeric 
cento is ftill extant, and has been repeatedly printed; but the claim 
of Eudotia to that infipid performance is dilputed by the critics. 
See Fabricius, BJblioth. Grxe. tom. i. p« 357* The loma, a mif- 
cellaneous difUonary of biftory and fable, was compiled by another 
eroprefs of the name of Eudocia, who lived in the eleventh century ; 
and the work it ftill extant io tnanufeript. . * 
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^xxxn oration to the fenate of Antioch, declar- 

cd her royal intention of enlarging the walls of 
the city, bellowed a donative of two hundred 
pounds of gold to reftore the public baths, and 
accepted the ftatues, which were decreed by the 
gratitude of Antioch. In the Holy Land, her 
alms and pious foundations exceeded the muni- 
ficence of the great Helena j and though the 
public treafure might be impoveriflied by this 
cxceflive liberality, Ihe enjoyed the confcibus 
fatisfaflion of returning to Conftantinople with 
the chains of St. Peter, the right arm of St. Ste- 
phen, and an undoubted pidure of the Virgin, 
painted by St. Luke But this pilgrimage was 
~ the fatal term of the glories of Eudocia. Satiat- 
ed with empty pomp, and unmindful, perhaps, 
of her obligations to Pulchcria, flie ambitioufly 
afpircd to the government of the Eaftcrn empire ; 
the palace was diftraftcd by female difcord •, but, 
the viftory was at laft decided, by the fuperior 
afccndant of the filler of Theodofius. The exe- 
cution of Paulinus, mailer pf the offices, and 
the difgrace of Cyrus, Prsetori^n praefedl of* the 
Baft, convinced the public, that the favour of ' 
, Eudocia was infufficient to prote(5l her moll faith- 
ful friends i and the uncommon beauty of Pauli- 
. ^ nus encouraged the fecret rumour, that his guilt 
was that of. a fuccefsful lover As foon as the 

emprefs 

a « 

Baronius (Anna]. EccIcT. A. D. 439.) is copious and 
ftond s but he is acenfed of placing the lies of dilferent ages on the 
tame level of authMticity. 

77 In this Ihort view of the difgrace of Endocia, I have imitated 
the caution of Evagrius (1. i. e. ai.}, and count Marcellinus (in 

Cbron. 
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emprefs perceived that the affedion of Theodo- 
fius was irretrievably loft, flie requefted the per- ■ ^ 

million of retiring to the diftant folitude of Jeru- 
falem. She obtained her requeft j but the jea- 
loufy of Theodofius, or the vindidive fpirit of 
Pulcheria, purfued her in her laft retreat j and 
Saturninus, count of the domeftics, was direfted 
to punilh with death two ecclefiaftics, her moft 
favoured fervants. Eudocia inftantly revenged 
them by the aflafllnation of the count : the furious 
paflions, which Ihe indulged on this fufpicious 
occafion, feemed to juftify the feverity of Theo- 
doliusi and the emprefs, ignominioufly ftript of 
the honours of her rank was difgraced, per- 
haps unjuftly, in the eyes of the world* The 
remainder of the life of Eudocia, about fixteen" 
years, was fpent in exile and devotion •, and the 
approach of age, the death of Theodofius, the 
misfortunes of her only daughter, who was led a 
captive from Rome to Carthage, and the fociety 
of the Holy Monks of Paleftine, infenfibly con- 
firmed the religious temper of her mind. After 
a full experience of the vicifiitudes of human 
life, the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
expired, at Jcrufalem, in the fixty-feventh year 
of her age; protefting with her dying breath, 

Chron. A. D. 440 and 444.). The two authentic dates afligned 
by the latter, overturn a great part of the Greek fiflions ; and the 
celebrated lloiy of the &c. is fit only for the Arabian Nights, 
where fomething not very unlike it may be found. 

7 * Prifeus (in Excerpt. Legal, p. 69.), a contemporary, and a 
courtier, drily mentions her Pagan and ChrilUan names, without 
adding any title of honour or refpeff . 
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that (he had never tranfgrefled the bounds of 
innocence and friendfliip 

The gentle mind of Theodofius was never in- 
flamed by the ambition of conqueft, or military 
renown ; and the flight alarm of a Perfian war 
fcarcely interrupted the tranquillity of the Eaft. 
The motives of this war were juft and honourable. 
In the laft year of the reign of Jezdegerd, the 
fuppofed guardian of Theodofius, a bilhop, who 
afpired to the crown of martyrdom, deftroyed one 
of the fire-temples of Sufa"*. His zeal and ob- 
ftinacy were revenged on his brethren : the Magi 
excited a cruel pcrfecution } and the intolerant 
zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by his fon Vara- 
ranes, or Bahram, who foon afterwards afeended 
the throne. Some Chriftian fugitives, who 
efcaped 40 the Roman frontier, were fternly de- 
manded, and generoufly refufed j and the refufal, 
aggravated by commercial difputes, foon kindled 
a war between the rival monarchies. The moun- 
tains of Armenia, and the plains of Mefopotamia, 

79 For the rtee pilgrimages of Eudocia, and her long relidence at 
Jerufalein, her devotion, alms, &c. fee Socrates ( 1 . vii. c. 4.7.) 
and Evagrius ( 1 . i. c. so, ai, *i.). The Pafchal Chronicle may 
fometimes deferve l egaid } and, in the domeltic hiftory of Antioch, 
John Malala becomes a writer of good authority. The Abbe Gue- 
nee, in a memoir on the fertility of Paleftine, of which 1 have only 
feen an exti'afl, calculates the gifts of Eudocia at 10,488 pounds of 
gold, above 800,000 pounds Sterling. 

/ *0 Theodoret, l.v. c. 39. Tillem^, Mem. Ecclef. tom. xii. 
p. AflTemanni, Bibliot. qwhtal. tom. iii. p. 396. tom. iv. 

p. 61. Theodoret blames 'the ralli|Fels of Abdas, but extols the 
conftancy of his martyrdom. Yet 'l do not clearly underftand the 
cafuiftry which prohibits our repairing the damage which we have 
unlawfully committed. .’y ^ 

. were 
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were filled with hoftile armies ; but the operations * 

of two fuccefllvc campaigns were not produdlive 
of any dccifive or memorable events. Some en- 
gagements were fought, fome towns were befieg- 
ed, with various and doubtful fuccefs ; and if the 
Romans failed in their attempt to recover the 
long loft pofleffion of Nifibis, the Perfians were 
repulfed from the walls of a Mefopotamian city, 
by the valour of a martial bifhop, who pointed 
his thundering engine in the name of St. Thomas 
the Apoftle. Yet the fplendid vidlorics, which 
the incredible fpeed of the meflenger Palladius 
repeatedly announced to the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, were celebrated with feftivals and pane- 
gyrics. From thefe panegyrics the *' hiftorians 
of the age might borrow their extraordinary, and, 
perhaps, fabulous, tales •, of the proud challenge 
of a Perfian hero, who was entangled by the net, 
and difpatched by the fword, of Arcobindus the 
Goth i of the ten thoufand Immortalsy who were . 
flain in the attack of the Roman camp j and of 
the hundred thoufand Arabs, or Saracens, who 
were impelled by a panic terror to throw them- 
felves headlong into the Euphrates. Such events 
may be dilbelieved, or difregarded j but the 
charity of a biftiop, A.cacius of Amida, whofe 
name might have dignified the faintly calendar, 

{hall not be loft in oblivion. Boldly declaring, 
that vafes of gold an3 ^lyer are ufelefs to a God 

*• Socrates ( 1 . vii, c. i8, 191.10, it.) is the beft author for the 
Perfian war. We may lilteWffe confult the three Chronicles, the 
Pafchal,' and thole of Marcel linos and Malala. 

who 
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who neither eats nor drinks, the generous prelate 
fold the plate of the church of Amida j employ- 
ed the price in the redemption of feven thoufand 
•Perfian captives j fupplied their wants with affec- 
tionate liberality} and difmiffcd them to'their 
native country, to inform the king of the true 
fpirit of the religion which he perfecuted. The 
pradice of benevolence in the midfl of war muft 
always tend to affuage the animofity of contend- 
ing nations ; and I wilh to perfuade myfelf, that 
Acacius contributed to the reftoration of^ peace. 

' In the conference which was held on the limits of 
the two empires, the Roman ambaffadors degrad- 
ed the perfonal charafter of their fovereign, by a 
vain attempt to magnify the extent of his power; 
when they ferioufly advifed the Perfians to pre- 
vent, by a timely accommodation, the wrath of 
a monarch, who was yet ignorant of this diftant 
war. A truce of one hundred years was folemnly 
ratified } and, although the revolutions of Ar- 
menia might threaten the public tranquillity, the 
effential conditions of this treaty were rcfpefled 
near fourfeore years by the fucceffors of Conftan- 
tine and Artaxerxes, , 

Since the Roman and Parthian ftandards firft 
encountered on the banks of the Euphrates, the 
kingdom of Armenia ** was alternately oppreffed 

This accDxint of the ntin shd divifion of the kinffdom of Ar- 
menia is taken front the third book of the Arrainian hiftory of Mofes 
of Chcrene. Deficient as he is in every qualification of a good hif- 
torian, his local information, his pcllions, and his prejudicet^ ar« 
ftrongly expreflive of'a native and contemporary. Procopius {de 
Edificlis, I. iii. c. ?. 5.); relates the fame fafls in a very difiererit 
manner 5 but I have extraited the circumftanccs the moft probable 
in themfelves, and the leall inconfiftent with Mofes of Chorene, 

by 
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by its formidable proteftors ; and, in the couffe 
of this Hiftory, feveral events, which inclined the 
balance of peace and war, have been already re- 
lated. A difgraceful treaty had refigned Arme- 
nia to the anibition of Sapor ; and the fcale of 
Perfia appeared to preponderate. But the royal 
race of Arfaces impatiently fubmitted to the houfe 
of Saflan j the turbulent nobles aflTerted, or be- 
trayed, their hereditary independence; and the 
nation was ftill attached to the Cbrijiian princes of 
Conftantinople. In the beginning of the fifth 
century, Armenia was divided by=the progrefs of 
war and faftion ; and the unnatural divifion 
precipitated the downfal of that ancient monarchy. 
Chofroes, the Perfian vafial, reigned over the 
E^ftern and moll extenfive portion of the coun- 
try } while the Weftern province acknowledged 
the jurifdidtion of Arfaces, and the.fupremacy of 
the emperor Arcadius. After the death of Ar- 
faces, the Romans fupprefled the regal govern- 
ment, and impofed on their allies the condition 
of fubjedts. The military command was dele- 
gated to the count of the Armenian frontier j the 
city of Theodofiopolis ** was built and fortified in 

a ftrong 

SJ The weftern ArmeniMis ufed the Greek language and charac- 
ters in their religious offices ; but the ufe of that hoftilc tongue was 
prohibited by 'the Perliant in the eaftern provinces, which were 
obliged to ufe the Syriac, till the invention of the Armenian letters 
by Mefrobes, in the beginning of the fifth century, anil the fuhfe- 
<}\ient verfion of the Bible into the Armenian language ; an event 
which relaxed the conneffion of the church and nation with Con- 
lUntinople. 

'*♦ Mofes Choren. 1 . iii. c. 59. p. 309. and p. 358. Procopius, 
de F.dificiis, 1 . iii. c. 5. Theodofiopolis Hands, or rather ftood. 

about 
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^Kxif ® fituation, on a fertile and lofty ground, 

V, -,-mj near the fources of the Euphrates j and the de- 
pendent territories were ruled by five fatraps, 
whofe dignity was marked by a peculiar iiabit of 
gold and purple. The lefs fortunate nobles, who 
lamented the lofs of their king, and envied the 
honours of their equals, were provoked to nego- 
ciate their peace and pardon at the Perfian court; 
and returning, with their followers, to the palace 
of Artaxata, acknowledged Chofroes for their law- 
ful fovereign. About thirty years afterwards, 
Artafires, the nephew and fucceflbr of Chofroes, 
fell under the difpleafure of the haughty and ca- 
pricious nobles of Arnaenia j and they unani- ‘ 
moufly defired a Perfian governor in the room of ' 
an unworthy king. The anfwer of the archbilhop 
Ifaac, whofe fanftion they carneftly folicited, is i 

exprefllve of the charafter of a fuperftitious peo- i 

pie. He deplored the manifeft and inexcufable 
vices of Artafires j and declared, that he (hould 
no: hefitate to accufe him before the tribunal of 
a Chriftian emperor, who would punilh, without 
deftroying, the finner. Our king,” continued 
IfaaC, is too much addiflcd to licentious plea- 
fures, but he has been purified in the holy 
‘‘ waters of baptifm. He is a lover of women> • 

** but he docs not adore the fire or the elements. 

** He may deferve the reproach of lewdnefs, but 
he is an undoubted Catholic ; and his faith 
« is pure, though his manners are flagitious. ] 

' about thirty-five mile* to the eaft of Arzeroum, the modern capital 
of Turkilh Amenia. See d'Anville, Geographie Anctenne, tom. ii. 

p. QO, 100. 

“ I wiU 
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I will never confent to abandon my fheep to 
“ the rage of devouring wolves ; and you would 
“ foon repent your rafh exchange of the infirmi- 
“ ties of a believer, for the fpecious virtues of 
“ an heathen Exafperated by the firmnefs 
r.f Ifaac, the fadious nobles accufed both the 
king and the archbilhop as the fecrct adherents 
of the emperor; and abfurdly rejoiced in the 
fentence of condemnation, which, after a partial 
hearing, was folemnly pronounced by Bahrain 
himfelf. The defeendants of Arfaces were de- 
graded from the royal dignity which they had 
poflefled above five hundred and fixty years ; 
and the dominions of the unfortunate Artafires, 
under the new and fignificant appellation of Per- 
farmenia, were reduced into the form of a pro- 
vince. This ufurpation excited the jealoufy of 
the Roman government; but the rifing difputes' 


*J Mofe*, Chorea. Liii. c. 63. p. 316. According to the infti- 
tution of St. Gregory the apoftle of Armenia, the archbiihop was 
always of the royal family 5 a circumftancc, which, in fome degree, 
correfted tlie influence of the facerdotal character, and united the 
mitre with the crown. 

** A branch of the royal houfe of Arfaces ftlll fubfifted, with the 
rank and poflefllon* (as it fliould feem) of Armenian fatraps. See 
Mofes Choren. 1 . lii. c. 65. p^3'ai. ^ 

. *7 Valarfaces was appointed Tcing of Armenia by his brother the 
Parthian monarch, immediately after the defeat of Antioclius Sidetea 
(Mofes Choren. 1 . ii. c. 2. p. 85.), one hundred and thirty years 
before Chrift. Without depending on the various and contradiflory 
periods of the reigns of the laft kings, we may be aflured, that the 
ruin of the Armenian kingdom happened after the council of ChaU 
cedon, A. D. 431. ( 1 . iii. c. 6t. p. 312.); and under Veiamus, or 
Bahram, king of Perfia ( 1 . iii. c. 64 p. 317.), who reigned from 
A. D. 420 to 440. See AflbmannI, Bibliot. Oriental, tom. iii, 
p; 396. » 
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v?ere foon terminated by an amicable, though. 
V ^ unequal, partition of the ancient kingdom of 
Armenia; and a territorial acquifition, which 
Auguftus might have defpifed, reflefted fome 
luftre on the declining empire of the younger* 
Thcodofius, > , • . 
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